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TO   THE 


KING, 


Mat  it  please  tour  majestt, 

These  inquiries  concerning  the  domeftic 
and  rural  economy  of  the  Hindoos,  were 
originally  made  as  the  means  of  obtaining 
better  information  regarding  the  condition 
of  a  numerous  people,  living  in  a  flate  of 
fociety  and  manners  to  me  almoft  entirely 
new :  They  were  communicated  to  the 
Public,  with  a  view  of  rendering  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  remote  parts  of  your  Ma- 
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IV 


jefty's  dominions,  better  known  to  your 
fiibjeds  in  Europe  ;  and  they  are  now 
humbly  offered  to  your  Majefly  as  a  tribute 
of  gratitude  for  that  fecurity  and  protecSlion 
which  their  author  enjoyed,  in  common 
with  many  milhons  of  your  fubjedls  in  the 
midll  of  Afia. 

What  reiledlions  may  arife  in  your  Ma- 
jeily's  breafl,  on  viewing  the  domeflic  cii'- 
cumfliances,  and  actual  condition  of  fo  large 
a  portion  of  the  human  race,  I  prefume  not 
to  conjeclare  ;  but  your  fubje(5ls  can  hardly^ 
contemplate  without  reverence  and  grati- 
tude, that  difpenfition  of  Providence  which 
has  committed  to  your  Majefty's  prote6tion 
and  care,  a  more  numerous  people,  and 
more  extenfive  territories,  than  ever  fell 
under  the  dominion  of  any  European  Mo- 
narch ; 


iiarch  ;  becaufe  it  has  enabled  your  Councils 
to  govern  them  with  greater  wifdom  and  mo- 
deration. During  your  long,  eventful,  and 
profperous  reign,  the  anarchy  confequent 
on  the  downfal  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  has 
been  fucceeded  by  order  :  Tlie  cruel  fpolia- 
tions  of  contending  chieftains  have  been 
fufpended  ;  arts  have  been  encouraged ;  fe- 
veral  new  manufadlures  have  been  intro- 
duced, and  many  more  have  been  extended  : 
And  while  the  bleffings  of  fecurity  and 
peace  have  been  conferred  upon  a  numerous 
people,  better  means  have  been  fupplied 
them  of  acquiring  ^he  knowledge  of  truth, 
and  the  pradice  of  virtue  :  The  time  has 
arrived,  when  Afia,  which  gave  the  firft  lef- 
fons  of  civilization  to  mankind,  is  deflined 
to  receive  them  back  with  intereft  into  her 
bofom ;    and  when    India,   the   peculiar   re- 
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gion  of  defpotifm,  mufl  experience  the  blei- 
fings  of  a  mild  and  rational  government. 

I  am, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
Your  Majefly's 
Obedient  Subjecfl,  and 


Faithful  Servant, 


WILLIAM  TENNANT. 


GLOSSARY 


OF   TILF 


INDIAN   TERMS 


MADE  USE  OF  IN  THIS  WORK. 


Aal^  a  fpecies  of  vegetable  dye  ;  the  root  of  the 
Morinda  citrifolia. 

Abdeaji,  a  defcription  of  cavalry  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  emperor. 

Aheer,  a  cowherd. 

Ana,  a  copper  coin,  1-1 0th  part  of  a  rupee,  nearly 
equal  to  twopence  flerhng. 

Aumil,  a  colleftor  of  the  taxes. 

Bpjira,  a  fpecies  of  grain ;  Holcus  fpicatus  of  Lin- 
nseus. 

Bang,  a  fpecies  of  hemp,  the  feed  of  which  intoxi- 
cates hke  opium. 

Banian,  a  fervant  in  charge  of  money  tranfaftions. 

Barhi,  the  makers  of  leaf  diflies, 

Bazar,  a  market-place. 
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Bangce,  a  fprig  of  bamboo  laid  acrofs  the  Ihouider 

to  carry  v/eights. 
Bezah  or  beggab^  a  meafure  confiding  of  one-third 

of  an  acre. 
Bisw^b,  a  fquare  meafure,  confiding  of  one-fixteenth 

of  a  begah. 
Bhaiit^  a  village  poet,  or  bard. 
Be.rt'ui,  21  ipecies  of  Paiiicum. 
Begum^  the  wife  of  a  prince, 
Bkoota^  a  fpecies  of  grain. 

Brinjaries^  dealers  in  grain  who  follow  the  camp. 
Buaierrow,    a  pleafure  boat  with    feveral   different 

apartments. 
Bungaloiv,  a  country  houfe  with  different  apartments 

on  one  floor. 
Burdidb^  a  cowherd. 
Byab,  a  weigher  of  grain. 

Cbowgong,  a  game  played  at  the  imperial  court. 

CbUiies,  difi'erent  fpecies  of  the  Capficum. 

Cbockidar,  a  watchman. 

Cboiiltry,^  an  inn,  or  reding  place. 

Cbumar,  a  manufacturer  of  leather. 

Coir,  the  bark  of  the  cocoa  nut,  ufed  for  cables. 

Compound,  that  fpace  of  ground  inclofed  by  the  dif- 
ferent buildings  of  a  houfe. 

Consumab,  a  fervant  in  charge  of  the  family  ^xpences. 

Coss,  a  meafure  of  didance  nearly  equal  to  tv/o  miles, 

Congrce,  a  fpecies  of  grain. 

Corabadar,  a  fervant   maintained  for  punilhing  the 
mifdemeanours  of  the  red. 

Crorc,  ten  millions  of  rupees,   equal   to  1,200,000/. 
derling. 

Cunmiei'bimd,  a  girdle  for  the  loins. 

Ciitcha,  weak  or  fmall  j  vAiai  oppofed  to  pukka,  it 
denotes  one  half. 

CutwaL  the  macridrate  of  a  town. 

Dam 
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Dam,  a  Imall  coin,  one-fortieth  of  a  rupee. 

Dswan,  chief  officer  in  civil  affairs. 

Dobl,  a  fpecies  of  grain  ;   Citifus,  Lin. 

Daroghay  an  overfeer. 

Dhiree,  a  weight  confiding  of  five  and  a  half  feer, 
or  nearly  ten  pounds. 

Donies,  Hoops  of  an  inferior  clafs,  navigated  by  na- 
tive failors. 

Durbar,  the  court  of  a  prince. 

Dobbee,  a  waiherman. 

Dossaud,  a  watchman. 

E?nser,  the  fmgular  of  Omrah,  a  nobleman. 

Fakeer,  a  religious  mendicant  of  the  Mahomedan 
faith. 

Ghee,  clarified  buher  from  bufi-aioe's  milk. 

Godozun,  a  cellar  or  warehoufe. 

Gorait,  a  meifenger. 

Gra?n,  that  fpecies  of  grain  given  to  liorfes. 

Gunny  bags,  lacks  made  of  coarfe  canvafs. 

Hackcrv,  a  fmall  cart  for  two  oxen. 

Henna,  a  yellow  dye,  for   the  foles  of  the  feet  ancl 

palms  of  the  hands. 
Hookah,  a»i  inftrument  for  fmoking. 
Howdah,  the  large  feat  fixed  on  an  elephant,  which 

accommodates  two  or  three  riders. 
Hulwary,  the  ploughing  feafbn  ;  one  cccars  in  June 

and  July,  the  other  in  September  and  Ocfober. 

Jaghier,  a  reward  for  fcrvices  paid  in  land,  and  re- 

fumable. 
Jeaiv,  barley  ;  Ilordeum  tetraflicum,  Lin. 
J  chat,  and  say  cr  j  chat,  a  fort  of  capitation  tax. 
Jcmular,  a  military  rank,  alfo  a  country  magifi.rate. 

Jouar^ 


Jouar,  one  of  the  Indian  gramina  ;  Holcus  forghum, 

Lin. 
Jute,  or  paid,  the  reed  of  which  India  paper  is  made, 

Crotularia  juncea. 
Imaum  bary,  the  burial  place  of  a  faint. 

Kella,  a  fort  or  caftlc. 

Kerreef,  one  of  the  great  harvefls  j  it  continues  dur- 
ing September  and  Odober. 

Lac,   100,000  equal  to  12,000/.  fterling. 
Lochar,  an  iron  fmith, 
Lootie,  a  thief. 

Mahl,  a  habitation  with  land  annexed. 

Maun,  a  weight,  various  in  different  parts,  com- 
monly 75  pounds. 

Molungees,  faltmakers.  Haves. 

Moong,  a  fpecies  of  grain  ;  Phafeolus,  Lin. 

Murhua,  a  fpecies  of  grain,  variously  named  in  dif* 
ferent  provinces. 

Musniid,  the  throne  or  feat  of  royalty. 

Mussalgee,  a  torch  bearer. 

Mutsudie,  a  clerk. 

Nabob,  a  corruption  of  Nawab,  literally  a  deputy ; 
this  title  was  frequently  ufurped  during  the  de- 
cline of  the  Mogul  Empire,  and  is  undefined. 

Ni?nnck,  fait  of  different  kinds ;  commonly  muriat 
of  foda. 

Omrah,  the  nobles  of  the  Mogul  empire. 
Oord,  or  Mash,  a  fpecies  of  grain  ;  Phafeolus  max. 
Lin. 

Fady,  rice  while  growing. 
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Puhuari,  a  clerk  for  adjufting  village  accounts  ■aiid 
rents. 

Pagoda,  a  Hindoo  temple ;  alfo  a  gold  coin  jof  va- 
rious weights  and  value. 

Pariahs,  a  tribe  of  outcafts  who  have  no  rank. 

Pabna  christi,  one  of  the  oil  plants  ;   Ricinus,  Lin. 

Pensary,  an  apothecary's  fliop. 

Peon,  a  meflenger. 

Pergunnah,  a  fmall  diflrift  of  country. 

Rajah,  a  Hindoo  prince,  with  more  or  lefs  inde- 
pendent power. 

Rajah  poots,  a  military  clafs  of  the  Hindoos,  belong- 
ing to  the  caft  of  Katry. 

Rubbee,  the  fecond  great  harveil  of  India ;  it  con- 
tinues during  March. 

Rupee,  a  filver  coin,  at  the  ordinary  exchange,  of  the 
value  of  a  half-crown. 

Sanyassee,  a  religious  devotee  of  the  Hindoo  faith, 

Sarkar,  or  Sirdar,  a  head  fervant. 

Sirkar,  government ;  alfo  a  large  diftrid. 

Sebtindy,  a  fort  of  militia  or  police-men. 

Soonie,  an  adherent  of  the  fe6t  of  Ali. 

Skyist,  an  adherent  of  the  feci  of  Omer. 

Shroff,  a  banker  or  money  changer. 

Syce,  a  groom. 

Seer,  denomination  of  weight,  equal  to  1  lb.  13  oz, 
13  drs. 

Soucar,  a  wealthy  banker. 

Sradba,  a  religious  ceremony  in  honour  of  deceafed 
anceftors. 

Subah  or  Subahdar,  the  governor  of  feveral  pro- 
vinces immediately  under  the  en^peror. 

Soffees,  men  of  learning. 

Sim,  a  fpecies  of  Indian  hemp. 
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Talook  and  Talookdar^  the  holder  of  a  fmall  property 

in  land. 
Tannah,  a  guard  houfe. 
Tope^  a  grove,  commonly  of  Mango  trees. 
Tulwar^  a  kind  of  large  fword. 

Verandah^  an  open  apartment  furrounding  the  houfe, 
and  fupported  on  pillars. 

Zemindar,  a  landholder  with  certain  official  powers. 
Zenanah^  an  apartment  for  women  and  children. 
Zillah,  a  criminal  court ;  alfo  a  diftrift. 
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PREFACE 


TO   THE 


SECOND  EDITION, 


The  rapid  fale  of  this  book,  which  has  brought     , 

into  demand  a  fecond  edition  in  a  few  months  after 
,  the  publication  of  the  firft,  is  perhaps  rather  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  novelty  and  importance  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  than  to  any  peculiar  merit  in  the  execution  of 
the  work.  In  an  age  fo  much  diftinguifhed  by  a- 
gricultural  knowledge,  it  is  certainly  remarkable, 
that  the  rural  economy  of  above  fixty  millions  of 
its  fubjedls  fliould  remain  almofl  entirely  unknown 
to  Britifh  literature.  It  was  this  circumftance  which 
firfl  fuggefted  to  the  author  the  idea  of  availing  him- 

felf 
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fcTf  of  his  local  opportunities  of  preparing  for  pub- 
lic view  a  fivctch  of  the  domeftic  and  rural  economy 
of  the  Mahomedans  and  Hindoos.  If  he  were  dif- 
pcfjd  to  indulge  in  felf-gratulation  it  would  be  on 
having  preftnted  to  literary  men  and  agriculturalifts 
a  new,  extenfive,  and  fertile  field  for  their  future  la- 
boairs,  and  on  having  attracted  no  inconfiderable 
fliare  of  their  notice. 

The  praifes  and  cenfures  of  the  Reviewers,  (the 
Indian  Recreations  having  received  a  liberal  fhare 
of  both),  may  have  had  fome  effect  in  drawing  to- 
the  work  a  more  general  attention  :  Thefe  gentle- 
men are  therefore  entitled  to  his  grateful  acknow- 
ledgements. It  has  long  been  remarked,  that  the 
fate  of  a  man  and  his  writings  are,  in  many  re- 
fpefts,  diametrically  oppofite ;  the  former  has  the 
bed  chance  of  happinefs  and  comfort  in  the  fequef- 
tered  walks  of  life,  the  faJIentii  semtia  vitcz  ;  while 
the  reputation  of  the  latter,  if  it  be  not  criticifed 
and  controverted,  praifed  and  condemned,  mufl  in- 
e,vitably  Umgulfh,  and  foon  di 
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In  the  prefent  cafe,  however,  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  from  their  unavoidable  ignorance  of  the  fubjeft, 
the  ftridures  of  the  Reviewers,  for  the  greater  part 
are  vague,  incongruous,  and  even  contradidory. 
One  clafs  commends  the  ftile  as  "  corred,  elegant, 
and  imprellive*  ;"  another  condemns  the  arrange- 
ment, and  fligmatifes  the  "  flile  as  difagreeablef*" 

A  third  clafs  compliments  the  work  on  its  "  im- 
"  partiality,'*  while  a  fourth  imputes  to  it  the  blame 
of  traducing  the  "  native  governments  of  India}  ;*' 
and  one  gentleman,  more  inftrudive  than  any  of 
his  colleagues,  has  conferred  upon  each  acre  in 
India  the  amazing  produce  of  27  bolls  of  wheat 
annually,  and  two  crops  of  that  grain  in  one  year[[. 
It  is  not  without  reafon  that  this  Reviewer  congra- 
tulates himfelf  on  having  outflripped  the  puny  ftate* 
ments  in  this  work,  where,  it  muft  be  owned,  no 
crops  are  noticed  fo  marvellous  in  point  of  magni- 
tude. 


*  North  British  Magazine  and  Review, 

f  Edinburgh  Review  and  Literary  Journal. 

X  Literary  JournaL 

II  Imperial  Reviev;. 
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tuclc.  But  it  is  time  to  difmifs  thefe  crudities,  and 
to  look  fonvard  to  a  period  whicli  is  fall  approach- 
ing, when  this  grofs  ignorance  regarding  our  do- 
minions in  Afia  mufl  be  difpelled,  and  when  fuch 
abfurdities  will  no  longer  be  either  written  or  read 
by  the  vulgar. 


3  PREFACE. 


PREFACE. 


Of  the  mformation  contained  in  thefe  volumes,  by 
far  the  greater  part  is  the  refuh  of  perfonal  obferva- 
tion,  and  of  inquiries  made  upon  the  fpot,  during  a 
refidence  of  feveral  years  in  different  parts  of  India. 
The  progrefs  of  the  army  to  which  I  was  attached, 
prefented  to  my  examination,  during  that  period,  a 
large  extent  of  country,  in  a  line  of  march  of  more 
than  three  thoufand  miles.  The  duties  of  my  pro- 
feffion  obliged  me,  befides,  to  undertake  many  jour- 
nics  in  different  diredions,  where  the  army  did  not 
penetrate  ;  and  curiofity  often  prompted  me  to  make 
Hiorter  excurfions  wherever  information  might  be 
procured. 

The 
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The  different  Officers,  under  whom  I  fuccelTively 
ferved,  far  from  embarraffing,  by  their  official  au- 
thority, encouraged  thefe  purfuits  ;  and  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Sir  James  Craig,  Major-Generals 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  and  Hay  Macdowall,  I  am 
obliged  for  feveral  ufeful  topics  of  difcuffion,  as 
well  as  for  the  moft  polite  indulgence  in  the  difpofal 
of  my  time,  on  every  occafion,  confiilent  with  the 
duties  of  my  flation  in  the  army. 

Another  fource  of  information  was  frequently 
afforded  me  by  the  converfation  and  writings  of  fe- 
veral intelligent  natives  of  India,  both  Muffulmans 
and  Hindoos  :  Whatever  was  found  difficult  or  ob- 
fcure,  thefe  men  were  referred  to  for  elucidation, 
as  the  bell  qualified  to  decide  on  their  own  man- 
ners and  inftitutions.  Gholam  Hoffein  Khan,  Abu 
Taleb  Khan,  and  Ram  Jeet  Sing,  as  often  as  they 
were  confulted  on  doubtful  points,  fupplied  more 
corred  information  j  they  are  men  of  noble  birth 
and  confiderable  rank,  but  ftill  more  diftinguifhed 
among  their  countrymen,  by  their  extenfive  know- 
ledge and  refpeclabihty  of  charader. 

My 
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My  ftation  In  the  army  afforded  me  frequent  op- 
portunity of  oral  converfation  with  the  mofl  intel- 
n    ligent  of  the  Honourable  Company's  civil  and  mi- 
litary fervants  ;  and  to  their   unaifeded ,  hofpitality, 
and  liberal  communications,  I  owe  many  obligations. 
With  equal  pleafure  and  advantage  I  have  confulted 
the  writings  of  many  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  from 
their  profeflional  labours,  and  long  refidence  in  the 
country,  have  become  bed  acquainted  with  its  af- 
fairs.    The  works  of  Sir  W.  Jones,  Dr  Roxburgh, 
Pr  Hunter,  Dr  Fontana,  and  Captain  Hardwick, 
are  not  mentioned  in  literary  circles  without  refpeft 
and  approbation  ;  and  of  fome  of  them  the  reputa- 
tion is  fo  high  as  leaves  no  room  for  panegyric. 

I  AM  not  without  hope,  therefore,  that  even  in 
this  eventful  and  dangerous  period,  when  literary 
purfuits  are  in  a  great  meafure  laid  afide,  that  by 
fome  perfons,  wearied  with  the  buftle  of  politics,  and 
the  noife  of  war,  thefe  Recreations  may  be  rcforted 
to  for  the  amufement  of  a  leifure  hour,  and  that 
by  others  whofe  views,  or  thofe  of  their  friends,  are 
turned  to  India,  they  may  be  perufed  from  higher 

motives. 
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jiiotives.  Whatever  may  be  their  fate,  they  are 
now  committed  to  the  pubHc ;  and  as  no  writer  can 
be  indifferent  to  what  has  long  been  the  objeft  of 
his  labour  and  care,  I  wait  its  decifion  with  fome 
folicitude,  and  will  bow  to  its  fentence  with  perfect 
fubmiffion. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Calcutta,  Sept.  I796„ 

The  penmfula  of  Hindoftan,  containing  all  the  prin- 
cipal fettlements  which  have  been  formed  by  the 
European  nations  on  the  continent  of  Afia,  is  in  ex- 
tent nearly  equal  to  Europe.  In  geographical  lan- 
guage, this  name  is  applied  only  to  that  tra£t  which 
is  bounded  on  the  weft  and  eaft  by  the  Indus  and 
the  Barrampooter ;  on  \ht  north  by  the  mountains 
of  Thibet  and  Tartary ;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the 
fiver  Nirbudda,  and  the  lower  boundaries  of  Bengal 
and  Bahar.  The  extremity  of  the  peninfula,  which 
contained  nearly  one  half  of  the  Mogul  empire, 
among  the  Indian  geographers,  received  the  appella- 
tion of  Deccan,  or  South*.  In  the  ancient  language 
Vol..  LA  of 

*  Vid.  Major  Runnel's  Mem,  p.  19.  Iptrcd/ 
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of  Hindoilan,  this  name  is  not  found  ;  the  countr\r 
is  in  the  Sanfcreet  livled  l?<harata.  The  rjame  of 
India  was  adopted  by  the  Greeks, .from  the  Perfians, 
and  is  of  comparatively  modern  application*.  In  a 
period  long  before  the'  raolt  a-ncient  European  re- 
cords, this  part  of  Afia  had  attained  to  fome  degree 
of  civilization,  and  had  made  confiderable  progrefs 
in  the  arts  of  life.  Since  the  earlieft  commencement 
of  authentic  hiftory  in  Europe,  its  manufactures, 
fcience,  and  religion,  have  attracted  the  attention  of 
every  Hate  in  that  quarter  of  the  world. 

Our  admiration  of  what  is  ancient,  has,  howe-ver, 
been  exceliive ;  and  prompted  hilforians  for  up- 
ward?  of'  tU'enty.  centuries  to  exaggerate  their  ac- 
counts of  oriental  attainments  beyond  the  truth.  The 
improvement-  of  the  Hindoos  has,  unqueflionab^y, 

,  been^  iiiuch  earlier  than  that  of  any  nation  in  Eu- 
rope ;  •  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  their  attainments 

^in  almoftiall  the  arts  are  lefs  confiderable  :  They  are 
nmv  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  they  were  two  thou- 

.  fand  years'^agot,  when  they  were  far  furpalTed.  in  many 
particulars-' both  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

. .    They,  as  well   as  the  Chinefe,  have  brought  the 
•more   ufefui  arts  to  a  degree  of  perfection  requifite 
for  the  common  purppfes  of  life ;  but  the  efforts  ei- 
ther 


*  Vid.  Tranflaf.  of  the  Heftopad^s,  by  Mr  Wilkins,  p>-33: 
\  Dr  Robertfon's  Difquif.  Appendix. 
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ther  of  curiofity,  or  of  their  genius,  have  never  car- 
ried them  beyond  this  point.  The  mediocrity  of 
their  fkill  in  the  arts  neceffary  for  defence,  has  been 
always  confpicuous  ;  for  they  have  been  fuccelTively 
conquered  by  the  Perfians,  the  Patans,  the  Moguls, 
and  modern  nations  of  Europe.  That  very  people, 
whom  European  difcipline  has  fmce  rendered  fo  for- 
midable, had  uniformly  been  accuftomed  to  yield  up 
their  rich  country  an  eafy  prey  to  every  invader ; 
and  had,  perhaps,  feldom  a  dynafty  of  princes  from 
their  own  countrymen.- 

Herodotus  is  the  earlieft  European  hiflorian  who 
makes  mention  of  this  country  ;  his  work  was  com- 
pofed  440  years  before  our  sera.  Even  then,  it  had 
begun  to  experience  the  calamities  of  invafion  ;  for 
It  was  partly  conquered  by  Darius  Hyftafpes*.  Alex- 
ander's expedition  to  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  firlt 
communicated  to  Europeans  authentic  information 
concerning  that  part  of  India  which  has  fmce  obtain- 
ed the  name  of  the  Panjab,  or  Five  Rivers,  the 
fources  of  the  Indus,  down  which  part  of  the  Gre- 
cian troops  were  conduced  by  Nearchus.  Megaf- 
.  thenes,  the  ambaffador  of  Seleucus,  during  his  long 
refidence  at  Palibothra,  tranfmitted  farther  informa- 
tion ;  of  which  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Arrian  have 
availed  themfelves  ii\  the  accounts  they  have  given 
of  India.     Its  commerce,  which  at  firft  centered  in 

A  2  Tvre 

*  Hcrodot,  lib.  iv^ 
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Tyre*,  was  afttrwHrds  transferred  to  Alexandria  \. 
when  it  was  conductccf  by  the  Greeks,  Romans,, 
and  Venetians,  till  the  difcovery  of  a  paifage  to  In-- 
dia  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

During  ail  this  period,  containing  t^'o  thoufani^ 
^'€ars,  the  Hindoo  manners  and  cufloms  have  ex- 
perienced  very  little  change.       Their   knowledge, 
their  m-inufactures,  and  arts  j  even  their  drefs,   and 
modes  of  living,  are   defcribed   as  beiiig  exadlly  in 
the  fame  ftate  they  are  at  prefent.     The  foUowingf. 
particulars,  noticed  by  Arrian,  will   prefent  to  the' 
mind  of  every  perfon  who  has  vifited  India,  a  picture 
of  their  prefent  cufloms  and  manners  by  no  means 
inacsurate.      "  Their  bodies   are   flender  in  form  ; 
their  diet  principally  vegetables  ;  they  are   divided 
iato   cafts,   and  fubordinate  clafles  ;v   and  the  fame: 
trade  is  perpetuated  in'  a  family,  from  generation  to  i 
generation.     Marriages  are  permitted  at  feven  years 
of  age  ;    but  prohibited  between  different  claiTesf. 
The  men  wear  ear-rings,  party-coloured  fhoes,  and. 
frequently  veils,  which  cover  the  head  and  fhoulders.  \ 
The  low«r  orders  have  their  f^ces  daubed  with  co 

lours,; 

*  Hirarn,  its  king,  was  contemporary  wifti  Solomon;  and: 
the  facred -ttTiters  freqrtently  menti  jii  the  weahh  of  that  city. 
Vid.  E2tkiel's  Proph. 

-|-  Not  confummated  till  the  age  of  puberty  ;  and  in  the  in- 
ftitutes  of  Menu,  intermarriages  of  the  different  clafFcs  are  re- 
cogiiiz,^  as  valid,  but  ftigmatized  ^%  contra  bonos  more^t 
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Jours,  while  the  higher  ranks  have  umbrellas  carried 
over  them.  Two-handed  fwords  a,re  carried  about  •, 
with  bows,  whofe  ftrings  are  drawn  by  the  foot." 
Their  ingenuity  in  catching  elephants,  and  their  me- 
thod of  manufacturing  cotton,  .are  ail  noticed  in 
terms  -not  inapplicable  to  their  prefent  (late*. 

This  lingular  (lability  difplayed  in  the  manners  of 
Indians,  muft  be  imputed  to  thei-r  religion.  The 
Braminical  rites  and  inilitutions  enter  into  every  part 
of  their  manners,  and  guide  almoft  every  action  of 
ilieir  lives.  Whatever  thefe  injoin,  is  therefore  un- 
alterable ;  for  it  is  by  them  regard-ed  not  merely 
•with  that  veneration  which  men  pay  to  ancient 
cufloms,  bpt  as  the  injunctions  of  Heaven,  which  it 
were  impiety  to  violate.  Hence  the  manners  of  the 
Hindoos  have  remained  mi-affefted  by  thofe  inva- 
fions  and  infurredions  which  have  fo  often  changed 
the  condition  of  fociety  in  other  countries.  They 
have  ^efifled  equally  the  enthufiafm  and  cruelty  of 
the  Mahomedan,  and  the  feebler  efforts  of  European 
.miffionaries,  for  their  converfion. 

Though  this  be  the  ftate  in  which  tl-ie  Hindoof. 
were  found  by  the  firfl  Europeans  who  -vifited  their 
country,  there  is  no  reafon  to  conclude  that,  prior 
to  that  period,  they  were  .not  in  a  flate  comparatively 
rud^.;    and  that  they  gradually  emerged  from  that 

A  3  primeyal 

*  Vid.  Hid.  Arrian,  paffiin. 
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primeval  barbarity  in  which   nature  has  decreed  to 
envelope  the  origin  of  nations.     Hiftory  aftbrds  di- 
rect teflimony  of  this  fact.     Thofe  writers   already 
mentioned,  notice  that  they  were  ruled  by  indepen- 
dent princes,  whofe  territories,  by  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  extent,  feemed  to  announce  the  limited  progrefs 
they  had  made  in  focial  union,   and  their  humble  at- 
tainments in  the  art  of  government.     Their  caves  in 
Elcphanta  and   Salfette,  are  Handing  monuments  of 
the  original  gloomy  Hate  of  their  fuperflition,  and 
the  imperfection  of  their  arts,  particularly  that  of 
archite6liire,  which  is,  perhaps,   the  mod  intricate 
and  laborious  of  any. 

The  Hindoo  attainments  in  the  arts,  however, 
fuch  as  they  are,  have  uniformly  fupplied  the  ma- 
terials of  a  trade  to  the  weftern  world,  which  has  en- 
riched every  nation  engaged  in  it.  There  a  paffion 
for  Indian  manufactures  has  actuated  the  higher 
ranks  of  fociety  in  every  age ;  and  has  conferred  a 
degree  of  importance  upon  thofe  nations  who  have 
imported  them,  which  they  could  not  otherwife 
have  attained. 


The  territories  obtained  by  the  Britifh  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  though  later  in  their  acquifition,  in 
extent  and  importance  far  furpafs  v\'hat  has  ever 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  nation.  With  a  cir- 
cumfcribcd  territory  at  home,  they  have  reached  a 
.very  high  degree  of  eminence  among  the  nations  of  ^ 
Itiirope,   while  their  dominion  in  Hindoflan,    and^ 

their  I 
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heir  ccnumercialinterccurfe  with, the  reft  of  Afia, 
confers  upon  them,  a  greater  influence  en  the  happi- 

lels  of  mankind,  than.tjiie  snoli  ext^nfiv^  empire  of 
China  can  boaft.  Time  ^lo^ke  can  ;  difcovcr  whether 
their  conneclion  with  tlie  Hindoos  fuall  be  more 
^ffedual  in  mehorating  their  condition,  than,  that  of 
the  various  nations  who  have  reduc^ed  them  and e'r 
their  fubjeclion. 

,  If  this  effect-  fhall  follow,  fo,  deeply  interefting  to 
a  large  portion  of  our  fello;\v.  creatures,  it  muff  be 
the  refult  of  an  enlarged  knowledge  of  their  interefts 
as^  connected  with  our  own.  The  i-mmenfe  refources 
<)f  England,  which,  in  all  our  wars,  have  iiiloniflipd 
the  nations  of  Europe,  are  created,  and  fuppljed  by 
our  commerce  ;  and  of  this,  the  trade  of ,  India  is 
the  moft  confiderable  branch.  ,The  fate  of  .-the  one  ' 
country  is  involved  in .  that  of  th.e  otjier :  with  her 
poffeffions  in  Afia  Great  Britain  muft  ftand  or  fall.      ''.  ■ 

The  invefligations  o£  t-Jhe,Agnctiltural' Board  ha^L. '. 
^already  produced  a  rnafs  of  ufeful  information,  popll:^ 
feffed  by  no  other  nation  In  Europe.  The  views  or 
•claims  of  intereft  and  of  advantage,  are  equally  ftrong 
for  a  fmiilar  ftatiftical  account  of  India  :  ftiould  that 
meafure  be  carried  into  effeft  with  equal  ability,  an 
obligation  of  the  higheft  importance  wo.uld  be  con- 
ferred by  that  inflitution  upon  their  country. 

A  SET  of  printed  queries  fent  to  every  commer- 
cial refident  factor,  or  other  ofucer  in  each  diflirid, 

A  4  '   would. 


ITU  ►*, ' 


/ 


S  IKDIAN  RECREATIONS. 

would,  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  determine  how 
fully  fuch  a  meafure  was  prafticable.  Diligent  en- 
quiry would  foon  afcertain  the  mofl;  important  arti- 
cles of  invefligation :  fuch  as  the  number  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  the  particular  manufaftures,  or  labour, 
in  which  the  people  are. employed  in  each  diftricl ; 
the  rate  of  their  wages,  and  the  expence  of  their 
living  ;  the  different  branches  of  hulbandry,  fuch  as 
the  tenure  by  which  the  farmers  hold  their  poflfef- 
fions  ;  the  rent,  and  different  kinds  of  produce,  with 
their  value  in  the  market. 

Were  all  thefe  particulars  fully  known,  a  thou- 
fand  means  of  at  once  improving  the  revenue  and 
the  condition  of  the  people,  would  occur,  which  at 
prefent  are  either  concealed,  or  left  to  vague  conjec- 
ture.    Pliny  made  the  Romans  acquainted,  in  fome 
degree,  with  the  flate  of  India,  while  they  had  no 
poffelTions  there,  and  when  that  people  could  not  af- 
feci  the  condition  of  the  natives.     The  trade  carried 
on  with  it  feemed  to  him  fo  immenfe,  as  to  interefl 
every  member  of  the  il ate  ;   yet  the  commerce  of 
the  Romans  with  India  did  not  exceed  fifty  millions 
of  fefterces*   annually,  or  about  one  tenth  part  of 
that  of  Britain,  exclufive  of  her  immenfe  territorial 
revenues.     The  very   diftance  of  our  pofielTions  a- 
lone  feems  to  require  that  fome  means  fhould  be  a- 
dopted  of  laying  local  knowledge  before  its  legifla- 

tors 
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rors,  and  the  executive  government.  No  part  of 
the  Roman  empire,  large  as  it  was,  exceeded  the 
diflance  of  two  thoufand  miles  from  the  capital*  ; 
a  knov/ledge  of  its  provinces  could  more  eafily  ba 
acquired  and  diifeminated  among  the  people,  than  in 
a  fcate,  the  greater  part  of  whofe  dominions  lie  fifteen 
thoufand  miles  in  a  diredl  route  from  the  feat  of  Go- 
vernment. If  the  following  fketches  ihall  in  any 
manner  prove  introduftory  to  fuch  a  work,  by  de- 
monftrating  the  prafticability  of  the  undertaking,  the 
labour  beflowed  in  compiling  them,  will  be  amply 
rewarded  ;  and  their  author  will  have  the  fatisfa(5tion 
•f  having  neither  lived  nor  written  in  vain. 

He  is  fully  fenfible  of  the  many  imperfeftions 
with  which  his  lucubrations  muft  abound.  The 
fubjed  is  too  extenfive  to  be  thoroughly  invefligated 
by  one  perfon  :  neither  his  health  nor  his  time  per- 
quitted  him  to  pay  it  all  that  attention  which  it  jullly 
merits.  All,  therefore,  protended  by  the  following 
ftrictures,  is  a  fhort  view  of  the  different  fubjecls, 
which  he  holds  out  to  be  farther  difcuiTed,  and  fi- 
niflied  by  other  hands.  He  has  the  comfort  to  re- 
flect, that  no  part  is  wilfully  miflated,  nor  any  manV 
characler  wantonly  attacked  ;  and  he  will  cheerfully 
correct  unintended  errors. 

THE 

*  Vide  Rcnners  Memoirji. 
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THE  MAHOMEDAN  CONQUESTS  IN  INDU, 


Ganges,  near  Benares,  Sept.  1797. 

Ji^MiDST  all  that  boafl  of  Afiatic  fcience  and  litera- 
ture ;  and  thofe  lofty  claims  in  favour  of  Braminical 
knowledge  that  have  lately  been  advanced,  there  are 
perhaps  no  nations  more  ignorant  of  their  own  ori- 
gin and  hiftory  than  the  Hindoos  and  Chinefe.  Al- 
though we  have  had  accefs  to  the  Sanfcreet  records 
at  Benares,  for  feveral  years,  and  fome  perfons  are 
tranflating  them,  no  hiftory  of  the  country  has  been 
found  which  is  the  compofition  of  a  native.  From 
the  time  of  Alexander  till  the  Mahomedan  conqueft, 
2iot  even  the  materials  of  hiftory  have  been  produced 
fj'om  Hindoo  records.  Mahomed  Feriftita,  a  muifel- 
nian,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century, 
compiled  a  hiftory  of  Hindoftan,  from  Perfian  au- 
fiiors ;  a  tranflation  of  which,  by  Colonel  Dow,  has 
long  been  in  polTeffion  of  the  pubhc. 

2  The 
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The  manners  of  a  people  are  to  be  gathered  from 
afefions-4n  their  poetry  ;  and  this  is  perhaps  the 
chief  advantage  that  fcience  will  derive  from  the  an- 
cient records  of  this  country.  The  Mahabaret, 
xvhich  is  now  tranllating*,  is  a  very  ancient  hiftori- 
cal  poem,  in  which  the  truth  of  fatts  is  probably  ftill 
more  diftorted  by  exaggeration,  than,  in  Homer, 
you  find  the  rape  of  Helen,  and  the  fiege  of  Troy. 
A  flowery  poet,  or  a  llill  more  bomballic  and  loofe 
hiftorian,  feems  to  be  the  utnioil  that  Afiatic  genius 
can  produce :  a  vigorous  inteliecl,  matured  judge- 
ment, and  precifion  in  ftyle,  are  the  growth  of  colder 
Jdtitudiist. 

Ai.L  we  learn,  even  from  the  Perfian  Feriflita,  is 
that  Hindoflan  was  at  firfl  divided  into  a  great  num- 
ber of  feparate  kingdoms  ;  and  afterwards  fo  feebly 
united  under  the  Mahomedan  emperors,  that  they 
made  but  fmall  refiftance  either  to  the  firil  invaders 
of  the  country,  or  to  its  fubfequent  conquerors. 
P.ach  province,  attached  to  its  viceroy,  who  was  al- 
moil  independent  of  the  emperor,  fell  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  incurfions  of  Tamerlane,  Baber,  Humaioon,  and 
Nadir  Shah.  The  Ayeen  Acbery  of  Abul  Fazel,  is 
confined    to    a  flatiltical   hiftory  of    the  empire  of 

Delhi, 

*  By  Mr  Wilkins,  a  gentleman  pofTclTcd  of  much  kno'vy^ 
edge  of  tlie  languajjes  of  India,  wlio  has  ah'cady  jubhfhed  an 
epifude  of  this  work,  entitled  the  Bhagvat  Geeta. 

+  Vid.  Major  Rciuurs  Mem.  p.  43. 
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Delhi,  during  the  reign  of  Acber  j  upon  the  otlier 
kingdoms  he  feldom  touches,  and  their  internal  tranf- 
actions  are  involved  in  impenetrable  obfcurity. 

About  the  year  1000  of  our  era,  Mahofned  Gaziii 
-penetrated  into  Hindoftan  ;  and  after  twelve  fucceffive 
inyafions,  in  which  he  was  more  or  lefs  oppofed  by 
'the  native  princes,  he  finally  eilablifhed  his  empire,. 
His  vengeance  and  bigotry  feemed  more  gratified  by 
the  malTacres  of  the  Hindoos,  and  the  de{lru<5tion  of 
their  temples,  than  his  ambition  was  foothed  by  the 
acquifition  of  new  territory,  or  fubjecls.  The  mur- 
ders he  committed  againft  the  defencelefs  priefls, 
:and  the  numerous  votaries  of  fuperftition  who  of- 
ficiated at  the  temples,  afforded  this  monfter  the 
highell  delight.  "  Nqthing,"  fays  the  judicious 
Major  Rennel,  "  offends  our  feelings  more,  than 
the  progrefs  of  deflruclion  ^rged  by  religious  zeal : 
as  it  allows  men  to  fuppofe  themfelves  agents  of  the 
Divinity ;  thereby  removing  thofe  checks  which  in- 
terfere with  the  perpetration  of  ordinary  villany,  and 
thus  makes  confdence  a  party  -when  it  was  meant  to 
be  a  judge*." 

This  pidlure,  however  ihocking,  is  -teo  exaft  a 
rcprefentation  of  the  conducl  of  mofl  conquerors  of 
Hindoftan  of  the  Mahom^dan  race.  During  eight 
<1ynafties  of  kings,  who  reigned  over  this  country  for 

a 

*  Introduction  to  Mem.  p.  46. 
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'A  period  of  700  years,  the  mod  ferocious  bigotry 
and  rapine  charafterlfed  their  efforts  in  acquiring  or 
recovering  the  different  provinces  of  this  peninfula ; 
and  had  rot  the  fervor  of  Mahomedan-.  zeal  fome- 
what  abated  towards  the  later  period  of  fheir  po\ver, 
the  whole  fcenc  of  their  conqueils  muff  have  re- 
mained a  folitarv  defart.  In  1'265,  within  twenty- 
five  miles  of  Delhi,  the  feat  of  government,  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  of  the  MewaUti  tribe  were  put  fo  the 
fword,  as  a  puniffiment  for  their  incurfions.  The 
internal  goYernment  of  Hindsftan  muff  have  been  in 
a  dreadful  ftate,  when  fuch  vindictive  me^ffures  wer^ 
purfued  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital.  Indeed,  re-' 
bellious  meafures,  and  barbarous  conqueffs,  make  up 
the  hiftory  of  this  fine  country,  which  nature  feemed 
to  have  deftined  to  be  the  paradife  of  the  world. 

Amidst  thefe  depredations,  Benares,  the  great  feat 
of  Braminical  learning,  was  plundered  in  1 1 84  :  and 
from  this  tin*^  the  purity  of  the  Sanfcreet  language 
muff  have  gradually  decayed,  till  it  at  laff  ceafed  ta 
be  a  living  tongue,  bein^  no  where  fpoken  in  Hin- 
doftan.  It  probably  enters  into  the  vernacular  lan- 
guage, and  makes  a  part  of  that  mixture  of  whicl> 
it  is  compofed,  as  the  Celtic,  Saxon,  and  Latin  do  in 
the  Engli{«..  When  conqueits  have  been  long  main- 
tained, and  the  con-querors  numerous,  fimilar  changes 
are  produced  in  the  language  of  every  country. 
The  Roman  language,  like  the  Sanfcreet,  has  ceafed 
to  be  fpoken  ia  all  the  nations  that  were  fubjcft  to 
that  empire.  '^ 

Tnrs 
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This  city,  which  gives  its  name  to  a  confiderabk 
province,  is  dill  the  great  feat  of  learning,  and  is 
held  in  veneration  ail  over  India  :  Nothing,  howe-* 
ver,  can  more  fully  demonftrate  the  circumfcribed 
flate  of  Afiatic  knov/ledge  and  learning,  than  the 
fmall  number  who  fludythe  Sanfcreet  language,  and 
enable  themfelves  to  read  their  faered  or  fcientific 
books.  Very  few,  even  of  the  highefl:  clafs  of  Brah- 
F^ins  have  made  this  attainment — not  the  thoufandth 
part  of  the  community  ;  whereas  in  Europe,  almoft 
all  the  Youth  of  anv  rank  are  indrucled  in  the  Ian- 
guages  of  Athens  and  of  Rome  from  their  earlied 
years  ;  by  their  means  a  confiderable  mafs  of  know- 
ledge reaches  even  the  body  of  the  peopk.  But  the 
incurfions  of  the  Moguls  were  far  oftener  renewed, 
and  were  more  awfully  deflruclive  than  thofe  of  the 
Goths  and  Vandals  who  overturned  the  Roman  em- 
pire, and  deflroyed  the  monuments  of  -.taile  and 
fcience  that  diftinguilhed  Europe.  Regular  govern- 
ment was  gradually  eftabliflied,  and  learning  revived 
with  new  luiire  in  that  quarter  of  the  world ;  while 
Hindoilan  remains  in  the  fame  gloom  of  ignorance 
as  in  the  turbulent  periods  of  the  Mahomedan  con- 
qucRs. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  It  will  be  found  that 
a  proportionably  greater  number  of  Europeans  will 
iludy  the  learned  language  of  Hindoftan,  than  of  the 
natives  themfelves.  From  the  aftive  curiofity  and 
diligence,  of  the  former,  much  is  to  be  expected  j 

while 


fli^  kil 


INDIAN  RECREATIONS.  IS 

while  little  can  be  hoped  from  the  fupine  Indolence^ 
and  liftlefs  charader  of  the  latter. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
during  the  reign  of  BelloH,  the  Portuguefe  reached  •-^**'  '^•^'- 
India  by  the    Cape  of  Good  Hope.     But  fo  deeply      ' 
v/as  the  empire  involved  in  confufion,  that  they  were-  'V' 
allowed  to  make   conquefts  of   fome   of   the  petty 
dates  bordering  on  the  coaft,  whofe  viceroys  had  be- 
come independent  without  even  attracting  the  notice 
©f  the  court  of  Delhi. 

It  was  not  till  an  hundred  years  after  that  period 
that  the  Rritifli  were  heard  of  there,  when  in  1615 
Sir  Thomas  Row  was  fent  ambaifador  to  the  Empe- 
ror Jehanguire.  During  the  lapfe  of  a  century,  the 
Portuguefe  had  made  fuch  confiderable  acquifitions 
on  the  Goaft,  as  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  court : 
'and  Feriihta,  the  hiftorian,  mentions,  "  that  by  the 
negligence  of  the  king's  governors  feverah  diftriOis  of 
Guzarat  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Jdolators  of  Eu- 
rope*" - 

About  a  century  afterwards,  the  Mogul  empire 
feemed  to  have  reached  the  fummit  of  its  grandeur ; 
from  which  it  fuddenly  relapfed  into  debility  and 
litter  ruin.  During  the  reign  6f  Aurungzebe,  who. 
died  in  1707,  the  empire  extended  almofi:  over  the 

whole. 

*  Vid.  Col.  Bow's  Hift.  oi  Hiiuloflan, 
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whole  peninfuh ;  and  its  annual  revenue,  where- 
money  is  four  times  the  value  that  it  is  in  Europe/ 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  32,000,0001.  flerling,  ac- 
cording to  Major  Rennel ;  but  the  Ayeen  Acbery 
dates  it  at  thirty-fix  millions  in  the  time  of  Acber. 

So  vafl  an  empire  could  not  be  held  together  by  af 
weak  and  unenergetic  government :  and  the  mighty 
fceptre  of  Aurungzebe,  when  grafped  by  the  feebler 
hands  of  his  fons,  was  found  too  unwieldy  for  their 
management.  His  death  was  regarded  as  the  fignal 
of  hoftility  by  Mauzum  and  Azem,  the  two  eldeft,- 
who  marched,  the  former  from  Cabut,  and  the  latter 
from  the  Deccan,  to  difpute,  in  its  center,  the  poifef^' 
fion  of  an  empire  too  large  for  the  management  of 
one  perfon.  Two  armies,  each  confining  of  300,000 
men,  decided  the  conteit  by  a  battle  which  cofl  A-* 
zem  his  life  ;  and  conferred  the  whole  empire  on  his 
more  fortunate  brother,  who  ailumed  the  title  of 
Bahadar  Shah, 

His  four  fon^  difputed  the  throne  with  the  fame 
violence  that  their  father  had  done  ;  till  the  power 
and  refotirces  of  the  empire  were  fo  far  reduced,  as^ 
to  enable  the  Sieks,  an  obfcure  people  from  the 
eaftern  mountains,  to  fet  up  Ferokfere  in  the  room' 
of  Jehander  Shah,  the  lafl  of  them.  So  degraded 
■^as  the  houfe  of  Timor,  that  in  the  fpace  of  elevens 
years  after  the  death  of  Aurungzebe,  as  many  princes' 
had  been  raifed  to  the  throne,  and  fuccefliv'ely  mur-' 

dered'^ 
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•ired  or  depofed.  The  royal  authority  thus  pro- 
flituted,  became  contemptible  ;  and  the  governors  of 
provinces  prepared  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on 
tlie  head  of  the  empire  who  had  become  unable  to 
overawe  his  fervants. 

The  Nizam,  viceroy  of  the  Deccan,  and  Aliverdi 
Khan,  Subah  of  Bengal,  threv/  off  the  yoke  ;  while 
the  Mrhrattas  and  Rohiilas  eflablifhed  independent: 
flates  in  the  heart  of  the  empire.  The  province  of 
Oude  was  feized  by  Siefdar  Jung,  grandfather  to 
the  pvefent  Nabob  Azoph  Doulah.  Nothing  now 
remained  to  the  Im.perial  Houfe,  except  a  fmall  ter- 
ritory round  DeThi ;  when  in  1749  the  laft  royal 
army  v/as  defeated  by  the  Rohiilas,  whofe  indepen- 
dence was  now  fully  eflablilhed. 

The  prince,  in  whofe  time  this  final  overthrow  of 
the  Mogul  power  was  effefted,  was  Achmed  Shah ; 
from  this  period  though  ^.the  title  be  regularly  af- 
fumed  by  the  lineal  heir  of  the  empire,  it  is  merely 
nominal.     So  powerful    is  the  effect  of  cuilom  a- 
mong  Afiatics,  that  the  name  and  perfon  of  the  em- 
peror have  been  regarded  as  of  confequence  to  the 
different  powers  who  have  fince  contended  for  ter- 
Vicory  in  Hindoftan.     The  veneration  of  the  people 
r  their   ancient  monarchs  has  been   fo   great,    as 
oblige  the  princes   to  obtain   grants,  fanftioned 
■  the  emperor's  name,  to  cover  their  ufurpations 
om   the  eyes  of  at    lead  the  people  throughout 
Vol.  I.  .  B  .  India : 
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India :  nnd  through  that  extenfive  terriiory,  whicii 
compofed  the  Mogul  Empire,  the  coin  of  each 
flate  is  univerfally  ftruck  in  the  name  of  an  Em- 
peror, whofe  power  tliey  have  long  ceafed  to  ac- 
knowledge. 


RLMARKf- 
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Remarks  on  the  statement  given  by  the  aebE 
raynajl  of  the  british  conquests  in  bengal, 


Calcutta,  March  1796. 

The  celebrated  battle  of  Plafley,  which  was  gained 
by  a  fmall  army,  confifling,  it  is  faid,  only  of  two 
thoufand  natives,  and  nine  hundred  Europeans,  gave 
the  princes  of  India  fuch  an  awful  impreflion  of  Bri- 
tifh  difcipline  and  valour,  that  it  has  continued  ever 
fmce  to  operate  decifively  againft  them  at  every  fuc- 
ceeding  engagement. 

Those  who  entertain  doubts  of  the  truth  of  Gre- 
cian hiftories,  and  of  the  accounts  of  the  Patan  and 
Mogul  conquefts,  from  the  enormous  difproportlon 
of  numbers  between  the  contending  armies,  may- 
find  a  clear  elucidation  of  them  in  many  of  the  en- 
gagements in  their  own  times,  where  the  number  of 
the  victors  was  flill  more  difproportioned  to  that  of 
the  vanquillied  armies.     A  detachment  of  French 

B  2  troops 
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troops  efFected  revolutions  in  the  Deccan,  while 
their  number  was,  perhaps,  not  a  tenth'  part  of  the 
number  of  Alexander,  The  Britifh,  in  two  cam- 
paigns, made  a  complete  conqueft  of  Bengal,  Bahar,. 
and  Oude,  with  a  ftill  more  diminutive  force.  In 
all  thefe  inilances,  the  firfl  advantages  were  gained 
by  Europeans  alone,  which  were  improved  by  levies 
in  the  conquered  countries  ;  and  Alexander,  who 
fet  out  with  only  thirty-five  thoufand,  returned  to- 
wards Europe  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
men. 

After  being  thus  firmly  e/tablifhed  on  the 
Ganges,  the  Britifh  power  was  engaged  in  conteils  in 
the  Deccan,  far  more  arduous  in  their  nature,  and 
for  a  while  attended  with  lefs  fplendid  advantages. 
There  it  had  to  contend  with  European  armies,  in  a 
more  difficult  country,  and  with  native  troops 
whofe  taclics  had  been  improved  by  fuperior  difci- 
pline :  over  thefe  ob (lacks,  too,  however,  it  has 
fmally  been  triumphant ;  and  has  annihilated  the  em-  i 
pire  of  the  Myforian  kings,  though  defended  fuc 
ceflively  by  Hyder  Ally  and  Tippoo,  two  fovereigns., 
of  greater  military  fkill,  and  animated  with  a  more 
inveterate  hoftility,  than  had  ever  difputed  the  field' 
againfl  Europeans  in  the  Eall.. 

The  account  given  by  the  Abbe  Raynal  of  thef(^ 
conquefls  and  fettlements,  is  jnore  ample  and  de- 
tailed than  that  of  any  other  writer.  The  changes. 
introduced  by  time,  have  rendered  his  defcriptions,  in 

fomc! 
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ibme  parts,  inapplicable  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
I  country :  in  other  paiTages  they  were'  often  origin- 
ally inaccurate,  from  the  inipoflibility  of  any  ■Pngle 
perfon  being  able  to  collcfl  fo  great  a  mafs  of  au- 
thentic particulars.  What  is  ftill  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, from  his  want  of  perfonal  and  local  know- 
ledge of  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  admittance 
has  fometimes  been  given  to  accounts  altogether  in- 
credible by  perfons  who  have  vifited  hidia. 

The  eloquent  exaggerations  of  this  ingenious  hif- 
torian  have  univerfally  been  perufed ;  ahvays  to  the 
entertainment,  and  frequently  to  the  inftruclion  of 
his  reader. 

One  manifefl  advantage  he  poiTefled  over  a  native 
of  Britain  ;  he  could  defcribe  the  condud  of  its  fer- 
vants  in  India  without  fear  or  partiality.  His  re- 
fledions  upon  thi§  topic  are  unbiaifed,  and  may 
therefore  be  juflly  regarded  as  the  moil  valuable  part 
of  his  work ;  for  this  reafon  I  have  ventured  to  give 
his  account  of , the  manner  in  which  we  obtained  the 
fovereignty  of  Bengal,  and  of  the  rich  province  of 
Behar,  from  which  I  now  write.    • 

From  an  affe(?.atIon,  however,  of  impartiality,  and 
of  getting  the  better  ci  European  prejudices,  the 
French  writers  reprefent  the  natives  of  every  foreign 
country  as  being  in  a  ftate  of  comparative  perfection 
and  happinefs.  In  their  religious  and  moral  duties, 
they  are  always  on  the  fide  of  reafon  :  and  in  every 

B  3  quarrel. 
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quiirrel,  or  partial  contefl,  they  are  fure  to  be  on  the 
fide  of  juftice.  Much  of  this  affedation  difgraces 
the  writings  of  Roufleau  as  well  as  of  the  Abbe 
Raynal. 

"  A  pernicious  cuftom,"  fays  he,  "  had  for  fome 
time  prevailed  in  thefe  countries :  the  governors  of 
all  the  European  fettlements  took  upon  them  to 
grant  an  afylum  to  fuch  of  the  natives  as  were  afraid 
of  oppreffion  or  punifliment.  As  they  received 
very  confiderable  fums  for  their  protection,  they 
overlooked  the  danger  to  which  the  interefts  of  their 
principals  were  expofed  by  this  proceeding.  One  of 
the  chief  officers  of  Bengal,  apprifed  of  this  refource, 
took  refuge  among  the  Englifh  at  Calcutta,  to  avoid 
the  punifhment  due  to  his  treachery.  He  was  taken 
under  their  protedion.  The  Subah,  juflly  irritated, 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  attacked  the 
place,  and  took  it.  He  put  the  garrifon  into  a  clofe 
dungeon,  where  they  were  fuffocated  in  the  fpace  of 
twelve  hours.  Twenty-three  only  remained  alive. 
Thefe  wretched  people  offered  large  fums  to  the 
keeper  of  their  prifon  to  prevail  upon  him  to  get 
their  deplorable  fituation  reprefented  to  the  prince. 
Their  cries  and  lamentations  were  fufficient  informa- 
tion to  the  people,  who  were  touched  with  compaf- 
fion  ;  but  no  one  would  venture  to  addrefs  the  de- 
fpotic  monarch  upon  the  fubjeft.  The  expiring 
Enghfli  were  told,  that  he  w^as  afleep  ;  there  was  i 
not,  perhaps,  a  hngle  perfon  in  Bengal  who  tliought 
xhat  the  tyrant's  (lumbers  Should  be  interrupted  for 
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»nc  moment ;  even  to  preferve  the  lives  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  unfortunate  men  ! 

"  Admiral  Watfon,  who  was  juft  arrived  in 
India  with  his  fquadron,  and  Colonel  Clive,  who  had 
diflinguilhed  himfeif  fo  remarkably  in  the  war  of  the 
Carnatic,  did  not  delay  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  their 
country.  They  got  together  the  Englifii  M^ho  had 
bcea  difperfed,  and  were  flying  from  place  to  place : 
They  went  up  theXjanges  in  the.month  of  December 
1 756,  retook  Calcutta,  and  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  feveral  other  places  ;  and  obtained  a  complete 
victorv  over  the  Subah. 


cc 


Such  a  rapid  and  extenfive  faccefs,  becomes  in 
a  manner  inconceivable,  when  we  confider,  that  it 
was  only  with  a  body  of  five  hundred  men,  that  the 
Englilh  were  to  (land  againft  the  whole  force  of  Ben- 
gal. But  If  their  fuperiority  was  partly  owing  to  their 
better  difcipline,  and  t.)  other  evident  advantages 
which  Europeans  have  in  battle  over  the  Indian 
powers,  the  ambition  of  eaftern  chiefs,  the  avarice 
of  their  minillcrs,  and  the  nature  of  a  government 
whofe  onlyfprings  are  fear  and  prefent  irxterefl,  were 
of  ftill  more  advantace  to  rhem :  they  had  fufficient 
experience  to  -avail  themfelves  of  thefe  feveral  cir- 
cumdances  in  their  firih  as  well  as  in  everv  facceed- 
ing  enterprize.  The  Subah  was  dctelled  by  all  his 
ov/n  people,  as  tyrants  generally  are ;  the  principal 
officers  fold  their  intereft  to  the  Enghih  :  he  was  be- 
trayed at  the  head  of  his  army,  the  grcateft:  part  of 
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which  refufed  to  engage ;  and  he  himfelf  fell  Into 
the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  who  caufed  him  to  be 
flrangled  in  prifon. 

.  *'  They  difpofed  of  the  Subahfnip  in  favour  of 
JafEer  Alii  Khc.n,  the  ringleader  of  the  confpiracy, 
who  ceded  to  the  Company  lome  provinces,  with  a 
grant  of  every  privilege,  exemption  and  favour,  to 
which  they  could  have  any  pretenfion.  But  foon 
growing  weary  of  the  yoke  he  had  impofed  on  him- 
felf, he  was  fecretly  looking  out  for  means  to  get  rid 
of  it.  His  defigns  \^'ere  difcovered,  and  he  was  con- 
fined in  the  pentre  of  his  own  capital. 

"  Cossim-Alli  Khan,  his  nephew,  was  proclaim- 
ed in  his  (lead  :  he  had  purchafed  that  ufurpation 
with  an  immenfe  furn  of  money  ;  but  he  did  not 
long  enjoy  it.  Impatient  of  the  yoke,  as  his  prede- 
ceiTor  had  been,  he  gave  fome  tokens  of  his  difpo- 
fition,  and  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  laws  which  the 
Company  had  impofed  upon  him.  Upon  this  the 
\var  broke  out  again  :  The  Je.ffier  Alii  Khan,  whom 
the  Engliih  kept  in  confinement,  was  again  proclaim- 
ed Subah  of  Bengal.  They  niarched  againft  Coffim- 
AUi  Khan.  His  General  Officers  were  corrupted  : 
he  was  betrayed,  and  entirely  defeated :  too  happy, 
that  whilfl  he  loft  his  dignity,  he  ftiil  pofleffed  the 
vaft  treafures  he  had  amalfed. 

"  Notwithstanding  this  revolution,  Coilim- 
AUi  did  not  drop  his  hopes  of  vengeance.     Full  of 

refent- 
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5*efentment,  and  loaded  with  treafure,  he  fet  out  for 
the  Nabob  of  Benares,  chief  vizier  in  the  Mogul's 
empire.  He  and  all  the  neighbouring  princes  re- 
united in  oppofition  to  the  common  enemy,  who 
threatened  them  all  equally.  But  now  the  conteft 
remained  no  long^er  between  them  and  a  handful  of 
Europeans  juft  arrived  from  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del ;  they  were  to  engage  with  the  whole  ftrength  of 
Bengal,  of  which  the  Englidi  were  mafiers.  Ela.ted 
with  their  fucceiTes,  they  did  not  wait  to  be  attacked  ; 
they  fet  out  direftly,  and  made  head  againfi:  fo  for- 
midable a  lergue,  marching  with  all  the  confidence 
Clive  could  infpire,  a  leader  v/hofe  name  feerned  to 
be  the  pledge  of  conqueil.  Clive,  however,  did  not 
care  to  hazard  any  thing.  Part  of  the  campaign 
was  fpent  in  negociation  ;  but  in  time  the  treafures 
which  the  Englilh  had  drawn  from  Bengal  ferved  to 
enfure  them  new  ccnquells.  The  heads  of  the  In- 
dian army  were  corrupted  ;  and  when  the  Nabob  of 
Benares  was  defirous  of  coming  to  aftion,  he  was 
obliged  to  fly  with  his  men,  without  ever  being  able 
to  engage.  By  this  victory,  the  country  of  Benares 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli :  and  it  feerned  as 
if  nothing  could  hinder  them  from  annexing  that 
fovereignty  to  the  province  of  Bengal.'* 

By  thefe  or  fmiilar  methods,  the  Englifh  have  ob-* 
tained  their  territory  in  India  ;  and  other  nations 
have  acquired  theirs  by  means  perhaps  flill  lefs  de- 
fencible.  In  the  eye  of  reafon,  however,  there  ap- 
pears iDUt  little  ground  for  thofe  opprobrious  terms 

of 
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tif  abufe  with  which  this  lively  author  has  loaded 
•their  conduct.  In  fact,  there  cannot  be  adduced  a 
■fnigle  argument  againft  feizing  the  territory  of  the 
native  princes,  w^ho  were  themfelves  ufurpers,  which 
juay  not  be  urged  againft  interfering  in  any  raanner, 
or  tradinp^  with  India  in  fccncral. 

Wherever  mankind  have  tranfaclions,  there  will 
ai-ile  quarrels  and  difputes ;  and  among  nations  who 
quarrel,  the  weaker  party  muft  everfufter.  In  ever", 
quarter  of  the  world,  as  well  as  Afia,  every  nation, 
diftingui&ed  among  its  neighbours  by  fuperior  bra- 
very, knowledge,  and  induftry,  has  invariably  in- 
creafed  its  power  and  enlarged  its  dominion.  Su- 
perior talents  operate  upon  the  re-fources  af  nations 
and  their  poffeffions  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  do 
in  the  cafe  of  individuals.  Philofophers  may  har- 
^  rangue  ;  but  the  induilrious  and  enterprifing  always 
liave,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  ever  mull  acquire, 
an  afcendant  over  the  dilfolute  and  poor. 

Such  is  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  the  inter- 
courfe  of  a  wadike  and  enterprifing  people  v/ith  na- 
tions inferior  in  arts  and  arms  :  If  the  fubject  be  ex- 
amined by  the  rule  of  morality,  -perhaps  the  conJuct 
of  Europeans  may  find  a  ftili  ftronger  vindication. 
According  to  the  above  account,  the  conduft  of  the 
native  princes  has  been  in  the  higheft  degree  cruel 
and  tyrannical.  The  Subah  of  Bengal,  who  mur- 
dered the  Englifli,  was  detefted  by  all  his  fubjeas, 
^aid   dreaded   to  fuch  a  degree  that  he  durft   not  be 
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approached  on  the  moft  urgent  calls  of  Iiumanlty.. 
The  nobles  who  hated,  betrayed  him  ;  and  the  pic- 
ture is  applicable  to  almoft  every  native  prince  in 
India.  1  he  rules  of  morality,  therefore,  if  applied 
to  this  fubjecl:,  would  impofe  it  as  a  duty,  on  every 
nation  who  had  the  power,  to  vindicate  the  injuries 
of  mankind,  by  depofing  thefe  oppreifors  from  thuir 
abufed  authority. 

This  relief  to  the  fufferings  of  mankind  could  not 
be  viewed  jas  an  injuftice  even  to  the  princes  them- 
felves  ;  for  they  are  in  general  ufurpers  of  their 
power.  In  Europe,  where  hereditary  fucceflion  is 
cftabliflied,  the  imagination  conceives  a  fort  of  right 
in  the  fucceflbr  to  the  profpecls  which  he  has  been 
educated  to  entertain ;  he  compafTes  them  without 
violence,  in  Afia  almoll  every  fuccelTion  is  an  ufur- 
pation.  The  dying  fovereign  bequcatlis  his  people 
to  an  adopted  heir  ;  perhaps  the  child  of  his  menial 
(lave  ;  the  difcontented  nobles  take  the  field,  and 
place  upon  the  throne  one  of  their  own  number,  who 
has  no  other  right  than  that  conferred  by  the  fword. 
The  Englifli,  on  the  contrary,  have  placed  feveral  of 
the  princes  whofe  territories  they  have  acquired,  in 
opulent  and  fplendid  circumflances,  of  which  hardlv 
even  their  ov/n  folly  can  deprive  them.  And  thefe 
jich  penfioners  they  have  continued  from  one  gene- 
ration to  another,  even  in  defpitc  of  thdr  ov/n  de- 
iiierits. 
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The  late  Nabob  of  Oudc  left   his  ample  domi- 
nions to  a  child,  born  to  his  meaneft  f.rvant,  whofe 
indifference  for  his  people,  and  extravagance  and 
folly  can  only  be   equalled  by  the  meannefs  of  his 
former  condition.     His  dominions  mnft  therefore  be 
governed  as  they  too  long  have  been,  by  a  defpotifm 
and  wantonnefs  of  cruelty  more  deflrudive  than  that 
of  Nero.     Kis  territories  border  upon  thofe  of  the 
India  Company  ;    and  their  limits  are  every  where 
difcernible  by  the  poverty  and  defolation  which  they 
difplay.     The  Englifh  nation  has  had  a  powerful 
afceudancy  over  this  country  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury :    by  them  it  has  been  conquered,  as  well  as 
protected  from  foreign  enemies ;    while  its  princes 
have  preferved  their  revenue  without  feeling  depen- 
dence.   A  purer  code  of  morality  would  have  taught 
them,  that  to  fuffer  crimes  you  can  prevent,  is  to  be 
acceffary  in  corrimitting  them;    that   they  are    in 
fome  degree  blameable  for  the  wretched    internal 
management  of  fo  vaft  a  territory  ;    that  as  it  has 
been  in  their  power,  fo  it  was  their  duty  to  make 
this  prince  a  penfioner*,  and  his  people  happy.  They 
have  oftener  incurred  the  guilt  of  hypocrify,  in  the 
precautions  they  have  adopted  to  fcreen  their  ufur- 
pations,   than  difcovered  temerity  in  feizing  power 
which  feem.ed  thrown  into  their  hands. 

ORIGIN 

*  What  right  have  we  to  do  this  ?  We  have  a  right  to  're- 
fume  a  gift  upon  its  being  abufed,  or;,  if  improperly  given,  whe- 
ihcr  it  has  been  abufed  or  not. 


if 
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©RIGIN  AND  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  MAHRATTA 

EMPIRE. 


^ear  JBuxar,  Nov*  1796. 

In  every  narrative  of  India  affairs,  the  Mahrattas  are 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  moll  confiderable  powers 
which  have  arifen  on  the  ruins  of  the  Mogul  Em- 
pire. 

This  nation  derives  its  name  from  Mahrat,  a  pro- 
vince in  the  Deccan*,  which  at  prefent,  under  the 
name  of  Baglana,  forms  the  mod  central  part  of 
the  Mahratta  dominions.  Sevajee  is  regarded  as  the 
founder  of  this  empire ;  he  had  obtained  a  diflin- 
guilhed  rank  in  the  army  of  the  King  of  Vifiapour, 
and  the  diftra&ions  of  that  monarchy  foon  afforded 
him  an  opportunity  of  affuming  independent  power. 

His 

*  Vid.  Ferifhta's  Hift.  Hindoftan.  • 
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His  conquefts  were  fo  rapid  in  the  adjoining  pro- 
vinces, that  before  the  acceflion  of  Aurungzebe  to 
the  throne,  he  had  already  become  formidable  to  the 
Mogul  Empire.  The  Roman  State  had  not  a  more 
liardy  or  warlike  people  for  its  founders  than  the 
Mahrattas  ;  for  many  of  the  conquefts  of  Sevajee 
were  made  in  the  face  of  Aurungzebe  when  he  was 
at  the  fummit  of  his  power.  The  confufions  which 
followed  upon  the  death  of  that  emperor,  and  the 
diilentions  among  his  fons,  allowed  the  Mahrattas  to' 
extend  their  conquefts  with  a  rapidity  peculiar  to 
this  part  of  Afia.  Bred  in  the  fchool  of  war,  and 
preferved  by  their  rugged  and  barren  mountains 
from  falling  into  that  liftfefs  effeminacy  which  cha- 
racterized the  inhabitants  of  India,  the  Mahrattas 
were  able  to  contend  with  Aurungzebe  himfelf;  and 
Sahojee,  the  prince  who  fucceeded  the  founder  of  the 
nation,  had  before  his  death  extended  his  dominions 
from  the  weft  em  fhore  of  the  peninfula  to  OriiTa  on 
the  eaftern ;  and  from  Agra,  on  the  north,  to  the 
Carnatic,  on  the  fouth  ;  while  aimoft  every  part  of 
Hindoftan  and  Bengal  itfelf  had  been  plundered  by 
his  armies.  Thefe  conquefts  were  made  in  the  fame 
manner  as  thofe  of  this  nation  have  ever  been :  ail 
enterpriftng  chief,  by  holding  up  to  his  followers  a 
profpecl  of  plunder,  foon  colietls  an  army  ;  and  the 
weaknefs  and   dift rations  of  his  neichbours   afford 

o 

him  an  opportunity  of  realifing  liis  promifes. 

In   1718  the  Mahrattas  were  fo  powerful,  that 
they  were  enabled  to  enforce  the  payment  of  a  tri- 
bute 
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bute  from  the  Emperor  Nadir  Shah  :  this  impofition: 
is  in  the  language  of  Hindoltan  denomiaafed  a  cbout^ 
and  though  it  varied  in  particular  diilricls,  amounted 
generally  to  one  fourth  of  the  annual  revenue.  Thi>s^ 
lliameful  contribution  was  exacled  from  the  province 
of  Bengal  in  1742,  when  they  overran  that  province 
with  80.(X)O  cavalry,  whofe  depredations  and  cruel- 
ties are  ftill  remembered  with  horror  by  the  natives. 
For  two  fuccelllve  yeaj-s  they  plundered  this  rich 
territory,  nor  did  they  quit  it  till  they  exhaufced  its 
Itores,  and  carried  off  an  immenfe  booty,  particu- 
larly from  the  Jaggut  Sects,  the  moft  eminent 
bankers  in  India. 

The  fortunes  of  an  em.pire  of  fuch  recent  forma- 
tion and  rapid  growth,  were  deftined  foon  to  fall, 
for  it  contained  the  feeds  of  its  own  deftruftion.  In 
iadiy  the  combination  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs  exhibits 
the  feudal  conftitution  in  its  loofeft  form.  It  is  a- 
voluntary  combination  of  plunderers,  pofieffing  no- 
principle  of  permanent  union  or  improvement  5  and 
the  rife  of  the  Mahratta  power  may  with  greater  pro- 
priety be  termed  the  dilTolution  of  all  government, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  anarchy,  than  the  founda- 
tion of  regular  empire.  They  are  the  Sv/ifs  of 
India,  ever  ready  to  enter  for  hire  into  every  fcheme 
of  plunder  fuggelled  by  an  ambitious  chief. 

During  the  reign  of  Ram  Raja,  the  difcordant 
fabric  of  the  Mahratta  government  was  divided  by 
the  two  miniflers  of  that  prince,  who  treated  .him 

with. 


22  INDIAN  RECREATIONS. 

with  the  fame  perfidy  his  anceftor  had  done  the  king 
of  Vifiapour.  Bajirow,  the  Pefliwah,  or  minifler, 
afTumed  the  government  of  the  weftern  provinces  at 
Poonah  J  Avhile  the  Bukfhi,  or  commander  in  chief, 
ufurped  the  eafterii  diflricts,  and  eftabhfhed  his  go- 
vernment at  Nagpore,  in  Berar.  Without  any  prin- 
ciple of  mutual  co-operation  in  making  either  peace 
or  war,  thefe  chiefs  continued  at  the  head  of  their 
refpedive  dominions. 

Bajirow,  the  pelhwah  of  Poonah,  conducted  his 
adminiitration  with  a  vigour  fuited  to  the  boldnefs 
with  which  he  had  ufurped  his  power.     He  not  only 
took  from  the  Portugueze  the  iilands  of  Bombay 
and  Salfette,  but  pufhed  his  donquefts  in  the  Panjab 
as  far  as  the  Indus.     There,  however,  they  gave 
umbrage  to  Abdaila,   king  of  Candahar,   a  prince 
with  whom  they  were  hitherto  unacquainted,  and  be- . 
fore  whom  their  fudden  greatnefs  feemed  deftined  only 
to  have  made  their  downfall   the  more  confpicuous. 
For  fome  time  this  afpiring  nation  had  been  engaged 
in  every  fcene  of  war  and  ]}oIitics  throughout  the 
whole  of  Hindollan.    This  profperity  of  their  affairs, 
with  the  vaft  territories  of  which  they  were  in  poflef- 
fion,  infpired  them  with  the  idea  of  banifhing  for 
ever  the  Mahomedan  government  from  India.    -On 
their  part,  therefore,  they  collected  all  the  Hindoo 
powers   into  a  confederacy,  while  the  Mahomedan 
princes  ranged  themfelves  under  the  banners  of  Ab- 
daila.    Sujah  Dowlah,  and  the  Rohilla  chiefs  were 
his  alfociates  oppofed  to  the  Jatts  and  Mahrattas. 

Shah 
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Shah  Allum  was  invited  to  the  throne  of  Delhi 
by  Abdalla ;  and  the  fate  of  the  Mahomedan  princes 
hailened  to  its  decifion,  which  was  effefted  by  the 
celebrated  battle  of  Pannlput.  Never  fince  the  fatal 
conteft  between  the  fons  of  Allumguire,  had  Hin- 
doftan  beheld  fuch  numerous  armies  in  the  field, 
or  a  combat  maintained  with  fuch  obftinate  valour. 
On  the  fide  of  Abdalla  and  the  Mahomedans  there 
were  1 50,0(30  combatants  ;  on  that  of  the  Mahrattas 
200,000  men.  The  deeds  of  valour  performed,  and 
the  carnage  of  both  armies  were  incredible  ;  but 
fortune  declared  in  favour  of  Abdalla.  The  num- 
ber of  the  Mahratta  prifoners  taken  wasimmenfe,  and 
the  rout  of  their  army  fo  complete,  that  they  have 
ever  fmce  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  univerfal  em- 
pire in  Hindoflan,  and  their  power  has  continued 
to  decline. 

Ballajee,  who  fuffered  this  fignal  defeat  from 
the  army  of  Abdalla,  foon  died,  and  was  lucceeded, 
in  their  turns,  by  Maderow,  and  his  fon  Narrain ; 
the  latter  being  murdered  .by  Ragoba,  his  uncle,  left 
the  Poonah  government  in  a  ftate  of  great  diftraction. 
The  widow  of  Narrain  produced  a  fon  who  was  ac- 
knowledged heir  ;  and  the  infamous  Ragoba,  depofed 
by  his  fubjecls,  unfortunately  drev;  in>  the  govern- 
ment of  Bombay  to  efpoufe  his  caufe,  by  offering  ad- 
vantageous grants  to  the  Company.  The  war  that 
enfued  terminated  difgracefully  for  both  parties  ;  for 
Ragoba  was  firrendered  to  his  enemies,  and  the 
Vol.  I.  C  Bombay 
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Bombay  army,  after  a  convention  by  no  means  cre- 
ditable to  themfelves,  agreed  to  that  fettlement. 

The  adminiflration  of  the  Poonah  government, 
during  a  long  minority,  was  conducted  by  a  junto 
of  chiefs  whofe  jealoufies  and  quarrels  have  fre- 
quently brought  the  ftate  to  the  verge  of  civil  war ; 
a  condition  in  which  it  cannot  prove  formidable  to 
its  neic;hbours. 

o 

It  is  not  probable  Hindoftan  will  foon  fulfer  from 
the  conqueils  of  either  of  the  Mahratta  ftates ;  the 
Eaftern  has  no  refources,  and  the  Weflern  m-uft  be 
feeble  from  diflentions,  till  fome  chief  of  fuperior 
talents  unite  it  into  one  monarchy.  The  meafures 
lately  purfued  by  Scindia,  feemed  to  lead  to  inde- 
pendent pov/er  over  the  Poonah  ftate.  Plis  troops 
are  difciplined  by  Europeans,  and  a  large  body  of 
them,  till  very  lately,  was  commanded  by  an  officer 
who  had  been  in  the  Britifli  fervice.  If  by  their  ef- 
forts Scindia,  or  his  fon  Dowlat  Row,  eftablifhes  a 
new  empire  in  the  north  and  weft,  the  weftern  Mah- 
ratta government  will  be  overthrown,  and  a  power 
eftabliftied  in  the  vicinity  of  Oude,  more  formidable 
to  the  Britifh  interefts  than  any  th^y  have  perhaps 
ever  beheld  in  Hindoftan*. 

The 

*  This  has  been  verified  ;  for  fince  the  above  was  written  the 
Peifhwah  has  been  banifhed  by  Scindia  ;  and  his  reftoration  bj 
the  Pritifh  has  called  forth  efforts  of  bravery,  which  fufficienti) 

prov^ 
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The  provinces  of  Agra  and  Delhi,  once  fo  famous 
for  their  population  and  wealth,  are  at  prefent  in  the 
mofl  wretched  flate.  During  half  a  century  they 
have  been  the  feat  of  uninterrupted  devaftation  ;  the 
lands  are  nearly  laid  wafte,  and  the  miferable  ryuts 
dare  not  provide  any  thing  beyond  immediate  fub- 

j  fiilence,  from  too  well  founded  an  apprehenfion  that 
they  would  draw  upon   themfelves  the   cruelties  of 

;j  fome  licentious  chief  whofe  trade  is  pillage,  and 
whofe  fupport  is  the  fpoils  of  his  miferable  neigh- 
bours. 

This  defcriptiori  is  biit  too  applicable  to  the  whole 

I  Mahratta  empire,  which  at  prefent  confifts  of  nearly 

&ne  half  of  the  whole  peninfula  of  India  :  and  which, 

with  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Seiks^  and  the 

jEnglifh,  conftitute  the  only  independent  power  now 

remaining  in  this  country^ 

The  Seiks,  as  well  as  the  Mahrattas,  are  a  recent 
power  which  has  gradually  rifen  upon  the  downfall 
of  the  Mogul  government.  This  nation  confifts  of 
a  vaft  number  of  ariftocratical  chiefs  equally  loofe 
;ind  diforderly  with  the  Mahrattas ;  their  religious 
principles  might  form  a  bond  of  union  in  cafe  of  any 

C  2  general 

irove  the  formidable  ftste  at  \vliich  the  Mahrattas  had  arrived. 
Jar  late  glorious  vidories  in  that  quarter  have  all  been  atchieved 
iver  native  troops,  who  maintained  the  confliA  with  more  fteady 
iilcipline,  and  real  bravery,  than  were  ever  difplayed  by  that 
ace  of  men. 
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general  change  threatening  their  fe£l.  They  have  in 
a  great  meafure  apoftatifed  from  the  Hindoo  fyftem, 
and  have  made  great  approaches  to  Deifm,  and  a 
purer  fyflem  of  natural  religion.  They  receive  pro- 
felytes  and  make  converts  ;  and  poffefs  a  decided  ad-t 
vantage  over  the  adherents  of  the  ancient  faith  in 
precluding  themfelves  from  no  animal  food  except 
the  Ox.  They  may  be  regarded  as  the  reformed  in. 
India  ;  and  though  the  rules  of  their  founder  Nanuch 
have  confiderable  hold  over  them,  they  would  not ; 
perhaps  prove  fo  inacceffible  to  the  arguments  of; 
milTionaries  as  the  followers  of  Brahma.  The  ex- 
tenfive  country  of  the  Panjab,  is  wholly  in  their  pof- 
feflion,  and  forms  a  wide  and  untried  field,  which 
in  fome  future  period  may  fignaiize  the  labours  of 
European  miiTionaries. 


OF 
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SECT  IV. 


©F  THE  EXTENT,  POLICE,  &c.  OF  CALCUTTA. 


Calcutta^  March  1796. 

Among  the  firft  objects  which  attrad:  the  notice  of 
a  ftranger  on  his  arrival  in  Bengal,  is  the  elegance 
and  beauty  of  Calciitta,  the  capital  of  oiir  dominions 
in  the  Eaft.  The  Company's  -botanic  gardens,  the 
elegant  villas  of  its  fervants,  the  ftrong  and  regular 
garnfon  of  Fort  William,  and  the  fpires  of  the  to^^n, 
announce  your  approach  to  a  capital,  though  not 
above  fifty  years  Handing,  that  would  be  deemed 
confiderable  in  any  pail  of  the  world. 

The  activity  and  enterprize  of  the  Englifh  is  per- 
haps no  where  better  difplayed,  than  in  the  rapid  en- 
argement  of  this  town.  In  the  memory  of  perfons 
^ill  living  here,  the  European  houfes  were  mean, 
md  comparatively  few  in  number.  Thofe  of  the 
latives  arc,  in  general,  ftill  paltry  huts  ;  but  as  pro- 

C  3  fpeclR 
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fpe£ls  of  gain,  or  at  lead  of  employment,  are  always 
opening  in  the  vicinity  of  European  fociety  ;  the 
number  of  their  dwellings  has  increafed  in  a  Pdll 
greater  proportion  than  that  of  Europeans.  From 
the  number  of  houfes  rated  for  the  payment  of  taxes 
in  the  affelTors  books,  the  native  inhabitans  of  Cal- 
cutta cannot  fall  much  fhort  of  half  a  million.  They 
amount  to  this  number  eftimating  four  perfons  to 
each  houfe  ;  an  eftimate  certainly  moderate,  if  you 
confider  the  number  of  children  and  women  around 
each  hut.  The  Hindoos  not  only  all  marry,  but 
enter  into  that  ftate  at  a  very  early  period  of  life, 
which  renders  their  marriages  uncommonly  prolific  :• 
this  circumftance  has  rendered  barrennefs  and  celir- 
bacy  difgraceful  in  either  fex,  but  particularly  in 
the  female.  A  young  woman,  who  has  not  been 
betrothed  in  her  infancy  ;  or  who,  from  any  fniifher 
accident,  has  not  procured  a  hufband,  brings  much 
foiicitude  and  difgrace  upon  the  family. 

This  natural  fource  of  population  has  always  been 
feconded  by  the  Britifh  government  in  Calcutta, 
which  has  afforded  an  uniform  protection  to  the  lives, 
and  property  of  the  inhabitants.  The  police  of  thd 
city  is  chiefly  committed  to  a  fuperintendant  of  po 
lice,  and  feveral  inferior  juftices  of  the  peace,  Euro- 
peans, with  certain  dated  falaries  :  before  them  all 
petty  delinquencies  are  tried,  and  fmaller  diiturb-' 
ances  puniflied.  Tannahs,  or  guard-houfes,  are:, 
erected  in  the  different  divifions  of  the  town :  andj 
the  peace  is  nii^intained  by  a  few  companies  of  native 

foldieri 
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foldiers,  who  patrole  the  flreets,  and  prevent  difturb- 
ance  from  quarrels,  robbery,  or  theft.  Offences  of 
a  higher  nature,  whether  committed  by  Europeans 
or  natives,  are  cognizable  by  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature ;  which  about  twenty-five  years  ago  was 
fubflituted  in  place  of  the  Mayor's  court,  with  more 
extenfive  jurifdidion,  and  fuperior  authority. 

The  powers  of  this  court  extend  not  only  to  the 
Company's  territories  in  this  part  of  India,  but  alfo 
to  every  cafe,  civil  or  criminal,  that  may  occur  upon 
the  fea  between  the  Coromandel  and  Malacca  coafls. 
The  jurifdiction  of  this  court  does  not  extend  to  the 
upper  flations :  In  thefe,  however,  all  the  European, 
fettlers  come  under  an  engagement  to  be  amenable 
to  its  authority. 

The  policy  of  this  eflablifhment  has  been  much 
controverted  by  the  civil   and   military  fervants  on 
the  Bengal  eftablifliment ;   and  it  flill  feems  to  be  re- 
garded as  an   unpopular  meafure.     The  objedtions, 
however,  urp-ed  aaainft  it,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  weigh  them,  are  highly  to  its  honour  and  that  of 
its  projeftors.     It  is  contended  that  a  very  confider- 
able  difcretionary  power  over  the  natives  ought  to  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  Europeans,   to  preferve  fubordi- 
nation  and   obedience.     A  greater  degree   of  info- 
i  lence,   and   a  more  independent  fpirit,   it  is  faid,   is 
!  daily  gaining  ground  among  that  clafs  of  men  :  that 
diey  are  litigious  to  a  proverb  ;  and  on  every  occa- 
i  lion  put  themfelves  on  that  footing  of  equahty  with 

C  4  Euro- 
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Europeans,  which  they  find  from  experience  to  be 
countenanced  by  the  fupreme  court.  They  forefee 
in  its  continuance,  and  in  the  eftabhfliment  of  fimilar 
jurifdiftions  at  Bombay  and  Madras,  the  total  eman- 
cipation of  our  native  fubjecls  in  India*. 

These  charges,  and  thefe  fears,  proceed  rather 
from  the  mifcondudl  of  individuals  than  their  pa- 
triotifm,  or  the  rigour  of  the  fupreme  court.  The' 
diffipation  of  Europeans  here  is  far  more  confpicuous 
than  the  infolence  of  the  natives.  Both  the  military 
-and  civil  fervants  are  too  often  in  the  habit  of  incur- 
ring debt,  fometimes  by  borrowing  money  from  the 
people  of  colour  ;  but  oftener  by  want  of  jbunduality 
in  the  payment  of  wages  and  accounts.  In  every 
cafe  a  native  is  a  rigid  creditor  ;  and  is  gratified,  ra- 
ther than  hurt,  by  feeing  himlelf  in  a  fituation  in 
which  he  can  command  the  perfonal  liberty  of  an. 
European  by  imprifonment.  But  the  man  who  de- 
mands the  payment  of  a  juft  debt  may  be  rigid,  but 
is  not  infolent.  An  honefl  man  has  nothing  to  fear 
from  fuch  demands  ;  to  him  they  will  always  appear 
more  reafonable,  than  that  every  perfon  who  has  the 
facility  to  part  with  his  money,  or  want  his  wages, 
fliould  contribute  to  debauchery,  or  fuffer  for  the 
extravagance  and  folly  of  another.   "• 

FoR- 


*  Since  the  above  v/as  written,  a  jurifdiftion  bill,  conferring 
iimilar  powers  to  that  for  Calcutta,  has  been  projedled  for  the 
fettlements  of  Bombay  and  Madras. 
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Formerly  it  fometimes  happened  that  a  peace 
officer  has  been  feized  in  the  cantonments,  and  in- 
fulted  at  the  infligation  of  officers,  or  by  their  per- 
fonal  violence.  Thefe  facls  are  reported  by  them- 
felves  with  an  air  of  exultation,  which  clearly  de- 
monflrates  their  inclination,  and  a  willi  that  they 
could  again  be  repeated.  Even  at  prefent,  there  are 
combinations  well  known  to  the  bailiffs,  which  ren- 
der the  execution  of  perfonal  diligence  a  very  dan- 
gerous part  of  their  duty.  But  fuch  objections 
againfl  the  fupreme  court,  are  its  highefl  panegyric ; 
becaufe  they  are  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  objec- 
tions which  every  thief  or  robber  has  to  a  gibbet. 

The  infolence  of  the  natives,  and  that  indepen- 
i^ent  fpirit  which  endangers  the  Britifh  power  in  In- 
dia, wife  men  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  ;  or 
they  have  deemed  pad  experience  a  better  guide  to 
its  treatment,  than  the  capricious  exercife  of  difcre- 
tionary  power.  The  peculations  of  collectors,  and 
the  exactions  of  officers  in  detached  commands,  have 
produced  the  only  ferious  difcontents  Vv'hich  the 
Britifh  government-  has  ever  yet  experienced.  And 
had  the  fources  of  them,  or  the  principal  characters 
concerned,  been  more  immediately  under  the  eye  of 
the  fupreme  court,  it  is  probable  that  they  never 
would  have  exifled. 

Had  the  fupreme  court  of  Calcutta,  or  the  gene* 
ral  police  of  that  capital  been  eflablifhed  on  bad  prin- 
ciples, their  pernicious  effects  would  have  appeared 

long 
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long  fince,  within  the  immediate  fphere  of  their  ope- 
ration. There,  however,  they  are  happily  as  invi- 
fible  as  their  fuppofed  caufe.  Perhaps  no  city  in 
Europe  has  increafed  more  rapidly  than  Calcutta 
within  the  laft  thirty  years.  Ships  belonging  to 
eveiy  nation  are  feen  in  its  harbour.  Trade,  and 
eveiT  mercantile  {"peculation,  have  been  carried  on 
^•ith  a  boldnefs  which  appears  never  to  have  been 
checked  by  any  judicial  iniquity. 

Greater  property  than  is  common  in  Britain, 
has  been  accumulated  even  by  fome  of  the  natives, 
and  poiTelfed  with  equal  fecurity  with  that  of  the 
richeil  fubjecls  in  England.  The  fafety  with  which 
the  property  of  European  families  is  entrufted  to  the 
native  fervants,  is  indeed  highly  to  their  honour. 
Kfty  or  fixty,  and  more,  perhaps,  in  fome  families, 
fleep  during  the  night  in  the  compound,  or  in  the 
pafiages  and  verandahs  of  the  houfe,  while  every 
door  is  open  :  and  you  hear  of  much  fewer  burgla- 
ries and  thefts,  than  are  committed  in  London,  after 
all  that  the  precautions  of  bolts,  watchmen,  and  con^ 
ftabies  have  been  able  to  effect.  Were  a  houfe,  with 
an  equal  number  of  fervants,  kept  equally  acceflible 
m  any  town  of  England,  it  would  in  all  probability 
be  robbed  as  frequently  as  it  contained  any  thing 
that  could  be  carried  away.  And  were  thefe  fub- 
jecls poffeffed  of  the  fame  degree  of  wealth  as  fome 
natives  in  Calcutta,  there  is  no  country  in  Europe 
where  they  could  be  more  fecure.  In  fome  it  is  not 
rafh  to  afnrm,  that  they  would  have  long  fince  been 

con- 
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iconvicled  of  incivifm,  or  fome  imaginary  crime,  in 
order  to  conceal  the  real  guilt — that  of  being  rich. 

The  Ayeen  Acbery  is  entirely  filent  about  Cal- 
cutta, which  is  full  proof  of  its  being  wholly  incon- 
fiderable  in  the  time  of  Acber.  The  fettlement  of  a 
factory  here  was  fo  late  as  1690,  by  Job  Charnock. 
It  mufl  have  remained  a  trading  factory  till  fome 
time  after  the  battle  of  Plafley  in  1757.  To  have 
increafed  in  forty  years  in  fo  unhealthy  a  fpot  to  its 
prefent  population  of  five  hundred  thoufand  fouls, 
implies  a  degree  of  profperity,  amidft  all  the  irre- 
gularities of  ^n  infant  fettlement,  that  is  unparalleled 
in  any  other  quarter  of  the  world. 

During  the  rapid  increafe  of  this  town,  difeafes 
were  fatal  to  thoufands,  and  particularly,  according 
to  the  tedimony  of  Dr  Lind,  among  fuch  as  had 
lately  arrived  from  Europe.  Hamilton  gives  of  his 
own  knowledge  an  inftance  of  four  hundred  burials 
in  fix  months,  at  a  period  when  the  whole  Englifh, 
fefident  there,  did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred. 
Wherever  the  BritiHi  fettle,  the  natives  crowd  around 
them  for  protection  and  employment :  their  expe- 
rience has  alTured  them  of  both  ;  and  by  this  they 
have  been  guided,  in  the  midfl  of  loud  clamours, 
from  Europe,  againll  the  cruelty,  oppreffion,  and 
rapacity  of  their  rulers. 


MARI- 


SECT.  V. 


MARITIME  TRADE  OF  CALCUTTA^. 


Calcutta,  Dec.  1"^^, 

'I'he  merchants  and  agents  of  this  capital  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  tranfactions  with  their  conftituents 
employed  in  difFei  ent  branches  of  the  fervice  ;  they 
engage  largely  in  foreign  commerce  to  every  part  of 
note  either  in  Afia  or  Europe.  In  fome  houfes,  the 
extent  of  their  dealings  has  been  eftimated  at  two 
crores  of  rupees  annually  :*  If  upon  fuch  an  im- 
menfe  fum  they  cleared  only  the  common  interefl  of 
the  country,  thei:  gains  mull  prove  very  ample.  But 
this  eftimate  of  their  grofs  concerns  is  probably  ex- 
aggerated ;  and  the  nature  of  the  commodities  ren- 
ders mercantile  enterpriles  much  more  hazardous 
than  they  are  in  Europe. 

*  Above  two  millions  ilerling. 

3  No 
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No  mercantile  houfe  has  accumulated  fums  equal 
to  thofe  fortunes  acquired  by  many  individuals  in  the 
fervice.  The  charges  of  clerks,  freight,  infurance, 
with  the  innumerable  items  of  godown,  and  houfe 
rent,  muft  deeply  afFeft  the  profits  arifmg  from  every 
concern  not  uncommonly  lucrative. 

The  extent  of  the  private  trade  of  Calcutta  can- 
not be  eftimated  juftly,  either  from  the  number  or 
the  burden  of  the  Ihips  belonging  to  that  port.  Till 
lately  there  were  only  fixty  that  properly  belonged 
to  the  Britifh  merchants  here,  and  their  burden  was 
about  twenty-feven  thoufand  tons.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  their  concern  in  foreign  iliips  is  great : 
the  Dutch,  Danifh,  and  French  fettlements  in  the 
river  afford  an  opportunity  for  indireft  trade  to 
any  extent,  of  which  it  is  believed  they  fully  avail 
themfelves. 

The  Hon.  Company  affords  confiderable  employ- 
ment to  the  country-built  ihips,  independent  of  the 
merchants.  It  poifeffes  a  maritime  eflablifhment, 
under  the  diredion  of  a  Board  conftituted  for  that 
purpofe.  During  war,  cruizers  againfl  the  enemy 
are  frequently  employed,  as  well  as  tranfports  and 
ilore-fhips  for  its  own  troops. 

These  tranfadtions  fall  under  the  immediate  di- 
reftion  of  the  Marine  Board,  confifling  of  five  mem- 
bers, a  number  of  fubordinate  officers  and  clerks. 
It  fuperintends  alfo  the  pilot  fervice,    a  mofl  im- 
portant 
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portant  branch  of  the  marine  eftabhfhment  in  a  rii^ef 
of  fuch  dangerous  navigation  as  the  Hoogly.  The 
great  quantity  of  land  and  mud  that  is  waflied  down 
this  branch  of  the  Ganges  during  the  rains,  occa-^ 
fions  a  continual  ihicluation  in  the  fize  and  pofition 
of  the  fand-banks  by  which  its  opening  is  infefted. 
Conftant  attention  to  this  circiunltance  is  indifpenf-  ^ 
able,  in  order  to  place  the  different  buoys  fo  as  they 
ihall  not  niiflead  the  mariner. 

From  the  perifliable  and  expenfive  nature  of  fhip- 
ping  in  this  chmate,  freight  muft  be  high  :  but  a  cir^ 
cumftancc  which  muft  be  borne  by  all,  feems  but 
flightly  to  aiFecl:  any :  and  commerce  appears  as  ad- 
venturous here -as  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

The  freight  of  boats  in  the  inland  trade  upon  the 
tiver,  is  far  from  being  low,  owing  to  the  length  of 
time  necefiary  to  perform  a  moderate  voyage  upon 
that  winding  ftfeam.  The  larger  boats  upon  the 
Ganges  carry  from  three  hundred  to  fix  hundred 
mauns ;  and  their  hire,  per  month,  amounts  to 
twenty,  thirty,  or  fixty  rupees,  according  to  their 
different  fizes* 

BuDGERRows,  for  the  accommodation  of  gentle- 
men and  their  families,  are  to  be  had  of  all  fizes, 
from  eight  to  twenty-four  oars ;  the  rate  of  hire  for 
the  firft,  is  fixty  rupees  per  month  ;  for  the  largeft^ 
two  hundred  and  thirty.  This  fum  includes  the  pay 
of  the  boatmen ;  a  clais  of  men  the  moft  uieful,  la^ 
4  borious, 
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borious,  and  contented  in  Bengal.  The  pinnace  is 
another  defcription  of  travelling  boat,  ilill  more  ex* 
penfive  than  the  budgerrow.  It  has  fuperior  accom- 
modation, and  from  its  refembling  the  ftrudure  of 
European  craft,  both  in  the  hull  and  rigging,  it 
is  better  fitted  for  encountering  a  gale  in  the  great 
river. 

Besides  the  high  rate  of  freight  charged  on  the 
inland  and  maritime  trade,  the  merchants  in  Cal* 
cutta  pay  a  confiderable  commiffion  on  the  purchafe 
of  goods  by  their  agents  :  this  upon  mod  articles  is 
iive  per  cent. ;  but  as  they  are  more  frequently  pur- 
chafers  for  others  than  themfelves,  this  fum  will  be 
pftener  received  than  paid. 

The  maflers  of  the  country-built  fhips,  or  the 
fupercargoes,  iare  the  immediate  agents  by  which  the 
trade  of  this  part  of  the  world  is  conducted.  They 
are  the  mofl  enterprifmg  body  of  men ;  and,  in  ge- 
neral, better  informed  than  thofe  of  the  fame  profef- 
I  fion  in  Europe.  Many  of  them  have  made  inde- 
pendent fortunes ;  and,  what  is  ftill  more  to  their 
praife,  enjoy  them  in  a  decent  and  creditable  man- 
ner. The  faftidious  ideas  regarding  rank,  which 
formerly  prevailed  in  this  capital,  went  nearly  to  the 
exclufion  of  this  ufeful  fet  of  men  from  the  fociety 
of  our  imaginary  grandees  ;  a  lofs  more  than  com- 
penfated  by  their  diligent  attention  to  their  own  con- 
cerns J  which  has  raifed  many  of  thefe  men  to  fla- 

tions 
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tions  in  Britain  which  few  of  their  contemners  have 
been  able  to  attain. 

With  the  common  Malays,  and  a  mixture  of 
Chinefe,  and  Bengalee  feamen,  who  never  become 
very  expert  and  intelligent  in  their  profeflion,  it  is 
aftonifliing  with  what  fecurity  the  country  fhip-maf- 
ters  perform  voyages  in  thefe  dangerous  feas.  Their 
veifels  are  termed  Donies ;  and  their  enterprifes  at 
fea  are  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  example  of  Eu- 
ropeans ;  before  their,appearance,  the  Hindoos  were 
hardly  known  as  navigators.  There  are  fix  different 
affurance  companies  in  Calcutta,  who  cover  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals  from  the  riiks  of  the  fea,  per- 
haps at  as  low  a  rate  af  infurance  as  it  can  be  done 
in  Europe. 

The  mode  of  navigation,  as  pradifed  by  the  na- 
tives, like  moil  of  their  other  arts,  is  far  from  being 
in  a  perfeft  ftate.  The  mariners  compafs,  the  great- 
eft  improvement  in  the  fcience  was,  and  ftill  remains 
in  a  very  imperfeft  ftate  over  every  part  of  India, . 
Their  aftronomical  inftruments  are,  as  far  as  the 
practice  of  failors  is  concerned,  in  a  ftate  equally 
contemptible.  In  a  European  ihip  you  may  fome- 
times  meet  with  their  barks  at  fea  in  the  utmoft  un- 
certainty of  both  latitude  and  longitude.  Their  in- 
ftruments are  fuppofed,  by  fome  very  competent 
iudges,  to  be  borrowed  from  thofe  of  Europeans,  | 
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and  are  certainly  but  awkward  imitations  of  their 
origina:ls*. 

Of  the  fliips  which  I  have  mentioned  belonging  to 
the  port  of  Cakutta,  there  is  not  a  fnigle  one  com- 
manded by  a  native  Kindoo.  Seme  low  perfon  of  Eu- 
ropean extracl;,  but  removed  perhaps  by  m.any  genera- 
tions, is  frequently  preferred  to  the  command  even  of 
thofe  paltry  iliips  which  venture  into  tlie  open  lea.'  Of 
z  maritime  force  hardly  any  nation  in  the  Eail  has 
formed  any  idea.  There  are,  indeed,  fome  proahs 
ind  pri'v'^te  fliips  fitted  out  for  piracy,  v/ho  fight, 
and  malfacre  the  unarmed  crews  of  merchantmen 
^ith  all  the  inveteracy  and  cruelty  of  favages.  Thefe 
enterprifes,  fuch  as  they  are,  conifitute  nearly  the 
whole  of  Oriental  attainments  in  naval  war. 

Ti-iE  internal  navip-'ation  is  conducled  bv  the  na- 

<J  J 

tives  to  a  greater  extent,  and  with  a  greater  degree 
of   fucccis.     The  diiFerent  ftreams  of   the  Ganges 
interfeci:  the  country  in  a  manner  fo  obvioufly  con- 
venient for  tranfporting  commodities,  that  it  is  [))-o- 
'^llbable  that  the  Hindoos  have  carried   on  this  naviga- 
l||tion  from  the  earHefc  period  of  their  civilization.     I 
m\\  therefore  give  a  lliort  fkctch  of  this  noble  river 
fl'ias  an  inftrument  of  internal  commerce. 

The  fcurce  of  the   Ganecs  Icnc;  remained  in  as 
uch  uncertainty  as  that  of  the  I^ile.     It  was  leff  to- 
ill     Vol.  I.  D  tlie 
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the  prefent  age  to  make  the  difcovery  ;  when  the 
Chinefe  emperor  Camhi  fent  perfons  to  explore  it,, 
though  at  the  diftance  of  2,500  miles  from  his  ca- 
pital. It  iiTues  from  the  oppofite  ridge  of  the  fame 
mountains  vvlth  the  Barrampooter,  and  diredls  its- 
courfe  in  a  contrary  progrefs,  till  the  diftance  of 
1 200  miles  intervenes  between  rivers  that  are  again 
to  approach  and  water  the  fame  plain. 

So  completely  are  the  various  branches  of  thefe 
rivers  diffufed  over  the  flat  country,  that  there  is 
hardly  any  part  of  the  large  province  of  Bengal 
above  twenty-five  miles  diftant  from  a  navigable 
river.  The  wood,  fait,  and  provifions  of  many  mil- 
lions of  people  are  conveyed  along  thefe  channels 
by  30,000  boatmen,  the  moft  laborious  and  hardy- 
race  in  India.  All  thefe  are  independent  of  the 
tranfport  of  the  mercantile  commodities  to  be  fhip- 
ped-  for  Europe,  which  may  amount  to  two  millions 
annually^ 

V     The  Barrampooter,  though  larger  than  the  Gan-- 
ges,  affords  lefs  afliflance  to  commerce  ;  for  it  tra- 
vels eaft  through  rugged  defiles  and  vallies,  feldom 
approaching  the  habitations  of  man.     In  a  military- 
view,  the  Ganges  is  equally  commodious  as  in  that ; 
in  which  we  have  confidered  it.     A  communication 
is  afforded  by  it  between  the  different   ftations  fori 
the  conveyance  of  troops  and  warlike  ftores.     Thus-j. 
it  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  of  forming  magazines,  and! 
is  more  commodious  than  the  military  roads  of  the 
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Jlonians,  or  the  carrying  places  of  North  America, 
which  not  only  obftrud  the  progrefs  of  an  army,  but 
enable  the  enemy  to  determine  the  place  and  mode 
of  attack.  Major  Rennel,  from:  whom  thefe  parti- 
culars are  feleded,  afferts,  that  ihe  Ganges,  though 
inferior  in  the  length  of  its  courfe,  difcharges  a 
greater  quantity  of  water  into  the  ocean  than  any 
river  in  the  world,  from  the  influx  of  the  immenfe 
tributary  flreams  whicli  it  receives,  and  from  its  po- 
fition  within  the  reach  of  the  periodical  rains.  Yet 
the  trade  carried  on  in  this  mighty  ftream,  though 
it  pafles  through  the  fined  country  perhaps  in  the 
world, .  appears  but  trifling  when  compared  to  that 
of  China.  The  Embafly  found  1 00,000  mariners  on 
a  fingle  branch  of  the  river  Peiho  only*,  whereas 
.'^OjOOO  are  dated  as  the  whole  amount  of  Dandies 
who  ply  upon  the  Ganges,  according  to  Major  Ren- 
nel. According  to  the  Ayeen,  the  contribution  to- 
p;overnment  mufl:  have  exceeded  this  number,  fmce 
he  declares  that  four  thoufand  boats  were  furniflied 
j  by  Bengal  alone,  a:nd  ten  dandies  to  each  boat  is  no- 
I  extravagant  allowance. 

I  *  Sir  George  Staunton's  Embafiy. 


t>  ^  SitCt**, 


SECT.  Vf. 


THE  DIFFEPvENT  RAC.'S  OF    INHABITANTS  SETTLED  IN 

CALCUTl'A. 


Calcutta,  March  1797. 

The  group  of  iiihr.bitants  that  meets  your  eye  in 
palling  along  the  ftreets  of  Calcutta,  is  a  multifa- 
rious mijtture  of  adventurers  of  every  Qomplexioiij 
and  froiii  alnioft  every  nation  in  the  world.  Even 
the  morcantile  part  of  the  community  confiUs  of  in- 
dividuals from  almoll  all  the  countries  of  Europe 
and  Afia. 

The  Armenians  are  the  moft  refpectable,  and  per-, 
haps  the  moil  numerous  body  of  foreign  merchants; 
ill  this  capital.  They  carry  on  an  extenfive  trade 
from  China,  and  moft  of  the  fea-ports  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  and  to  the  well,  as  far  as  the  Perfian  Gulph. 
Their  information  from  all  thefe  different  quartersJ 
is  deemed  the  mcfi  accurate  and  minute  of  any  bod)| 
,<5f  men  in  their  profcihon.     They  are  attentive,  reJw 
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^^uiar,  and  diligent  in  bufincfs;  and  never  think  of  de- 
waning  from  their  li-ne  of  life,  and  jnduigiii^;  in  clif- 
iipadon,  even  after  a  competency  havS  been  acquired. 
Their'  houfes  are,  therefore,  of  old  (landing,  and 
-Hiariy  of  tlijem  are  pofleffed  of  large  capitals.  As 
fu):>j€^r>,  they  are  perhaps  the  niofc  peaceable  and 
Jloyal  to  be  found  in  any  country :  as  members  o 
fockty,  they  ore  polite  and  inofFenRve. 

'  When  the  convalefcence  of  his  Majeily,  after  a 
feverc  indifpofition,  was  publicly  notified  in  Calcutta, 
a  general  expreflion  of  joy  was  made  by  all  ihe  inha- 
birants.  But  the  moil  confpicuous  and  brilliant  illu- 
minations were  difpiayed  by  an  Armenian  merchant : 
becaufe  accompanied  by  an  ac{  of  charity. 

His  loyalty  did  not  efcape  the  notice  of  Lord  Corn- 
wailis,  who  on  interrogating  him  what  particular 
intered  be  felt  in  the  life  of  his  Britannic  Majeliy, 
received  this  reply :  "  I  have,  my  Lord,  lived  luider 
his  government  for  near  thirty  years  ;  it  has  never 
injured  me  ;  but  on  the  contrary  always  afforded  its 
protection:  and  this,  with  indmlry  on  my  part,  has 
enabled  mie  to  accumulate  a  very  plentiful  fortune," 
This  fpeech  is  not,  perhaps,  the  moll  eloquent  ;  but, 
1  confefs,  that  to  me  it  has  conveyed  a  m.ore  advan- 
tageous idea  of  his  underftanding,  than  if  he  had 
compofed  volumes  of  our  political  fophiftry. 

When  thefe  circumfiances  were  reported  to  his 
IVIajefty  by  the   Governor-Genera!^    the  Armenian 


D 


o 


^  :Vl'i£3 


<}4>  INDIAN  RECREATIONS. 

was  prefented  with  the  miniature  of  his  Sovereign, 
which  he;  continued  to  wear  till  his  death  j  and  his 
foil  now  wears  it  in  honour  of  his  family. 

Some  of  the  more  rcfpe£table  Armenians  are  com*. 
monly  invited  to  the  public  balls  and  entertainments 
given  in  Calcutta :  where  they  invariably  behave 
with  all  that  decorum  and  corre£tnefs  which  a  know- 
ledge of  mankind  generally  produces.  A  few  priefls 
of  their  perfuaiion  are  maintained  by  them,  not  only 
in  affluence,  but  in  fome  degree  of  fplendor.  In 
their  fondnefs  for  fnov/  and  elegance,  the  Armenians 
approach  nearer  the  Englifh  than  any  merchants 
here :  they  are,  however,  more  guarded  in  their  ex- 
pence  ;  for  they  are  feldom  feen  difplaying  their 
equipage  till  they  are  fully  able  to  defray  its  charge. 

The  Mogul  merchants  are  the  next  body  of 
llrangers,  if  they  ftill  merit  that  title  after  fo  long 
a  refidence  in  this  country.  They  have  thirteen  dif- 
ferent mercantile  houfes  of  confiderable  note,  be- 
fides  many  other  counting  houfes  of  inferior  import- 
ance. Some  individuals  among  the  Moguls  are  very 
wealthy,  and  are  only  inferior  in  riches  to  fome  of  the 
native  Rajahs,  Banians,  and  Shroffs :  fome  of  thefe 
are  more  opulent  than  the  fird  noblemen  in  England, 
A  million  ilerling,  or  even  half  of  that  fum*',  which  > 

feveral 

*  Among  others  are  Dadee   Nafllr  Wangee,   Ramdofs,  and 
Rajah  NopkifTen.     Mr  John  BrIIlow,  a  civil  fervant  of  the  Coa)r 
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feveral  are  faid  to  poflefs,  yields  a  revenue  of  three 
times  the  annual  amount  of  any  capital  in  Britain, 
from  the  exorbitant  rate  of  interefl  at  which  thefe 
people  lend  their  money. 

A  Hindoo,  of  whatever  fortune,  ftill  retains  his 
narrow  ideas,  and  parfimonious  habits.  His  pious 
contributions,  and  the  expences  of  his  Zenana,  are 
the  greatell  drains  upon  his  income  ;  in  his  drefs  and 
table  there  is  little  devoted  either  to  the  purpofes  of 
elegance  or  magnificence.  The  notches,  marriages, 
and  religious  feflivals,  feem  to  be  exceptions  from  this 
remark ;  but  thefe  ceremonies  are  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Brahmins ;  and  according  to  the  ideas 
which  thefe  fpiritual  guides  have  formed  of  his 
wealth,  rauft  the  otter,  rofe  water,  and  other  per- 
fumes, and  fweetmeats  be,  ferved  in  veffels  of  gold, 
inder  a  large  canopy  illuminated  with  beautiful 
luflres,  to  many  hundreds  of  guefts  of  all  ranks  and 
denominations.  The  Hindoo,  on  fuch  occafions,  is 
gratified  with  the  appearance  of  a  large  company ; 
and  deems  hirafelf  particularly  honoured  by  the  at- 
tendance of  European-s. 

Though  the  Notches  are  intended  to  do  honour 
to  fome  deity,  who  prefides  over  the  feflival ;  yet 
they  feem  of  all  inftitutions  the  leall  calculated  to 

D  4  excite 
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excite  religious  ideiis.  Part  of  the  ceremony  confift;-j 
in  lifleniiig  to  the  mufic  of  the  fmging  girls,  who 
drawl  out  their  mcnotoiious  ditties  with  a  noncha- 
lance, and  dulnefs,  which  can  only  be  equalled  by 
the  iluixgirn  dance,  and  inanimate  geftures  with  which 
they  are  accompanied.  Of  all  entertainments,  an 
Hindoftancc  Notch  is  probably  the  mod  infipid  :  hey 
arc  iometimts^  accoiiipairied  y>ith  pa-Momimical  per- 
formances of  no  delicate  nature.  Yet  as  luch  mvi- 
talions  are  given  from  politenefs,  it  is  proper  that 
.they  fliculd  be  accepted,  with  at  leail  an  appearance 
of  fatisfaction. 

The  number  of  Greek  merchants  in  Calcutta  is 
not  conllderable.  They  however  niaintain  one  clergy- 
map,  who  performs  religious  wcrfhip  according  to 
As  rites  of  that  church.  Tie  is  a  very  agreeabl 
and  wei!  info:^med  man,  a  native  of  onq.ef  the  iflands 
ill  the  Levant 

Po RTUGunzF  houfcs  of  agency  are,  in  point  of 
rnimber,  next  ,to  thofe  of  the  Engliili.  A  very  Con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  defcendants  of  the  Portuguefe, 
by  native  women,  refide  in  Calcutta.  No  people  in 
Europe  fecip.  to  have  alTiniikted  fo  clofely  to  the 
manners  of  the  countrv.  In  refpeftabilitv  of  charac- 
tcr  forne  of  the  lov/er  ranks'  are  little  fuperior  to  the 
r.utiv  G  themfelves  ;  they  feer."i  to  have  retained  vvith' 
more  Keadinefs  the  vices  vr  ::•.  d^e  viftues  of  either 
Hne  of  their  ancedors.  By  many  they  are  deemed  the 
iiioft  defpicable  clafs  in  India  ;  with  every  vice  of  tii* 
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natives  they  pofiefs  few  of  their  virtues.  With  a  com- 
pley.ion  darker  than  that  of  the  Hindoos,  with  ha- 
bits fo  fimiiar,  and  with  full  poiTefiion  of  the  lan- 
guage, it  is  ftrange  tliat  none  even  of  thefe  have  been 
able  to  make  a  convert  from  the  Hcatiien  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  faith.  Nothing  can  more  clearly  de- 
moiiflrate  the  compleat  doniiiiion  which  the  Brah- 
min fupcrftition  pofleifes  over  the  minds  of  the  com- 
mon people:  for  there  is  no  denomination  of  Chrif- 
tians  more  devoted  to  the  work  of  ccnverfion  than 
.the  church  of  Rome. 

The  Britilii  merchants  in  Calcutta  are  a  numerous 
and  refpeftable  order  of  men.  In  this  place  feveral 
of  them  have  acquired  large  fortunes,  in  the  acqui- 
fition  of  which  they  have  difplayed  thofe  mercantile 
talents,  and  that  enterprifing  fpirit  ivliich  difdn- 
guiiiies  their  charafter  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
In  Calcutta  the  peculiar  habits  of  their  profcilion  have 
in  no  degree  encroached  on  the  liberality  of  their 
minds,  or  the  elegance  of  their  equipage  and  tables. 
They  here  difpiay  an  expence  and  fpiendor  in  llieir 
manner  of  living  feidom  afpired  after  by  the  fam.e 
order  of  men  in  any  part  of  the  world  :  and  what  is 
greatly  to  their  honour,  their  afts  of  charity  and 
munificerxcc  to  indigent  perfons  have,  perhaps,  never 
been  equalled  by  any  fimilar  number  of  meS-bf  any 

rank  whatever. 

■  f 

Few  of  thefe  gentlemen  are  engaged  in  the  fer- 
■•»  ice,  a  circumftance  here  of-  more  confeouence  than 
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may  be  apprehended.  The  fervice  of  the  Company 
has  certain  ideas  of  rank  and  confequence  attached 
to  it,  which  often  produces  ludicrous  effetts  upon  the 
intercourfe  of  fociety.  All  perlons  in  civil  and  mili- 
tary appointments  aifedt  a  degree  of  fuperiority  over 
fuch  as  are  not  in  the  fervice,  which  is  frequently  ill 
fupported,  either  by  their  talents,  birth,  or  cha- 
racter. 

At  the  public  entertainments,  rank  was  formerly 
a  matter  of  much  greater  concern  at  Calcutta  than 
at  St.  James's.     Here  all  are  grafping  at  rank  and 
fuperiority,  with  an  eagernefs   proportioned   to   the 
confcious  want  of  it,  and  to  the  obfcurity  of  their 
fonner  condition.     This  has  brought  to  the  fubje(^ 
fo  great  an  intereft,  and  fo  much  perplexity,  that 
even  the  ingenuity  of  the  ladies,  w^ho  are  commonly 
mod  deeply  verfant  in  this  fcience,  is  often  unable  to 
unravel  it.     To  hand  a  lady  to  table,  or  to  her  car- 
riage, is  an  affair  which  requires  deep  cogitation :  if 
it  be  afpired  to  by  a  gentleman  whofe  rank  is  une- 
qual to  the  office,  inflead  of  paying  a  compliment,  he 
is  guilty  of  rudenefs,  and  commits  an  unpardonable 
offence.     When  the  ladies  take  the  floor  to  dance, 
the  moft  perfect  acquaintance  with  all  that  has  ever 
been  written  upon  heraldry,  would  not  enable  you 
to  make  a  fatisfaftory  arrangement  either  of  the  la- 
dies themfelves  or  of  their  partners.    Hardly  a  meet- 
ing, formerly,  concluded  without  laying  the  founda- 
.tion  of  turmoils  and  grievances,    more  lading  and 

more 
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more  important  than  the  magnitude  of  their  caufe, 
1    in  your  eyes,  will  juftify. 

Where  all  are  nearly  equal  in  obfcurity,  and  e- 
qually  deftitute  of  claim  to  rank,  the  arrogance  and 
vanity  of  individuals  has  no  defined  limits  to  its  ex- 
adions.  Where  all  pu^fue  the  fame  objed  by  the 
fame  patft,  there  mull  be  frequent  joftlings  and  col- 
lifions  of  interefl  or  opinion. 


Happily  the  good  fenfe  of  tlie  prefent  generation 
is  gradually  eradicating  thofe  feeds  of  difcord ;  which 
could  never  have  been  fown  but  by  perfons  of  httle 
undcrftanding,  and  limited  acquaintance  with  the 
world. 


SECT.  VII. 


OF  THE  BANNIANS,  AND  NATIVE  INHABITANTS. 


Cakulta^  March  1799. 

Ar,ioNG  the  various  claiTes  of  the  mercantile  part  of 
the  community,    formerly  noticed,    no   mention    is  r 
made  of  the  Jews.     Few  of  that  nation  ever  lettle  in  , 
India ;    and  Calcutta-  is  perhaps    the    only  opulent 
town  that  is  free  of  them. 

The  character  nf  tbe  pative  merchants  is  fo  com-| 
pletely  Jewifn,  that -were  the  inod  expert  of  the  If-1 
raelites  to  deal  with  tjicm,  it  is  more  tjian  probable 
that  he  would  be  defeated  at  his  own  weapons. 

The  native  Bannians,  Sarkars,  and  writers,  carry 
on  the  greateft  part  of  the  retail  trade  of  Calcutta. 
They  go  around  hav/king  commodities,  from  morn- 
ing to  night ;  or  fearching  after  cheap  purchafes. 
Nothing  can  exceed  their  eagernefs  for  money  ;  and 
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if  you  are  not  in  fome  nieafure  a  judge  of  the  article 
vou  are  to  purchafe,  you  will  infallibly  be  over- 
reached. Indeed,  that  low  cunning,  flratagem,  and 
deceit,  which  charaderize  the  money  tranfadions  of 
perfons  of  narrow  intellefts,  applies  almoft  without 
exception  to  this  clafs  of  the  Hindoos.  For  once 
that  a  European  over-reaches  them,  he  is  cheated  a 
thoufand  times.  Whether  you  employ  a  Confumah 
or  Sarkar,  to  tranfaft  bufniefs,  you  mufl  lay  your 
account  v/ith  impofition  ;  for  although  he  may  boafl 
t)f  belonging  to  the  highefl  caft  of  his  country,  half 
a  rupee  will  unfortunately  often  prove  greater  than 
the  price  of  his  honefty.  To  over-reach  in  a  bargain 
infers  no  difcredit  among  thefe  men :  fuch  as  are 
noted  for  it  obtain  the  appellation  of  -pucka  adme^ 
men  of  ftrcng  parts. 

It  mufl:,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  what- 
ever money  or  goods  you  intrufl  to  the  care  of  a 
native  fervant,  will  in  gencnil  be  faithfully  accouiif- 
ed  for.  It  is  in  making  a  bargain  with  you,  or 
purchafmg  good;>,  in  your  abfence,  on  your  own  ac- 
count, that  you  are  fo  frequently  betrayed.  I'lie 
ideas  I  had  form^ed  of  the  innocence  and  hmplicitv 
of  the  natives,  ,and  of  the  frauds,  peculations,  and 
oppreiiions  which  they  fufFered  from  tlie  Eritifli,  I 
have  often  had  occafion  to  correft ;  as  they  bore  but 
little  refemblance  to  maltter  of  fad. 

With    ail  their  propenfity  to  cheat,    the  native 
fliop-keepers  generally  fell  their  goods  on  lower  terms 

than 
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than  you  meet  with  in  the  European  ware-rooms. 
They  are  commonly  neither  of  the  firft  fafliion,  nor 
quahty ;  and  they  are  purchafed  at  Vendue,  where 
they  are  often  procured  on  very  moderate  terms. 

Their  houfe  rent  is  another  caufe  of  their  under- 
felHng  Europeans.  The  fhops  of  the  natives,  though 
better  than  their  houfes,  are  mean  and  difagreeable  ; 
and  from  their  fituation  in  the  common  bazars,  are 
infinitely  cheaper  than  the  larger  and  fplendid  rooms 
in  which  the  Britifh  merchants  expofe  their  wares. 

House  rent,  and  fervants  wages,  are  the  mofl  ex- 
penfive  parts  of  the  charges  of  houfe-keeping  in  Cal- 
cutta. The  common  articles  of  provifion  are  much 
cheaper  than  in  Europe  ;  but  houfe  rent,  till  lately, 
has  been  a  very  exorbitant  charge.  Only  a  few 
years  ago,  a  houfe  fufficient  to  accommodate  a  gen- 
teel family,  could  not  be  procured  under  fix  or  eight 
hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  many  were  let  at  a  larger 
fum.  The  extent  and  number  of  buildings  occupied 
by  many  of  the  merchants  in  Calcutta  mufl  prove  a 
confiderable  item  in  their  expence, 

Tpie  number  of  fervanfe  neceifary  in  a  private  fa- 
milv  exceeds  all  moderation,  and  I  am  afraid  the  be- 
lief  of  an  Enghfhman,  who  has  not  vifited  this  coun- 
try. For  fome  time  after  my  arrival,  I  lived  in  a  pri- 
vate family,  v/here  the  fervants  of  all  defcriptions 
amounted  to  an  hundred  and  five.  What  is  more  re- 
markable, they  were  t<5  a  man  all  neceflary.  This 
3  -  furelv 
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furcly  is  no  fmall  inconvenience  to  Europeans  ;  but 
it  is  an  evil  for  which  there  is  no  remedy  as  long  as 
the  fuperftition  of  the  natives  fhall  deter  them  from 
performing  fervice  beyond  one  fpecific  kind  of  work. 
The  wages  vary  according  to  the  different  flations 
they  occupy  ;  from  four  rupees  per  month,  to  twen- 
t)^  The  average  paid  to  each  man  of  the  family, 
juft  mentioned,  cannot  be  lefs  than  fix  rupees,  which 
amounts  to  near  feven  hundred  a  year. 

This  added  to  the  houfe  rent,  and  the  incidental 
charges  of  a  family,  will  rg,ife  its  expenditure  to 
three,  four,  and  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  accord- 
ing to  its  number.  Nor  is  this  expence  to  be  afcribed 
to  the  extravagant  ideas  imbibed  in  this  country,  or 
to  the  gratification  of  vanity,  a  plant  of  rank  growth 
in  Bengal ;  but  is  abfolutely  incurred  by  many  fcber 
families,  who  have  remained  untainted  by  any  of 
the  burdenfome  and  coftly  follies  of  fafhionable  life. 

Where  thefe  are  followed,  they  conftitute.  In  this 
warm  climate,  the  moft  laborious  of  all  purfuits ;  and 
cannot  be  indulged  v/ithout  an  expence,  double,  per- 
haps treble  the  amount  above  ftated. 

The  extravagant  rate  of  houfe  rent  fuggefted  a 
fpeculation  which  has,  perhaps,  as  far  as  poflible  re- 
duced that  charge.  Purchafmg  ground,  and  houfe- 
building  became  for  a  while  a  favourite  fcheme  of 
proprietors  in  Calcutta ;  but  while  the  number  of 
Europeans  remains  comparatively  few,  this  fpecula- 
'  tloa 
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tion  may  be  eafily  carried  too  far.  The  nuraber  of^ 
houfes  is  at.prefent  fully  adequate  to  the  accommo*. 
dation  of  the  people  ;  yet  building  goes  forward .  - 
with  a  rapidity  which  muft  foon  prove  its  own^^ 
check. 

Bricks,  mortar,  and  wood,  are  by  no  means 
fcarce  in  Bengal ;  *et  the  money  funk  in  building  a 
houfe,  is  always  great  in  proportion  to  its  fize  anu 
accommodation.  The  number  of  natives  employed, 
and  the  flownefs  of  their  operations,  is  neceffarily  at- 
tended with  this  confequence.  Befides,  houfes  in 
India  are  always  a  perifhable  comm^odity,  and  in  con- 
ftant  need  of  repairs.  This  may  partly  be  owing  to 
the  heavy  rains,  and  ftorms  of  wind ;  but  it  is  chiefly 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  dertructive  intrufions  of  the 
white  ants  '*.  Thefe  animals  make  their  way  in  great 
numbers  into  every  place  where  there  is  moifture, 
and  form  habitations  in  die  heart  of  the  liardeft 
beams  and  planks.  So  deflructive  are  they  in  their 
operations,  that  every  beam  in  a  hcufe  may  be  com- 
pletely deilroyed,  Vv'hile  outwardly  it  may  appear  pcr- 
fecliv  found. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  great  interelt  .. 
of  money,  the  rent  of  a  houfe  mufl  in  Bengal  bear 
double  the  proportion  to  the  capital  funk  in  building:^; 
it,  that  i-s  requifite  in  Europe,  to  render  houfe-build- 

inor. 
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irig  a  profitable  fpeculatlon.     Hence  rent  In  Calcutta 
flill  continues  high,  and  will  probably  remain  fo. 

One  comfortable  clrcumflance  in  the  flrufture  o 
the  houfes  of  Europeans,  is  their  exemption  from  the 
accident  of  nre.  Only  a  fmall  portion  of  wood  en- 
ters into  the  materials ;  for  the  partition  walls,  as 
well  as  the  fiat  roofs  are  chiefly  conflrufted  of  brick 
and  mortar.  This  laft  article,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  C/junam,  the  natives  have  brought  to  great 
perfection. 

Amidst  that  fecurity  from  fire,  enjoyed  by  Euro- 
pean families,  the  native  inhabitants  are  fubjeft  to 
dreadful  alarms  and  danger  from  that  element.  The 
great  bulk  of  their  huts  are  conftrucled  of  a  kind  of 
baiket  work,  made  of  fplit  bamboos  or  reeds.  This 
(lender  and  combuftible  fabric,  the  Hindoo  neatly 
covers  in  with  a  light  thatched  roof;  and  in  this 
liumble  tenement,  he,  his  wife,  and  numerous  child- 
ren refide,  with  a  degree  of  cleanlinefs  and  com^fort, 
which  would  gratify  your  humanity,  as  completely 
I  as  it  mocks  the  toils  of  the  ambitious. 

These  manfions  of  contentment  are  i-egularly 
threatened,  or  deftroyed  by  fire  every  dry  feafcn. 
On  travelling  through  the  .town  you  may  fometimes 
fee  whole  ftreets  fmoking  in  afhes,  and  thoufands  of 
inhabitants  bufy  in.  carrying  off  their  little  moveable 
property.  You  are  not,  however,  to  fuppofe  that 
this  fcene  proves  equally  calamitous  as  fimilar  ones 

Vol..  I.  E  in 
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in  Europe.  Here  property  is  fniall,  and  in  general 
eafily  fecured  :  the  habitations  are  flender,  and  there- 
fore eafily  rebuilt.  For  ciie  or  two  rupees  the  Hin- 
doo is  reinftated  in  a  dwelling  with  equal  comfort 
after,  as  before  an  accident,  which  generally  reduces 
an  European  family  to  beggary  during  the  reft  of 
their  days.  The  inconvenience  of  fleeping  in  the 
open  air  for  a  few  nights,  from  choice  or  neceffity, 
has  to  the  Hindoo  become  fo  familiar,  that  it  finds 
no  place  in  the  lift  of  his  misfortunes.  Thus  does 
the  ftream  of  human  happinefs  dilfufe  itfelf  in  a  more 
equable  tenor  than  we  often  imagine  :  and  the  poet's 
obfervation  is  as  compleately  verified  in  its  figurative 
and  moral,  as  it  is  in  its  natural  apphcation  j 

Celfae  gravtcri  cqfu, 
Dcciduni  iurres. 

The  great  are  expofed  to  many  real,  and  more 
imaginary  evils  ;  the  wealthy  offer  a  broad  mark  to 
adverfity  ;  while  many  of  the  rudeft  ftrokes  of  for- 
tune either  reach  not  the  humble  dwelhngs  of  the 
poor,  or  make  on  them  but  a  flight  and  temporary 
impreflion. 

In  proof  of  what  is  here  alTerted,  I  have  obferved 
in  the  provinces  of  Oude,  feveral  hundred  cottages 
demolifhed  by  the  fwelling  of  the  Ganges  and  Jum- 
na, and,  though  on  the  fpot,  never  heard  a  com* 
plaint ;  nor  indeed  beheld  a  fcene  of  real  mifery, 
la.  the  beginning  of  September   1798,  the  Ganges 
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broke  over  its  bank,  and  deftroyed  feveral  hundreds 
of  mud-houfes.  This  unavoidably  happens  as  often 
as  even  flagnated  water  reaches  the  walls,  as  from 
iJie  nature  of  this  fubftance  they  crumble  down, 
and  the  roof  falls  in.  The  inhabitants  remain  fo  long 
as  with  fafety  they  dare,  and  when  that  cannot 
longer  be  done,  they  refort  to  the  neareft  height  and 
conftru6l  a  temporary  flied  of  the  old  roof  and 
materials  of  their  former  dwelhng* 

I  have  feen  them  fitting  fmoking  their  hookers, 
in  a  houfe  three  feet  covered  with  water  ;  the  fire- 
wood of  the  family  was  piled  up  on  the  floor,  and 
upon  the  top  of  it  the  members  fat  without  any  vi- 
fible  fufFering  or  concern.  The  River  is  a  munifi- 
cent god  ;  they  repofe  in  its  mercy  ; — poflibly  their 
faith  and  piety  would  be  gratified  by  being  carried 
down  in  its  llream* 
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Establishments  for  education  in  Calcutta 


Calcutta,  Jan.  1797. 


The  maintenance  and  education  of  the  children  be- 
longing to  Europeans  in  India,  have  on  account  of 
their  increafmg  number,  become  objefts  of  great  im- 
portance. Nearly  half  a  century  has  already  elapfed 
fmce  the  power  of  the  Britifh  arms  has  been  ella- 
blillied  in  Bengal ;  and  the  influx  of  European  inha-  •' 
bitants  has  ever  lince  kept  pace  with  the  increafe  of 
power,  and  the  profpe£t  of  acquiring  wealth.  In 
the  fervice  of  the  Company,  and  in  the  profecution 
of  private  adventures,  opportunity  has  been  offered 
to  many  of  accumulating  fortunes  ;  but  the  country 
has  been  the  grave  of  many  more. 

Europeans  in  India,  whether  they  live  to  become  ' 
rich,   or  die  poor,  from  their  own  diffolute  habits, 
and  the  unhappy  frailty  of  the  Mahommedan  women,^ 

gene- 
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generally  leave  a  numerous  progeny  behind  them. 
In  every  cafe  u^here  the  parent  is  poor,  the  main- 
tenance of  his  children  becomes,  whether  he  live 
or  die,  a  public  charge  upon  the  community. 

Did  not  the  exercife  of  their  benevolence  in  fome 
pieafure  sover  a  multitude  of  faults,  the  Europeans 
of  India  muit  have  long  fmce  been  condemned  to 
behold  fcenes  of  the  utmofl  diflrefs  in  the  fituation 
of  orphans,  and  the  children  of  the  poor  ;  precluded 
from  any  rank  and  employment  in  European  fociety, 
and  abandoned  by  the  natives,  they  feemed  to  be  the 
molt  deftitute  of  all  beings. 

In  this  light,  they  were  viewed  by  feveral  perfons, 
who  have  done  honour  to  themfelves  and  their  coun- 
try, by  eftablifhing  fchools  for  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  the  orphan  children  of  the  military  fer- 
vants  of  the  Company.  Two  inftitutions  have  been 
formed  for  this  purpofe  ;  one  for  the  children  of  of- 
ficers, and  the  other  for  thofe  of  private  foldiers. 
Each  is  provided  with  teachers  of  both  fexes  ;  quali- 
fied to  inftruct  the  children  in  fuch  branches  of 
knowledge  and  induftry,  as  feem  fitted  for  their  rank 
and  profpefts  in  fociety.  The  fund  for  the  fupport 
of  thefe  inftitutions,  is  fupplied  by  a  fixed  contribu- 
tion raifed  from  the  military,  and  by  the  donations 
of  fuch  perfons  as  wifli  to  forward  the  aims  of  bene- 
volence. 


E  3  The 
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The  children  of  fuch  as  have  died,  or  of  fuch  only  > 
as  are  evidently  poor,  are  admitted  gratuitoully  intt> 
this  fchool  J   but  any  officer  may,  for  a  reafonable 
fum,  have  his  children  educated  there :  and  it  is  the 
moft  eligible  place  in  India  ;  for  during  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  the  management  and  fuperintendance  ot 
this  feminary  of  education  have  been  as  fai|hful  and, 
as  diligent  as  its  inftitution  v^^as  benevolent.     About,' 
fix  or  feven  hundred  children  are  maintained   and, ; 
educated   by   this  ufeful  charity.      The  only   tlimg 
wanting  to  complete  its  purpofe  feems  to  be  fuitable 
employment  for  the  youth  of  both  fexes,  after  they 
have  fmifiied   their  education.      There  has  not  hu, 
therto  been  in  India  any  middle  clafs  of  fociety,  be^  ' 
tween  the   Europeans   and    natives,   and    of    confe-^ 
quence  few  employments  open  for  them  to  occupy. 

This  want  of  employment  for  country-born  chili 
dren  has  already  been  feverely  felt ;  and  is  every  day 
becoming  more  urgent  from  the  increafe  of  their 
number.  Befides  the  two  inftitutions  already  men?. ' 
tioned,  there  are  feven  or  eight  others  for  the  educa-t 
tion  of  boys  ;  and  nearly  an  equal  number  for  girls. 
If,;in  the  orphan  fchools,  all  the  intereft  of  the  heads 
of  the  army  and  of  the  managers,  is  unable  to  pro^ 
cure  employment  for  the  youth  educated  there,  the 
difficulty  is  much  greater  in  private  feminaries,  where 
this  can  only  devolve  upon  individuals.  For  the  fetr. 
tierhent  of  their  pupils  in  ufeful  profeffions,  neither 
parents  nor  mailers  have  yet  been  able  to  devife  any| 

•adequate  means.  ; 
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Accordingly  almofl  all  the  fchools  In  Calcutta' 
or  either  fex,  are  continuing  to  increafe  in  the  num- 
ber of  pupils,  and  in  the  difficulty  of  providing  for 
ihem.     This  difficulty  is  increafed  by  the  manner  in 
which  female  education  is  conducted  in   Calcutta. 
\  From  a  partiality  as  unaccountable  as  it  is  ill  found- 
ed, the  girls   are  fplendidly   educated  in  boarding 
fchools,  where  they  are  taught  to  dance  with  eafe, 
,   and  to  drefs  with  feme  degree  of  elegance,  but  much 
I  more  afl'edation.    Thefe  accomplifhments,  fuperficial 
as  they  are,  contain  nearly  the  whole  amount  of  their 
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ttainments  at  the  boardine-fchool. 
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On  their  public  nights,  when  they  dance*  and  fee 
company,  none  of  the  boys  of  their  own  rank,  by 
birth  and  fortune,  are  admitted.  Thefe  are  the  only 
perfons,  with  whom  nature  feems  to  have  intended 
they  fliould  unite,  and  live  happily  ;  but  the  preju- 
dices of  Calcutta  counterafl;  her  purpofe,  and  ex- 
clude them  from  their  fociety  as  beings  of  an  infe- 
rior clafs.  Young  officers  In  the  army,  or  civil  fer- 
vants  of  the  Company,  are  alone  deemed  fit  com- 
panions ;  and  from  the  contemptible  ideas  they  m 
general  entertain  of  th6  whole  race  of  country-born 
women,  they  are  the  moll  dangerous  companions 
with  whom  they  can  aifociate. 

But  female  vanity  bids  defiance  to  all  thefe  confi- 
derations  ;  and  many  young  men  of  rank,  and  high 
expeftations,  have  been  unable  to  refift  Its  artifices, 
aided  by  the  ftratagems  of  the  miftrefs  of  the  fchool. 

E  4  Mar- 
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Marriages  of  this  kind  have  not  been  imfrequent  y 
but  they  are  always  unhappy.  With  regard  to  the 
parties  themfelves,  they  are  either  excluded  from  fo- 
ciety,  or  admitted  with  fach  caution  and  ceremonious 
referve,  as  muft  continually  put  them  in  mind  of 
their  degradation.  The  confequence  of  fuch  matches;  • 
to  conne<51;ions  in  Europe  are  equally  diflreffing. 
Parents,  in  particular,  imagine  their  children  loft  or 
thrown  away  by  fuch  marriages  :  they  have  brought 
many  a  grey  head  with  forrovv  to  the  grave. 

Few  females  of  colour,  in  proportion  to  their 
number,  can  be  difpofed  of  in  this  manner.  To  edu- 
cate them,  therefore,  exprefsly  v/ith  fuch  views,  en- 
tirely precludes  every  hope  of  uniting  them  with 
their  equals,  or  their  own  clafs.  It  never  fails  to 
produce  a  train  of  ideas  and  expectations  in  the  fe-  , 
male  breaft,  of  which  the  difappointment,  is  mifery  ; 
and  their  completion,  ruin. 

No  perfon  of  refle(3:ion  can  enter  the  numerous, 
boarding-fchools  in  Calcutta,  without  feeling  the 
moft  melancholy  forebodings  regarding  the  fate  of 
fo  many  young  perfons.  To  behold  fo  many  of  the 
rifmg  generation  immured  within  their  walls  with 
hardly  any  probability  of  making  a  fafe  or  honour- 
able retreat,  is  certainly  diftreffing  :  becaufe  it  com- 
pels your  imagination  to  anticipate  the  fad  alterna- 
tive before  many  of  them,  that  of  hving  in  a  ftate  of 
want  and  difappointment,  or  of  fubfifting  by  means 
fatal  to  happinefs  and  reputation. 

Be- 
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Besides  thefe  foundations,  there  are  fome  others 
pf  inferior  note,  equally  laudable,  eflabliihed  and 
maintained  by  the  munificence  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Calcutta.  A  free-fchool  which  educates  near  two 
hundred  children,  under  the  management  of  the 
vellry,  is,  in  part,  fupported  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions only.  Two  lacks  of  rupees  were  originally  de- 
voted to  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  poor. 
The  interefh  of  that  fum  continues  ftill  to  be  applied 
for  that  purpofe  :  another  fchool,  however,  nearly 
equally  numerous  has  been  added  to  this,  upon  a 
fund  raifed  merely  by  cafual  benefactions.  An  ora~ 
torio  has  of  late  been  performed  annually  to  aid  its 
fands,  which  promifes  a  confiderable  fupply  of  re- 
>.enue. 

To  thefe  Inftitutlons,  fo  creditable  to  the  humanity 
and  benevolence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  the 
native  hofpital  mufl  be  added.  This  inflitution  is 
alfo  fupported  by  voluntary  contribution ;  and  was 
contrived  for  the  relief  of  fuch  natives,*  as  from  acci- 
dents or  difeafe,  might  want  medical  aid.  Thoufands, 
in  fo  populous  a  place,  mufl  be  in  want  of  affiftance, 
while  they  are  too  indigent  to  obtain  it  on  any  other 
footing  than  the  charity  of  Europeans.  And  it  is 
highly  to  the  honour  of  our  countrymen,  that  they 
have  devifed  and  fupported  a  fcheme  of  relief  for 
difeafe  and  indigence,  which,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
has  never  been  fuggefled  by  the  humanity  of  their 
native  monarchs.     There   were  hofpitals  for  dogs, 

cats. 
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cats,  lions,  and  feveral  other  animals,  but  none  for 
men. 

The  medical  gentlemen  in  Calcutta  are  frequent- 
ly applied  to  in  private  by  the  natives,  for  advice  in- 
their  ailments,  and  if  really  in  pain,  the  dictates  of 
nature  prevail  againfl  the  bigotry  of  fuperflition  ;  for 
they  generally  take  their  medicines,  in  fpite  of  the 
prohibition  of  their  religion. 

The  confidence  which  the  natives.  In  every  trying 
occafion,  put  in  the  fuperior  fkiil  of  Europeans, 
amounts  almofl  of  itfelf  to  a  confutation  of  thofe- 
perfons,  who,  without  any  means  of  knowledge,  are 
conftaiitly  holding  up  their  attainments  as  fuperior 
to  every  thing  known  in  Europe. 

A  very  expenfivc  eflablifliment  for  the  educatiort 
of  the  junior  fervants  of  the  Company,  has  lately 
been  inllituted  ;  but  as  it  is  for  hufinefs^  and  not  edu- 
cation^  that  the'fe  gentlemen  are  fent  to  India,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  forefee  any  benefit  that  will  ever  refult  from 
this  meafure.  Inflruclion  in  the  native  diale£i:s  is  in 
general  all  that  is  neceffary  to  qualify  them  for  the'; 
exercife  of  their  duty,  and  this  they  have  hitherto 
received  from  Moonfhees  at  the  fpare  hours  that  are 
not  employed  in  their  difl'erent  vocations.  The  prac- 
tice of  their  profellional  duty  of  itfelf  greatly  affifled  ■ 
them  in  acquiring  the  language  of  the  natives ; 
while  it  prevented  the  lofs  of  feverai  years,  and  a 

great' 
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great  expence,  which  is  incurred  at  this  diflblute  fe- 
niinary. 

India  has  not  hitherto  improved  the  alTiduity  of 
Europeans  in  the  purfuit  of  Hterature :  and  there 
are  at  prefent  in  that  country  but  few  men  adequately 
qualified  to  lill  a  profeillonal  chair.  Young  men, 
therefore,  from  Europe  mufl  deem  their  time  ill 
fpent  if  compelled  to  hear  ledures  from  profelTors 
but  indifferently  qualified  to  be  teachers  of  a  parifli 
fchool, 

T^E  conqueft  of  the  Myfore  was  fome  how  con- 
necled  with  this  inftitution,  an  event  v/hich  it  v/as 
deflined  to  commemorate  :  yet  brilliant  as  the  execu- 
tion of  that  enterprize  certainly  was,  it  was  concerted 
without  any  regard  to  time,  or  fupplies  of  provifions, 
a  circumflance  vyhich  had  nearly  fruflrated  the  bra- 
very of  our  army*. 


*  Since  writing  the  abov,e,  the  Court  of  Direftors  have  partly 
abolifned  this  College  ;  the  mod  expenllve  ereftion  "which  vanity 
Qr  foily  had  ever  made  upon  their  treafury. 


SECT 


SECT.  IX. 


THE  EFFECTS  OF  A  HOT  CLIMATE  ON  EUROPEAN*. 


Calcutta,  Dec  1796, 


The  climate  of  almofl  every  intra-tropical  regiojj  is 
unfavourable  to  European  conflitutions.  Thofe  flat 
countries  where  moifhure  is  combined  with  heat,  are 
unexceptionably  more  injurious  to  health  than  fuch 
as  are  dry.  Hence  the  climate  of  Batavia  has  long 
proved  one  of  the  moil  fatally  pernicious  ever  vifited 
by  Europeans, 

Calcutta  was  at  firfl  deemed  hardly  lefs  de- 
flruclive  than  Batavia.  Its  fituation  furrounded  by 
a  flat  and  marfliy  country,  was  productive  of  the 
fame  effects.  The  vicinity  has  fmce  been  cleared 
confiderably  of  trees  and  jungle ;  and  fome  of  the 
more  offenfive  marfhes  have  been  drained  j  much, 
however,  ftill  muft;  be  done,  before  it  can  merit  the 
character  of  a  healthy  town. 

Euro-. 


INDIAN   RECREATINOS.  7Y 

Europeans  are  now  however,  much  bettef  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  means  of  counterafting  the  efFefts 
of  a  bad  climate  than  formerly.  Regularity  of  liv- 
ing, and  temperance,  are  much  more  prevalent  a- 
mong  the  prefent  inhabitants,  than  the  firil  adven- 
turers. It  was  not  uncommon  for  his  acquaintances, 
when  a  friend  had  laid  in  a  frefh  flock  of  wines,  to 
meet  in  his  houfe  at  dinner,  in  order  to  give  their 
judgment  of  its  quality  ;  and  on  thefe  occafions,  per- 
haps, the  whole  cheft  of  claret  was  confumed  at  one 
federunt.  The  confequences  were  often  fo  fatal,  that 
the  next  meeting  of  this  focial  crew  was  not  unfre-i- 
quently  to  witnefs  the  funeral  of  one  of  their  com- 
panions. 

The  perfection  to  which  the  medical  art  has  ar- 
rived by  longer  experience,  has  alfo  had  a  happy  ef- 
fect in  preferving  the  lives  of  many  Europeans.  The 
difeafes  of  the  country  are  now  well  underflood  by 
almofl  every  praftitioner  ;  the  practice  is  fimple  and 
decifive.  Fevers,  and  the  whole  train  of  bilious 
complaints,  are  more  efficacioufly  treated,  or  at  leail 
yield  more  certainly  to  their  prefcriptions  than  any 
fet  of  difeafes  equally  malignant  do  in  Britain.  Were 
fever  as  dangerous  here  as  in  Europe,  its  frequency 
would  prove  fatal  almofl  to  every  inhabitant  before 
refiding  twelve  months  in  the  country. 

Whatever  be  the  exciting  caufe  of  bile;  whe- 
ther accelerated  circulation  from  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate, or  relaxation  from  the  fame  caufe,  its  excefs  is 
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in  general  the  origo  mati.  It  produces  fever,  clyferi* 
tery,  with  a  long  train  of  nervous  and  paralytic  difor* 
ders  J  evei*y  ftage  of  which  has  a  peculiar  and  appro*' 
priate  treatment,  which  is  foon  acquired,  and  pretty 
uniformly  ibliowed  by  every  praftitioner  :  and  there 
is  perhaps  no  part  of  the  world  where  the  profeffioii 
can  boait  of  an  equal  number  cf  cures  ;  or  at  lead 
of  relic!  fo  uniformly  following  its  prefcriptions. 

After  all,  however,  the  climate  of  India  proves  a 
fevere  trial  to  every  European  conflitution  ;  many 
fall  a  facrifice  to  its  firft  attacks  ;  many  more  linger 
on  in  a  ftate  of  increafmg  debility,  and  painful  dif- 
eafe,  which  reduces  them  to  a  ftate  more  refembling 
ghofts  than  men  ;  the  remainder,  who  for  years  con- 
tinue to  combat  its  influence,  finding  that  they  alfo 
are  at  laft  to  be  worfted  in  the  conflict,  are  glad  to 
retreat  to  Europe,  there  to  eke  out,  or  to  hufband 
the  remains  of  life. 

A  fallow  and  livid  complexion  is  fo  univerfal  in 
Bengal,  that  when  you  behold  a  face  of  the  rofeate 
hue,  you  can  pronounce  that  its  owner  is  newly  ar* 
rived,  nearly  w^ith  as  much  certainty  as  if  you  heard 
that  part  of  his  hifl:oi*y  from  his  own  mouth.  Even 
in  the  ordinary  health  of  perfons  not  fuppofed  to  be 
materially  injured  by  the  climate,  they  are  capable  of 
little  exertion  or  fatigue  :  in  the  hot  feafon  of  hardly 
any  at  all.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find,  at  that  pe- 
*  riod  the  whole  officers  of  a  battalion,  except  one  or 
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two,  incapable  of  doing  duty  ;  and  this  without  ex- 
traordinary or  alarming  complaint. 

The  fair  fex  are  almofl  equally  liable  with  the 
men  to  fufl'er  by  the  climate.  Their  regularity  is 
often  more  uniform,  and  their  expofure  to  the  wea- 
ther lefs  frequent,  yet  there  is  hardly  a  fingls  female 
complexion  in  Bengal  that  retains  the  bloom  of 
health.  Beauty  in  every  country  is  a  fading  flower; 
here  it  is  almofl  ephemeral  ;  for  you  feldom  behold 
•it  a  fingle  feafon  without  fullering  much  depredation, 
perhaps  a  total  decay. 

Formerly  female  adventurers  in  India  were  few  ; 
but  highly  fuccefsful.  Emboldened  by  this  fuccefs, 
and  countenanced  by  their  example,  fuch  numbers 
have  embarked  in  this  fpeculation  as  threaten  to  de- 
feat its  purpofe.  The  irregularities  of  our  Govern- 
ment, which  formerly  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
fome  of  rapidly  accumulating  wealth,  and  enabling 
them  to  marry,  are  now  done  away.  Few,  in  com- 
parlfon,  now  find  themfelves  in  circumflances  that 
invite  to  matrimonial  engagements  ;  hence  a  number 
i  of  unfortunate  females  are  feen  wandering  for  years 
in  a  fmgle  and  unconnected  flate.  Some  are  annually 
forced  to  abandon  the  forlorn  hope  ;  and  return  to 
.  Europe,  after  the  lofs  of  beauty,  too  frequently  their 
■  only  property.  It  is  greatly  to  be  Vv'iihed  that  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  as  effeftually  revive  the 
fpirits  of  thefe  ill-fated  adventurers,  as,  from  its 
name,  we  muft  believe  it  did  thofe  of  its  firft  difco- 

verers. 
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Verers.  If  in  future  times  it  i-ealize  their  almofl: 
vaniflied  profpe^ls,  it  muil  be  regarded  as  a  valuable 
flation  ;  for  it  will  prevent  a  part  of  the  fpceles  from 
fuffering,  on  their  return,  a  mortification  the  more 
peculiarly  grievous,  fmce  it  commands  no  man's 
pity. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  even  of  thofe  who  find 
every  reafonable  hope  that  they  had  formed  of  India 
gratified,  that  do  not  inwardly  regret  having  aban- 
doned  their  native  land  :  the  candid,  on  fumming 
up  the  whole  account,  feem  to  acknov/ledge  that  the 
meafure  has  neither  added  to  the;  number  of  real 
enjoyments,  nor  increafed  their  \'irtue :  they  find, 
when  the  fcene  of  life  draws  to  a  clofe,  and  the  cur- 
tain is  ready  to  drop,  that  it  might  probably  have 
met  with  a  lefs'  chequered,  but  equally  happy  termi- 
nation, by  a  lefs  troublefome  and  circuitous  route. 

If  this  prove  the  cafe  with  fuch  as  meet  with  em- 
ployments, or, lucrative  appointments  in  this  country; 
thofe  unfortunate  young  men  Vv^ho  rifk  fo  long  a 
voyage  v/ithout  any  fpecific  views,  or  particular  pro- 
felTion,  are  in  a  fituation  much  to  be  commiferated. 
Under  mental  uneafmefs,  and  the  pain  of  difappoint- 
ment,  difeafes  in  a  warm  climate  are  all  aggravated^ 
and  more  certainly  fatal.  Thus  has  "many  a  pro- 
mifmg  youth  fallen  a  facrifice  to  unfubflantial  hopes, 
and  difappointed  ambition  :  many  a  ufeful  and  en- 
terprifing  fubjeO:  has  been  loft  to  the  State  from  the 

falfe  notions  entertained  at  home  with  regard  to  the 
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.'.pulence  of  India ;    and  the  golden  dreams  which 
gnorance  has  indulged  regarding  its  trade. 

The  great  military  atchievements  which  have 
been  performed,  as  well  as  the  fortunes  that  have 
been  made  by  fome  individuals  in  this  country,  make 
a  pov/erful  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  young  m,en. 
Long  before  they  have  finilhed  their  education  at 
chool,  their  imaginations  are  affedled  by  the  mania 
of  going  to  India,  and  of  their  afting  their  part  in 
all  the  brave  and  romantic  adventures  of  a  Coote,  a 
Lawrence,  or  a  Clive.  The  fpirit  of  adventure  is 
kept  remarkably  a£live  in  Scotland,  where  all  re- 
:eive  fome  education,  and  where  the  eyes  of  the 
.:ommunity  are  fo  often  called  to  behold  fuccefsful 
examples  of  thofe  who  have  finifhed  their  career  of 
Afiatic  enterprife. 

f 

Without  attempting  to  eradicate  this  ufeful  bias 
n  the  minds  of  our  youth,  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed 
that  it  were  oftener  guided  by  men  of  experience ; 
.or  without  being  attached  to  fome  department  of 
'he  fervice,  or  educated  to  fome  profeffion,  there  is 
'lardly  any  rational  hope  of  fuccefs  in  India.  Here 
ill  the  inferior  departments  of  clerks  and  overfeers 
are  neceilarily  filled  by  natives,  and  it  is  by  thofe 
gradations  that  in  Europe  young  men  rife  to  opu- 
Ij  lence  in  the  commercial  world.  Diftant  as  this 
country  is  from  the  feat  of  Government,  and  ftriclly 
as  all  outlets  to  it  are  guarded,  there  are  perhaps  ten 
Europeans  in  every  department,  for  one  that  can 
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obtain  profitable  employment ;  and  of  the  great  ob- 
ject in  migration,  that  of  making  a  fortune,  there 
are  more  than  an  hundred  to  one  unfuccefsful  in  the 
purfuit. 

Of  late  the  commercial  profperlty  and  wealth  of 
Britain  has  fo  much  increafed,  that  in  future  the 
wealthy  part  of  our  community  will  not  be  found 
among  thofe  who  have  returned  from  abroad,  but 
among  that  portion  who  have  remained  in  their  na- 
tive country. 


sect;, 


SECT.  X. 


OF  THE  RANK  AND  CONDITION  OF  THE  DIFFERENT 

CLASSES. 


Calcutta,  Dec.  1797. 

The  flate  of  foclety  and  of  government  In  every 
:ountry  of  Europe,  threw  the  mhabitants  into  a  fi- 
railar  fituation  with  regard  to  rank  :  there  the  whole 
community  confided,  during  the  feudal  periods,  of 
licentious  chieftains  who  overawed  the  fovereign, 
and  kept  the  people  in  a  (late  of  flavery.  The  priell- 
hood  was  the  only  order  whofe  rights  and  rank  were 
refpected,  in  thefe  ages  of  fuperflition  and  anarchy. 

Every  circumflance  feems  to  prove  that  the  Elin- 
vloos  were,  in  a  remote  period,  nearly  in  the  fame 
itate.  The  different  diftridls,  originally  governed  by 
independent  princes,  were  gradually  brought  to  fub- 
niit  to  an  emperor  whofe  dominions  were  circum- 
Icribed  by  the  natural  boundaries  of  the  country. 
In  this  fituation  o   affairs  there  were  feveral  kings  or 
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great  rajans,-  who  were  tributary  to  the  emperor; 
and  other  inferior  rajahs  who  paid  tribute  'to  their 
refpective  fuperiors,  and  who,  when  fummoned  into 
the  field,  attended  them  with  a  number  of  men,  pro- 
portioned to  the  extent  of  their  polTeffions*. 

The  far  greater  part  of  the  lands  of  Hindoflan 
were  held  by  this  military  tenure ;  but  as  in  Europe, 
fo  here,  there  were  others  appropriated  to  the  church, 
and  to  charitable  purpofes :  we  find  too,  in  many 
parts,  certain  commons  attached  to  different  villages, 
which  were  cultivated  by  the  joint  labour  of  the  in- 
habitants, or  paflured  by  their  cattle  in  common. 

The  ryots,  or  actual  cultivators  of  the  foil,  are 
ftill  in  the  fame  fituation  here  which  they  were  in 
among  the  ancient  Romans,  adfmpti  gleba,  a  fort  of 
appendage  to  the  land,  and  fold  along  with  it.  This 
was  the  cafe  in  England  as  late  as  the  tim^  of  King 
John,  when  it  was  itipulated  by  one  of  the  provl- 
fions  of  the  boafled  Magna  Charta,  that  on  reftoring 
to  a  ward  his  eflates  after  his  minority,  they  fliould 
be  delivered  Jine  vasio  bo?ninum  vel  rerum  f. 

*  VId.  Sketches  of  the  manners  and  cufloms  of  the  Hindoos,    i 

i 

•f-  Though  the   natives   are  not  pofitively  fold  with  an  eftate,  j 
they  muft,  from  the   nature  of  their   fituation,   cliange  mailers 
along  with  it. 
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In  this  country,  the  ryots  have  hardly  any  fecure 
?afes ;  they  were  -allowed  a  certain  portion  of  the 
crop  to  maintain  their  families  and  their  cattle,  but 
feem  not  to  have  been  entrufted  with  the  feed  for 
next  feafon,  that  being  furnifhed  by  the  proprietor. 
The  proportion  of  produce  allowed  the  peafant  mufl, 
according  to  the  foil,  have  always  been  very  differ- 
ent. The  barrennefs  of  the  lands,  the  difficulty  of 
cultivation,  and  the  failure  or  abundance  of  a  crop, 
always  aff"ecl  the  portion  left  to  the  hufbandman. 

In  countries  plentifully  fupplied  with  water,  the 
labour  of  the  hufbandman  is  diminiflied,  w^hile  his 
crops  are  more  abundant ;  but  on  the  coafl  of  Co- 
romandel,  where  the  foil  is  thin  and  f:\ndy,  and  the 
water  fcarce,  greater  exertion  is  required  ;  and  tlie 
.  ecompence  is  much  lefs  confiderable.  From  the 
circumftance  of  there  being  no  leafe  flri£lly  adhered 
lo,  the  condition  of  the  peafant  is  nearly  the  fame, 
whatever  be  the  produce  of  his  labour  :  he  is  univer- 
fally  poor.  His  houfe,  cloathing,  and  implements  of 
every  kind,  frequently  do  not  amount  to  the  value  of 
a  pound  fterling.  Univerfal  poverty  and  nakednels 
is  the  charaderiftic  of  nine  tenths  of  ail  the  people, 
not  Britiih  fubjcds,  in  Hindoflan  ;  but  you  muff  not 
conclude  that  this  is  accompanied  with  the  fame  de- 
gree of  fuffering  and  wretchednefs  that  v^^ould  be 
felt  in  a  fimilar  ftate  of  indigence  in  Europe.  Their 
wants  are  here  few :  cloathing  is  hardly  neceilary  for 
eight  months  of  the  year  :  drink  is  unknown  beyond 
the  fimple  beverage  of  water ;  and  the  fimplicity  of 
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their  food  enables  them  to  fubfifl  on  vegetable-- 
which  are  plenty,  with  a  fmall  portion  of  grain.  An 
Hindoo  feels  himfelf  comfortable  on  the  fame  fare  on 
which  an  Ensrlifhrnan  would  lancruifh  and  ilarve. 


"«D' 


Such  are  the  ranks  of  the  people,  as  far  as  they 
feem  to  be  influenced  by  government ;  but  the  pre- 
valence of  fuperllition  has  moulded  their  fociety  into 
a  more  complex  and  artificial  fyftem.  According  to 
its  injunftlons,  the  Hindoos  are  divided  into  four 
cads ;  the  Brahmins,  the  Katry,  the  Bhyfe,  and  the 
Sodera.  Befides  thefe  cafls,  now  well  known  in 
Europe,  there  are  a  very  confiderable  number* which 
belong  to  neither,  which,  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  are  called  Chandalahs,  or  Pariahs,  and 
confifl  of  thofe  who  have  been  outcafls  from  all  the 
ranks,  on  account  of  their  own,  or  forefathers  de^. 
linquency  ;  for,  by  the  rigid  difcipline  of  the  Brah- 
mins, fins  are  vifited  to  greater  extent  than  to  the 
third  or  fourth  generation. 

The  fentence  of  excommunication  is  here  more  ; 
terrible  than  death :    the   perfon   lying  under   it  is 
deemed  polluted,  and  if  touched  by  another  it  renders 
him  alfo  unclean,  till  he  has  wafhed,  and  purified  his 
perfon  and  his  garments.     The  perfon,  therefore,  is  ' 
not  only  excluded  from  fociety,  but  he  cannot  enter 
a  temple,  or  be  prefent  at  any  religious  ceremony  ; 
he  is  rendered  incapable  of  any  office,  and  the  confe- ' 
quences  of  this  terrible  doom  are  fuppofed  to  extend  ; 
to  another  life,  I 
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The  rank  of  the  diiFerent  cafts  is  not  only  laid 
down  in  the  vedahs,  or  facred  books  of  the  Hindoos, 
but  their  duties  are  prefcribed  there  with  fome  pre- 
cifion.  "  The  duty  of  the  Brahmins  is  peace,  felf- 
reftraint,  patience,  redtitude,  wifdom,  and  learning. 
Thofe  of  the  Katry,  or  military  caft,  are  bravery, 
glory,  not  to  flee  from  the  field,  rectitude,  genero- 
fity,  and  princely  conduct.  The  natural  duty  of 
the  Bhyfe,  is  to  cultivate  the  land,  to  tend  the  cat- 
tle, to  buy  and  fell.  The  natural  order  of  the  Sor- 
dera  is  fervitude*.'*  This  facred  volume  proceeded 
from  Brimha,  one  of  the  three f  children  of  Brahma, 
the  Supreme  Being.  The  Saftras  and  Pouranahs 
are  commentaries  upon  thefe,  and  like  the  traditions 
of  the  Jevv^s  and  of  the  Romilh  church,  of  very  high 
authority,  but  not  equally  holy,  nor  binding  upon 
conducl:. 

The  Brahmins  alone  are  permitted  to  read  and 
explain  the  vedahs ;  the  other  claifes  would  incur 
Inexpiable  guilt  by  infpecting  them  :  the  Katry  tribe 
is  alone  allowed  to  hear  them ;  the  Pouranahs  are 
deemed  fnfficiently  facred  to  be  liftened  to  by  vulgar 
ears  :  even  to  hear  the  fcriptures  read  is  deemed  too 
great  a  privilege  for  the  degraded  race  of  Soderas. 

As  if  thefe  reftriftions  were  infufficient,  every  pro- 
fefTion  and  art  has  a  diflinft  rank  and  flation  afligned 

F4  it, 

*  Vide  Bhagvat  Geeta. 

+  The  other  two  are  Viflinu  and  Sheva. 
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it,  from  whence  Its  profeflbrs  can  never  emerge,  nor 
can  they  change  their  hereditary  employment  for  any 
other.  Hence  there  are  nearly  an  hundred  *  fubor- 
dinate  tribes  in  the  fociety  of  natives  here,  which  do 
not  intermarry  nor  affociatc  except  with  their  own 
peers.  There  is  in  Calcutta,  I  am  told,  a  native : 
who  is  employed  in  drawing  an  individual  of  each 
clafs  occupied  in  his  profefTional  labour. 

The  Brahmins  who  have  entailed  thefe  refirlc- 
tlons  on  the  reft  of  fociety,  are  themfelves  under 
great  reftraint  with  regard  to  the  articles  of  food. 
Rice,  milk,  and  ghee  with  fpices,  are  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  articles  of  their  diet;  for  they  are  prohi- 
bited from  ihedding  blood,  or  eating  any  thing  that 
has  had  life :  milk  as  coming  from  the  cow  is  deem- 
ed the  purefl  food;  and  for  this  clafs  of  animals 
we  have  had  frequent  opportunity  to  witnefs  their 
veneration. 

A  fimilar  religious  prejudice  for  the  ox  obtained 
among  the  Egyptians,  Phenicians,  Athenians,  and 
other  nations ;  perhaps  it  was  originally  derived 
from  the  Eaft,  which  appears  to  have  been  the  great  1 
mint  of  fuperftition  to  the  reft  of  the  world.  There  j 
are  fome  even  of  our  own  divines,  who  have  attempt- .  i 
ed  to  draw  an  analogy  between  our  theological  fyf- 

tem 

'"*^  ViJe  de  la  Croze,  Hift.  da  Chrift.  des  Indcs. 
f  Mr  Solvins,  whofe  work  is  nearly  completed. 
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tern  and  thefe  ancient  fables ;  an  attempt  equally 
fruitlefs  and  foolifli.  What  confirmation,  for  ex- 
ample, or  illuftration  of  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity 
can  there  be  derived  from  there  being  three  principal 
Hindu  divinities,  Brimha,  Viilmu,  and  Sheva?  or 
becaufe  thefe  deities  have  undergone  feveral  incarna- 
tions for  the  inflruftion  and  regeneration  of  man- 
kind, does  that  give  any  greater  credibility  to  our  fyf- 
tem?  yet  our  zealots  *  have  attempted  this,  without 
fecming  to  be  aware  of  the  tendency  of  their  pur- 
fuit.  To  prove  that  our  Faith  is  fimilar  to,  or  de- 
rived from  that  of  the  Hindoos,  is,  we  truft,  impof- 
fible;  if  ft  were  otherwife,  the  fyftem  of  both  coun- 
tries would  feem  to  reft  upon  the  fame  foundation. 

Thougpi  the  Brahmins  conftitute  the  higheft  clafs 
from  which  the  priefts  are  taken,  yet  the  whole  of 
that  order  do  not  officiate  in  facred  ceremonies  ;  the 
priefts  among  the  Jews  were  indeed  of  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  but  all  the  Levites  were  not  priefts.  The 
Brahmins,  accordingly,  w^ho  are  not  in  the  prieft- 
hood,  may  aflume  other  employments,  but  are  not 
allowed  to  engage  as  menial  fervants.  They  become 
fecretaries  to  perfons  of  high  rank,  or  clerks  to 
bankers  and  merchants.  Some  bear  arms  ;  but 
even  in  that  fituation  they  obferve  ail  the  reftriclions 
incumbent  upon  their  order,  and  receive  a  fuperior 

de- 


*  ,Vide  Morice's  Ind.  Antiquities, 
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degree  of  refpeft  from  all  the  other  cafls,  but  not 
equal  to  that  conferred  upon  the  aftual  priefls. 

Those  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  altar,  con- 
fine themfclves  to  the  performance  of  rehgious  cere- 
monies, to  ftudy,  and  to  the  education  of  youth. 
From  the  great  partiality  to  their  cad,  which  evident- 
ly pervades  thefe  laws,  it  is  probable  that  they  were 
drawn  up  by  themfelves.  They  claim  a  fuperior 
rank  to  princes ;  for  though  a  Rajah  will  receive 
and  tafle,  with  refped,  food  that  has  been  prepared 
by  a  Brahmin,  the  latter  dare  not  tafte  any  thing 
that  has  been  touched  by  the  former. 

The  fame  iniquitous  diftinclion  of  perfons,  that 
pervaded  the  Gothic  fyftem  of  law,  is  obfervable 
in  the  Hindoo  code  :  "  If  a  Brahmin'*,  fays  the 
law,  "  commit  a  crime  deferving  a  capital  punifh- 
ment,  the  magiftrate  ihall  fentence  him  to  perpe- 
tual imprifonment.  There  is  no  crime  fo  great  as 
that  of  murdering  a  Brahmin  ;  and  therefore  no 
ma'^illrate  wall  ever  devife  the  death  of  one  ;  nor 
cut  off  any  of  his  hmbs.  If  a  Sodera  give  much 
and  frequent  trouble  to  a  Brahmin,  the  magiftrate 
fliall  put  hiin  to  death.  "  In  matters  of  precedence, 
and  giving  place  on  the  road,  all  are  obliged  to. 
yield  to  a  Brahmin. 

The  next  order  to  this  is  the  Khallitria,  or 
ICatry,  and  upon  this  caft  the  fun£tions  of  royalty 
are  devolved.      Tlie  authority  and   the   poffeffions 
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of  Rajahs  are,  as  with  princes  in  Europe,  heredi- 
tary ;  defcending  in  the  line  of  legitimate  male- 
primogeniture  :  but  this  extends  only  to  the  firft 
degree ;  for  in  default  of  a  fon,  the  prince  may 
fet  afide  every  other  relation,  and  adopt  a  fucccl- 
ibr ;  who,  from  the  period  of  adoption,  obtains 
the  rights  and  appellation  of  his  fon  *.  The 
younger  branches  of  a  Rajah's  family  ferve  in  the 
army,  and  hold  land  by  a  feudal  tenure. 

Ar.L  commercial  tranfaftions  are  committed  to 
thy  Bhyfe,  or  Bannian  call,  who  fometimes  pof- 
fefs  individually  immenfe  wealth.  The  Sodera 
tribe,  which  is,  by  far,  more  numerous  than  all 
the  reft,  comprifes  the  artifans,  and  labourers  of 
every  defcription.  The  great  defideratam  in  Eu- 
ropean fociety  feems  to  be  a  proper  means  of  fe- 
curing  happinefs  and  contentment  witl^i  their  lot  to 
the  labouring  poor.  This  chef  cV  au-vre  of  go- 
vernment feems  to  be  fecured  here  by  the  influ- 
ence of  religion.  By  this  the  Sodera  is  taught 
to  believe  that  he  is  placed  in  this  his  ftation  by 
way  of  trial ;  or  on  account  of  offences  commit- 
ted in  a  previous  ft  ate  ; .  that  by  refignation  and 
piety  he  will  enjoy  greater  happinefs  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  life,  and  in  another  world. 

IIliNCK 

*  An  inftance  of  this  has  jufl  happened  to  the  -Nabob  Vi- 
zier of  Oiu'e. 


92  INDIAN  RECREATIONS. 

Hence  the  attachment  of  a  Hindoo  to  his  rank 
and  flation  is  equal  to  that  he  has  for  rehgion  itfelf. 
This  is  frequently  difplayed  by  the  meaneft  clafles 
that  engage  in  the  European  fervice  :  a  feapoy,  or  a 
bearer  is  as  obftinately  obfervant  of  the  cufloms  of 
his  order  as  a  Brahmin ;  while  in  Europe  the  fame 
clafs  imitate  their  betters. 


SECT.  V- 


SECT.    XL 


ECCLESIASTICAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 


Calcutta ,  Dec,  I79S. 

The  perfecuting  fplrit,  and  religious  bigotry,  which 
charafl;erifed  the  firll  European  adventurers  in  A- 
merica,  have  tarnifhed  the  iuftre  of  all  their  atchieve- 
ments,  and  branded  their  conduct  with  a  degree  of 
infamy,  which  their  acknowledged  bravery  and  mi- 
litary talents  have  never  been  able  to  obliterate.  Hap- 
pily for  the  inhabitants  of  Afia,  that  fervor  of  zeal, 
which  devoured  every  thing  that  oppofed  it,  like  a 
confuming  fire,  had  either  fubfided,  or  been  temper- 
ed by  knowledge,  before  any  nation  of  Europe  had 
obtained  confiderable  territorial  pofleffions  in  this 
populous  country.  Had  the  fuperllitious  Hindoo^ 
fallen  under  the  military  teaching  of  any  European 
nation  at  that  intolerant  period,  it  is  hard  to  con- 
jecture to  what  length  perfecution  might  have  been 
carried.     The  attachment  of  the  natives  to  their  fu- 

I  per- 
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perflitious  rites,  is  exceflive  ;  and  can  only  be  fur- 
paffed  by  the  obftinate  bigotry  with  which  every  Eu- 
ropean of  that  age  enforced  the  tenets  of  his  faith 
upon  the  ill-fated  unbeliever. 

Equal  havock  and  deftruftion  would  in  all  pro- 
bability have  marked  the  progrefs  of  the  Portugueze 
arms,  as  that  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  new  world ; 
for  the  former,  as  well  as  the  latter  people,  were  ac* 
tuated  by  a  zeal  incompatible  with  all  the  forbear- 
ance of  oppofite  opinions.  The  lapfe  of  two  cen- 
turies has  brought  about  a  change  in  the  fentiments 
of  Europeans,  fo  complete,  as  to  approach  the  oppo- 
fite extreme  of  indifference  :  a  flate  which  is,  per- 
haps, neither  more  rational,  nor  lefs  dangerous  to 
public  virtue,  than  religious  bigotry. 

An  exceffive  ardour  in  the  accmnulation  of  v/ealth 
has  fucceeded  to  this  religious  fervor,  and  has  fre- 
quently difplayed  itfelf  equally  powerful  in  deftroy- 
ing  fentiments  of  virtue  and  humanity,  as  the  mofl 
intemperate  zeal  in  difleminating  fanatical  opinions. 
The  mercantile  jealoufy  of  the  Dutch  at  Amboyna, 
flione  forth  in  colours  as  difgraceful  to  humanity  as 
8panifh  bigotry  in  Peru. 

When  young  perfons  from  Europe,  of  little  infor- 
mation, and  ftill  lefs  reflection,  obferve  the  number- 
lefs  puerile,  and  debafmg  ceremonies  of  the  Hindoo 
worfhip  ;  reiirained,  in  this  inflance,  by  no  preju- 
dice of  education,  thev  fee  the  impofitions  of  prieft- 
1  craft. 


INDIAN  RECREATIONS.  OS 

craft,  and  the  devout  fubmiflion  of  ignorance,  In  the 
full  extent  of  their  enormity  ;  r.nd  pity  or  ^defpife 
that  credulity,  which  can  be  impofed  upon,  by  arti- 
fices fo  grofs,"  or  which  can  embrace  opinions  fo  ab- 
furd.  As  religious  eftablifliments  muft  in  every 
country,  as  far  as  they  have  been  conftituted  and 
upheld  by  man,  be  tarniflied  with  f^milar  imperfec- 
tions, they  begin  to  fancy  they  difcover  much  im- 
poflure  in  all  ;  and  to  imagine  they  all  ftand  on  one 
bafis,  upon  which  the  crafty  have  raifed  a  fuper- 
ftrufture  to  overawe  the  timid,  or  infnare  the  weak. 
Full  of  fuch  notions,  which  they  find  countenanced 
in  fociety  under  the  appellation  of  liberality  of  fenti- 
ment,  they  fancy  that  to  be  lax  in  principle  is  to  be- 
come liberal  in  mind  ;  and  that  to  ridicule  religion 
is  a  fufficient  title  to  make  them  be  ranked  with  the 
wife. 

But  when  the  reflraints  of  religion  are  over- 
thrown, the  ties  of  virtue  and  duty  are  alfo  foon 
broken.  In  remote  diftrifts,  where  perfons  of  this 
defcription  have  fometimes  been  invefled  with  com- 
mand, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  loofenefs  of  their 
conduct  has  too  nearly  correfponded  with  thefe 
principles.  In  fuch  inftances,  the  poor  natives  have 
found  that  their  property,  however  fmall,  has  been 
unable  to  overbalance  European  virtue  ;  and  that 
their  fufferings  however  afflictive  to  themfelves,  have 
not  been  able  to  awaken  in  the  minds  of  their  op- 
preflbrs  an  apprehenfion  of  future  retribution. 

Hap- 
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Happily  for  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  name,  ex* 
amples  of  cruelty  and  rapine  exercifed  againft  the 
defencelefs  natives,  are  far  more  rare  than  the  un- 
founded clamours  of  the  multitude  at  home  have 
given  out.  Happily  too,  for  the  natives  themfelves, 
they  are  becoming  daily  more  uncommon  ;  and  if 
the  controul  and  energy  of  our  government,  fhall  bc^ 
come  equal  to  its  integrity,  they  will  never  be  re- 
peated. 

X 

That  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  India  Com- 
pany were  not  aware  of  the  neceffity  of  fupporting 
the  interefls  of  religion  and  virtue  among  their  fer- 
vants,  in  a  country  whofe  diflance  deprives  them,  in 
a  great  meafure,  of  controul  over  them,  it  v/ould  be 
ralli  to  affirm.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  neither 
the  number  nor  choice  of  the  clergymen  they  have 
appointed  in  Bengal,  has  been  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  their  fervants,  nor  the  importance  of  the 
objed  in  view  ;  whether  you  regard  keeping  up  the 
appearance  of  religion  among  Europeans,  or  dilTemi- 
nating  its  principles  among  the  natives* 

On  this  ellablifliment  their  full  complement  of 
chaplains  is  only  nine  *  ;  their  actual  number  feldom 

ex- 


*  There  are  few  others  at  Madras  and  Bombay  ;  but  al- 
together there  is  too  fmall  a  number  to  keep  up  the  reftraints 
of  decency  and  reh'gion  in  a  fociety  conftituted  like  that  of 
the  Europeans  in  Inlia. 
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.  Exceeds  five  or  fix.      Two  of   thefe  being  always 

fixed  at  the  Prefidency,   all  the  other  European  fta- 

tions,  difperfed  over  a  tract  of  country  much  more 

extenfive  than  Great  Britain,  are  committed   to  the 

charge  of  the  other  three  or  four  individuals.     In 

confequence  of  this,  the  prefence  of  a  clergyman  is 

jfeldom  feen,   or   even   expected,    to  folemnize  the 

i  ufual  ceremonies  of  marriages,  baptifms,  or  funerals. 

Prayers  are  read  fometimes  at  the  ftations  where  a 

I  chaplain  happens  to  refide  ;  but  I  have  feldom  heard 

[of  any  fermon  dehvered,   except  by  his   Majefhy's 

!  chaplains,   and   thofe  at   Calcutta.     Hence,  it  muft 

I  happen,  that  many  perfons  have  left  England   at  an 

early  age,  and  refided  in  India  perhaps  for  twenty 

or  thirty  years,  without   once  having  heard   divine 

fervice,  till  their  return*. 

It  is  not,  furely,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  religion 
and  moral  duties  fhould  be  forgotten  in  a  country 
where  their  utility  is  never  inculcated,  nor  the  ne- 
ceiTity  even  of  their  appearance  enforced.  With  ir- 
religious principles,  irregular  conduct  is  intimately 
connefted.  Gaming,  debauchery,  and  all  kinds  of 
extravagance  in  living,  are  generally  in  its  train. 
The  man  whofe  fortune  has  been  ruined  by  diflipa- 

VoL.  I.  G  tion. 


*  Since  writing  the  above,  this  negligence  has  been  correfted  j 
yct  many  from  indolence,  or  contempt  of  the  ipftitution  of  their 
joantry,  have  wilfully  neglefted  the  opportunity,  when  offered, 
pf  attending  on  the  offices  of  religion. 
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tlon,  or  at  a  gamins^  table,  is  certainly  not  the  mofl 
likely  to  withitand  temptation  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty.  On  the  contrary,  thofe  whofe  profligate  ha- 
bits have  reduced  them  to  diilrefs,  have  in  general 
been  the  only  perfons  who  have  attempted  to  retrieve 
their  affairs  at  the  expence  either  of  the  Company, 
or  of  the  native  inhabilants. 

In  the  end,  therefore,  the  economy  of  the  Court 
of  Direclors  in  conftituting:  their  religious  efl.i'  lifh- 

o  o 

ment,  may  appear  to  be  founded  on  falie  principles. 
The  whole  charge  incurred  for  religious  duties,  both 
to  the  European  inhabitants  and  nativ.s  of  Bengal, 
does  not  amount  to  a  fum  nearly  equal  to  the 
monthly  falary  paid  to  fome  individuals  in  their  fer- 
vice  ;  whofe  only  employment  is  diffipation,  and 
Vv'hofe  importance  to  the  country  can  only  be  efti- 

mated  by  the  mifchief  done  by  their  example. 

i 

The  fmall  emolument  held  out  to  the  clerical  pro- 
tellion  here,  affords,  perhaps,  another  inftance  in 
which  prudential  confiderations  defeat  their  own  pur- 
pofe.  Men  of  decent  condudl,  and  refpedability  of 
character,  cannot  be  fuppofed  willing,  for  a  trivial 
falary,  to  embark  for  a  part  of  the  world  fo  dillant  as 
India,  where  they  muff  bid  adieu  to  all  preferment 
at  home  :  while  the  fervice  in  which  they  embark 
offers  only  prefent  fubfiflence,  but  holds  out  no 
gradation  of  rank  or  emolument.  For  an  appoint- 
ment in  India  fuch  men  rarely  apply  :  and  as  often 
as  charaders  of  a  contraiy  defcription  are  fent  here, 

thev 
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they  invarirbly  do  more  harm  than  good.  Men  who 
engage  in  all  the  fafhionable  diffipations  of  the  coun- 
I  try,  are  ill  calculated  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  reli- 
Igion  among  their  countrymen,  and  little  likely  to 
I  withdraw  the  natives  from  their  errors.  The  ftandard 
!of  truth  will,  if  committed  to  fuch  hands,  be  but 
I  feebly  upheld,  or  perhaps  altogether  difgraced  j  and, 
i  in  either  cafe,  it  will  always  be  accompanied  by  fe\^ 
I  followers. 


Q  2  SECT. 


SECT  XII. 


PRACTICAL  INCONVENfENCE  OF  THE  HINDOO 
SUPERSTITION. 


Calcutta,  Dec,  1798. 

That  the  fuperftitlon  of  the  Hindoos  is,  in  many 
refpefts,  calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  fociety, 
will  not  be  denied.  The  rigid  temperance,  if  not 
abftinence,  which  all  its  votaries  are  bound  to  ob- 
ferve,  certainly  preferves  them  from  many  irregu- 
larities, which  too  frequently  diflurb  focial  happinefs 
in  Europe  ;  where  drunkennefs  and  intemperance  are 
believed  to  deftroy  a  greater  number  of  inhabitants^ 
than  the  fword.  If  the  health  and  conftitution  of 
many  Europeans  are  injured  by  thefe  vices,  we  may 
fairly  pronounce  that  induflry  and  wealth  are  im-' 
paired  in  a  ftill  higher  degree.  From  the  vices  ol 
intemperance,  however,  neither  the  Hindoos  nor 
Mulfulmans  are  entirely  exempted.  The  former  b)i 
means  of  Bang,  opium,  or  tobacco,  can,  and  fome- 
times  do,  encounter  all  the  dangers  of  intoxicationJ 

which, 


i 
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which  we  experience  from  the  ufe  of  fermented  li- 
quors. With  regard  to  the  latter,  the  prohibitions 
of  their  prophet  make  comparatively  flight  impref- 
fion.  The  diflinftion  of  cafls  makes  no  part  of  the 
Mahomedan  inftitutions :  and  hence  they  are  not 
compelled  to  obferve  thefe  with  that  rigid  uniformity 
which  the  dreadful  fentence  of  excommunicatiou 
fails  not  to  enforce  upon  the  followers  of  Brahma. 
Intoxication,  either  with  fpirits,  opium,  or  tobacco, 
I  is  by  no  means  uncommon  among  the  MufTulmans 
i  all  over  Hindoflan.  Among  our  domeftic  fervants, 
''  and  in  the  Company's  native  regiments,  the  differ- 
I  ence  is  great  and  palpable  between  the  Hindoo  and 
Moorman,  in  point  of  fobriety.  Proud,  dilTolute, 
and  vindidive,  the  latter  is  a  much  lefs  manageable 
fervant  than  the  former,  and  upon  all  occafions  more 
apt  to  betray  his  truft.  His  diflblute  habits  detain 
him  in  poverty,  and  confequently  oblige  him  to  re- 
main in  the  army,  while  the  Hindoo  becomes  inde- 
pendent, and  may  leave  it. 

The  numerous  ablutions  enjoyed  by  the  Hindoo, 
are  attended  with  advantages,  perhaps,  lefs  doubtful 
than  thofe  derived  from  their  abftinence.  Almoft 
every  individual  bathes  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  In 
a  warm  chmate  this  mufl  not  only  brace  the  limbs, 
but  preferve  health  by  promoting  cleanlinefs. 

In  eflimating  the  advantages  refulting  to  foclety 
Irom  the  prevailing  fuperflition  of  this  country,  the 
two  foregoing  particulars  include  almoft  all  that  can 
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be  advanced  In  its  favour.  To  counterbalance  thefe, 
upon  the  other  hand,  we  have  to  notice  afterwards 
many  great  obftacles  which  it  oppofes  to  the  im- 
provements of  hufbandry,  and  the  increafe  of  popu- 
lation, by  precluding  the  inhabitants  from  the  ufe  of 
many  important  articles  of  food.  The  number  of 
feftivcils  and  holidays,  to  be  totally  confecrated  to  the 
performance  of  its  numerous  and  expenfive  rites, 
certainly  tends  to  diffipate  the  minds  of  the  indolent 
people,  and  to  withdrav/  them  from  thofe  labours 
from  which  they  derive  their  fupport.  Thefe  fhews 
not  only  occupy  the  tradefman's  time,  Vv^hich  is  his 
revenue,  but  they  muft  wafte  the  fuftenance  which 
he  has  provided  for  his  family ;  by  the  neceffity  he 
lies  under  of  contributing  to  their  expence. 

In  the  Hindoo  almanack,  the  number  of  holidays 
for  the  year  1797,  are  no  lefs  than  ninety-one ;  and 
though  fome  of  thefe  are  not  of  great  note,  yet  others 
claim  their  fole  attention,  for  three  or  four  davs  to- 
gether.  This  mull  certainly  prove  a  heavy  tax  on 
the  indudry  of  any  people,  but  m.ore  efpecially  of 
the  improvident  Hindoos,  who  feldom  can  boaft  of 
fufficient  forefight  to  provide  againft  a  few  days  ei- 
ther of  ficknefs  or  want. 

All  that  has  been  fald  againft  the  want  of  in- ' 
duftry  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  may,  with  double 
force,  be  urged  againft  the  Hindoos.     The  moft  in- 
(dolent  nation  in  Europe  far  excels  in  ever)^  exertion, 
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whether  mental  or  corporeal,  this  lifllefs  and  unam- 
bitious race. 


This  laft  irait  of  their  character  leads  to  another 
powerful  obftacle  to  fociai  and  political  improve- 
ment, arifing  from  the  fuperftition  of  the  natives : 
the  divifion  of  the  whole  fociety  into  four  great  di- 
ftincl  cafts  or  tribes,  and  a  much  greater  number  of 
inferior  claffifications,  the  boundaries  of  which  are 
infurmountable,  even  by  the  purefl  virtue,  or  the 
moil  confpicuous  merit.  I'his  not  only  precludes  a 
man  from  the  profeffion  to  which  nature  or  inclina- 
•tion  mav  have  bent  his  talents,  but  it  alfo  in  a  great 
■meafure  robs  him  of  every  motive  of  honefl  ambition 
to  excel  in  that  fphere  where  his  birth  has  fixed  him ; 
becaufe  even  then,  eminence  in  his  profeffion  can 
confer  no  additional  rank,  and  but  little  diiliiiction. 


The  principle  of  emulation  is  the  grand  fpring  of 
all  induilry,  and  confequently  of  improvement  :  in 
Europe,  where  its  operation  is  lefs  retrained,  it  mo- 
dels and  arranges  the  whole  flrufture  of  fociety. 
There  the  manners  of  one  age  differ  as  remarkably 
from  a  fucceeding  one,  as  if  the  people  were  not  the 
fame  :  one  period  is  w^arlike  ;  another  comm^ercial 
and  a  third  is  fplendid  and  luxurious,  or  perhaps 
learned  :  in  Afia,  as  the  condition  of  individuals  re- 
mains unalterable,  fo  does  the  ftate  of  fociety.  The 
defcriptions  given  of  India  in  the  days  of  Alexander, 
may  be  applied  to  with  equal  hdelity  by  the  Britifli 
hiitorian,  as  they  w^re  by  the  Grecian.     The  fiuij^lc 
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drefs  ofthe  Hindoo,  his  rude  hut,  and  his  feeble 
inflruments  of  agriculture,  are  the  fame  at  prefent  as 
they  were  two  thoufond  years  ago  ;  and  if  the  fame 
caufes  continue  to  operate,  they  muft  remain  for 
many  ages  without  amendment,  and  without  change. 

Some  authors  have  afcribed  the  perfection  to 
which  the  arts  have  been  carried  in  Bengal  to  this 
feparation  of  profeffions ;  and  the  necc  Tity  which 
every  family  Hes  under  of  following  the  trade  of  its 
progenitors.  It  is  true  that  this  diftribution  of  pro, 
feffions  early  carried  the  arts  to  a  certain  progrefs 
confiderably  beyond  what  they  are  found  among  fa-- 
vage  nations,  and  yet  is  the  great  caufe  of  their  re^ 
maining  in  that  half  perfeded  ftate.  No  art  in  Hin- 
doftan  is  carried  to  the  fame  degree  of  perfection  as 
in  Europe,  except  fome  articles  in  which  the  cheap, 
nefs  of  labour  gives  them  an  advantage,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  fine  muflins  at  Dacca.  For  a  long  time  we  ] 
only  had  in  our  power  to  make  a  diredt  comparifon 
between  Europeans  and  Afiatics  in  the  art  of  war : 
and  hiftory  teftifies  how  miferably  deficient  the  latter 
have  alwas  proved  in  enterprifes  of  this  nature. 

It  is  but  a  few  years  fmce  the  cotton  manufaftory 
has  been  eftablifhed  in  Britain,  and  by  the  laft  re- 
ports I  have  perufed  on  this  fubject,  from  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  is  fet  forth,  that 
double  the  quantity  of  cotton  cloth,  which  the 
Company  imports  from  India,  is  manufactured  at 
fiome.     In  a  few  years  hence,  it  is  probable  that  all 
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'the  manufa£tured  produce  of  India  will  bear  hardly 
.any  proportion  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  even 

in  the  very  article  of  which  the  Hindoos  have  had 
I  the  exclufive  poffeffion  for  fo  many  ages,  and  in  the 
I  fame  fabric  which  they  were  deemed  the  only  people 

of  fufficient  ingenuity  to  execute. 

The  manufactures  of  Europe,  to  every  man  who 
is  unprejudiced,  will  certainly  appear  infinitely  fu- 
perior,  both  in  the  number  and  variety  of  articles, 
and  in  the  neatnefs  and  elegance  of  their  execution, 
to  thofe  even  of  China.  This,  at  lead,  is  certain, 
that  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
Britain  exports  more  of  its  manufadlured  produce 
than  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

It  may  be  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  divifion 
of  labour,  arifmg  from  the  feparate  cafls,  does  not 
perfect  manufaftures,  but  impedes  their  progrefs,  by 
precluding  the  choice  of  profeffions,  and  deftroying 
the  principle  of  emulation.  But  the  Hindoo  fuper- 
ftition  is  further  hoftile  to  the  comfort  of  fociety 
from  the  number  of  pilgrimages  and  rigid  penances 
which,  if  it  does  not  pofitively  enjoin,  it  certainly 
commends.  At  certain  feftivals,  vaft  crowds  of  the 
natives,  from  all  places  of  India,  refort  ^to  Jauger- 
naut,  and  other  Pagodas  of  extraordinary  fandity. 
The  diflance  of  thefe  journeys,  the  expence  of  fup- 
port,  and  the  time  confumed  by  them,  muit  prove 
extremely  burdenfome.  After  their  arrival,  the  at- 
tendance of  fuch  multitudes,  and  their  flruggles  to 
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obtain  admifTion,  coft  many  of  the  aged  and  feeble 
their  lives,  by  being  trodden  to  death  in  the  crowd: 
the  fame  of  fuperior  fanflity  is  all  that  thefe  deluded 
pilgrims  carry  home.  The  interefted  Brahmins,  un- 
der one  pious  pretence  or  another,  are  fure  to  de- 
prive them  of  all  the  money  in  their  pofleffion. 

Many  thoufands  of  people  are  employed  in  carry- 
ing water  from  Hurdwar  to  Juggernaut,  for  the  ufes 
of  that  temple.     It  is  there  fuppofed  to  be  peculiarly 
holy,   as  it  iffues  from  what    is  called    the    Cow's 
Mouth.     This  fuperftitious  notion  is  the  caufe  of  as 
much  loft  labour  as  would  long  fmce  have  converted 
the   largeft  province   of   Afia  into  a  garden.     The 
numbers  thus   employed  are  immenfe ;    they  travel 
with  two  flalks  of  the  water  flun?  over  the  fhoulder 
by  means  of  an  elaftic  piece  of  Bamboo.     The  fame 
quantity   which   employs   perhaps    fifteen   thoufand 
perfons,  might  eafily  be  carried  down  the  Ganges 
in  a  few  boats  annually.     Princes  and  families  of  dif- 
tindion  have  this  water  carried  to  them  in  ail  parts 
of  Hindoftan  ;  it  is  drank  at  feafts,  as  well  as  upon 
religious  occafions. 

The  fanaticifm  of  fome,  as  if  fuch  journies  were 
not  fufficiently  tedious  and  fatiguing,  when  perform- 
ed in  the  ufual  manner,  has  devifed  an  extraordi- 
nary method  of  enhancing  their  merit,  by  increafmg 
the  difficulty  of  performing  them.  Some  hundred 
miles  have  been  lately  travelled  by  a  zealous  devo- 
tee, who   proftrated   himfelf,  and   meafured   every 
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inch  of  the  ground  with  his  body,  as  he  advanced. 
Years  mufl  have  been  confumed,  by  this  deluded 
wretch,  in  profecuting  this  devout  imagination, 
which  can  only  tend  to  make  his  life  ufelefs,  and 
his  example  dangerous  to  fociety. 

The  utmoft  rigour  of  difclpline,  that  ecclefiallic 
power  ventured  to  impofe  in  the  darkeft  ages  of  pa- 
pal tyranny  in  Europe,  fall  far  fhort  of  the  degrading 
and  painful  mortifications  of  the  Afiatic  devotee. 
Some  remain  for  fo  many  years  in  one  poflure,  that 
they  become  incapable  of  ufmg  their  limbs :  fome 
keep  their  fifts  fhut  till  the  nails  penetrate  through 
the  back  of  the  hands  :  others  hold  their  arms  fuf- 
pended  above  the  head  till  they  become  flirivelled 
and  incapable  of  motion.  One  of  the  annual  cere- 
monies of  the  Hindoo  fuperft ition,  exhibits  thoufands 
all  over  India  fwung  in  a  rope,  by  means  of  a  hook 
paifed  through  the  mufcles  of  the  back.  Thus  the 
devotee,  exulting  amidfl  torture,  becaufe  applauded 
by  the  multitude,  pafies  hours  fufpended  by  a  lofty 
pole  to  the  height  of  forty  feet ;  and  is  fwung  round 
with  a  rapidity  which  terrifies  and  aflonifhes  the 
European  by  a  jufl  apprehenfion  that  the  mufcles 
may  give  way,  and  daih  the  infatuated  victim  to 
pieces. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  delufions  of  fuperllition, 
■nor  anv  bounds  to  the  cruelties  to  which  it  can  in- 

J 

ftigate  people  the  rnoft  gentle  and  timid,  with  which 
tiiflory  has   made   us   acquainted.     Some    are    pcr- 
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fuaded  to  regain  their  loft  rank  in  Ibciety,  by  preci- 
pitating themfelvcs  naked  from  a  great  heighi  upon 
fpikes  and  edged  weapons.  Others  pierce  their  fkin 
with  a  hot  iron  ;  in  fhort,  cruehies  too  horrid  for  re- 
cital, and  too  extravagant  to  obtain  belief,  are  daily 
provoking  your  pity  or  indignation,  amidft  a  people 
famed  for  humanity  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

One  part  of  the  religious  economy  of  this  people, 
regarding  their  conduct  towards  the  fick  and  dying, 
cannot  be  beheld  without  the  moft  melancholy  im- 
preffions.  When  a  fick  perfon's  life  is  defpaired  of, 
he  is  carried  by  his  relations  to  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  there,  expofed  to  the  ftorm,  or  the  intenfe  heat 
of  the  fun,  he  is  permitted,  or  rather  forced,  to  refign 
his  breath.  His  mouth,  nofe,  and  ears  are  clofely 
ftopped  with  the  mud  of  the  river  ;  large  velfels  of 
water  are  kept  pouring  upon  hiiti ;  and  it  is  amidft 
the  agonies  of  difeafe,  and  the  convulfive  ftruggles 
of  fuffocation,  that  the  miferable  Hindoo  bids  adieu 
to  his  relations,  and  to  his  prefeni  exiftence.  This  is 
called  Gungah  jatra ;  and  when  life  is  gone  the 
corpfe  is  burnt,  if  the  family  can  pay  the  expences, 
and  the  allies  are  thrown  into  the  river. 

DuRiN'G  the  months  of  September  and  0£tober, 
the  moft  fatal  feafon  of  the  year  to  the  natives  of 
Bengal,  you  cannot  pafs  along  the  river  without  be- 
ing annoyed  by  fuch  fcenes  of  fuperftition,  cruelty, 
and  horror.     If  the  perfon  carried  down  to  the  bank 

die,  according  to  expectation,  or  rather  yield  to  thofe 

pre^ 
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precautions  taken  to  fecure  his  death,  the  body,  to- 
gether with  the  cott  upon  which  it  Hes,  is  furrounded 
with  dried  wood,  and  thus  confumed  by  the  flames. 
The  afhes  are  then  fcattered  about  the  place,  and 
bathed  with  water.  This  lafl  ceremony  performed, 
the  attendants  retire  to  their  huts,  with  an  indifter- 
ence  that  feems  to  approach  to  infenfibility. 

In  cafes  of  extreme  poverty,  where  the  property  of 
the  deceafed  is  not  fufficient  to  procure  wood,  and 
fuch  cafes  are  common  in  Bengal,  the  body  is  com- 
mitted entire  to  the  ftream  immediately  after  death. 
Inconveniences  attend  this  practice,  of  a  nature  ftill 
more  ferious  than  the  impreiTions  of  melancholy  and 
difgufl,  v^hich  unavoidably  arife,  on  beholding  human 
carcafles  devoured  by  kites  and  vultures,  as  they  float 
along  upon  the  furface  of  the  water.  The  banks  of 
the  river  become  putrid  and  noxious  ;  their  exhala- 
tions propagate  difeafe  with  an  alarming  rapidity  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  populous  towns. 

For  fome  years  pafl,  the  city  of  Morefnedabad, 
and  the  adjoining  villages  of  Calcapore,  and  Coflim- 
bazar,  have  been  threatened  with  devallation,  by  the 
univerfality  of  difeafes  at  the  feafon  already  men- 
tioned. ProfelTional  men  have  imputed  this  in  part 
to  the  impurity  of  the  river,  and  the  putridity  of  its 
banks,  contra6ted  by  the  depofition  of  fo  many  hu- 
man carcafes,  and  impure  matters  as  could  not  be 
carried  away  by  the  ftrength  of  the  ftream. 

SECT. 


SECT.  XIII. 


THE  EFFECTS  OF  THIS  SYS  rEM  ON  THE  KNOWLEDGE 
AND  VIRTUE  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 


Calcutta,  yan.  1798. 

The  pernicious  conlequences  refulting  from  the  Hin- 
doo fyftem  to  morals,  have  been  as  yet  but  partly  ex- 
plained. Of  the  ceremonies  of  their  religion  fome 
are  fhewy,  many  abfurd,  and  not  a  few  indecent. 
Their  temples,  in  fome  places,  are  richly  endowed, 
and  maintain  a  numerous  body  of  priefls  *  and  wo- 
men confecrated  to  their  fervice.  The  latter  are  taught 
to  fmg  and  dance  at  the  public  feftivals,  in  honour 
of  the  ^ods.  The  voluptuous  indolence  in  which 
they  are  deflined  to  fpend  their  lives,  renders  them 
totally  ufelefs  to  fociety ;  while  the  indecency  of  their 
geflures,  and  levity  of  manners,  give  room  to  fufpedl 
that  they  injure  it  by  their  example ;  and  that  their 

fer- 

*  One  temple  in  the  Decan  formerly  maintained  forty 
thoufand ;  or  more  than  double  the  number  contained  in  the 
whole  European  empire  of  Great- Britain. 
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fervices  are  oftener  devoted  to  the  priefts,  than  the 
deities  to  whom  they  are  confecrated.     Their  tem- 
ples themfelves  contain  images  of  creative  power,  and 
of  fecundity  too  grofs  for  defcription.     Similar  re- 
prefentations  are  alfo  difplayed  by  their  images,  that 
are  drawn  through  the  flreets,  amidft  the  dancing, 
noife  and  acclamations  of  the  multitude.     The  Ruth 
Jatra,  or  riding  of  the  Gods,  is  at  once  cruel  and 
indecent ;  their  carriage,  of  immenfe  weight  and  fize, 
is  fupported  on  fixteen  wheels,  and  drawn  along  by 
thoufands  of  fanatics,  many  of  whom  fall  down  be- 
low its  wheels,  and  are  inflantly,  as  they  believe,  in 
poflefTion  of  a  bleffed  immortality.     Though  it,  per- 
haps, would  be  wrong  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  reprefen- 
tations  convey  the  fame  grofs  and  indelicate  concep- 
tions to  the  mxinds  of  the  natives,  that  they  mud  do 
to  thofe  of  Europeans,  there  can  hardly  remain  a 
doubt  that  they  affect  the  purity  of  their  morals.     A 
Roman  would  certainly  return  to  mix  in  fociety, 
with  no  advantage  to  his  morals,  after  celebrating 
the  orgies  of  Bacchus,  or  the  impure  ceremonies  of 
the  Bona  Dea  :  neither  can  an  Hindoo  enter  his  fa- 
mily with  any  refined  notions  of  continence  and  felf- 
denial,  after  beholding  the  lafcivious  geftures  of  the 
women,  and  the  indecent  attitudes  of  the  images  he 
has  been  worfhipping.     To  affirm  this  w^ould  be  to 
alTert,  that  our  minds  are  neither  aflefted  with  what 
we  fee,  nor  what  we  do.     The  MufTulmans  are  ad- 
dicted to  every  fpecies  of  indulgence  and  debauchery, 
in  a  remarkable  deorree  :  and  if  the  Hindoos  are  not 
equally  fo,  it  is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  their  early 
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marriages,  and  number  of  their  wives,  which  offers 
them  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  or  extinguifhing 
their  pallions  as  foon  as  they  arife.  To  their  excef- 1 
five  indulgence  in  certain  gratifications,  may  proba- , 
bly  be  imputed  that  early  decay,  and  premature  old 
age  fo  remarkable  in  both  fexes;  but  more  efpecially 
in  the  females.  A  woman  at  twenty-five,  in  this 
country,  commonly  difplays  grey  hairs,  with  all  that 
fhrivelled  appearance  of  age  and  decay,  which  in 
Europe  feldom  overtakes  the  fex,  before  they  have 
witnefTed  the  lapfe  of  half  a  century. 

The  Hindoo  fuperflition  makes  no  provifion  for 
the  inllruftion  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  The 
vedahs,  pouranahs,  and  other  facred  books  contain, 
it  is  faid,  a  copious  fyflem  of  the  moft  unexceptionable 
morality:  and  from  the  fpecimens  already  tranflated, 
this  mufl  in  part  be  admitted.  But  the  canonical 
books  of  the  Hindoos,  have  always  been  regarded 
as  a  bequeft  too  facred  to  be  committed  to  vulgar 
hands.  To  the  far  greater  part  of  fociety  they  are 
ftriclly  forbidden,  and  are  doomed  to  remain,  in  the 
moft  emphatic  fenfe,  a  dead  letter. 

In  the  prefent  condition  of  the  natives  of  Hindof- 
tan,  this  is  a  matter  of  fmall  importance  ;  becaufe  a 
few  individuals  only  of  the  common  people,  are 
taught  more  than  to  read  and  write  ;  and  of  the 
number  that  have  made  thefe  attainments,  hardly 
any  have  made  fuflBcient  progrefs  to  qualify  them  to 
derive  information  from  a  book.    Nothing  can  equal 

3  the 
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the  ic^norance  of  the  grett  body  of  the  people,  on 
every  fubjeft  relating  to  religion,  morals  or  hterature. 
Few  of  them  can  explain  the  genealogy,  or  attributes 
afcribed  to  their  deities :  they  do  not  underftand  the 
meaning  of  the  cermonies  they  attend  ;  and  the  na- 
j  ture  and  obligations  of  their  duty,  they  may  ob- 
fcurely  feel^  but  are  wholly  incapable  to  defcribe*. 

The  inconvenience  of  ignorance,  fo  grofs  and  uni- 
verfai,  is  too  obvious  to  require  elucidation.     It  ren- 
ders the  mafs  of  the  people  not  only  dupes  to  the  ar- 
I  tifices  of  prieftcraft,  but  fubjeds  them  to  the  impo- 
,  fitions  of  every  charlatan  who  pretends  to  (kill  in  any 
art  or  fcience  whatever.     The  charms,  incantations, 
and  exorcifmsf  that  here  make  a  part  of  the  medical 
!  art  clearly  fliew,  that  the  grofieft  impofitions,  in  other 
matters  as  well  as  religion,  may  be  turned  to  account, 
among  an  uninformed  multitude. 

I      The  great  fuperiority  of  the   European   nations 

'  over  the  Afiatics  in  arts,  arms,  and  induftry,  as  well 

I  as  knowledge,  arifes  in  a  more  confiderable  degree, 

'  than  what  is    commonly   acknowledged,   from   the 

j  public  provifion  that  is  made  by  the  former,  for  the 

inftruclion  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.     The 

multitude  who  have  few  fources  of  information,  de- 

nve  no  fmall  advantage  from  their  ftated  meetings, 

H  for 

*  The  number  of  deities  is  thirty-three  crore  ;  this  may  ac« 
•  ount  for  their  being  but  partly  known. 

f  A  celebrated  Tank  near  Benares  is  reforted  to  by  many 
om  a  belief  that  it  cures  all  fuch  as  are  pofiefTed  with  devih* 
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for  religious  piirpof^s,  where  their  various  duties  ara 
explained,  and  infbrced.  A  fenfe  of  his  duty  and  in^ 
tereft,  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  importance,  is  claimed 
by  every  Briton  as  a  fort  of  prerogative  which  he 
watches  v/ith  equal  jealoufy  and  pride  ;  the  Hindoo 
has  hardly  any  fuch  conceptions  j  or  they  give  him 
but  fmall  concern.  Hence  a  confcioufnefs  of  infe- 
riority continually  haunts  him  ;  he  obeys  with  a 
promptitude,  that  feems  rather  the  diftate  of  nature, 
than  the  refult  of  reflection.  In  moft  of  the  manu- 
factures conduced  by  a  European,  this  difpofition  of 
the  natives  is  iiluftrated  every  day  :  while  performing 
the  work  which  they  and  their  anceftors  have  con- 
duced for  ages,  they  receive  the  directions  of  the 
European  fuperintendant,  as  if  dictated  by  infpira- 
tion ;  although  he  may,  perhaps,  have  only  the  ex- 
perience of  a  few  months.  The  diffidence  of  the 
feapoy  is  equaily  remarkable  ;  and  it  is,  perhaps,  the 
greateft  blemifii  in  his  profeffional  character.  On  the 
day  of  battle,  when  led  on  by  his  European  officer, 
he  is  diftinguiffied  by  fteadinefs  and  bravery,  but  he 
flies  if  he  behold  him  fall  ;  though  there  be  greater 
danger  in  tlie  retreat  than  in  the  battle. 

Thus  has  the  ignorance  of  the  great  body  of  the 
natives  of  India  ffiaded  their  character  with  a  diffi- 
dence and  timidity,  which  has  not  only  rendered 
them  the  Haves  of  their  own  monarchs  or  foreigners 
in  every  age,  but  has  degraded  them  in  fome  mea- 
fure  to  an  inferior  rank  among  human  beings.  From 
this  condition  which  has  fo  often  called  forth  the  con- 
tempt. 


i 


INDIAN  RECREATIONS.'  115 

lempt  of  the  brave,  and  the  compaffion  of  the  wife, 
you  in  vain  endeavour  to  raife  them,  while  their  in- 
tellects are  chained  down  by  the  inultipHed  fetters  of 
their  degrading  fuperftition. 

The  higher  orders  of  the  Brahmins,  whofe  duty  it 
is  to  undertake  this  work,  and  who  are  perhaps  alone 
i^ible  to  effe6l  it,  are  the  lead  likely  to  make  any  fuch 
(attempt.  While  their  own  minds  are  comparatively 
tnlightened  by  a  pure  fyflem  of  natural  religion,  and 
jail  thofe  precepts  of  duty  which  cultivated  realon 
jteaches  ;  they  "  detain  the  truth  in  unrighteoufneis'* 
jand  commit  the  people  to  be  guided  by  grolfer  /yf- 
tems  of  fuperftition  and  error.  As  if  warned  by  the 
conduct  of  European  nations,  that  the  diifemination 
of  truth  would  tend  to  diminifli  their  own  impor- 
tance and  wealth,  they  feem  to  labour  for  the  pre- 
|fervation  of  fuperftition  and  ignorance  with  the  fame 
[anxiety,  which,  if  more  honeft'men,  they  would  dif- 
cover  for  its  deftruclion.  With  an  interefted  fore- 
fight  they  feem  to  have  anticipated  the  alternative : 
jand  have  determined  to  reign  among  uninformed  de- 
Ipendents,  rather  than  afTociate  on  more  equal  terms 

Iwith  refpeftable  men. 

I 

Hence  the  fteady  countenance  they  give  'v:k  public 
to  do6lrines  which  they  furely  diftDelieve  ;  and  hence 
the  gravity  with  which  they  prefide  at  ceremonies 
which  they  inwardly  defpife.  All  that  has  been  al- 
iedged  by  Mr  Gibbon  againft  the  fmcerity  of  Csefar 
'T  Cicero,  when,  as  priefts,  they  officiated  at  the  ab- 

H  2  furcX 
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furd  formalities  of  thxiir  fuperilition  before  the  Ro-- 
man  multitude,  is  icfs  than  the  truth  if  applied  to  the 
Brahmin?.  To  them,  the  wild  fi(9:ions  of  their  theo- 
logical fyftem  appear  all  equally  falfe  ;  while  on  the 
part  of  the  people  they  are  all  embraced  with  the  mofl 
implicit  belief'*. 

TfiERE  is  not  in  India  as  in  Europe  any  clafs  of 
men  capable  of  detecting  the  encroachments  of  prieft--' 
craft,  or  of  fifting  the  bafer  materials  by  which  fome- 
times  it  contaminates  truth.  Mere  all  have  at  leaft 
the  grace  of  faith  :  none  pretend  to  difpute  doftrines; 
incomprchenfibl:e  from  iiudied  obfcurity,  or  unaf- 
certainable  from  their  ambiguity  and  folly.  In  this 
country,  therefore,  there  may  be  a  difference  in  ce- 
remonies, and  pradical  obfervances ;  but  there  are 
no  feciaries  from  Gontrariety  of  opinion  t». 

Those  polemical  difputes  in  religion  and  politics, 
which  in  Europe  fometimes  difturb  foclety,  _  but 
which  always  awaken  curiofity,  and  invigorate  the 
powers  of  intellect,  are  unheard  of  in  India  :  the 
Hindoo  fhelters  himfelf  from  fuch  turm^oils  in  tota 
apathy,  or  liUleffnefs  of  thought,  more  refemblin^ 

the 

*  From  early  prtjudice,  authority  and  example,  it  is  pofll^ 
blc,  that  even  the  learned  Brahmins  may  believe  in  their  fyf- 
tem, farther  than  to  a  European  may  fcem  compatible  with  it& 
abfurdity.  , 

-j-  The  inhabitants  are  divided  into  two  great  feds  with  dif- 
ferent external  marks,  but  their  opinions  are  fo  vague,  that  thofe 
©f  one  perfon  never  clafh  with  the  tenets  of  another. 
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ilillnefs  of  the  grave  or  annihilation  itfelf,  than  thz 
common  efforts  of  a  rational  being. 

If  I  have  in  any  degree  been  fitcceftful  in  this 
iketch  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  before  you,  of  the 
I  effects  of  fuperftilion  upon  the  morals  and  condition 
of  this  people,  you  will  be  able  to  form  ail  opinion 
of  the  fmall  quantity  of  intellectual  furniture  with 
which  their  minds  are  ftored:  lliould  vou  at  the  fan;e 
time  recal  to  your  memory  .the  iimplicity  of  their 
'  drefs,  or  rather  the  nakednefs  of  their  bodies,  you 
will,  no  doubt,  perceive  abundant  rocin  for  iraprove- 
I  ment  in  the  moral  and  religious  flate  of  many  millions 
of  our  fellow  fubjetts  in  India,  as  v/eil^as  for  advanc- 
ing their  external  circumflances.  The  learned  Dr  Ro- 
bertfon  has  travelled  partly  over  the  fame  ground, 
but  with  a  different  view,  and  he  may  have  impreffcd 
you  with  different  fentiment§.  The  defcription  he 
lias  given  of  the  early  progrefs  made  by  the  Hindoos 
is  extremely  accurate,  and  guarded  in  its  affertions. 
If  applied  to  the  higher  orders  of  the  Brahmins  or 
the  princes  of  Hindoftan  it  is  flri&ly  jull  ;  but  no- 
thing can  be  more  erroneous  than  its  application  to 
the  bulk  of  the  pc'^j^le,  whom  the  foregoing  fine- 
tures  are  meant  to  defcribe. 

The  fciences  of  India,  and  all  the  more  liberal  arls, 

are  at  prefent,  and  always  have  been,  confined  to  the 

reat  and  learned  alone.    The  moral  and  theolofrical 

o 

l:nowledge  poffeffed  by  a  few  in  the  higher  ranks,  for 
miuiy  agcs^  is  as  completely  beyond  the  reach  of  the 

II  'o  common 
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common  people  as  if  it  did  not  exift  :  of  confequence 
it  muft  prove  of  little  fervice  in  promoting  their  in- 
terefts.  The  fame  thing  may  be  affirmed  of  every 
branch  of  knowledge  :  the  portion  pofleffed  by  nine- 
teen of  twenty  of  the  whole  community,  is  compara^ 
lively  nothing.  To  the  power  of  habit  and  the  influ- 
ence of  cuftom  alone,  they  are  configned  for  the  di- 
rection of  themfelves  :  reafon,  inert  and  feeble  as  in; 
them  it  muft  prove,  has  little  fhare  in  what  we  juftly 
regard  as  its  peculiar  province. 

In  fuch  circumflances,  certainly  no  people  can  be 
more  entitled  to  indulgence  towards  their  weaknefTes 
and  errors  ;  and  there  is  certainly  none  who  have 
flronger  claims  upon  our  fympathy  and  tendernefs, 
Britons  now  occupy  the  places  of  their  native  princes, 
and  the  bleffings  of  proteftion,  inftruftion,  and  en- 
couragement in  virtue,  which  there  are  too  frequent- 
ly withheld,  providence  has  impofed  upon  us  as  a  fai- 
red duty  to  beflow. 


■^ECl'. 
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THE  HINDOO  SYSTEM  AS  IT  AFFECTS  SOCIAI,  INTER- 

COURSE. 


''Cdicufta,  Bee.  1798. 

J.  HE  reparation  of  mankind  into  clafles  fo  widely 
diftinguiflied  as  to  admit  of  hardly  any  intercourfe, 
or  commmiication,  tends  manifeftly  to  hurt  their  in- 
terefl,  by  exciting  mifocial  and  difcordant  paiTions  : 
envy  of  their  fuperiors,  among  the  poor  ;  contempt 
and  averfion  to  the  lower  orders,  among  the  wealthy 
and  great.  A  Hindoo,  of  the  higher  orders,  cannot 
contraft  an  alliance  by  marriage  with  any  inferior 
clafs  to  his  own.  The  four  great  divifions  of  rank 
known  in  Europe,  are  fub-divided  into  a  variety  of 
fubordinate  diltinttions,  which,  however  impercep- 
tible by  us,  are  adhered  to  by  the  natives  with  all  the 
obflinacy  of  pride,  and  the  antipathy  of  prejudice. 

Two  families,  to  us  apparently  of  exadly  the  fame' 
rank^  when  about  to  intermarry,  often  find  much  dif- 

H  4  ficulty 
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^culty  in  furmounting  their  mutual  prejudices,  cveci  ' 
where  no  law  interpofes  its  prohibition.  The  punilh- 
ment  of  lofing  cad  which  correfponds  to  excommu- 
nication with  us,  is  infinitely  more  dreadful  in  its 
effefts  than  it  was  in  the  dark  ages  in  Europe.  It  no 
doubt  is  a  flrong  check  upon  the  conduct :  to  render 
it  a  falutary  one  it  Ihould  only  be  made  the  punifh- 
ment  of  immorality.  This,  however,  is  by  no  means 
the  cafe :  fmce  a  Hindoo,  of  the  mod  abandoned 
. character,  may  retain  his  rank  ;  while  an  honeft  man, 
by  touching  impure  food,  or  by  fome  trivial  delin- 
.jquency,  will  be  degraded,  and  perhaps  forfeit  all 
countenance  of  fociety.  Morality,  the  offspring  of 
religion,  is  here  feparated  from  it ;  and  deemed  en- 
tirelv  unconnected  with  a  fubied  of  which  it  con- 
ftitutes  fo  elfential  a  part. 

The  parties  themfelves  are  betrothed  during  their 
infancy,  and  the  bufinefs  is,  without  their  confent, 
concluded  by  the  parents  with  great  folemnity.  A 
perfon  verfant  in  their  family  genealogy,  is  employed 
by  the  parents  on  both  fides ;  frequent  meetings  of 
the  relation  are  called,  when  the  rank  and  m.erits  of 
each  family,  are  fully  difculTed  by  thefe  genealogifts. 
After  thefe  important  preliminaries  are  adjufted,  an 
elegant  feaft  is  provided,  and  the  agreement  is  finally 
ratified ;  though  the  parties  are  allowed  no  intercourfe 
"whatever  till  the  age  of  puberty.  Symptoms  of  that 
ilate  no  fooner  are  difccvered  in  the  female,  than  the 
ficncluding   ceremony  and    feafl,    correfponding  to 

T;h^> 
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»a'hat  the  Romans  termed  the  dedu^io  donium  is  ob- 
ferved,  and  the  marriage  is  cotapleted. 

These  ceremonies  can  only  happen  when  the 
parties  are  of  the  fame  rank  :  when  it  is  otherwife, 
an  alliance  would  render  a  Hindoo  not  only  deteft- 
able  to  himfelf,  but  he  and  all  his  poilerity  would 
be  for  ever  debarred  from  all  fociety.  To  fit  down 
at  a  meal,  with  an  inferior  call,  would  be  attended 
with  the  fame  ferious  confequences  :  fo  inveterate  and 
infurmountable  is  \his  prejudice,  that  a  naked  Hindoo 
of  any  rank  would  deem  himfelf  execrably  polluted 
were  the  firfl  monarch  in  Europe  to  approach  him 
at  the  time  of  his  eating.  While  dinner  is  prepar- 
ing, and  during  eating,  a  fmall  circle  is  drawn  round 
the  company,  which  an  European,  if  he  pafs,  infalli- 
bly defiles  the  meal :  it  is  thrown  to  the  dogs,  and 
other  victuals  provided,  though  a  fingle  ana  be  all 
the  treafure  of  the  family. 

In  fo  far  as  this  fuperflition  tends  to  efcrange  man- 
kind, by  creating  artificial  fources  of  mutual  averfion 
and  difguft ;  fo  far  certainly  does  it  counteraft  the 
real  intereRs  of  fociety.  A  true  or  an  ufeful  fyftem 
would  inculcate  humanity  and  mutual  love.  So  far 
from  inculcating  that,  there  is  a  wide  and  impaffable 
diftance  between  individuals  of  the  fam.e  fpecies  :  it 
would  teach  that  they  are  equal,  at  leafl  in  the  fight 
of  the  great  parent  of  mankind,  and  that  they  ought 
IQ  cherifh    fentlments  fuitable  to  their  fituation  as 

members 
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members  of  one  univerfal  family.  The  Chriftian 
fyftem  offers  a  remarkable  and  pointed  contraft  to 
the  dodrine  of  the  Brahmins,  in  this  particular ; 
and  its  effeds  at  firft,  in  fome  degree,  correfpond : 
for  we  are  told  that  "  the  multitude  of  them  that 
believed"  were  not  divided  into  different  claifes,  that 
difdained  all  intercourfe,  and  abhorred  each  other, 
but  "  were  of  one  heart,  of  one  mind,  and  of  one 
foul."  Let  it  not  be  urged  that  the  practical  effeds 
of  this  artificial  feparation  of  the  Afiatics,  are  not 
greatly  felt  in  fociety,  or  that  a  Brahmin  or  Rajah 
y/ill  as  readily  fupply  the  wants  of  the  poorer  claifes 
as  he  would  thofe  of  his  own.  The  fa£t  is  other- 
wife  ;  the  Brahmin  confiders  his  order,  as,  in  fomc 
meafure,  a  different  race  of  beings ;  and  imagines 
that  the  lower  ranks  are  incapable  of  the  fame  fenfi- 
bility  to  fuffering  :  he  regards  them  as  a  race  whofe 
feelings  are  deadened  by  the  meannefs  of  their  in- 
telled,  and  therefore  not  entitled  to  the  fame  fhare 
^of  com.pafTion. 

That  this  is  the  idea  of  the  princes  and  civil  ma- 
giftrates  throughout  India,  their  own  conduct  fuffi- 
1  iently  evinces  :  hence  the  feverity  of  .their  govern- 
ment, the  rigor  of  their  punifliments,  and  their  uni- 
verfal indifference  to  the  comfort,  and  even  the  lives 
of  thdr  fubjeds. 

The  averfions  created  among  the  Hindoos  by 
their  fuperitition,  are  not  confined  merely  to  fuch  as 
Leipng  to  the  different  cafls.     It  pervades  the  whole 

compafs 
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compafs  of  fociety ;  and  is  equally  obfervable  in  all 
the  different  fub-divifions  of  the  fame  general  clafs. 
The  perfons  employed  by  Europeans  as  bearers, 
have  equal  antipathy  to  the  other  fets  in  the  fame 
profeffion  as  if  they  held  their  ftadons  in  the  oppo- 
fite  extremes  of  fociety.  The  Ooria  Balafore  bearers 
will  not  ferve  in  the  company  of  fuch  as  come  from 
Patna.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  with  other  diflri£ls  ;  as 
often  as  their  inhabitants  meet  each  other,  upon  the 
fame  fervice,  and  apparently  on  the  fame  footing, 
they  do  not  eat,  fleep,  or  affociate  together.  The 
confcquences  of  this  are  obvioufly  inconvenient,  both 
to  themfclves  and  to  Europeans. 

Such  diftinftions  lead  not  only  to  a  Ihynefs  and 
averfion  in  the  intercourfe  of  fociety  ;  but  they  are 
apparently  the  caufe  of  many  quarrels  and  animo- 
fities.  The  timidity  and  gentlenefs  of  the  Hindoo 
•may,  in  general,  prevent  his  fighting,  boxing,  or 
fhedding  of  blood  ;  but  it  by  no  means  reflrains  him 
from  fcolding  and  upbraiding  his  neighbours.  In 
this  refpeft  they  are  the  moft  litigious  and  quarrel- 
fomc  of  all  men.  Have  two  perfons  a  mifunder- 
ftanding,  let  them  meet  in  the  ftreet,  and  they  will 
upbraid  each  other  for  an  hour  together  with  every 
foul  epithet  of  abufe  which  their  imagination  ean  fug- 
ged, or  their  language  fupply.  A  fev/  natives  en- 
gaged in  one  of  thefe  bickerings  difplay  a  furious  gef- 
liculation  ;  a  volubility  of  words  ;  and  coarfenefs  of 
expreffion,  which  leave  the  eloquence  of  Bilingfgate 
far  behind.     Their  quarrels  do  not  amount  perhaps 

to 
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to  a  pofitive  breach  of  the  peace ;  being  generally 
unaccompanied  with  violence  ;  yet,  as  they  are  ex- 
tremely frequent,  they  are  a  confiderable  annoyance 
to  fociety  ;  for  they  add  to  the  afperity  of  human 
life,  and  (Irengthen  the  malevolent  paflions. 

Accordingly,  it  is  found  that  private  charity  is 
by  no  means  the  bright  part  of  a  Hindoo's  charac- 
ter :  religious  perfons,  or  thofe  who  aflume  that  cha- 
racter, certainly  are  liberally  fupplied  ;  but  this  mufl 
be  the  offspring  of  fuperftition  rather  than  the  dic- 
tate of  humanity.  On  fome  particular  occafions,  I 
fuch  as  opening  a  new  Serai,  moil  extenfive  charities 
are  diftributed  to  the  multitude  which  is  invited 
there.  But  this  is  mere  oftentation :  neither  in  its 
principles  nor  its  effeds  does  it  come  up  to  the  ra- 
tional idea  of  charity.  The  neceffitous  poor  are 
more  happily  directed  for  relief  to  the  door  of  an 
European,  than  to  their  brethren  in  the  faith.  Pa- 
.godas  indeed  are  raifed.  Choultries  built,  and  on 
great  occafions  thoufands  are  fed  by  a  wealthy  na- 
tive ;  but  all  this  may  be  done  in  compliance  with 
the  interefled  advice  of  the  Brahmins,  or  to  gratify 
oftentation  :  and  we  ought  not  to  confound  what  is 
extorted  by  the  fears  of  fuperftition,  or  v/hat  is -la- 
vifhed  by  vanity,  with  the  charitable  benefactions 
dictated  by  a  found  underftanding  and  a  benevolent 
heart. 

Another   circumftance,  in  v%rhich  the  religious 
fyftem.of  this  people  is  prejudicial  to  induftry  and 

moral 
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moral  virtue,  and  confequently  to  the  happinefs  of 
fociety,  is  the  multitude  of  ceremonious  rites  and 
trifling  obfervances  by  which  it  occupies  the  mind : 
thus  withdrawing  the  attention  from  the  neceffity  of 
pradifmg  re<Slitude,  and  preferving  integrity  of  heart. 
In  almoft  every  as^ion  of  his  life,  the  Hindoo  is  under 
the  immediate  influence  of  his  fuperftition  :  his  prayers 
are  offerings  to  his  gods  ;  his  purifications  and  abfo- 
lutions  in  the  river ;  his  drefling  and  eating  his 
victuals ;  the  objects  which  he  touches  ;  the  com- 
panions with  whom  he  alTociates,  are  to  him  all  inti- 
mately and  equally  connected  with  rdigion,  and  the 
everlafting  welfare  of  his  foul.  If  there  is  any  part 
of  his  condudl  with  which  his  religious  ideas  have  no 
concern,  it  is  his  moral  character.  In  "  doing  juflly," 
or  "  loving  mercy,'*  he  is  apparently  left  to  ad:  as 
he  pleafes  :  but  if  in  the  mod  trivial  action  he  violate 
the  rites  of  his  fuperftition,  he  is,  in  this  life,  de- 
prived of  all  the  comforts  of  fociety,  and  in  the  next, 
condemned  to  animate  the  body  of  fome  noifome 
reptile  or  contemptible  animal. 

This  defect  In  the  Hindoo  fyftem,  is  common  to  it 
with  evei-y  religion  devifed  by  man.  An  offended 
confcience,  or  a  terrified  imagination,  are  uneafy 
companions  ^  and  mankind  have  ever  been  eager  to 
embrace  the  eafieft  and  cheapeft  means  of  appeafing 
them.  "Whenever  it  has  been  given  out  to  the  ig- 
norant, that  the  favour  of  Heaven  may  be  attained, 
by  genuflexions,  prayers,  ablutions,  or  any  cere- 
mony, they  invariably  have  embraced  them^     To  ex- 
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ercife  conti'ition  for  offences,  to  break  off  from  ini-. 
quity  by  repentance,  to  corr'ed:  the  whole  life  and 
converfation,  and  ileadily  to  perfevere  in  virtue,  is  a 
painful  and  difficult  taik  even  to  the  mod  perfect : 
by  the  far  greater  part  this  is  abandoned,  as  an  un- 
attainable object.  Hence  a  fabric  of  fuperftitlous" 
rites  is  conflrufted,  as  compenfation  to  the  deities 
for  the  violation  of  their  laws. 

According  to  the  number  of  thefe  rites,  and 
flriftnefs  with  which  they  are  obferved,  the  rules  of 
virtue,  and  the  neceffity  of  moral  reftitude,  are  re- 
garded as  more  or  lefs  indifpenfable.  The  antiquity 
of  the  Hindoo  fuperflition  has  conferred  upon  it  a 
degree  of  maturity  which  has  never  been  attained  by 
any  other  falfe  fyllem.  Its  rites  and  ceremonies  are 
more  numerous  beyond  all  comparifon :  they  enter 
into  eveiy  department  of  fociety,  and  influence  the 
whole  of  its  manners.  The  Hindoo,  therefore,  may 
reft  his  prefent  comfort  and  future  happinefs  upon 
the  obfervance  of  its  rites,  with  more  plaufibility,  if 
not  with  more  confidence,  than  the  other  heathen 
nations,  who  have  eftablifhed  lefs  complex  fyftems  of 
fuperftition.  I  will  not  venture  to  affert  that  the 
lives  of  the  natives  are  vicious  and  abandoned  in  a 
degree  proportioned  to  the  melancholy  extent  of 
their  fuperftitlous  fyftem :  but  thofe  concerned  in  the 
police  eftabliftiment  of  Bengal  well  know  the  fre- 
quency of  fraud,  robberv,  theft,  and  litigation. 


In 
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In  Europe,  the  peace  officers  are  fufficlent  in  num- 
ber and  flrength  to  apprehend  delinquents  ;  whereas 
in  this  country,  the  whole  of  the  febundy  corps,  a 
numerous  eftablifhment,  with  the  whole  train  of 
peons,  goraits  and  corabadars,  are  inadequate  to  this 
purpofe.  Many  regiments  of  native  infantry  are 
Rationed  in  diflrifts  where  the  repreffing  numerous 
bands  of  marauders,  or  apprehending  thieves,  is  the 
whole  duty  they  perform. 

What  is  remarkable  here,  becaufe  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prefent  object  of  our  enquiries  is, 
that  the  devotees  or  profeflbrs  of  religion,  are  them- 
felves  by  far  the  mofl  numerous  and  dangerous  rob- 
bers in  the  upper  parts  of  India.  The  fakeers,  in- 
llead  of  being  the  inftruftors  of  fociety,  are  its  greateft 
pefls  and  depredators.  It  is  neither  knowledge  nor 
virtue,  but  idlenefs,  theft,  and  rapine,  that  are  the 
leflbns  to  be  derived  from  their  prefence  and  exam- 
ple. They  wander  from  the  hilly  country  over  every 
province,  and  are  far  more  daring  in  their  outrages 
than  the  natives  of  Bengal. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore.  It  may  be  fairly  con- 
cluded, that  the  immenfe  fabric  of  fuperftition  ella- 
bliihed  by  the  Brahmins  contributes  little  or  nothing, 
either  to  encourage  or  fupport  the  virtue  of  its  adher- 
ents ;  and  that  it  may  be  jullly  apprehended,  that  not 
a  few  of  that  multitude  of  frivolous  rites,  have  a  di- 
redly  oppofite  tendency. 

2  SECT- 


SECT.  XV. 


DOMESTIC  SLAVERY  AMONG  THE  inNDOOS'. 


Calcutta,  Dec.  1798. 

The  Hindoo  juiifprudence,  though  celebrated  for 
humanity,  pays  but  fmall  regard  to  the  natural  rights 
of  man  :  it  eftabhfhes  a  fyftem  of  flavery  more  com- 
plex than  any  yet  recorded  in  hiftory.  The  pre- 
rogatives of  the  magiftrate,  fortified  as  they  are 
on  every  fide,  leave  no  room  for  national  or  poh- 
tical  freedom.  Pure  defpotifm,  under  the  veil  of 
Theocracy,  has  ever  been  the  only  government  in 
Hindoftan. 

Domestic  flavery  has  always  been  admitted  here, 
as  it  was  formerly  in  Europe ;  but  a  numerous  clafs, 
like  the  Sodera,  doomed  to  fervility,  though  not 
actually  bought  and  fold,  is  a  fmgularity  in  the  jurif- 
prudence  of  India.  This  clafs  may  be  compelled  to 
ferve  a  Brahmin  of  the  fuperior  ranks,  even  though 
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fie  has  not  purchafed  him.  The  Brahmin,  however, 
is  not,  even  in  the  cafe  of  extreme  poverty,  allowed 
to  ferve  for  a  fubfiftence,  a  man  in  the  higheft  rank :  * 
what  is  alfo  fmgular,  the  Sodera  pays  a  greater  m- 
tereft  for  money  borrowed  than  any  other  perfon.  f 
The  fon  of  a  Soderas  wife  inherits  only  a  fomth 
{hare  of  the  other  fons ;  and  every  delinquency  of 
this  degraded  clafs  is  punifhed  more  feverely  than 
the  reft  :  while  offences  againft  it  are  checked  by 
flighter  penalties.  In  other  countries  it  is  the  aim  of 
legiflation  to  proportion  punifliment  to  crimes :  here 
they  deal  it  out  according  to  the  rank,  rather  than 
the  demerit  of  offenders.  Hence  the  criminal  code 
of  this  country,  as  adminiftered  by  the  natives,  has 
become  as  complicated  in  detail,  as  its  principles  are 
iniquitous. 

Before  we  reach  thofe  claffes  that  are  in  abfolute 
flavery,  there  are  intermediate  degrees  of  fervitude, 
correfponding  to  fervants  and  apprentices  in  Europe. 
A  ftudent  while  learning  the  fciences,  performs  fer- 
I  vice  for  his  teacher;  and  whatever  gain  he  may  ac- 
quire during  his  ftudy,  becomes  the  property  of  his 
teacher.  Apprentices  to  the  different  arts  are  nearly 
on  the  fame  footing  with  fludents  ;  only  their  aban- 

Vol.  I.  I  doning 

*  Menu,  chap.  9,  v.  153. 

f  Hindoo  Laws:  the  Brahmin  pays  lead;  the  Chatree,  and 
the  other  tribes  more  ;  the  interefl  rifmg  in  proportion  to  the  de» 
gradation  of  the  borrower^ 
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doning  the  mafLcr  without  fault  is  punifhed  with 
baniiliment.  The  duties  required  £i-om  thcfe  perfons 
do  not  extend  to  certain  undue  fervices,  which  here 
have  not  only  a  degree  of  meannefs  attached  to 
them,  but  infer  degradation,  if  performed  by  any 
GtlijDr  than  a  fiave,  or  one  of  the  loweft  clafs  *. 
Their  duties  feem  to  correfpond  with  the  obfcquium 
and  revercnUa^  which  the  Roman  law  exacted  from 
the  clients  of  a  great  man  to  their  fuperior  \. 

Another  fpecies  of  fervitude  feems  to  refemble 
i^ViS.  villanage  of  the  feudal  fyftem  in  Europe.  When 
a  perfon,  fays  the  law,  peoples  and  cultivates  the 
land  of  another  man,  takes  a  part  of  the  crop,  by 
way  of  wages  ;  or  breeding  cattle,  takes  milk,  or  a 
part  of  the  cattle,  that  fervitude  is  called  Bhook 
Bherut  \.  The  celebrated  Magna  Charta  v/hich  has 
by  many  been  deemed  a  corner  ftone  in  the  edifice 
of  Britiih  liberty,  but  w^hich,  in  faft,  eftabhfhed  only 
the  defpotifm  of  the  barons'^over  every  order  of  the 
{late,  recognizes  this  fpecies  of  fervitude,  when  it 
ftipulates  in  favour  of  v/ards  of  the  Crov/n,  that  their 
property  fliould  be  reftored  "  fine  vajio  hominum  c^ 


lerunu  " 
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*    Such  fervices   are   iVeepIiig   the  houfe,  the   neceffary,  ov  ' 
cleanfing  a  perfon  who  is  fick. 

f  Vide  JuHiniani  Inftit.  Juris  CiviHs,  H.  T, 
\  Hindoo  laws,  chap.  viii.  fed.  i. 


INDIAN  RECREATIONS*  LSI" 

We  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  notice  the 
obhgation  laid  upon  the  head  of  a  family  to  main- 
tain his  poor  relations  ;  fervices  are  expected  from 
fuch  neceffitous  perfons,  of  the  nature  of  thofe  fpe- 
cified.  They  are  not  fubjected  to  what  the  law 
terms  vndue  fervices,  the  opcrcs  fcrviks  of  the  Ro- 
mans, the  performance  of  fuch  inferring  a  fort  of 
infamy.  \ 

Slaves  in  India  are  of  many  different  defcrip- 
tions,  according  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  acquired.  No  lefs  than  fifteen  legitimate  me- 
thods of  acquiring  flaves  are  fpecihed  in  the  Eaftern 
code ;  fome  of  which  are  peculiar  to  this  quarter  of 
the  world. 

Notwithstanding  the  humane  provifions  made' 
by  the  law,  many  perfons  either  from  being  deferted 
by  their  relations,  or  by  the  death  of  their  parents, 
are  cad  deftitute  upon  the  public ;  fuch  unfortu- 
nates, like  loft  goods,  become  the  property  of  the 
finder  *.  If,  during  a  famine,  a  perfon  has  been  fed 
by  another,  and  his  life  by  that  means  preferved, 
fuch  become  the  property  of  thofe  who  entertained 
him.  Many  acquifitions  of  this  nature  might  have 
been  made  by  Europeans,  had  their  cuftoms  autho- 
rifed  the  practice. 

I  2  .Some- 

*  Vide  Hindoo  laws,  at  thi»  title- 
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Sometimes  a  perfon,  to  free  himfelf  from  the  iui- 
portimities  of  a  creditor,  delivers  himfelf  as  a  pledge 
for  the  debt,  or  in  lieu  of  payment :  this  fpecies  of 
ilavery  is  countenanced  by  the  Hindoo  as  well  as  the 
Jewifh  and  Roman  jurifprudence.  It  does  not,  how- 
ever, occur  to  me  that  the  latter  admitted  of  per- 
fonal  fiavery  on  the  chance  of  play,  as  is  the  avowed 
language  of  ftatute  in  this  country,  as  it  was  by  con- 
fuetudinary  law  in  America*. 

Gaming,  and  wagering  at  cock-fighting,  are  for- 
bi'dden  bv  the  moft  ancient  codes  of  law  ;  it  would 
appear  therefore  that  this  paffion  is  not  only  preva- 
lent in  early  ages,  but  alfo  moft  violent,  fmce  per- 
fonal-  liberty  was  fometimes  thrown  in  as  the  laft 
fiake.  In  a  country  where  flavery  is  permitted,  this 
unlawful  ad  was  deemed  a  forfeiture  of  liberty. 

Another  defcription  of  flaves  are  fuch  as  have 
become  SanyafTee,  and  afterwards  have  renounced 
that  holy  way  of  life.  This  conduft  implies  not 
merely  a  dereiidion  of  a  ftate  of  fandity  and  great 
perfedion,  but  alfo  the  breach  of  folemn  vows  -y 
whoever  was  guilty  of  it  became  punifhable  by  the 
magiflrate  with  the  lofs  of  liberty,  unlefs  the  de- 
linquent were  a  Brahmin.  In  that  eafe  the  criminal 
was  branded  in  the  forehead  with  the  print  of  a 
dog's  foot,  and  baniihed  the  kingdom  f. 

Th£ 

*  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  America. 

f  Vide  Gentoo  Laws,  chap.      ,  fedl.  z,- 
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The  lafl  clafs  of  flaves  peculiar  to  the  Hindoo 
iaws,  confifts  of  thofe  who,  from  their  attachment  to 
a  flave  girl,  give  up  their  liberty  for  the  purpofe  of 
having  intercourfe  \vith  her.  Such  flaves  recover 
their  liberty  on  renouncing  the  female  flave,  and  dif- 
continuing  the  connexion. 

The  manumiflion  of  flaves  occupies  a  diftind:  title 
of  the  Brahminical  inftitution.  The  mode  of  doing 
this  varied  according  to  the  particular  clafs  of  flaves 
to  which  the  individual  belonged.  When  a  mailer 
releafes  his  flave,  a  pitcher  filled  with  water,  rice, 
and  flowers,  is  placed  upon  the  head  of  the  flave  by 
the  mafler,  and  there  broken.  The  contents  of  the 
pitcher  fall  upon  the  flave'sbody,  while  the  mafl:er 
■declares  his  intention  of  making  him  free  :  this  cere- 
mony confers  manumiflion.  A  form  equally  cere- 
4jnonious  was  in  ufe  among  the  Romans  *. 

The  prejudices  of  the  natives  requiring  every  per- 
Ton  to  leave  behind  him  a  fon  to  perform  his  funeral 
iobfequies,  gave  rife  to  another  mode  of  manumiflion, 
•which  is  probably  not  unfrequent.  Whoever  is 
without  a  legitimate  child,  and  hath  procreated  a  fon 
iby  a  female  flave,  that  child  together  with  his  mo- 
'ther  become  free,  from  the  birth  of  the  fon. 

I  3  Free- 


i*  Inftitut.  Juftiii.  fecund.  Heinecc.  ap.  H.  T. 
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Frh  DOM  was  alfo  conferred  on  fuch  Haves,  a» 
from  affeftion  or  prefence  of  mind  in  any  accident, 
had  prefcrved  the  Hfe  of  their  mafler.  Salvery  for 
debi  is  terminated  by  the  extinction  of  that  debt  with 
intereil. 

In  general,  the  domeftic  flavery  of  the  Hindoos  is 
attended  with  leis  harfhnefs,  crueky,  or  exhaufting 
labour,  than  what  refults  from  the  fyftem  among 
other  nations.  A  ftranger  is  feldom  able  to  diilin- 
guifli  between  a  flave  and  any  other  member  of  a 
family.  The  labour  of  all  the  common  people  is 
moderate,  and  their  food  and  cloathing  fo  fimple  as 
hardly  to  admit  of  degrees. 

Even  in  times  of  calamity,  if  a  perfon  fell  his 
ilave  girl  to  another  againft  her  confent,  he  is  repre- 
henfible,  and  m.ay  be  fined  :  perhaps  the  whole  fyf- 
tem as  it  is  praclifed  in  Hindoftan  may  be  defended 
on  principles  of  hum.anity.  Scarcity  here  arifes  of- 
ten to  be  famine  :  w^hile  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple from  the  benignity  of  the  climate  live  almoil  with- 
'out  cloathing,  or  houfe  for  fhelter.  There  is  no 
provifion  for  a  time  of  dijfficulty  :  a  man  who  has  no- 
thing but  his  labour  to  fubfift  upon,  and  perhaps 
does  not  poflefs  the  value  of  two  days  provifion,  is 
not  fuppofed  in  dillrefs,  and  is  often  adually  happy  ; 
at  leaft  he  takes  no  thought  for  to-morrow.  During 
a  famine,  however,  fuch  perfons  are  relieved  by  a 
fervitude  which  prevents  them  from  falling  vidims  to 
Jiunger.    In  every  warm  country  cloathing  is  lefs  ne- 
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odVary  ;  lodging  almofl  fuperfluous  ;  hence  the  peo- 
ple are  indolent  and  improvident  to  a  degree  that  in 
j  )^ur  nothern  climes  would  prove  fatal.  AVere  a  fa^ 
mine  as  frequent  in  Italy  as  it  is  in  this  country,  the 
idle  Lazaroni  of  Naples  would  be  benefited  by  a  ila- 
very  which  might  fecure  them  againft  hunger  and 
want,  the  necelTary  refult  of  their  improvident  idie- 
nefs. 

It  may  therefore  be  queftioned  whether  that  zeal 
which  burned  fo  furiouily  among  you  for  the  libe- 
ration of  ilaves,  was  in  every  cafe  guided  by  know- 
ledge. There  are  at  ieafb  fome  inftances  in  which 
the  tender  mercy  of  your  humane  reformers  would 
be  cruelty  ;  for,  independent  of  the  circumitances 
peculiar,  perhaps,  to  the  natives  of  India,  there  are 
many  perfons  whofe  intellects  may  not  -be  fufificientiy 
cultivated  to  guide  their  condudt  in  a  ftate  of  perfect  7/.- 
freedom.  i\s  Mr.  Burke  has  juftly  faid,  liberty  is 
power,  and  man,  along  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindnefs,  has  alfo  a  good  deal  of  the  wolf  in  his 
compofition,  and  till  that  is  purged  off,  it  will  be 
dangerous  to  ailov/  him  to  aiTociate  with  fheep,  more 
fo  to  rule  over  them. 

Tenderness  to  flavcs  as  well  as  to  every  creature 
dependent  on  our  care,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
precepts  which  dignifies  our  benevolent  religion :  yet 
at  the  time  when  the  new  teftament  was  written,  11a- 
very  was  far  more  univerfal  than  at  prefent,  while  no 
■prohibition  of  that  flate  appears  in  its  pages.  The 
^  I  4  reciprocal 
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reciprocal  duties  between  mafler  and  fervant  ((lave)      i: 
are  there  laid  down  with  much  plainnefs,  and  recora^      I 
mended  from  motives  very  powerful ;  but  ttie  very      i 
regulation  of  fuch  a   ftate   feems  a  tacit  acknow- 
ledgment of  its  neceffity,  and  infers  its  continuance. 
It  is  no  where  faid,  Difmifs  your  fervants  and  abolilh 
ilavery.  Ill 

The  punifliment  of  flaves  has  been  guarded  in  the 
Hindoo  code  with  the  mofl  anxious  folicitude.  Slen- 
der punifhment  with  a  bamboo  fwitch  is  permitted  on 
the  back,  or  where  the  leaft  injury  may  be  felt ;  and 
in  this  refpeft  flaves  are  put  on  the  fame  footing  with 
a  wife,  a  fon  or  daughter.  The  Jewifh  law  in  the 
earlier  periods  admitted  only  of  forty  ftripes,  as  the 
higheft  punifhment  a  mafler  could  infiift  on  his  llave ; 
if,  however,  his  crime  was  fo  atrocious  as  to  call  for 
the  interference  of  the  magiflrate,  the  punifliment 
was  crucifixion,  a  fpecies  of  infiidion  peculiarly  ig- 
nominious, and  common  to  that  people  with  the  Ro- 
mans, and  the  eaftern  nations. 

Servant  and  flave  approach  in  many  inftances 
fo  near  to  each  other  in  condition  that  the  lines  of 
difcrimination  are  not  always  difcernible.  Even  a 
fon  is  in  many  refpefts  under  the  power  of  his  fa-, 
ther,  and  after  the  legal  age,  if  he  remain  under  the 
fame  roof,  he  foregoes  the  advantage  of  earning  for 
himfelf.  The  parental  power  of  the  Romans  alf^© 
remained  fo  long  as  the  father  lived  ;  and  in  fuch 
force,  that  a  fon,  after  bearing  a  public  office  in  the 
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ftate,  fell  again  under  the  power  of  his  father,  whofe 
I  authority  had  only  intermitted  during  the  exercife  of 
I  his  public  fundion. 

Several  complete  titles  of  Hindoo  law  relate  to 
partnerihip ;  which  there  does  not  imply  the  union  of 
feveral  perfons,  for  a  mercantile  purpofe  ;  but  a 
community  of  goods,  among  near  relations  being 
together  under  a  father  or  elder  brother  A  father, 
while  he  lives,  is  reprefentative  and  mafler  of  the 
family.  The  heritable  property  of  his  anceftors,  and 
what  he  has  himfelf  acquired,  are  under  his  manage- 
ment, but  with  different  reilriftions.  The  former 
part  of  the  eftate  he  is  not  allowed  to  alienate  with- 
out the  confent  of  his  children  :  of  the  latter  he  has 
the  full  difpofal. 

The  fame  reverence  and  fubmilllon  which  the  law 
ordains  to  a  father,  is  after  his  death  to  be  paid  by 
the  different  members  of  the  family  to  an  elder  bro- 
ther, who  then  becomes  the  manager  of  the  whole. 
If  fons  claim  a  divifion,  that  divifion  mufl  be  made 
in  terms  of  law  ;  and  it  would  appear  from  fome 
ancient  records  that  even  a  father  could  not  refufe 
jthis ;  as  appears  from  the  hillory  of  the  prodigal  fon, 
^s  well  as  the  inftitutions  of  Menu. 


SECT. 


SECT.  XVI. 


■or  THE  ANTIQUITY  OF  THE  HINDOO  SCRIPTURE! 


Calcutta,  Dec.  179S. 

It  has  of  late  become  a  fafhionable  doclrlne  to  afcribe 
a  very  high  antiquity  to  the  Hindoo  Scriptures  ;  to 
find  difficulties  in  the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creation; 
and  to  feel  an  affecled  concern  for  its  incompatibility 
with  authentic  records  of  the  moft  ancient  nations. 

M.  DE  Voltaire  imagines  that  he  has  expofed 
the  Jewifh  hiftory  to  a  llrong  degree  of  ridicule,  be- 
caufe  it  reprefents  the  creation  of  the  world  as 
having  happened  only  feven  thoufand  years  ago, 
while  the  Chinefe  trace  it  back  to  a  far  greater  num- 
ber of  millions.  Mr  Halhed,  the  tranilator  of  a 
Perfian  com.pilation  of  Hindoo  lav/s,  defcribes  the 
imprefiion  which  the  antiquity  of  thefe  books  make 
«pon  his  mind  ;  and  the  difHculty  he  finds  of  bring- 
ing 


p 
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!  ing   down  his   irjiagination  "  to    the    obedience    of 
'  *'  faith  *." 

I 

I 

In  a  word,  our  antiquarians  are  ever  in  danger  of 
picking  up  from  the  immenfe  heap  of  faithful  manu- 
Icripts  at  Benares,  fome  direful  fragment  that  may- 
overturn  the  chronology  of  the  Bible  :  like  the  Can- 
on Recupero,  when  he  "examined  the  ftratified  lava 
of  Mount  Etna,  "  they  feel  the  writings  of  Moles  a 
"  weight  upon  them."  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  in 
the  fevere  drudgery  of  turning  over  fo  many  volumes 
of  wifdom,  they  fhould  be  fo  often  difturbed  by 
parchments  with  claims  of  antiquity  fo  flrong,  that 
they  effectually  dagger  reafon^  and  alarm  them  into 
unbelief. 


Mr  Halhed  thus  laments,  "  that  though  we 
may  come  to  the  perufal  of  their  records,  armed 
with  every  argument,  and  fortified  even  to  preju- 
dice againft  the  admifTion  of  their  pretenfions,  at 
the  fame  time  placing  the  moft  implicit  reliance 
upon  the  Mofaic  chronology  as  generally  receiv- 
ed, yet  their  plaufible  accounts  of  thefe  remote 
ages,  and  their  undeviating  confidence  in  their 
own  afiertions,  never  can  fail  to  make  fome  im- 
prefiion  upon  us,  in  proportion  as  we  gain  a 
nearer  Infight  into  them." 

As 


*  This  gentleman  has  fince  found  no  difficulty  in  believing 
i::he  wild  abfurdities  of  the  Prophet  Brothers. 
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As  the  Englifli  reader  may  not  polTibly  be  armed 
ivith  every  argument,  nor  fo  completely  fortified  in  \ 
European  prejudices  as  Mr  Halhed,  it  would  be  un- 
.fair  to  expofe  him  to  the  whole  force  of  that  plaufi- 
bility  which  proved  fo  irrefiftible  to  that  gentleman. 
Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  Hindoos  reckon  the  du- 
ration of  the  world  by  four  Jogues,  or  ages,  contain- 
ing together  above  eight  millions  of  years. 

The  firft  age,  or  that  of  purity  f  Suttee  jogue,J 
lafled  3,200,000  years.  In  this  period,  which  feems' 
to  correfpond  with  the  golden  age  of  our  European 
poets  *  ;  men  pradifed  ther  duty  without  the  com- 
puifion  of  law  ;  their  life  extended  to  an  hundred 
thoufand  years;  and  their  ftature  was  twenty-one 
cubits. 

In  the  fecond,  or  Tirtah  jogue,  one  third  of  the 

iiuman  race  became  reprobate,  and  the  period  of  life 

"was  reduced  to  ten  thoufand  years,  while  that  of  \ht 

^ge  itfelf  was  contraOed  to  two  millions  four  hundred 

thoufand  .years. 

In  the  third  age,  the  depraved  part  of  the  fpecies 
amounted  to  one  half,  and  the  duration  of  life  only 
to  a  thoufand  years.  This  age  lafled  1,600,000 
years. 

Lastly 


*  Spoate  fine  lege  juilitiarn  colebant. 

Ovid.  Mctat?!, 


1 
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Lastly  came  the  Ka/li  jogue,  or  prefent  asra, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  fubfift  only  400,000  years,  of 
which  about  5000  are  already  elapfed.  In  this  age 
the  depravity  of  men  became  univerfal,  and  their 
iives  were  reduced  to  the  term  of  100  years. 

Such  is  the  "  plaufibility "  of  the  Hindoo  ac- 
count, which  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion  upon  Mr 
Halhed.  '*  Computation,"  fays  he,  "  is  loft  ;  and 
conjefture  overwhelmed  in  the  attempt  to  adjuft 
fuch  aftonrfliing  fpaces  of  time  to  our  confined 
"  notions  of  the  world's  epoch  :  to  fuch  an  antiquity 
the  Mofaic  creation  is  but  as  yefterday ;  and  ta 
fuch  ageSy  the  hfe  of  Methufelah  is  but  a  fpan  1'* 


ti 


Our  "  confined  notions"  refpecling  the  duration 
©f  the  world,  are  no  rules  for  other  nations  in  form- 
ing their  legends,  no  more  than  fober  hiftory  is  the 
ftandard  for  writing  romance.  Happily  there  is  no 
neceffity  for  reconciling  them ;  otherwife  the  Hindoo 
chronology  might  be  found  equally  confonant  to  ours 
as  twenty-one  cubits  are  to  the  length  of  a  man. 

Nations  are  as  much  interefted  in  the  dignity  of 
their  origin  as  individuals :  high  antiquity  is  univer- 
fally  beheved  to  confer  on  both  a  luftre,  which  the 
lefs  it  is  genuine,  is  the  more  eafily  counterfeited. 
Even  in  Europe  almoft  every  nation  carries  its  origin 
back  to  remote  periods  of  darknefs  and  fiction  ;  al- 
though there,  the  gratification  of  vanity  is  limited  by 
the  prevalence  of  knowledge  and  of  fober  criticifm* 

2  Were 
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Were  the  early  annals  of  Egypt  or  Ethiopia  difco-  i; 
vered,  their  liuiited  knowledge  would  probably  be  1 
found  to  bear  them  out  in  pretenfions  as  grofs  as  : 
thofe  of  the  Hindoos.  We  know  that  in  China^ 
"where  this  kind  of  arrogance  is  not  checked  by  any 
incredulity  among  the  people,  that  fyflem  of  chrono- 
logy reaches  far  beyond  that  of  the  Brahmins, 
where  dates  niufi:  appear  to  thefe  people  as  of  '*  yef- 
terday,  and  their  lives  as  a  fpan".  It  is  fufficient, 
therefore,  to  eftablifa  the  authority  of  the  Brahmini- 
cai  fcripures,  that  they  accord  with  the  fuggeftions 
of  human  vanity  in  a  rude  and  uninformed  nation* 
Their  gigantic  fize  and  their  longevity  bear  an  exact 
conformity  with  fiftions  and  traditions  of  every 
early  people.  Thefe  tales  of  the  nurfes  are  gradually 
fyftematifed,  and  tranfcribed  into  the  records  of  the 
nation ;  yet  they  are  dill  tales,  though  they  may 
happen  to  be  repeated  with  wonder  by  a  different 
defcription  of  old  womeui 

"  Mere    human  reafon, "    fays  this    tranflator, 

"  upon    confi deration    of    the    prefent    contracted 

'■'  meafure  of  mortality,  can   no  more  reconcile  to 

"  itfelf,  the  idea  of  patriarchal,  than  of  Brahminical 

"  longevity  :"  and  "  when  the  line  of  implicit  faith 

"  is  once  extended,  we  can  never  afcertain  the  pre- 

"  cife  limits  beyond  which  it  mull:  not  pafs." 

The  facility  with  which  this  gentleman  on  fome 
late  occafions,  has  extended  the  "  line  of  implicit 
"  faith,"  has  rendered  it  doubtful  whether,  v.ith.  him 

it 
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it  has  any  limits  at  all.     According  to  him  the  great 
foiirce  of    credibility  to   the   Brahminical  writings 
arifes  from  the  undeviating  confidence  in  their  own 
affertions.    To  many,  confident  aiTertions  will  appear 
a  very  fmgular  and  precarious  tell  of  truth,   how- 
ever ftridly  Mr  Halhed  may  have  demeaned  himfelf 
by  fuch  a  rule.     Munnoo,  it  w  juld  feem,  one  of  the 
mofl  authoritative  of  the  Hindoo  fages,  has  himfelf 
affixed  a  date  to  his  own  code.     "  When  ten  thou- 
"  fand  and  ten  years  of  the  Suttee  jogue  were  pall, 
"  on  the  night   of    the  full  moon,   in  the  month 
"  Bhadun,  I  Munnoo,  at  the  command  of  Brahma, 
fininied  this  fliafter,  that  fpeaks  of  mens'  duty,  of 
juftice,  and  of  religion   ever   inftruclive,"     It  is 
fufficient  then,  it  would  feem,  to  command  the  belief 
of  Mr  Halhed,  that  an  impoftor  confidently  alTerts, 
that  he   has  communicated  with   the   Deity  on  the 
night  of  the  full  moon. 

The  next  alTerter  of  the  antiquity  of  thefe  Scrip- 
tures is  Jage-Bulk,  who  fays,  "  In  the  Tirtah  Jogue, 
"  when  ninety-five  years  were  paft,  in  the  night  of 
"  Sawun,  on  the  moon's  increafe,  on  the  day  of 
"  Mercury,  I  finiflied  the  treatife  called  Jage-Bulk, 
"  wliich  fets  forth   the  offices  of  religion,  and  alfo 

informs  men  of  the  duties  of  the  magiftrate." 


a 


"  What  period,"  fays  the  tranflator,  "  fhall  we 
"  pofiibly  alTign  to  thofe  writings,  if  we  difallow 
"  the  authorities  here  quoted.  If  they  are  falfe, 
"  there  mud  have  been  a  time  when  the  impofition 

2  '-  would 
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would  have  been  too  palpable  to  have  paifed  upon 
"  mankind,  and  \^'here  the  concurrent  teflimoriy  of 
"  the  whole  world  mud  have  rifen  m  judgment 
*'  aoainll  it.'* 


*o' 


The  impofition    running  through    the  whole  of 
ihefe  books,  as  well  as  their  dates,  may  at  firft  fip^ht 
fecm  too  palpable  to  pafs  upon  mankind ;  and  cer-r 
tainly  had  they  been  either  capable   or  difpofed  to 
liften  to  rational  evidence,  they  could   never  have 
been  received  as  any  thing  elfe  than  the  impofitions 
of  craft   upon  ignorance.     But   the  very  reverfe  of 
this  is  the  adual  ftate   of   nations    in   early  times. 
Their  ancient  narratives  are  all   marvellous,   and  all 
implicitly  believed ;    and  it  is  not  v/onderful    that 
books,  which  contain  either  fome  prodigy  or  grofs 
fiction  in  every  page,  fhould  alfo  affume  a  romantic 
claim  to   antiquity.     The  llyle  is  uniform  in   each 
part  ;    and  well  fuited  to  gratify  a  paflion  for  the 
marvellous,   and  to  gain  upon  the  unfufpecting  cre- 
dulity of  a  fmiple  people.     That  the  Hindoos  fliouid 
receive  thefe  confecrated  fictions,   is  what  we  Ihould 
expe£t  from  human  nature  :  and  had  their  early  re- 
cords been  entirely  divelled   of  every  romantic   ab- 
furdity,  they  w^ould  on  that   account  only  have  d;f- 
played  fomething  new  in  the  annals  of  prieftcraft  and 
fuperftition. 

We  are  further  acquainted  that,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Kalli  jogue,  Shukeh  Diew,  a  modern  author 
according  to  Hindoo  records,  compcfed  a  work,  con- 
fining 
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fifting  of  three  thoujand  and  twenty  chapters,  and 
detailing  the  hiftory  of  India  during  the  three  pre- 
ceding Jogues ;  the  fucceffion  of  its  Rajahs,  and  the 
duration  of  their  reigns.  "  What  fhall  we  fay,*' 
continues  Mr  Kalhed  "  to  a  worlv  compofed  four 
«  thoufand  years  ago,  and  from  thence  tracing  man- 
<'  kind  upwards  for  feveral  miUions  of  years  ?  If 
fuch  a  book  exiils,  its  contents  may  fall  within  the 
extended  line  of  Mr  Halhed^s  implicit  faith,  and 
may  be  well  fuited  to  his  intellect  ;  though  to  oth  r 
minds  it  will  probably  convey  but  a  fmail  portion  of 
information.* 

Wnen  we  turn  from  the  date  of  the  Hindoo  crea- 
tion, and  Gonfider  the  account  given  of  that  great 
-event,  we  look  in  vain  for  that  concil'enefs  and  fub- 
limity  which  has  been  admired  in  the  narrative  of 
the  Jewifh  lawgiver  even  by  the  Heathens  themfeives. 
"  God'  faid,  let  there  be  light ;  and  there  was  light," 
is  an  example  of  the  fubhme  quoted,  by  the  celebrated 
Longmus,  v/ho  has  long  held  a  diftinguifhed  rank  as 
a  judge  of  compofition.  In  the  work  of  Menu  every 
thought  is  frittered  do\-\m,  by  an  affecled  fubtilty,^ 
and  a  too  minute  particularity  of  defcription.  He 
defcribes  the  Spirit  of  God  as  m.oving  upon  the  water, 
almoft  in  th-  words  of  Mofes  ;  and  the  chaotic  dark- 
nefs  from  which  the  creation  was  called  forth  bears  a 
ftrong  hmilarity  in  both  fyftems.    The  former,  how- 

VoL.  I.  K  ever, 

1  *  Gredat  Judxus  Appella,  non  ego. 
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ever,  not  only  lofes  its  dignity,  but  even  gravity, 
when  after  the  inferior  deities,  fages,  and  other  great 
perfonages  are  brought  into  exiftence,  it  fpecifies  the 
creation  "  of  fmall  and  large  reptiles,  moths,  lice., 
fieas,  and  common  flies,  and  every  biting  gnat.'* 

The  time  employed  by  the  Divine  agency  in  the 
Hindoo  creation  is  not  fpecified ;  but  as  the  fyftem 
com  rehends  no  kfs  than  fourteen  fpheres  or  worlds, 
fix  above,  and  fevcn  below  that  which  we  inhabit,  t 
human  notions  would  lead  us  to  conceive  greater 
fpace  neceffary  for  its  completion,  had  not  the  fame 
books  themfelves  informed  us,  "  that  there  are  num- 
berlefs  creations,  and  deflruclions  of  worlds  ;  and 
that  the  Being  fupremely  exalted,  performs  all  this, 
with  as  much  eafe  as  if  in  fport,  again  and  again, 
for  the  fake  of  conferring  happinefs*.'* 

This  pafTage  alludes  to  a  notion  more  clearly  ex- 
preiTed  elfewhere ;  that  after  the  four  jogues  are 
completed,  another  creation  will  commence,  endur- 
ing for  the  fame  number  of  ages.  The  fpheres  or 
worlds  above  ours  are  the  regions  deftined  for  the 
reward  of  good  men,  according  to  their  different 
attainments  in  holinefs.  The  Swergeh,  or  firfl  para-' 
dife,  is  the  general  receptacle  for  all  fuch  as  have 
merited  a  removal  from  this  lower  earth  :  a  fecond 
place,  the  Mahun  is  the  abode  of  Fakeers,  and  fuch' 

perfons 

*   Menu  Inftit.  ch?p.  I.   v.  8p. 
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perfons  as  by  dint  of  prayer,  have  attained  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  fanQity.     The  third  heaven, 
Junneh  is   alfo  the  refidence  of  pious  fouls ;  a  glo-^- 
rious  fphere,  beyond  which  fouls  are  fuppofed  not  to 
pafs  without  fome  uncommon  merits  and  qualifica- 

1  tlons*.  The  other  celedial  manfions,  up  to  the 
Suttee  (which  is  higheft  of  all,  and  the  refidence  of 
Brahma,  with  a  few  particular  favourites,)  are  inha- 
bited by  fuch  as  have  all  their  lives  performed  fome 

,  wonderful  penance,  or  died  martyrs  for  their  reli- 
gion. The  higheft  prize  of  all  in  this  great  lottery 
of  life,  is  referved  for  thofe  who  have  never  in  their 
V,  hole  life  uttered  a  fidion ;  and  to  thofe  women 
who  have  burned  themfelves  on  the  funeral  pile  of 
their  hufbands. 

The  Hindoo  fyftem,  with  all  Its  exuberance  of  blifs,- 
is  not  more  fertile  in  rewards  than  punifhments ;  be- 

i  fides  thofe  numbcrlefs  tranfmigrations  to  which  it 
fubjecls  fmners,  there  are  twenty-one  different  hells, 

!  or  regions  of  pofitive  torture,  where  men  are  con- 
figned  for  punifhment  according  to  their  fuppofed 
criminality.  None  of  thefe  punifhments  are  how- 
ever eternal ;    but  a  redemption  from  them  is  ad- 

!  mitted,  as  well  as  a  ftate  of  final  beatitude  by  their 

I  abforption  into  the  Supreme  Being. 

'■  These  ideas  of  the  creation  are  received  by  the 
Hindoos  literally  as  they   are  expreffed ;    and  they 

K  2  conftitute 

'*  Vide  Introd.  Gentoo  Laws,  by  Mr  Halhed- 
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•conftilute  an  introductory  chapter  to  their  religious 
and  civil  code  ;  which  muft  prove  of  high  utility  if 
it  reconcile  each  of  the  clafes  to  its  ftation  in  fociety. 
Brahma,  the  immediate  agent  of  the  creation,  is  de- 
clared to  have  formed  the  Brahmin  from  his  mouth  ; 
and  the  duties  enjoined  him,  are  not  merely  f)Tiibo- 
Hcally  reprefented  by  that  organ  from  which  he  is 
produced,  but  to  pray,  to  read,  and  to  inftruct,  are 
believed   to  be  qualifications,   the  unavoidable  refult ; 

i 

of  his  formation  from  that  organ. 

The  Katri,  by  "being  formed  from  the  arms,  is 
qualified  with  llrength  to  fight  and  to  govern.  The 
Vayfe,  proceeding  from  the  belly,  are  qualified  to 
produce  the  nouriihment  of  fociety,  by  exercifmg 
the  vocations  of  agriculture  and  traffic.  The  Sodra, 
beingj  formed  from  the  feet,  is  doomed  to  a  flate  of 
fubjection,  in  which  his  duty  confifts  of  labour,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  other  tribes* 

It  is  the  regret  of  a  benevolent  writer,  that  fo 
"nnany  millions  of  the  human  race  are  born  to  no 
other  inheritance  but  flavery  ;  his  feelings  would 
have  been  ftill  more  deeply  wounded,  had  he  beheld 
a  fociety,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  doomed  to 
inherit  infamy  as  well  as  flavery. 

The  Hindoo  fyft;ni,  beiides thefe  four  great  tribes 
jufl  mentioned,  fanclions  a  fifth,  or  adventitious  clafs,. 
that  arifes  from  illegitimate  connexions  between  the 
other  tribes.    This  numerous  portion  of  the  people, 

which 


J 
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cv'hich  condufts  the  mechanic  trades  and  petty  traffic, 
IS  held  infamous  as  well  as  fervile.  All  the  tribes 
of  Burrun  Sunker  are  believed  to  be  contaminated 
by  the  guilt  of  their  parents,  and  the  tradefmen  of 
[India  are  deemed  infamous  as  well  as  poor.  The 
jlaw  makes  a  diftindion  in  the  crimes  and  punishment 
of  all  the  claffes ;  an  inju  y  to  one  order  is  in  fome 
cafes  capital ;  while  the  fame  offence  would,  if  com.- 
mitted  againfl  an  inferior,  be  amerced  by  a  trifling 
ifine. 


K  3  SECT. 
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;^ENANCi;S  OF  THE  HINDOO  ; 


Allahabad,  July  1 709, 

{Of  the  various  modes  of  appeafmg  the  irritated  con- 
fcience  of  offenders,  that  of  penances  and  expiations 
has  been  mofl  univerfal  among  fuperftitious  nations ; 
and  from  the  extent  to  which  they  have  carried  the 
doftrine,    perhaps  no  invention  of    prieflcraft    has 
been  more  injurious  to  the  interefls  of  morahty.     In 
no  ftage  of  fociety,  not  even  in  the  higheft  degrees 
of  virtue  and  information  vv^hich  it  has  ever  attained, 
are  m.en  beyond  the  reach  of  remorfe,  fmce  they  are 
ahvays  liable  to  mifcondud  and  error ;    in  a  rude 
^ge,  however,  when,   from  the  imperfection  of  go- 
vernment,   crimes  and   irregularities  are  more  fre- 
quent, and  when  the  character  of  Deity  and  all  that 
pertains  to  hereafter,  are  viewed  through  the  awful 
obfcurity  of  ignorance,  the  powers  of  confcience  are 
aided  by  imagination,  and  its  upbraidings  are  beyond 
endurance. 

In 
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In  fuch  cafes  relief  is  gralped  at  without  enquiry 
into  the  aptitude  of  the  means  ;  and  to  reilore  a 
man  to  petice  of  mind,  and  lelf  efcimation,  if  it  can 
be  done  without  injuring  virtue,  is  one  of  the  beil 
offices  of  a  rehgious  inftructor. 

Penances  and  expiations  are  thofe  external  clas 
appointed  by  the  priefthood,  to  appeafe  confcience 
under  the  notion  of  removing  moral  turpitude. 
They  are  founded  on  a  principle  univerfal  in  human 
nature ;  and  in  every  country  have,  in  a  greater  or 
iefs  degree,  become  an  engine  of  power  to  the  prieft- 
hood. In  ages  of  ignorance  men  are  leaft  able  to 
detecl  encroachments  of  this  nature  :  their  fuperfti- 
tious  fears  feem  rather  to  invite  them  :  hence  hiltory 
has  always  exhibited  this  branch  of  ecclefiaftical 
power  and  emolument,  bearing  a  ftricl  proportion 
to  the  ignorance  of  the  people. 

Acts  naturally  indifferent  are  put  on  the  fame 
footing  with  immoralities  ;  eating  certain  articles  of 
food,  drinking  certain  liquors,  or  touching  certain 
objecls,  are  declared  forfeitures,  and  are  expiated  by 
penance  as  immoral  conduct.  In  moft  of  the  Afia- 
tic  governments,  where  the  priefthood  have  acquired 
great  influence,  the  dodcrine  of  penances  and  expia- 
tions has  been  extended  to  almoft  every  aftion  and 
fituation  of  life  ;  and  the  people  have  been  gradually 
'fubjeded  to  a  jurifdidion  as  unlimited  as  their  own 
faperftitious  imaginations,  and  provided  with  punifli- 
inents  ,as  various  as  their  fears. 

The 
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i    • 

The  Jcwlfh  inftitutions  have  been  preferved  to  us 
in  records  more  authentic  than  thofe  of  any  other  ij 
ancient  people.  By  them  we  learn  In  what  various  ' 
cafes  a  man  v/as  rendered  impure,  whether  from 
guilt,  or  from  circumftances  accidental,  or  by  ac- 
tions indifferent.  But  whatever  were  the  means  by 
which  guilt  or  impurity  was  contraftcd,  expiation 
was  indifpenfable,  before  the  fmner  could  be  ad- 
mitted into  fociety,  partake  in  any  religious  folemnity, 
or  ever  eat  or  drink  with  his  brethren*.  Thefe 
laws  were  guarded  by  punilhments  fo  fevere,  as  en- 
fured  their  obfcrvance ;  difobedience  in  certain  cafe^ 
incurred  the  fame  punifhment  as  murder :    "  The 

man  that  fhall    be   unclean  and  fhall  not  purify 

hirafelf,  that  foul  Ihall  be  cut  oif  from  among  the 

congregation.  '* 


a 


A  large  portion  of  the  Hindoo  Scripture  is  ap- 
propriated to  the  fubjeft  of  expiation.  The  great 
fyftem  of  Metempfychofis  itfelf,  as  laid  down  in  the 
facred  books,  makes  a  part  of  this  dodrine  f.  The 
fufferings  endured  by  undergoing  a  certain  number 
of  tranfmigrations,  are  in  no  inftance  declared  eter- 
nal :  ^  "  when  the  taint  arifing  from  guilt  is  remov- 
ed," 

*  Numb.  chap.  xlx.  v.  22.  The  delinquent  was  not  merely 
cxduded  from  fociety  ;  '■  but  whatfoever  the  unckan  perfon 
toucheth  fliall  be  unclean,  and  the  foul  that  touchcth  it  fhall  be 
M^  unclean." 

•f-  Vide  Inilitut,  of  Alenu,  chap.  xii.  pafilm. 
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jed,'*  the  foul  again  recovers  beatitude  ;    and  after 
its  purincation  is  complete,  it  is  ablorbed  into  the 
juniverfal  fpirit*. 

The  machinery  of  the  Hindoo  fyftem  is  awful  and 
tremendous  \  and  had  it  been  uniformly  employed 
1 5n  the  defence  of  virtue,  its  efteds  mufl  always  have 
!  been  confiderablc,  as  well  as  very  falutary. 

Their  rcmons  of  torment  are  vaiious,  and  in 
,  great  number  ;  and  the  pains  fuffered  in  them  are 
i  proportioned  to  the  fuppofed  guilt  of  the  offenders  j 
who  "  as  often  as  they  repeat  criminal  ads  '  are 
"  doomed  to  pains  more  and  more  intenfe,  in  defpi- 
"  cable  forms  upon  this  earth.  They  fliall  firll  have 
"  a  fenfation  of  agony  in  Tamifra  f,  or  utter  dark- 
"  nefs,  and  in  other  feats  of  horror.  Multifarious 
*'  tortures  av/ait  them  :  they  fhall  be  mangled  by 
"  ravens  and  owls  ;  and  fwallow  cakes  boiling  hot ; 
"  fhall  walk  over  inflamed  fands ;  and  fliall  feel  the 
"  pangs  of  being  baked  like  the  vefTels  of  a 
f'  potter +.'■ 


Even  thefe  redons  of  darknefs  are  not  altoc^ether 
inaccefiible  to  hooe,  and  the  criminal  in  the  abvfs  of 

torment 


*  Ibid,  V,  2  2. 

f  One  of  the  hells  of  the  Hindoos. 

X  Chap.  xii.  v.  74,  et  iafra. 
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torment  might  look  forward  to  a  period  in  which  his  | 
guilt  would  be  expiated,  and  when  the  gates  of  blifs  I 
would  be  no  longer  fhut  againfl  him.  Eternal  pu-  \ 
nifhments  feem,  to  the  Hindoo,  injurious  to  virtue,  | 
and  repugnant  to  mercy. 

So  far  may  the  Hindoo  fyflem  of  expiation  be  re-  , 
garded  as  abetting  the  caufe  of  virtue,  but  there  are 
other  parts  of  it  that  feem  calculated  to  fubvert  the 
moral  fenfe,  and  obliterate  the  diftinftion  between  ^ 
right  and  wrong.    The  claflification  of  crimes  totally  ' 
unequal,   and  the   fubjefting   aftions  indifferent,  to 
the  fame  punifliment  as  offences  the  moft  injurious 
to  fociety,  certainly  tends  to  weaken  the   moral  fa- 
culty.    It  is  a  maxim  in  legiflation,  that  law  fhould 
not  counteract  morals,  and   that  the  crimes  of  the 
flatute-book  fhould  correfpond  with  the  dictates  of 
confcience  ;   but  in   a  fyftem   erefted  by  interefled 
craft  upon  ignorance,  we  are  not  to  expect  that  this 
rule  fliall  be  ftriftly  adhered  to. 

We  find  accordingly  in  the  Bramlnical  code, 
crimes  of  the  mofl  different  degrees  of  turpitude 
claffed  together,  without  any  regard  to  proportion  in 
their  punifliment.  Thus,  "  forgetting  texts  of  fcrip- 
ture,"  is  claffed  with  "  perjury  ;"  eating  things  for- 
bidden, to  "  killing  a  friend  :  "  inceft  and  adultery, 
are  compared  to  flaying  a  bull  or  a  cow  t  J  drinking 

for-, 

*  Menu,  chap.  xii.  v.  55,  &c.. 


f  I  ^.1, .  //' 
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forbidden  liquor,  to  killing  a  Brahmin.     In  feveral 

inftances,   actions    hi^^hly   meritorious  according  to 

our  notions,  are  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  a  con-» 

dud  implying  great  infamy.     "  Working  in  mines 

of  any  fort,  engaging  in  dykes,  bridges,  or  other 

great  mechanical  works,"  is  claifed  with  "  fubfifling 

by  the  harlotry  of  a  wife,  and  preparing  charms  to 
dcftroy  the  innocent  *.'* 

In  order  to  account  for  this  artificial  and  fadi- 
tious  fyftem  of  morality,  it  mud  be  remembered, 
that  the  more  crimes  are  multiplied,  the  oftner 
muft  the  fmner  have  recourfe  to  expiation,  and  the 
priefls  in  confequence,  muft  profit  more  frequently  ''jJ^o  i,  -,  ^. 
by  his  abfolution.  "  Penance,"  fays  the  facred  text, 
"  muft  invariably  be  performed  for  the  fake  of  ex- 
"  piation ;  for  they  who  have  not  expiated  their 
"  fms,  will  again  fpring  to  bii'th  with  difgraceful 
"  marks."  This  paflage  feems  to  allude  to  a  very 
fmgular  invention  of  the  Brahmins  to  multiply  the 
number  of  cafes  in  which  expiation  became  necef- 
fary  ;  they  encourage  the  belief  that  every  corporeal 
mark  or  infirmity  at  birth,  muft  have  been  occa- 
ficned  by  fome  fm  committed  either  by  the  parents 
themfelves,  or  the  perlbn  himfelf  in  a  former  ftate ; 
and  in  either  cafe  expiation  became  neceffary  before 
he  could  be  admitted  to  the  pomforts  of  fociety. 

"  If 


*  Ibid,  V.  64.     It  is  Icarcely  pofTible  to  invent  a  fyllcm  mor« 
repugnant  to  public  improvement. 
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If  a  twice  born  man  by  the  will  of  God  in  this 
world,  or  from  his  natural  birth,  have  any  cor- 
"  poral  mark  of  an  expiable  fm  committed  in  this 
"  or  a  former  flate,  he  mull  hold  no  intercourfe 
*'  with  the  virtuous,  while  his  penance  remains  un- 
"  performed  *."  The  Jews  whofe  fyftem  of  crimes 
and  expiations  was  nearly  as  complex  as  that  of  the 
Hindoos,  and  in  fome  particulars  bears  a  {tri£t  re- 
femblance  to  it,  feem  to  have  entertained  this  ftrange 
opinion.  "  Was  it  this  man,  or  his  parents  that 
fmned,  that  he  was  born  blind  ? "  is  a  queftion  im- 
plying this  belief.  The  leprofy,  which  was  once  more 
frequent  among  that  people  than  at  prefent,  muft  have 
been  regarded  as  proceeding  from  fome  moral  turpi- 
tude ;  at  lead  the  expiations,  after  it  was  declared  to 
be  removed,  were  equally  numerous  and  expenfive 
as  thofe  required  for  the  removal  of  guilt. 

But  if  farther  proof  of  the  difpofition  of  the 

Brahmins  to  multiply  crimes,  and  the  neceffity  "of 

expiating   them   w^ere   needed,   fufficient  would  be 

found  in  their  extenfion  of  this  mode  of  difcipline  to 

involuntary  oiJences  f.     Although  no  axiom  in  mo- 
rals 


*  Thefe  marks  were  various,  and  exprefllve  of  the  crimes, 
committed  by  the  perfon  who  bore  them.  "  The  ftealer  of  a 
lamp,  fufFered  blindnefs  ;  the  drinker  of  fpirits,  black  teeth  ;  the 
flayer  of  a  Brahmin,  marafmus  ;  the  violator  of  his  gooru's  bed, 
a  deformity  in  the  generative  organs." 

-f  Menu  Chap.  xiv.  paffim. 


>f 
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jals  can  be  clearer,  than  that  intention  alone  confti- 
tutes  guilt,  and  fo  far  only  as  evil  intention  cati 
be  fhewn,  fo  far  is  criminality  eftabliihed  ;  the  man, 
however,  who  has  unintentionally  occafioned  the 
death  of  another,  feels  an  uneafinefs  fomewhat  re- 
fembling  remorfe  :  he  feels  defirous  to  make  com- 
penfation  even  for  unintended  mifchief.  Upon  this 
feeling  the  dodlrine  of  expiating  involuntary  offences 
has  been  founded  ;  penances  of  great  feverity  have 
been  ordained  for  them.  "  If  a  Brahmin,  fays  Menu, 
"  have  killed  a  man  of  the  facerdotal  clafs,  without 
"  malice,  he  muft  make  a  hut  in  a  foreft,  and  dwell 
in  it  twelve  whole  years,  fubfifting  on  alms,  for 
the  purification  of  his  foul.  If  the  flayer  be  a 
"  Idng,  he  may  perform  facrifices  with  prefents  of 
*'  great  value :  if  a  perfon  of  wealth  has  committed 
"  this  offence,  he  may  give  all  his  property  to  feme 
"  Brahmin  learned  in  the  Veda  *." 

Involuntary  guilt  being  thus  eflablifhed,  and 
the  very  touching  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  fur- 
rounding  objects  incurring  defilement,  as  well  as  kil- 
ling any  fenfitive  animal,  from  an  infect  to  a  camel, 
the  Hindoo  mufl  be  in  perpetual  bondage  ;  that  he 
is  haunted  with  continual  apprehenfions  of  tranf- 

greffmg 


*  Chap.  vii.  V.  73,  &c.  The  Jewifh  prleRs  held  upon  this 
fubjetl  a  fimilar  doftrine.  A  city  of  refuge  proteified  tin? 
killer ;  but  if  found  beyond  its  limits  he  might  be  puniflied. 
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grefllng  agalnfl  fome  articles  of  this  vafl:  fydcm  of 
criminal  law,  is  not  to  be  wondred  at.  Sins  of 
omifTion,  as  well  as  pofitive  offences,  equally  expofe 
him  to  the  expiating  difcipline  of  the  priefls  ;  and 
that  he  efcapes  a  fmgle  day  of  his  life  from  incurring 
inflictions,  is  probably  more  owing  to  their  forbear- 
ance, than  to  his  own  purity. 

Armed  with  this  mighty  engine  of  opprcfiion,  the 
Brahmins,  upon  a  near  view,  will  be  found,  perhaps, 
to  exercife  their  authority,  with  no  great  rigour. 
Empowered  to  inflict  fuch  a  number  of  penalties, 
which  all  incur,  whether  they  are  lazy  or  idle,  a- 
wake  or  afleep,  there  feem  but  few  inftances  of 
cruelty  or  even  hardfhip  fuftained  by  the  exercife  of 
a  power  thus  unbounded.  The  truth  is,  the  fuper-». 
ftition  of  the  people  is  fo  great  that  they  willingly 
undergo  any  penance  :  it  equals,  and  fometimes  fur- 
paffes  all  that  the  prieilhood  exacts  from  it.  After 
having  fatisfied  all  the  rigid  demands  of  the  fyftem 
of  expiation,  the  pious  Hindoo  often  invents  new 
privations  and  aufterities  for  tlie  exercife  of  his  pa-- 
tience,  and  the  enlivening  of  his  piety.  Of  this 
kind  are  the  pilgrimages  he  undertakes  to  places  of 
peculiar  fanftity ;  the  vows  of  abftinence  and  mor- 
tification which  he  regularly  difcharges,  and  the. 
frequent  corporeal  pains  which  he  inflids  upon  him- 
felf. 

The  place  from  which  I  now  write,  is  celebi'ated 
for  the  fan6lity  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  conferred  on 

^  fuch 
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fuch  as  bathe  at  the  jun£lIon  of  the  united  ftreams  of 
the  Ganges  and  the  Jumna.  Ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  pilgrims  may  be  feen  at  once  crowding  to  the 
bank ;  their  admiffion  to  the  facred  fpot  is  pur- 
chafed  by  a  certain  fum  for  each  man,  paid  to  the 
Brahmins.  Between  the  piety  and  the  avarice  of 
the  Hindoo,  there  is  fometimes  a  great  ftruggle  ; 
thefe  two  paffions  feem  to  occupy  his  whole  foul. 
This  year  the  Brahmins  infifled  on  a  certain  fum, 
which  the  pilgrims  for  a  while  refufmg  to  pay,  one 
of  the  former  made  a  feint  of  cutting  his  hand.  This 
meafure,  the  efficacy  of  which  to  us  is  not  very  ob- 
vious, had  at  once  the  defired  effect :  all  agreed  in- 
ftantly  to  pay  down  the  fum  demanded,  convinced 
that  if  blood  had  been  drawn  from  that  facred  per- 
fon,  the  whole  crowd  of  pilgrims  mud  have  fuifered 
a  fentence  of  damnation,  which  ages  of  fuffering 
could  not  have  reverfed. 

Another  clafs  of  voluntary  penances,  for  the 
fake  of  advancing  the  fanctity  of  the  performer,  are 
thofe  numerous  aufterlties  that  are  prefcribed  in  con- 
fequence  of  vows.  If  a  perfon  becomes  unfortunate, 
and  on  this  account  lofes  that  confequence  which  he 
formerly  held  in  fociety,  he  confoles  his  vanity  by 
turning  faint ;  and  on  that  fcore  draws  to  himfclf  a 
greater  degree  of  confideratlon  than  perhaps  he  en- 
joyed as  a  man  of  rank  and  fortune.  In  purfult  of 
this  objeft,  thoufands  make  vows  of  aufterlty,  and 
renounce  the  world.  Clothed  In  fklns,  they  wander 
as  mendicants,  or  retire  to  the  forefts,  and  fubfift  on 

wild 


^^ 
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wild  fruits,  or  the  roots  of  plants.  V\/'hen  fuch  a 
refolution  is  taken,  it  is  irrevocable  ;  the  fevereft 
punishments  arc  inflifted  on  fuch  as  retract  their 
vows,  or  return  to  fociety. 


These  hermits  are  confidered  as  actually  dead ; 
their  property  is  di'v'ided  among  their  relations,  and 
the  funeral  obfequies  are  performed  to  their  manes* 
In  ancient  times,  the  age  of  forty  or  fifty  years  was 
the  period  of  taking  this  vow  ;  the  difcharge  of, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  confer  the  highefl  degree  or 
perfeftion  to  which  in  this  life  a  man  could  attain* 
The  bodily  pains  inflided  on  themfelves  by  the 
anchorets  of  this  country,  from  their  whimfical  na- 
ture and  their  feverity,  are  at  once  repugnant  to  rea- 
fon,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  credibility.  They 
only  who  have  feen  the  horrid  fcenes  difplayed  at 
certain  Hindoo  feftivals,  will  be  able  to  form  a  con- 
ception of  the  extravagances  which  fuperftition  can 
dictate,  or  of  the  fufFerings  which  fortitude  can 
endure. 


I 


SECT. 


SECT.  XVIIL 


t?.ES£MBLANCE  BETWEEN  THE  JEWISH  AND  HINDOO 

RITES 


Calcutta,  Dec.  179S. 

That  there  fhould  be  a  refemblance  in  the  laws  and 
Ufages  of  nations  in  a  fimilar  ftate  of  improvement^ 
lis  what  we  are  led  to  expefl  equally  by  hiftory,  and 
common  refleftion.  The  fmgular  eoincidence  be^ 
tween  many  of  the  Hindoo  cufloms  and  thofe  of  the 
Jews  recurs  too  frequently,  and  with  too  clofe  a  re- 
femblance to  have  arifen  folely  from  this  caufe.  If 
men  originally  fprung  from  one  common  (lock,  and 
we  are  told  that  they  did ;  their  primitive  inflitutions, 
would  mJgrate  along  with  every  tribe  at  its  removal 
from  the  parent  country.  The  farther,  therefore, 
that  men  are  traced,  and  the -nearer  you  approach 
to  the  original  (lock,  the  greater  fimiliarity  muft  be 
Vol.  I.  L  found 
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found  in  their  cuftoms.  The  Hindoo  fcriptures  and 
our  own,  are  the  moft  ancient  records  yet  known : 
the  laws  in  each  code  are  in  fome  cafes  exactly  the 
fame  ;  and  in  many  they  are  fmiilar  :  were  other  re- 
cords Rill  more  ancient  to  be  difcovered  'tis  poffible 
that  thefe  would  difplay  a  ftill  ftronger  refemblance, 
till  we  at  laft  arrived  at  the  hiftory  of  one  primary 
and  individual  people. 

The  doftrine  of  the  tranfmigration  feems  to  have 
been  embraced  by  the  difciples  of  Mofes,  and  of  y 
Menu  ;  and  as  this  was  conhdered  as  a  flate  of  ex- 
piation, the  prayers  of  a  man's  pollerity  were  believ- 
ed to  operate  in  behalf  of  their  fuifering  anceftor,  and 
to  render  his  purification,  more  expeditious  and  lefs. 
painful.  Hence  the  cullom  of  adopting  a  child  was 
pradifed,  with  a  vievv^  to  this  very  end  perhaps,  in 
both  countries.  The  duty  of  leaving  a  fon  is  fo  fa- 
cred  and  indifpenfible  among  the  Hindoos,  that  a  fe- 
cond  and  evgi  a  third  wife  is  allowed,  if  there  Avas- 
no  child  by  the  firft  *.  Polygamy  was  pradifed  by 
the  Jews,  and  alfo  concubinage,  but  this  is  too  com- 
mon a  cuftom  among  the  eaftern  nations  to  found  any 
argument  of  their  conneclion. 

The  neceflity  of  leaving  a  fon,  to  perform  thefe 
duties,  dilated  that  cuftom  of  proereating  a  child  orij 

the 

*    And    the    maid    (Ellher)  Avas   fair  and    beautiful;    whot 
Mordecai,  when  her  father  and  mother  were  dead,  adopted  fpi^ 
llJs.own  d^au^hter.     Eil.  ii.  7. 
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the  widow  of  a  deceafed  brother  who  had  left  no 
offspring.  This^  conneclion  is  only  permitted  in  the 
Hindoo  fyftem,  not  enjoined ;  and  mufl:  ceafe  as  foon 
as  the  objecl  is  obtained  *  :  In  the  Jewifh  law  the 
duty  of  raijing  up  feed  to  a  deceafed  brother,  is  matter 
of  pofitive  precept,  the  negle(5t  of  which  feems  to 
have  incurred  no  fmall  degree  of  infamy  f. 

The  ceremonies  at  marriage  are  extremely  various 
and  complex  in  the  Hindoo  code,  which  permits 
eight  different  forms,  all  affecting  the  rank  of  the 
parties,  and  their  progeny  differently.  In  fome  of 
thefe  forms,  the  contraft  is  made  by  giving  prefents 
to  the  parents  of  the  bride,  a  pradice  which  feems  to 
be  a  remnant  of  the  cuftom  of  purchafmg  wives,  fo 
frequent  among  rude  nations  \.  This  pradice  ob- 
tained among  the  Jews  in  the  early  periods  of  their 
hiftory,  v^^hen  we  find  Jacob  ferving  for  both  the 
daughters  of  Laban. 

The  intermarriages  of  different  ranks   are   per- 
mitted in  the  Hindoo  fyftem  y  but  fuch  are  always 

L  2  -        deemed 

*   He  who  lafcivioufly  dallies  with  the  widow  of  a  deceafed 
other,  though  fhe  be  legally  married  to  him  is  difgraeed.     Ch. 
jiii.  V.  173. 

f  Then  fhall  his  brother's  widow  loofe  the  (hoe  from  off  big- 
ot,and  fpit  in  his  face  j  and  fhall  anfwcr  and  fay,  fo-  fhall  it 
jbe   done   unto   that  man   that   will  not  build  up  his  brother'^ 
ufc.     Deut.  XXV.  f). 

X  Vide  Neh.  xii.  2S. 
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deemed  difgraceful,  and  vitiate  the  offspring  which 
is  degraded.  The  tribes  of  the  Jews  are  kept  dif- 
tinft,  as  well  as  the  cafts  of  the  Indians,  the  daugh- 
ters of  Zelophehad  are  ordered  to  marry  in  their 
own  tribe ;  and  priefls  who  could  not  fhew  their  ge- 
nealogy, or  who  married  a  ftranger,  were  confidered 
Jis  polluted,  and  were  degraded  from  their  office  *. 

THh  laws  of  the  fcige  IVIenu,  like  thofe  of  greater 
part  of  the  eaflern  legiflators,  fpeak  of  the  female 
fex  in  terms  that,  according  to  European  notions, 
would  be  deemed  highly  difrefpeftful  ;  and  what 
does  no  great  credit  to  his  confiftency,  he  requires 
from  the  fex  a  conduct  more  corred  and  decorous, 
than  can  be  hoped  for  from  an  ordinary  fhare  of 
judgment  and  circumfpeftion.  When  legiflating  for 
the  fex,  this  oracle  obferves,  that  "  Through  their 
paffion  for  men,  their  mutable  temper,  their  want 
of  fettled  affeftion,  and  their  perverfe  nature,  let 
them  be  guarded  in  this  world  ever  fo  wtII,  they 
"  foon  become  alienated  from  their  hufhands.  " — 
"  Women  have  no  bufmefs  with  the  Veda  ;  thus  is 
"  the  law  fully  fettled:  having  therefore  no  evidence 
"  of  law,  and  no  knowledge  of  expiatory  texts,  fm- 
"  ful  women  muff  be  as  foul  as  falfebcod  itfelf f." 

Yi-T 

,  *  Amonjj  the  early  Romans  marriage  was  contrafled  in  three 
ways ;  coemptionc,  confariatione,  et  ufu. 

f  Menu,  ch.  ix.  v.  15,  Sec. 


cc 
ii 
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Yet  with  all  thefe  bad  qualities  they  are  expected 
to  remain  conflant  in  their  own  houfe,  and  are  not 
even  "  to  laugh  without  covering  the  face  with  a 
"  veil.  Unfealbnable  fleep,  rambling  abroad,  dwel- 
"  ling  in  the  houfe  of  another,  are  declared  crimes 
"  vrhich  bring  infamy  upon  their  hufbands.  "  They 
are  declared  to  be  always  in  a  (late  of  dependence  or 
pupilage  ;  firfl  in  the  houfe  of  their  father,  afterwards 
in  that  of  their  hufband,  and  laftly  in  that  of  their 
fon. 

Barrenntss,  bearing  fem.ale  children,  being  dif- 
€afed,  are  deemed  fufficient  caufes  of  fuoerfedinof  a 
wife  and  marrying  another.  So  little  confidence  do 
they  place  in  their  virtue,  that  fpealdng  to,  or  fitting 
upon  the  fame  couch  with  a  man,  are  declared  to  be 
adulterous  ads,  and  feverely  puniihable;  actual  adul- 
tery if  committed  with  a  perfon  of  birth  incurs 
death. 

Barrenness  in  a  married  woman  is  confidered  as 
a  great  misfortune,  equally  in  the  Jewilii  and  Indian 
code;  in  both,  the  eldeft  fon  obtained  certain  rights 
by  the  priority  of  his  birth.  In  the  Jewifh  law  the 
firft  born  was  confidered  as  facred,  and  was  redeem- 
ed. The  Hindoo  philofopher  grants  him  the  fole 
right  of  invoking  the  gods,  and  offering  oblations  to 
the  manes  in  the  Sradha.  A  double  portion  of 
the  inheritance  is  declared  the  legal  right  of  the 
iirll  born  in  both  fydems  ;  but  among  the  Hindoos 

L  3  there 
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-there  are  many  modifications  of  this  rule,  according 
Xo  the  virtue  of  the  fon,  or  the  rank  of  his  mother. 

That  whole  title  of  law  relating  to  defilements, 
and  the  means  of  removing  it,  bears  a  ftrong  fmii- 
larity  among  both  nations :  and  this  part  ot  their 
fuperftition  feems  of  every  othitr  to  have  made  the 
mod  indelible  imprellion  upon  the  minds  of  both. 
The  modern  Jews  are  as  pundilious  with  regard  to 
the  killing  of  meat,  its  kind,  the  pcrfon  who  drelTes 
it,  as  their  anceifors  were  two  thoufand  years  ago. 
The  fird  teachers  of  chriflianity,  who  intended  to 
promulgate  a  fyflem  of  morais  inftead  of  ritual  obfer- 
vances,  had  great  difficulty  in  recalling  their  attenr 
lion  from  the  obfervance  of  days  and  of  afcetic  devo- 
tion. It  feems  to  have  been  of  all  things  the  molt 
difficult  to  perfuade  them  that  true  holinefs  confifted 
not  of  "  meats  nor  of  drinks,"  but  "  in  righteoufnefs, 
peace  and  joy."  Their  obftinate  adherence  to  thefe 
particulars  feems  the  very  circumllance  which  every 
where  preferves  the  Jews  a  diHinct  people,  though 
diiperfed  throughout  every  part  of  the  world.  When 
the  Hindoos  are  removed,  as  at  Aitracan,  they  re- 
main equally  fecluded  and  diftincl. 

In  both  fyftem^s  all  forbidden  meats  induce  im- 
purity. All  fielh  meat  is  rigidly  forbidden  the  Hin- 
doo as  his  ordinary  food,  but  fuch  animals  as  are 
declared  clean,  (which  are  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe 
permitted  to  the  Jews)  might  be  legally  killed  for 
~  .      facrifice  5 
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facrifice ;  and  on  that  occafion  they  might  be  eaten 
meritorioully  *. 

Other  objecls  of  defilement,  fuch  as  a  dead  body, 
an  unclean  perfon,  a  woman  after  childbirth,  in  her 
menfes,  a  man  after  an  impure  dream,  with  various 
others  are  exactly  the  fame,  and  the  methods  of  pu- 
rification are  alfo  nmilar. 

What  we  are  leaft  prepared  to  expedl  in  the  hif-  ' 
torv  of  the  two  countries,  at  prefent  under  our  review, 
is  a  refemblance  in  their  worlhip  and  religious  cere- 
monies. The  great  and  peculiar  objed:  of  the  Jewifli 
fyfleni  was  to  inculcate  monotheifm,  and  to  eftablifii 
a  nation  with  feled  rites  ;  and  here  it  mull  be  ac- 
knowledged that  the  notions  taught  by  the  Hindoo 
fyftem  fall  infinitely  fhort  of  that  fublimity  of  truth 
and  dignity  which  the  Jewiih  fcriptures  inculcate  up- 
on this  fubjeft. 

The  Supreme  Being  is  depifted  in  the  former, 
with  vague  and  indillincl  attributes  ;  the  actions  im- 
puted to  him  in  the  creation  and  government  of  the 
world,  are  often  puerile  and  abfurd  ;  and  wordiip  is 
never  mentioned  as  exclufively  due  to  him.  Anceftors 
and  deities  are  the  objed:s  of  daily  reverence  in  the 
"facrifices  of  the  Hindoo,  but  he  has  no  infcitution  in 

L  4  honour 

*  On  a  folemn  ofFeiing  to  a  gueft,  at  facrifice,  and  in  holy 
rites  to  the  manes  or  the  gods;  but  on  thtte  occafions  only, 
may  cattle  be  flain  :  this  law  Menu  enabled.     Ch,  vi.  v.  41. 
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honour  of  one  Supreme  God,  entitled  to  the  exclu-  ' 
five  hoinjige  of  manldnd. 

After  inarkmg  this  eiTential  difference,  it  is  jufl  to 
obfcrve,  that  the  Hturgies  of  both  fyftems  bear  in  o- 
thcr  particulars  a  clofe  reJ'embiance.  There  are  fimi- 
lar  altars,  the  fame  incenfe  and  ofierings,  and  the  re-(  li 
fpetl  of  the  worfnipper  at  b6th  was  expreffed  by  fimi- 
lar  acts.  The  Jews  had  in  the  fervice  of  their  temple  ll 
dancing  and  fmging  women,  who  had  a  regular 
maintenance  from  the  public  funds  of  the  church  *. 
There  is  the  fame  eftablilhment  at  prefent  in  all  the 
confiderable  temples  of  the  Deccan  f. 

The  fervants  of  the  altar,  v/ere,  in  each  country, 
chofen  only  from  one  particular  tribe,  which  was  in- 
veiled  with  high  rank,  and  fupported  by  a  fixed  con- 
tribution from  the  refl  of  the  inhabitants.  Certain 
particular  a6ts  were  neceffary  before  a  perfon  of  the 
prieflly  rank  could  perform  any  religious  office.  In- 
vefliturc  with  the  facred  firing,  a  girdle  and  a  ftaff  on 
his  fixteenth  year,  were  neceffary  to  the  confecration 
of  a  priefh  The  twice-born  all  underwent  at  certain 
periods  a  fpecies  of  confecration  which  conflituted 
their  fecoiid  birth  ;    and  in  confeouence  of  it  they 

enjoyed 

*  And  all  Ifrael  in  the  days  of  Zerubbabel,  and  in  the  dap 
of  Nchemiah,  gave  the  portions  of  the  fingers,  and  the  porter 
every  day  his  portion.     Neh.  xii.  47. 

•\  lylenvi,  ch,  ii.  v.  38,  et  infra,         Exod,  xxxi.  10. 
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enjoyed  peculiar  privileges  ever  after  in  the  eye  of 
the  law.  The  Jewifh  ritual  mentions  the  "  confe- 
cration  of  the  priefts,  the  clothes  of  fervice,  and  the 
holy  garments.' 


>> 


The  code  of  Menu  makes  frequent  mention  of 
the  twice^  born,  which  confift  of  fuch  of  the  three 
higher  clalTes  as  have  been  invefled  with  the  facrifical 
thread.  The  language  of  the  New  Teftament, 
which  metaphorically  uies  the  phrafes  of  "  regene- 
ration, and  being  begotten  and  born  again,"  moil 
probably  alluded  to  feme  of  the  Jewifh  rites  that 
were  analogous  to  thofe  of  Menu. 

But  the  deviations  of  the  Jews  from  the  worfhip 
prefcribed  in  their  law  were  frequent.  Their  wor- 
fliip  of  images,  and  falfe  gods,  in  the  groves  and 
high  places,  is  charged  againft  them  on  many  occa- 
fions*  :  thefe  were  the  praftices  of  the  furrounding 
nations.  They  inuft  recur  to  every  perfon's  mind 
who  has  obferved  the  multitude  of  Hindoo  iman^es 
upon  fome  of  the  rocks  on  the  Ganges,  and  beneath 
the  fliade  of  large  trees.  The  houlehold  gods  which 
were  flolen  from  Laban  by  his  daughter,  probably 
refembled  thofe  fmall  images,  particularly  of  the 
calf,  of  which  the  Hindoos  are  ftill  fo  fond,  and  be- 
fore 


Judges,  chap.  vi. 
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fore  which    you  fee  them    proftrating    themfelves 
daily*. 

From  a  coincidence  of  the  cultoms  of  thefe  na- 
tions in  fo  many  various  and  detached  particulars, 
it  is  probable  that  through  all  the  warmer  climates 
of  Afia,  a  confiderable  fimilarity  obtains  in  the  man- 
ners of  every  nation  ;  and  from  the  fingular  {lability 
and  permanency  of  their  inftitutions,  a  minute  exa- 
mination of  them  at  the  prefent  moment  will  tend  to 
eftablilli  the  truth  of  ancient  hiflory. 


<>>. 


The  Jewifh  and  Hindoo  fcrlptures  mutually  illut 
trate  and  confirm  the  authenticity  of  each  other; 
and  the  prefent  cuftoms  of  the  Afiatics  proving  fo 
perfedly  fimilar  to  what  we.  find  related  in  both, 
adds  greatly  to  the  credibility  of  either,  as  leafl  as  a 

faith- 

*  The  people  here  are  guided  by  falfe  prophets,  and  dreamers 
of  dreams,  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  we  are  told  th^  Jew5 
were.f .  A  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Benares  lately 
wifhed  to  have  a  place  of  worlhip  removed  from  the  vicinity 
of  his  houfe.  He  confulted  the  Brahmins  whether  it  could 
be  done,  and  came  forward  with  a  liberal  offer.  He  receiv- 
ed no  immediate  anfwer,  but  one  of  their  number  gave  out 
that  he  had  a  place  of  greater  fanfticy  for  the  poojah,  reveal- 
ed to  him  in  a  dream.  The  people  gave  hwn  implicit  credit, 
removed  the  pagoda,  and  the  prieft  received  his  nromifed  re- 
ward from  the  perfon  for  whofe  accomm.odation  the  dream  had 
been  fent. 

*^  Deut,  xiii.  lO* 


■;;: 
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faithful  record  of  manners.  Parts  of  the  Jewifh 
hiftory,  from  their  oppofition  to  European  man- 
ners, and  their  repugnance  to  our  ideas,  have 
been  held  up  as  objedions  to  the  authenticity  of  thefe 
records ;  on  many  of  thefe  the  Hindoo  records  be- 
llow the  fuUeft  credibility. 

That  fevere  law  which  ordained  a  wom.an  to  be 
floned  to  death,  who  on  marriage  did  not  difcover 
the  "  tokens  of  virginity,'*  is  invefted  with  the  fulled 
authenticity  by  perufmg  the  Hindoo  code :  In  this 
we  obfen^e  fevere  inflictions  in  the  fame  circum- 
Itances  ;  and  a  whole  chapter  of  regulations  is  de- 
voted to  afcertain  the  punimment  of  thofe  offences 
by  which  thefe  tokens  may  be  deftroyed*. 

In  the  fame  manner,  from  the  peculiarity  of  the 
Jev/ifh  manners,  and  from  the  great  damage  fuppofed 
to  be  fuflained  from  eating  impure  food,  it  was  cri- 
minal to  offer  it :  and  fmce  chaftity  in  a  woman  was 
fo  effential  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  to  afperfe  her  on 
that  head  was  puniflied  with  a  fevere  fine.  The  in- 
ftitutions  of  the  Brahmins  upon  thefe  points  are 
perfe6liy  fimilar :  whoever  caufed  a  prieft  to  eat  im- 
pure food,  or  drink  wine,  is  fined,  and  in  certain 
cafes  is  put  to  death f  ;  nor  is  he  treated  v^ath  lefs 
feverity  who  falfely  afperfes  the  chaftity  of  a  wo- 
inan's  condud. 

From 

*  Vide  Gcntoo  Laws,  chap.  20.  fed.  5.  nalTira. 
f  Idem,  chap.  11.  fedt.  6, 
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From  thefe  numerous  coincidences  of  the  man- 
ners  and  writings  of  the  natives  of  this  country  with 
thofe  of  the  antient  Jews,  it  has  been  fuppofed  tliat 
in  fome  former  period  an  intercourfe  was  maintained 
between  them.     This  fome  have  concluded  to  have 
taken  place  during  their  abode  in  Egypt ;    others, 
with  greater  probability,  have  imagined  that  their  in- 
tercourfe arofe  from  the  refidence  of  the  Jews  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Babylonifh   kings,  who  then  pof- 
felTed  the  countries  bordering  upon  Hindoflan,  as  we 
are  informed  by  the  facred  books  :  "  Now,  it  came 
to  pafs,  in  the  days  of  Ahafuerus,  (this  is  Ahafuerus 
which  reigned  from  India  even  unto  Ethiopia,   over 
_an  hundred  and  feven  and  twenty  provinces,  &c.*  '* 


*  This  pafTage  explains  the  caufe  of  the  elevation  of  a  Jcwefs, 
Efther,  to  the  Perfian  throne.     Vide  Eft.  ch.  i.  v.  i. 
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THE  AUTHORITY  CLAIMED  BY  THE  BRAHMIN& 


Cakutia,  Lee.  1798. 

The  facred  books  of  the  Hindoos*  comprehend  a 
more  voluminous  fyflem  of  law,  theology  and  moral 
fcience,  than  thofe  of  any  other  nation :  the  mytho- 
logy of  the  Egyptians,  Greeks,  and  Romans,  feems 
only  detached  fhreds,  when  compared  with  thefe  com- 
pendious volumes. 

It  regulates  not  only  the  interior  economy  of 
every  private  family,  but  contains  the  whole  fyftem 

of 

*  A  small  portion  of  them  only  has  yet  been  translated ;  a 
compilation  by  certain  Brahmins,  collected  at  Calcutta  by 
Governor  Hastings,  and  rendered  by  Mr  Halhed  into  English, 
under  the  title  of  '  A  Code  of  Gentoo  Laws  j'  another  portion 
containing  '  the  Institutes  of  Menu,'  has  been  translated  by  Sir 
W.  Jones.  In  the  observations  here  o;7ered,  these  sources  of 
information  are  referred  to  as  authentic. 
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of  jurifprudence,  by  which  property  is  held,  and  the 
rules  by  which  government  itfelf  is  adminiftered. |» 
The  Hindoos  believe  thefe  books  to  contain  trea-B 
fures  of  infpired  wifdom,  and  they  confiftently  fub-B 
mit  to  their  ordination  the  whole  ftructure  of  fociety,| 
and  the  regulation  of  every  part  of  it.  Hi 


The  whole  muft,  however,  be  regarded  as  the 
moft  complete  fyftem  of  prieflcraft  ever  erefted  for 
the  fubjugation  of  mankind.  Knowledge,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  mud  always  acquire  an  afcendant  Hi 
over  timidity  and  ignorance ;  and  the  chief  pecu- 
liarity difplayed  by  the  Afiatic  nations  is  the  lofty  and 
impofmg  tone  which  it  alTumes,  and  the  fubmiffive 
tamenefs  and  credulity  with  which  every  pretenfioil 
to  it  is  received  by  tlie  people. 

The  fupreme  powers,  Legiflative,  Executive,  and 
Judicial,  feem,  under  the  Hindoo  governments,  to^ 
have  been  retained  originally  in  the  hands  of  the 
Brahmins.  By  them,  the  prince  is  ftyled  the  magi- 
flrate,  and  his  powers  in  every  department  are  mark- 
ed out  by  the  priefthood  in  the  facred  books,  the  in- 
terpretation, and  perhaps  the  compofition  of  which, 
was  exclufively  claimed  by  their  order. 

Menu,  the  fon  of  God,  himfelf  a  divine  perfon,: 
pubhllies  by  them  his  authoritative  commands,    to 
which  the  monarch  feems  to  have  been  fubjefted  as 
much  as  any  of  the  people.     Government  is  in  the 
llriftert  fcnfe  thcocratical ;  the  Brahmins  adminifler 

3  it 
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t,  and  are  declared  in  the  Scripture  "  to  be  by  right 
:he  chief  of  the  whole  creation*."  The  very  birth 
)f  a  Brahmin  is  a  conftant  incarnation  of  the  God  of 
fuftice  :  when  a  Brahmin  fprings  to  light,  he  is  born 
ibove  the  world,  the  chief  of  all  creatures,  affigned 
to  guard  the  treafury  of  duties,  religious  and  civil  f. 


The  world  and  every  thing  it  contains  is  declared 
jto  belong  in  fubftance  to  this  order,  for  whom  it  is 
jaflerted  to  have  been  created  ;  and  "  through  the 
jbenevolence  of  the  Brahmin  other  mortals  enjov 
'lifb{." 

These  claims,  lofty  as  they  certainly  are,  were 
not,  perhaps,  ill-fuited  or  difproportioned  to  the  lim- 
plicity  of  thofe  upon  whom  they  were  made ;  nor  is 
it  furprifmg  that  the  Brahmins  interfered  in  the  le- 
giflature,  and  all  the  functions  of  government. 

By  the  Sacred  Books,  the  magiftrate  is  not  only 
diredled  when  and  bow  he  fhall  make  war ;  but  in 
the  raifmg  and  difcipline  of  armies  ;  and  the  choice  of 
all  his  fervants,  from  the  higheft  officer  of  ftate  to 
the  loweil  menial  attendant.  Hs  is  allowed  no  ex- 
clufive  or  individual  power,  but  is  directed  to  choofe 
a  certain  number  of  counfellors,  and  "  to  one  learned 
Brahmin  diflingulfiicd  among  them  all,  he  is  charged 

to 

*  Menu,  chap.  i.  v.  93,  f   Ide:n,  v.  98,  99, 

%  Idem,  chap.  v.  loi. 
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to   impart  his  momentous  counfel,  and  to  intriift  to*; 
him  with  fall  confidence  all  tranfacliom* .''^ 

The  place  of  his  refidence,  and  the  choice  of  his 
umbafTadors,  are  not  committed  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  prince  ;  his  inftruftions  defcend  even  to  the  no- 
mination of  a  domeftki  priefl,  and  to  the  payment  of 
his  menial  fervantsf.  TKs  quantum  of  taxes  to  be 
impofed  on  each  clafs  of  inhabitants,  is  fixed  with 
confiderable  precifion  ;  different  proportions  of  re- 
venue are  to  be  drawn  from  merchandize,  from 
agriculture,  and  from  manual  labour,  all  fpecified 
with  a  particularity  that  feems  almofl  to  preclude 
difcretionary  power  in  that  important  branch  of  pre- 
rogative. Upon  the  Bramin,  however,  no  tax  what- 
'  ever  can  be  impofed  :  even  in  the  cafe  of  crimes  and 
confifcation,  none  of  his  property  can  ever  be  feized 
by  the  prophane  hands  of  the  magiflrate.  It  muft 
go  to  the  priefthood  ;  "  for  a  king,  though  dying 
with  want,  muft  not  receive  any  tax  from  a  Brahmim 
learned  in  the  Vedas.'* 

The  priefthood  is  not  only   exempted  from  all 

''  contribution  to  the  fuppcrt  of  government,    but  a 

fupport    from  the   flate  is  decreed    for  them ;    all 

ranks  are  enjoined  to  make  them  prefents,  the  merit 

of 


*   Menu,  chap.  vii.  v.  58,  59. 

f  One  ana  a  day  as  ivages,  aie  specified,  v.  I  34, 
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6f  which  is  declared  in  certain  cafes  to  be  infinite  5 
and  in  all,  better  than  offerings  of  holy  fire*. 

The  facrifices  of  the  king  are  always  to  be  ac- 
companied with  gifts  of  different  kinds  to  the  Brah- 
mins, befides  their  legal  provifion  from  the  ftate. 
The  judicial  power  feems  to  have  been  veiled  in  this 
lorder ;  for  though  the  king  was  allowed  to  decide 
'caufes  perfonally,  as  in  the  feudal  monarchies  of 
{Europe,  he  was  always  obliged  to  be  counfelled  by 
Ithe  Brahmins  ;  and  when  not  prefent,  the  whole  ju- 
jdicial  power  was  exercifed  by  this  order. 

The  Hindoo  governments  feem  then  to  have  been 
jhierarchical,  in  the  ftri^left  fenfe  of  the  word  :  whe- 
jther  the  priefts  pretended  to  receive  their  commands 
from  Menu  or  Brigha,  they  were  always  abfolute 
over  the  people,  who  were  as  effeftually  ruled  by 
them  as  the  Romans  were  by  Romulus  when  tutor- 
ed by  Egeria. 

That  we  do  not  now  fee  the  Brahminical  hier- 
archy in  this  plenitude  of  power,  muff  be  afcribed  to 
the  conquell  of  the  country  by  a  people  hoflile  toi 
this  fyftem. 

Vol.  I.  M  ii< 


"*  Menu,  ch.  vii.  v,  Sr-. 
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In  every  thing,  not  relating  to  government,  its  in- 
fluence feems  as  powerful  as  ever :  its  dictates  are  as 
abfoluteiy  binding  upon  the  Hindoo  in  his  eating, 
drinking,  ablutions,  and  every  part  of  his  behaviour, 
as  the  decrees  of  fate.  In  Thibet,  where  the  Chinefe 
government  hai^  made  but  few  encroachments  on  the 
independence  of  that  country,  the  Lama  is  not  only 
a  prince  and  king,  but  a  Deity,  worfhipped  by  vaft 
multitudes,  even  beyond  the  limits  of  his  territory. 

At  whatever  time  the  Sacred  Books  of  the  Hin- 
doos were  written,  they  contain  numberlefs  allufions 
to  a  ftate  of  fociety  confiderably  advanced  in  the 
arts  of  life :  they  mention  towns  of  eight  cofs  in 
length,  or  fixteen  miles,  a  circumflance  which  im- 
plies a  degree  of  population  far  exceeding  that  of  the 
Jewifli  nation  at  any  period  of  their  hiflory*.  They 
eftablifli  a  jus  gentium,  or  law  of  nations,  more  hu- 
mane and  refined  than  has  ever  been  adopted  by  any 
people  in  the  firll  ftages  of  their  union.  Every  man 
is  forbidden  to  flrike  his  foe  with  fharp  arms  con- 
cealed in  wood  ;  with  arrows  mifchievouily  barbed  ; 
with  poifoned  arrows,  or  with  darts  blazing  with 
fire :  he  is  forbid  to  flrike  his  enemy  when  alighted 
from  his  car,  when  he  fues  for  life  with  clofed  palms, 
when  he  is  afleep,  or  when  he  has  lofl  his  coat  of 

mail* 


*  Mention  is  made  of  officers  commanding  an  hundred,  and 
oflicers  a  .thousand  towns. 
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mail  *.  Prifoners,  it  is  true,  were  made  flaves,  but 
this  was  allowed  in  the  brighteft  periods  of  the  Ro- 
man hiflory. 

Their  tolerance  for  the  vanquiflied  in  matters  of 
religion,  feems  far  to  outdo  the  indulgence  of  pagan- 
ifm  itfelf ;  though  impartial  hiftory  has  declared  it 
more  accommodating  than  the  Theifm  either  of  the 
Jews,  Chriftians,  or  Mahomedans.  A  belief  of  the 
unity  of  Deity,  according  to  Mr  Hume,  as  it  im- 
plies the  falfehood  of  all  other  fyftems,  leads  to  in- 
tolerance towards  their  abettors,  as  infu Iters  of  the 
majefly  of  the  Supreme  Being,  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  Romans  generally  permitted  the  conquered  the 
worfhip  of  their  deities,  and  had  on  fome  occafions 
the  complacency  to  aflbciate  them  with  their  own. 
This  higheft  condefcenfion  of  European  conquerors 
is  flridly  enjoined  by  every  Hindoo  prince,  wh-o  is 
commanded,  after  conquering  a  country,  to  refped 
the  deities  adored  in  it,  and  their  virtuous  priefts  ;  he 
is  bound  alfo  to  eftablifh  the  laws  of  the  conquered. 
nation  as  declared  in  their  books  f. 

This  injundion  of  their  Scripture  is  not  merely  a- 
fpeculative  point  of  faith  with  the  Hindoo,  but  ac- 
tuates his  condud.     Numbers  liflen  with  filent  re- 

M  2  fpedl 

*  The  cases  mentioned  are  more  numerous,  and  breathe 
::jreater  humanity  than  is  practised  at  present  by  any  people, 

f  Menu,  chap.  vH.  v.  20  r,  20 2v 
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fpe6t  to  the  Chriftians  and  Mahomedans,  when 
worfhipping  a  Deity  to  them  unknown  :  their,  con- 
dud  he  deems  pious  and  commendable  ;  and  their 
fyftem,  however  good,  the  Hindoo  is  fatisfied  mufl: 
be  inferior  to  that  perfed  wifdom  which  breathes 
in  his  own. 


SECT. 


SECT.  XX 


:ECULIARITIES  OF  THE  MUSSELMANS— TH;i:IR  CHARACTER 


Calcutta,  Jan.  1798. 

The  Mahomedans,  by  whom  the  penlnfula  of  Hin-r 
doflan  was  fo  long  held  in  fubjecllon,  are  ftill  a  nu- 
merous race*,  and  preferve  a  remarkable  dllFerence 
in  their  character  and  manners  as  well  as  their  relir 
gion.  By  the  latter  they  are  laid  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  early  marriage,  and  this  circumflance  per- 
haps is  the  caufe  of  that  diifolute  condud  with  which 
both  fexes  are  fo  generally  charged.  By  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  females  who  live  by  proftitution, 
and  in  India  they  are  very  numerous,  belong  to  the 
Mahomedan  race.  The  men  are,  if  poffible,  ftill 
more  univerfally  difTolute  ;  fo  that  from  a  premature 
and  exceflive  wafte  of  their  ftreiigth  they  are  foou 
'overtaken  by  the  debility  of  age. 

'  M  3  They- 

*  Some  s?.y  the  tenth  part  of  the  \Yhole  inhabitants. 
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Th  :  Y  are,  notwithfianding  the  prohibition  of  their 
religion,  often  addided  to  intoxication,  by  taking 
fpirits  and  opium,  or  the  exceflive  uie  of  tobacco. 
Unaccuftomed  to  reft  rain  their  incHnations,  they  are 
proud,  iralcible,  and  vindiftive.  A  few  of  them  are 
gener:'ily  employed  as  domeflics,  in  waiting  at  the 
table,  or  in  the  occupation  of  cookery,  duties  which 
the  Hindoos,  from  fuperflition,  are  unwilling  to  per- 
form :  many  enlill:  in  the  native  battalions ;  but 
whatever  ftation  they  occupy,  they  are  far  more  in- 
folent  and  troublefome  than  four  times  their  number 
of  heathens.  You  can  by  no  means  repofe  in  a 
Mulfclman  the  fame  degree  of  trull  that  you  fafely 
confide  in  a  Hindoo ;  his  fubordination  mud  be 
more  rigid  and  unremitting. 

Though  their  faith  be  theifm,  and  a  much 
nearer  approach  to  our  ftandard  of  religious  opi-» 
nions,  than  the  popular  creed  of  the  other  natives, 
it  does  not  appear  that  they  are  profited  in  their 
moral  conduct  by  this  circiimftance  :  not  one  in  an 
hundred  is  able  to  read  his  own  Scriptures ;  and  the 
nun^ber  able  to  profit  by  what  they  read  is  flill  much 
lefs  coniiderable.  The  idea  therefore  entertained  by 
fome  of  our  divines,  thai:  ihe  progrefs  of  Iflamifm 
over  fo  great  a  part  of  the  world,  is  likely  to  pave 
the  way  for  that  of  Chriilianity,  is  rather  to  be  re-, 
garded  as  a  fond  conjedure,  than  a  fad  at  all  efla- 
bhflied  by  experience.  The  Coran,  it  is  true,  al- 
lows coniiderable  authority  to  our  facred  records, 
and  acknowledges  the  truth  of  Christ's  miffion  as 

a 
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fubordinate  prophet ;  but  this  has  never  influenced 
the  conduA  of  Muffelmans  with  lenity,  or  even  for- 
bearance to  thofe  of  that  perfuafion.  Every  fyftem 
<iifFering  from  their  ov^^n,  is  regarded  vt^ith  equal  ab- 
horrence and  contempt. 

Hence  has  arifen  that  perfecuting  and  fanatical 
fpirit,  which  has  ever  marked  the  condu£l  of   this 
people,  whofe  cruelties  in  attempting  to  convert  the 
Hindoos,    cannot  be  contemplated  without  horror. 
Even  v/here  his  religion  is  not  concerned,  the  man- 
ners of  the  moorman  are  frequently  charaderifed  by 
brutality.     The  treatment  of  the   Britifli  prifoners 
taken  by  Hyder  Ally,    is  perhaps   unexampled  for 
deliberate  and  unprovoked  cruelty,  in  the  annals  oi 
hiftory.    Some  of  the  otlicers,  after  languifhing  many 
years  in  prifon,  where  they  were  loaded  with  irons 
like  the  vileft  criminals,  were  forced   upon  the  fad 
alternative  of  engaging  in  the  fervice  of  the  tyrant, 
or  of  dying  by  poiibn.     In  thefe  noifome  dungeons 
fome   died  of  famine,   many  were  driven  to  diffrac- 
tion by  defpair,  and  many  perifhed  by  difeafe.     In 
all  cafes  where  this  cruelty  proved  fatal,  the  vidims 
v/ere  denied  the  honour  of  a  grave ;    their  bodies 
were  thrown  out,   and  devoured  by  dogs  and  vul- 
tures.     The  particulars  of    thefe   enormities  were 
committed  to  writing  by  an  ofHcer  of  great  veracity, 
who  was  himfelf  one  of  the  few  who  furvived  the 
outrage  of  that  unrelenting  m.onfler*. 

M  4  That 

*  Vide  Memoirs  of  the  War,  &c. 
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That  contempt  for  learning,  with  which  thef(^ 
zealots  are  actuated,  perhaps  adds  to  the  ferocity  of 
their  difpofition ;  as  it  certainly  deftroys  every  prinr 
ciple  of  tolerance  and  liberality  to  fuch  as  follow 
a  different  fyllem  of  religious  faith.  The  privates 
taken  by  Hyder,  from  this  caufe,  fuffered  a  refine- 
ment of  cruelty,  equally  difgraceful  to  the  tyrant, 
and  degrading  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  were  the 
unhappy  vidims  of  it :  they  were  not  only  com- 
pelled to  enter  the  fervice,  but  to  undergo  the  painful 
initiatory  rite  to  the  religion  of  the  defpot. 

In  the  praftice  of  the  Mahomedan  worfhip,  there 
is  a  number  of  rites  equally  frivolous  and  unmeaning 
with  thofe  of  the  Hindoos  themfelves.  Some  of 
their  holiday  folemnities  are  difgraced  by  a  ferocity 
to  \v:hich  the  latter  are  happily  ftrangers.  The  pro- 
ceffion  at  the  Mohurram,  a  feflival  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  death  of  Hoflein  and  HalTen,  is  accom- 
panied with  gladiators,  who  fight  each  other  with 
daggers  and  fpears,  to  thv  great  edification  of  the 
brutal  multitude.  In  thefe  encounters,  which  lad 
for  ten  days,  blood  is  often  fhed,  and  feveral  lives 
loft  ;  for  the  tragedy  which  is  begun  in  fhow,  as  zeal 
becomes  more  ardent  and  ungovernable,  terminates 

often  in  all  the  horrors  of  reality. 

r  ■  ■      ,  ■ 

One  difference  between  the  Hindoo  and  Maho- 
medan fuperftition,  is  the  more  worthy  of  remark, 
becaufe   it  is  attended  with  very  important  confe- 
~  quences. 
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quences.  The  former,  fo  far  from  producing  a 
ipirit  of  profelytifm,  pofitively  admits  of  no  converts. 
Any  perfon  profeiTmg  a  regard  for  its  rites,  is  allow- 
ed to  obferve  them,  but  no  degree  of  fmcerity,  or 
even  zeal  in  thefe  profeffions,  will  entitle  him  to  any 
rank  in  fociety,  or  to  alTociate  even  with  the  lowed 
clafs.  All  religion,  according  to  them,  may  be  in 
feme  refpedis  true  and  acceptable  to  the  Deity,  but 
to  the  Hindoo  they  appear  fo  inferior  in  purity  to 
Jiis  own,  that  to  aflbciate  with  their  profeiTors  would 
pollute  and  degrade  him  forever, 

A  Hindoo  of  any  rank,  by  chaging  his  religion, 
entails  difgrace  not  only  on  himfelf,  but  on  all  his 
near  relations,  who  lofe  their  call,  and  .live  in  perpe- 
tual exclufion  from  fociety.  It  is  faid  that  one  in 
this  place  lately  made  application  to  a  chaplain  in 
order  to  be  baptifed,  from  this  vindictive  motive, 
after  having  quarrelled  with  his  relations.  The 
chaplain  very  properly  rejected  his  application  as  ut- 
terly repugnant  to  that  fyilem  which  he  meant  to 
embrace. 

The  MufTuIman  faith  is  in  all  thefe  particulars  di- 
reftly  the  reverfe.  The  converfion  of  a  heathen  is 
one  of  the  mofl  meritorious  aftions  a  Mahommedan 
can  perform  ;  and  there  are  no  means  however  cruel 
or  immoral,  which  are  not  regarded  as  fanctified  by 
this  holy  end :  hence  the  intolerant  zeal,  and  cruel 
perfetiitions  which  have  ever  marked  the  progrefs  of 
,Mahommedan  conqueiLS. 

The  si; 
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These  two  races  of  men,  after  living  fo  many- 
centuries  under  the  fame  government,  and  in  the 
fame  fociety,  gradually  approximate  in  many  of  their 
opinions,  and  in  fome  points  acquire  a  fimilarity  of 
manners.  The  MuiTulmans  in  the  fervice  of  Euro- 
peans, are  nearly  equally  faftidious  and  averfe  to  any 
work  which  they  conceive  out  of  their  routine  of 
duty,  under  the  pretence  of  its  being  incompatible 
with  their  caft.  The  man  who  dreffes  hair  will  feel 
himfclf  degraded  by  taking  charge  of  clothes  ;  and 
he  who  engages  for  the  latter  objeft,  will  for  no 
confideration  condefcend  to  fweep  the  floor.  The 
fervants  who  attend  the  table  are  conceived  to  move 
in  a  fphere  too  high  for  carrying  an  umbrella  or 
a  lamp  before  their  mailer.  This  faftidious  beha- 
viour gratifies  at  once  their  pride  and  their  indolence. 
Too  ignorant  to  conceive  that  there  can  be  turpi- 
tude in  aftions  not  immoral,  or  to  be  convinced  that 
real  worth  and  dignity  muft  arife  from  carefully  per- 
forming the  duties  of  their  ftation,  they  prove,  as 
fervants,  equally  faftidious,  and  lefs  ufeful  than  the 
Hindoos  themfelves.  The  fcrupulofities  of  rank, 
and  caft,  give  an  air  of  confequence  to  that  ignorant 
people,  and  the  Mahomedans  readily  adopt  a  foible 
fo  gratifying  to  their  pride  and  indolence.  This 
eircumdance  obliges  Europeans,  even  of  moderate 
rank,  to  keep  up  an  eftabliftiment  of  domeftics  fu- 
perior  in  number  to  that  of  a  nobleman  in  Europe  ; 
and  after  this  trouble  and  expence  has  been  incurred, 
he  is  much  worfe  ferved  than  he  would  there  find 
himfelf  by  two  or  three  domeftics. 

3  Another 
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Another  melancholy  point  of  coincidence,  in  the 
fituation  of  thefe  people,  is  the  fmall  influence  which 
the  religion  of  both  has  upon  moral  condud.  There 
is  hardly  any  inflance  in  which  the  faith  of  either 
operates  to  direft  him  in  the  pradice  of  juftice  and 
mercy  :  and  in  the  cafe  of  the  Muflulman,  there  are 
a  thoufand  examples  of  his  religion  being  made  the 
pretext  for  violating  their  didates.  The  Mahom- 
edan  fuperftition  has  a  more  feeble  hold  over  its 
votaries  even  in  urging  them*  to  a  compliance  with 
its  own  rites,  than  the  Indian  fyftem,  either  becaufe 
its  negledi;  is  not  followed  by  fuch  dreadful  confe- 
quences,  or  becaufe  the  fyftem  is  lefs  mature,  and  its 
profeffors  removed  at  a  greater  diftance  from  Mecca, 
the  centre  of  its  power,  and  the  place  where  its  full 
vigour  is  perhaps  unimpared.  From  whatever  caufe, 
the  Muflulman  is  certainly  lefs  a  flave  to  his  fuperflii- 
tion,  than  the  Hindoo.  Though  enjoined  fobriety, 
he  is  frequently  drunk ;  believing  honefl:y  to  be  a 
duty,  he  is  often  a  cheat ;  and  convinced  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  marriage,  he  lives  frequently  in  the  ha- 
bit of  promifcuous  debauchery. 

In  their  intercourfe  with  the  female  fex,  the  man- 
ners of  both  claflTes  of  inhabitants  bear  a  great  fimi- 
larity.  Female  virtue  among  each,  is  fecured  by  a 
feclufion  of  the  fex  almofl  totally  from  fociety  ;  and 
that  by  a  fl:riclnefs  and  vigilance  well  fuited  to  the 
mean  idea  they  entertain  of  their  fidelity.  The  man 
who  is  confcious  of  habitual  frailty  in  himfelf,  can- 
not eafily  give  credit  to  another  for  continence  and 

felf. 
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felf-dcmal,  virtues  ?»lmoj[l  beyond  his  conception* 
*^rhe  Haram  and  the  ZcDana  *  are  therefore  guarded  \ 
vith  equal  lohcitude,  not  only  from  the  viiits  of  the 
males,  but  from  the  intrufion  of  every  eye  :  and, 
perhaps,  neither  the  Hindoo  nor  the  MuiTulman 
form  a  wrong  eftimate  of  female  virtue  in  the  Eaft. 
Whatever  virtue  obtains  there,  mud  be  either  con- 
llitutional,  or  the  effe£t  of  reftraint.  What  virtue, 
regulated  by  principles  of  duty,  can  be  expeded 
from  perfons  almoft  without  education,  who  have 
been  excluded  from  their  infancy  from  every  adive 
fcene  of  life,  where  alone  there  can  be  felf-govern- 
ment,  and  where  either  virtue  or  temptation  can 
•alone  exifl  ?  The  women  in  Hindoftan  feem  ac- 
cordingly to  poffefs  but  few  ideas,  and  but  little 
chaftity.  Accuftomed  to  regard  themfelves,  what 
in  fa6l  they  have  ever  been,  merely  the  inftruments  l 
of  fenfual  pleafure,  and  the  means  of  perpetu-  ;i 
ating  the  fpecies,  that  object  engages  the  whole 
range  of  their  knowledge,  and  conflitutes  the  fum  of 
their  duty.  To  them,  this  mufl  appear  the  great 
end  of  their  being ;  and  if  the  idea  of  guilt  or  cul- 
pability ever  meet  them,  it  mufl  arife  from  their  ne- 
glect of  fo  important  a  duty.  To  rely  upon  the 
prudence  and  felf-denial  of  perfons  imprefled  with 
Kich  ideas,  might  eventually  prove  a  greater  mark  of 
credulity  than  of  wifdom. 

In 

"^  Among  persons  of  rank  only'. 
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Im  thefe  manfions  cf  voluptuous  Indulgence,  the 
Rajahs  and  Mahomedan  Nabobs  fpend  a  great  por- 
tion of  their  time,  and  feem  to  enjoy  their  principal 
comfort.  Unaccuilomed  themfelves  to  mental  ex- 
ertion, perhaps  the  qualities  of  the  mind  are  not  ne- 
cefiary  to  their  enjoyment.  Their  pleafure  feems 
chiefly  fenfual,  and  incapable  of  being  animated  or 
improved  by  thofe  accomplifhments  which  are  deem- 
ed fo  neceffary  by  an  European  voluptuary. 

The  number  of  wives  prefcrlbed  by  his  religion 
to  the  Hindoo,  is,  I  believe,  undefined.  The  Ma- 
homedan is  allowed  four,  with  an  infinite  number 
of  concubines  ;  the  circumftances  of  each  individual 
commonly  determine  the  number  of  his  Zenana.  A 
poor  man  feldom  incumbers  himfelf  with  the  fup- 
port  of  more  than  one ;  and  fuch  marriages  are  in 
general  the  moft  prolific,  as  well  as  the  moft  com- 
mon. In  fuch  circumilances,  too,  mutual  affedion 
feems  moft  frequent.  It  is  pleafmg  to  obferve  with 
what  punftuality  and  cheerfulnefs  thofe  In  the  fervice 
of  Europeans  remit  a  little  portion  of  their  allowance 
for  the  fupport  of  their  families,  If  abfent.  Their 
fmall  manfions,  though  guarded  with  lefs  ftrictnefs. 
It  is  probable  contain  a  larger  flock  of  virtue,  than  an 
expenfive  train  of  eunuchs  can  preferve  in  the  fplen- 
dld  Zenanas  of  the  prince.  Hindoo  women,  of  the 
lower  ranks,  elpecially  fuch  as  are  old  or  married, 
are  not  concealed  with  fo  much  folicitude  as  thofe 
i)f  the  moormen  ;  and  from  this  circumflance,  fome 

have 


190  INDIAN  RECREATIONS. 

have  fuppofed,  that  the  whole  fyflem  of  female  con* 
finement  is  borrowed  by  the  Hindoo  from^hat  peo- 
ple *. 

But  from  whatever  origin  this  fyftem  of  female 
treatment  may  be  derived,  there  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt  of  its  unfavourable  influence  upon  their  un- 
derflanding.     Every  part  of  their  conduft  and  con- 
verfation  indicates  a  deplorable  weaknefs  of  intelled 
and  fterility  of  ideas.     Human  nature  is  not  always 
confident ;   nor  are  the  efforts  of  the  mind  always 
proportioned  to  our  opportunities  of  exertion.    Bred 
in  fcenes  of  the  moft  voluptuous  fenfuality,  thefe 
Indian  ladies  exhibit  on  certain  occafions  the  mod 
magnanimous  and  refolute  exertion  of  fortitude  of 
which  hiftory  records  any  example.     "When  a  Hin- 
doo of  rank  dies,  or  languifhes  in  a  flate  which  in- 
dicates the  approach  of  his  diffolution,  his  favourite 
wife  affumes  the  dreadful  purpofe  of  burning  herfelf 
on  the  fam.e  funeral  pile  with  her  hufband.     This 
refolution  is  formed  with   deliberation,  and  is   de- 
clared to  be  voluntary  and  fixed,  three  feveral  times 
in  the  prefence  of  relations.     This  is  done  that  no 
advantage    may  feem   to    have   been    taken  of  the 
tranfient  ebullition  of  frantic  grief,  and  that  the.  per- 
fon  devoting  herfelf  may  have  full  time  to  refleft  on 
the  important  facrifice  fhe  is  about  to  make  to  her 

affedions,. 

*  Vide  Robertson's  Hist.  Disquisit,  Append. ;  and  Sketches 
af  the  Manners  of  the  Hindoos-- 
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afledlons,  or  to  the  cufloms  of  her  countr)%  No 
foouer  is  the  purpofe  finally  declared,  than  it  is 
pronounced  irrevocable  ;  and  the  heroic  lady  walks 
with  firmnefs  and  compofure  to  the  funeral  pile, 
which  file  mounts,  after  having  dealt  out  her  laft 
benediftions  to  her  remaining  friends.  There  i&- 
hardly  an  inftance  of  any  individual'  of  thefe  ladies, 
nurfed  in  the  lap  of  pleafure,  having  fhrunk  from 
this  horrid  trial  of  their  fortitude,  after  it  was  under- 
taken ;  and  incredible  as  it  may  feem,  hardly  any  in- 
flance  of  their  betraying  fymptoms  of  fear,  hefita- 
tion,  or  pain. 

Various  caufes  have  been  afTigned  for  this  unex- 
ampled fortitude,  which  perhaps  is  owing  to  the  all- 
powerful  effeft  of  cuflom  in  this  country,  and  the 
immediate  hope  of  entering  on  a  flate  of  exquifite 
enjoyment.  An  Hindoo  no  more  thinks  of  evading 
the  cuftomary  rites  of  religion,  than  an  European 
thinks  of  evading  the  unerring  ftroke  of  death.  Its 
diftates  appear  to  him  the  call  of  an  invincible  ne- 

'  celTity,  to  which  he  fubmits  without  reluftance,  be- 
caufe  unavoidable ;  and  without  choice,  becaufe  or- 

j  dered  by  the  Brahmins. 


SECT. 
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HINDOO  NOTIONS  WITH  REGARD  TO  MARRlAG 


w 


Calcutta,  Jan.  1798; 

The  marriages  of  the  Hindoo  have  frequently  been' 
defcrlbed  ;  they  are  here  more  univerfal,  and  con- 
traded  at  an  earlier  period,  than  perhaps  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  Parents  are  enjoined  to. 
marry  their  children  before  their  eleventh  year  ;  and 
if  no  progeny  is  the  fruit  of  the  firft  marriage,  poly- 
gamy, which  is  allowed,  but  not  generally  praftifed,- 
is  then  cuftomary.  The  man  marries  another  wife ; 
and  in  the  event  of  a  wife's  death  a  third  marriage 
is  allowed,  becaufe,  according  to  the  Hindoo  faith,' 
it  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence  that  every  indi-' 
vidual  Ihall  leave  a  reprefentative  who  may  perform 
the  requifite  ceremonies  j  the  Sradha  for  the  repofe 
of  his  foul. 


Thf^ 
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This  is  deemed  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance^ 
that  a  confiderable  part  of  a  man's  fortune  is  fpent 
in  celebrating  feftivals  of  this  nature ;  and  even 
where  he  poifeiTes  none,  a  pious  Hindoo  will  rather 

1  borrow  a  fum,  than  omit  fo  momentuous  a  duty. 
It  isf  or  this  reafon,  that  after  a  firft,  and  perhaps  a 

I  fecond  wife,  have  been  unfruitful,-  a  man  is  permitted 
to  adopt  a  fon.  This  ad  confers  all  the  advantages 
that  refult  from  that  relation,  and  among  this  people 

I  it  is  perfonned  with  much  folemnity,' 

The  Hindoo  who  has  no  children  of  his  own,  and 
refolves  to  adopt,  aflembles  his  relations,  and  thofe 
of  the    adoptive   child.      A   large   brafs   plate  *    is 

j  placed  upon  the  floor,  on  which  the  child  (lands,  if 
lufficienty  old  ;  if  not,  he  is  fuportcd  by  a  Brah* 
min.  I'he  hufband  and  wife  then  fay,  with  a  loud 
voice ;   "  Having  no  fon  of  our  own,  we  wifli  to 

^  adopt  the  child  which  is  now  before  you  :  we  choofe 

I  him  for  our  fon  ;  and  henceforward  he  has,  and  is 
to  enjoy  the  fame  right  to  our  fortune,  as  if  he  were 
begotten  by,  and  borA  by  us  ;  nor  is  he  to  exped: 
any  thing  from  his  natural  parents.  In  confirma- 
lion  of  this,  we  fliall  proceed  to  make  our  vows,  if 
you  who  are  prefent  have  nothing  to  objedl.'*  If 
thofe  who  affiil  give  their  approbation,  the  ceremony 

,  is  completed  by  the  huiband  and  wife  drinking  water 

mixed  with  faffron,  and  pouring  part  of  it  on  the  feet 

VoV.  I.  N  of 

I      *  Sketches  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Hindoo?. 


of  the  child.  The  tranfadion  is  recorded,  aiid  an  at* 
teftation  of  it  figned  before  the  company.  Nor  is 
the  right  of  this  adopted  fon  defeated  by  the  natu^ 
ral  offspring  of  the  parents,  ihould  they  afterwards 
have  children.  On  the  contrary,  he  retains  the  he- 
reditary right,  as  firil  born ;  and  the  parties  far 
from  repenting. of  what  they  have  done,  are  taught 
to  believe  that  their  fecundity  is  a  bleffing  of  Heaven, 
conferred  on  them,  for  thus  introducing  a  ftrangei? 
into  their  familv. 

J-' 

^s  the  Hindoo  blieVes  that  the"  due  performance? 
df  the  ufual  rites  to  his  manes,  tends  to  mitigate  his. 
punifliment  in  a  future  (late,  he  is  extremely  anxious 
to  have  children  to  perform  this  duty ;   hence  he 
deems  fterihty  a  fevere  misfortune,  or  rather  the  in-< 
flidion  of  offended  Deity.     On  this  principle,  mar- 
ried women  fometimes  wea:r  a  fmall   gold  Lingam 
upon  the  neck  or  arm :  on  this  account  too,  worfhipi 
is  paid  this  ftrange  deity  to  obtain  fecundity.  "  Thofe  i 
who  dedicate  themfelves  to  the  worfhip  of  this  deity  •■ 
fwear  to   obferve  inviolable  chaftity.     They  do  not 
deprive  themfelves,  like  the  priefts  of  Atys,  of  the^i 
means  of  breaking  their  vows  ;  but  were  it  difcover- 
ed  that  they  had  been  unfaithful  to  them,  the  puniih-- 

ment 

*  An    image  of   productive    po%ver,   not  to  be   explained, 
It  did  not  occur  to  the  legislators  of  the  East,  that  any  things 
natural    could    be    oiTensively   obscene.     The   worship  of  the' 
Lingam  is  therefore  no  prootcf  depravity  of  morals.     Asiatic 
Researches,  vol.  1 8. 


«^ 
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tiient  is  death.  They  go  naked ;  but  being  con- 
fidered  as  fanclified  perfons,  the  women  approach 
them  without  fcruple,  nor  is  it  thought  that  their 
modeily  fliould  be  offended  at  it.  Hufbands,  whofe 
wives  are  barren,  foHcit  them  to  come  to  their 
houfes,  or  fend  their  wives  to  woriliip  at  the  tem- 
ples ;  and  it  is  beheved  that  the  ceremonies  obferved 
on  thefe  occafions  are  produdive  of  the  defired  ef- 

However  difcordant  fuch  rites  may  appear  to' 
I  European  notions  of  decorum,  they  are  by  no  mean.s 

lingular  in  the  annals  of  fuperflition.  The  figure  of 
I  Phallus  was  confecrated  to  Ofiris  and  to  Bacchus  z- 

at  the  feftivals  of  the  former  it  was  carried  by  tlie' 
'  women  of  Egypt,  as  the  figure  of  Lingam  is  at  prc- 

fent  by  the  women  of  India. 

The  ceremonies  connefted  with  marriage  are  ex'^ 
I  tremely  numerous,  and  mull  prove  expenfive  to  the: 
'poor.  They  commence  in  the  infancy  of  the  par- 
ries, and  are  again  renewed  when  the  bride  arrives 
at  the  age  of  puberty  :  another  fet  of  obfervances 
arc  gone  through  when  fhe  becomes  pregnant;  others 
ftill  when  fhe  paffes  the  feventh  month  without  acci- 
dent ;  and  laflly  thankfgiving  is  returned  to  the  gods 
tor  he  fafe  delivery.     Among  the  rich,  feme  of  thefe 

N  2  feftivals 

^  Sketches  of  the  manners  and   qu^toms  of  the  Hindoos, 
"^-^L  ii.  p.  213, 
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fefllvals  continue  feveral-  days,  and  cod-  the  parents- 
immenfe  funis. 

Atjoltt  ten  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  it  un-- 
dergoes  a  rite  fomewhat  refembling  baptifm.  The 
relations  are  afrembled  ;  and  if,  after  examining  the 
planets,  the  Brahmin  finds  the  omen  favourable,  he 
tiikss  water  from  a  number  of  pots  provided  for 
the  purpofe,  and  fprinkles  the  child's  forehead,  while 
he  gives  it  a  name;  and  the  ceremony  concludes" 
with  prayers  to  the  gods,  prefents  to  the  Brahmins, 
and  alms  to  the  pooi:,. 

One  of  the  moil  falutary  of  their  inftitution^  or 
dains,  that  ctll  mothers  fliall  fuckle  their  own  child- 
ren ;  a  duty  from  which  nothing  but  ficknefs  can 
exempt  them.  At  a  certain  age  each  youth,  be^ 
tenging  to  the  three  fnperior  cafts,  receives  a  ftring, 
which  he  Vv'ears  round  hi§  neck,  which  indicates  his 
rank*  ;  when  this,  which  feems  to  correfpond  witk 
the  tago  vlnli^  cf  the  Romans,  is  affumcd,  new  cere- 
monies are  obferved,  and  freffi  prefents  are  made  to 
the  Brahmins.  So  deeply  is  fuperftition  engrafted 
on  the  v^'hole  fyflem  of  life,  that  there  is-  no  age  nor 
.condition  in  which  the  priedhood  does  not  profit  by 
the  piety  or  fuperflition  of  the  people. 

The  manner  in  which  the  greater  number  of  the 
children  of  the  poor  are  educated,  is  not  unworthy 
of  notice :    thofe  of  better  fortunes  are  taught  by 

Brahmins, 

*  Called  the  Zonnar. 
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Brcihmins,  in  a  panda!,  or  room,  made  of  beams  and 
jeaves  of  the  palm  tree.     The  youth   fit  on  mats 
fpread    upon   the   floor.      The  books  are  made  of 
leaves  ;  and  the  pen  is  ufually  a  pointed  inftrument, 
with   which    the  letters  are  engraved.      The   pahn 
leaves  ufed  for  this  purpofe  are  cut  into  flripes  about 
an  inch  broad  ;  thdr  f^;rface  is  hard  and  fmooth,  fo 
that   the  writing  may  be  preferved  almoil  for  any 
period  of  time  without  being  effaced.     Until  they 
have  made  fome  proficiency,  the  boys  write  upon 
the  fand  with  the  finger,  .as  already  defcribed.;   and 
in  this  way  M.  Ziegbalg,  the  celebrated  miflionary, 
who  firfl  gave  a  dictionary  of  .the  Malabar  language, 
acquired  his  knowledge  of  that  tongue.     Arithmetic 
is   added   to   the  ^ccoipplifhments  of  reading  and 
writing,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  education,  and 
the  calculations  are  performed  by  the  means  of  peb- 
bles or  fmall  fli^lSf. 

After  this  previous  difcipllne,  the  Hindoo  youth 
is  prepared  to  enter  upon  his  profefTional  duty  ;  but 
of  this  he  has  no  choice,  every  individual  adhering 
to  that  of  his  family  *. — Of  the  education  of  the 
native  women,  we  .arc  bu';  -little  informed.  Theij- 
range  of  duty  in  fociety  is  fo  Hmited,  that  the  years 
of  their  infancy  are  probably  fpent  in  learning  the 
.ceremonies  of  their  religion,  and  a  fev/  domeflic  du- 

N  3  ties, 

*  This  peculiarity  is  noticed  by  X>iod.  Sicul. — Non  eniiti. 
fas  est,  militem  agram  colere,  nee  philosophare  artificein,  — - 
JtJb,  2d.  cap.  joth. 
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ties,  in  which  we  fee  the  females  afterwards  engaged, 

Drefs   and  finery,  thofe   copious  fources  of  female 

ftudy,  are  here  hardly  known ;  at  lead  they  are  air 
ways  uniform,  and  fo  extremely  limited  as  to  leave 

no  room  for  invention. 

It  is  not  the  praftice  of  the  Hindoos  to  give  any 
dowry  on  the  marriage  of  a  daughter  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, when  a  girl  is  demanded  of  her  father,  and  his 
confent  obtained,  a  prefent  is  made  to  him  by  the  in- 
tended hufband,  as  a  token  that  fhe  thereafter  be- 
longs to  him.  This  probably  was  originally  a  pur- 
chafe  ;  as  was  the  cafe  among  the  early  Romans,^ 
who  were  in  the  ancient  law  faid  to  acquire  them 
coemptione,  .as  they  did  afterwards  by  the  ceremonies 
of  confarreation. 

The  confinement  of  the  Hindoo  women,  and  the 
general  purity  of  their  manners,  give  little  room  for 
dilTolving  marriage  by  divorce.  Death  is  the  ufual 
manner  in  which  that  connexion  ceafes  ;  and  here 
it  was  formerly  a  received  opinion,  that  one  of  the 
v/ives  of  a  great  man  fhould  burn  herfelf  with  her 
deceafed  hufband.  The  influence  of  the  Mahomc- 
dan  government,  and  ftill  more  that  of  the  Bri- 
tifn,  has  tended  to  difcourage  a  praftice  fo  repugnant 
to  humanity  and  reafon.  Every  argum.ent  of  diflua- 
fjon'has  been  ufed  by  them,  and  frequently  with  ef- 
fect. A  Rajah  in  one  of  the  Britifh  provinces  hav- 
ing been  dangeroufly  ill,  it  was  communicated  to  the 
commanding  officer,  that  his  wife,  in  the  event  of, 

his' 
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i    -Ills  death,  intended  to  burn  herfelf  upon  the  fame 
'  pile.     The  Rajah  had  an  only  child  about  five  years 
I  of  age.     The  European  commander  built  his  argu- 
ment on  this  circumftance  ;  and  difpatched   a  native 
to  reprefent  to  the  \vidow^   after  the  deceafe  of  the 
Rajah,  the  danger  to  which  her  fon  muft  be  expofed, 
if  left  to  the  doubtful  care  of  ambitiou-s  relations, 
who  had  often  attempted  to  difturb  the  peace  even  of 
his  father;:   that  to  live  for  his  fake  would  be  pre- 
ferring an  important  and  natural  duty  to  an  unna- 
i  tural  and  imaginary  one ;    and  .that  by  difcharging 
'  the  office  of  a  tender  and  prudent  mother,  llie  would 
|i)efl:  prove  her  affeciion  and  refpe<^/or  ^ffie  memory 
I  of  her  deceafed  hufband.     He  was  vlikewife  defired 
to  fignify  to  the  Brahmins,  that  fhould  -tJ^y  attempt 
to  proceed  to   the  ceremony,  an  officer  who  com- 
manded a  neighbouring  garrifon,  would  prevent  it. 
The   fear  of  fome  public  act  of  violence  prevailed 
with  the  priefts,  and  not  the  arguments  ;  with  thefe 
they  were  highly  offended,  and  even  aifecled  to  treat 
theni  with  much  contempt.'    The  Rajah  died,   and 
the  widow  being  a  woman  of  fenfe  and  merit,  was 
afterwards  of  infinite  ufe  to  his  fon. 

Having  thus  a  claim  to  the  protection  and  good 
offices  of  the  perfon,  ^^ho,  it  mdj  hcicdd,  had  forced 
:her  to  live,  ffie  through  his  means  enjoyed  a  degree 
of  refpeci  and  confideration,  which,  according  to  the 
;€u{loms  of  the  country,  flie  muft  otherwife  have  loft, 
^he  abtaihed  from  him  feveral  marks  of  indulgence 

N  4        ,  for 
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fcr  her  fon  •   and  in  one  of  Iier  letters  Ihe  exprefles  j! 
herfeif  to  iiis^  following  efied  ;  |li 

"  Whki>i  you  recoUeft  that  I  am  his  mother,  and 
that  you  prevailed  upon  me  to  difhonour  myielf  for  , 
his  fiike,  you  will  ceafe  to  be  Ojufeiided  at  me  foli*  , 
citiiTf;  this  favour  for  him.  You  forced  a  duty  upon 
mc  which  does  not  belong  to  our  lex  ;  if  I  fail  ia 
the  execution  of  it,  I  fhall  be  the  reproach  of  all  who 
ar.'  allied  to  me ;  if  I  fuccced,  and  this  country  fiourifh, 
my  ofience  may  be  forgotten  :  my  happinefs  depends 
upon  you  ;  on  mine  depends  that  pf  ;nany  ;  con^ 
fider  this  and  determine*." 

Some  few  of  the  Hindoos  inftead  of  burning,  bury 
•the  dead ;  as  the  Mahomedans.  For  this  we  have 
the  authority  of  feveral  travellers.  It  has  not  come 
"within  my  obfervation  ;  but  Bernier,  after  mention- 
ing women  who  burn  themfelves,  fays  ;  "  This  con- 
du(5t,  however  cruel  and  barbarous,  is  exceeded  by 
what  the  Brahmins  do  in  fome  other  parts  of  India :  : 
for  inflead  of  burning'  the  women  who  wifh  to  die 

o 

with  their  hufbands,  they  inter  them  alive  up  to  the 
thin,  and  then  two  or  three  fall  upon  them  to  choak 
4hem." 

Notwithstanding   the    acknowledged    temp^ 
ranee  of  the  Hindoos,  tiiere  ai-e  among  them  fevr 

inftances 
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*  Ikiftances  cf  extraordinary  longevity.  Even  thofe 
who  are  permitted  to  eat  meat,  are  enjoined  to  do  it 
Ifparingly.  Their  meals  are  only  two ;  a  circum- 
iltance  favourable  to  health,  but  which  feems  to  give 

•':  them  a  lefs  decided  advantage  over  the  Muliulmans 

<■  ithan  might  be  imagined. 

Every  Hindoo  believes,  that  after  death  his  foul 
continues  to  exift,   and  to  animate  fome  being   more 
or  lefs  dignified,  according  to  his  paft  life  ;  and  that 
, after  undergoing   a  number  of  metamorphofes,  fuf- 
■  (icient  for  its  purification,  it  will  be  abforbed  into  the 
jtlivine  effence.     Some,  it  is  faid,  "  believe  that  their 
'fouls  are  fent  back  to  the  fpot  where  their  bodies 
were  burnt,  there  to  wait  till  new  bodies  are  pre- 
pared   for  their    reception.     This  was    one  of   the 
opinions  of  Plato,  which  feems  to  have  been  adopted 
by  the  primitive  Chriflians  ;  for  an  ordinance  of  this 
church  of  Rome  forbids  having  lights,  or  making 
j  merriments  in  the  church  yard   at  night,  left:  they 
■  I  fhould  difturb  the  fouls  that  mjght   come  thither." 
It  feems  alfo  to  have  been  a  notion  of  the  Jew.s,  that 
the  human  foul  animated  feveral  bodies  fuccefiively, 
;^nd  that  a  man  in  the  prefent  life  might  fuffer  for 
the  punifliment  of  guilt  contraded  in  a  previous  fcate 
of  exiftence. 

The  drefs  of  the  inferior  part  of  the  natives  has 
jllready  been  noticed  ;  that  of  the  higher  ranks  does 
not  excluae  majrnificence  nor  eleeance.  Both  Ma- 
f^omedans  and  Hindoos  oi  condition  wear  a  Jama, 

or 
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or  gown  of  fine  mullin,  neatly  fitted  to  the  body  ta 
the  upper  part,  and  floating  loofely  from  the  middle, 
as  low  as  the  feet.     The  former  ties  his  Jama  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  breafh,  and  the  latter  on   the  left: 
over   this  is  fometimes  v/orn   a  lliort  clofe  veft  of 
worked  cotton,  or  filk,  braided  with  fmall  flowers 
of  filver  or  gold.     The  turban,  the  girdle,  and  the 
flippers,  are  the   moft  highly  ornamented  parts  of 
<lrefs.     Thefe   are  not  only  embroidered  with  gold 
and  filver,  but  are  fometimes  adorned  with  precious 
ftones.     The   prefent  Nabob  of  Bengal,  on  days  of 
■iceremony,    difplays    an  alTortment    of   jewels    and 
pearls  on  his  drefs  to  a  confiderable  amount.     Quin- 
tus  Curtius  has,  in  a  few  words,  given  a  pretty  ac- 
curate defcription  of  the  drefs  of  a  Hindoo  Rajah- 
*'  Veftis  erat  auro  purpuraque  diftincla,  quas  etianj 
crura  velabat :    aureis  foliis  inferuerat  gemmas  :   la- 
■certi    quoque  et  brachia    margaritis   ornata    erant. 
Pendebant  ex  auribus  infi.gnes   candore   et  magni- 
4:udine  lapilli  *." 

Tpie  drefs  of  the  women  does  not  .vary  more  than 
that  of  the  men,  the  chief  diftindion  confifliing  in 
the  finenefs  .of  their  cloth,  and  the  value  of  their 
jewels.  Tliey  in  general  wear  a  clofe  jacket,  which 
only  extends  downv/ards  to  cover  the  breafts,  but 
completely  fliews  their  form.  It  has  tight  fleeves 
which  reach  about  halfway  from  the  flioulder  to  the 

elbow  5- 
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.:ibo\v;  and  a  narrow  border  round  all  the  edges 
painted  or  embroidered  in  different  colours.  A 
piece  of  white  cotton  cloth  wrapped  feveral  times 
round  the  loins,  and  falling  down  over  the  legs  to 
the  ankle,  ferves  as  a  petticoat.  A  wide  piece  of 
raullin  is  thrown  over  the  left  fhoulder,  which  paf- 
ilng  under  the  right  arm,  is  crofTed  round  the  mid- 
dle ;  and  being  tucked  under  the  cloth  wrapped 
round  the  loins,  hangs  down  to  the  feet.  One  end 
of  this  cloth  is  fometimes  fpread  over  the  head,  and 
iferves  for  a  veil.  The  hair  is  rolled  up  into  a  knot 
upon  the  back  part  of  the  head,  wliere  it  is  fiiftened 
•vith  a  gold  pin  and  ornamented  with  jewels  *. 

j  Those  mental  accomplidiments,  fo  highly  prized 
in  the  ladies  of  Europe,  are  avoided  by  the  Hindoos, 
as  injurious  to  that  fimpHcity  of  manners,  and  de- 
corous behaviour,  which  thev  imac^ine  render  them 
ePcimable  in  their  families :  few  of  them  are  taught 
to  read  or  write.  The  dancing  women  compofe  a 
feparate  clafs,  and  live  under  the  protection  of  go- 
vernment according  to  their  own  particular  rules. 
Such  of  them  as  are  deftined  to  be  the  votaries  of 
pleafure-,  are  taught  every  qualification  which  they 
imagine  may  tend  to  captivate  and  entertain  the 
other  fex.  In  the  code  of  Hindoo  laws  there  are 
fome  provifions  made  in  their  favour. 

The 
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The  drefs  of  thefe  women  is  various  and  fantafti- 
cal ;  they  generally  wear,  befides  the  drefs  of  other 
females,  a  fort  of  loofe  drawers  like  troufers  ;  they 
are  fubjed  to  no  reftraint  either  in  eating  or  drink- 
ing, excepting  the  article  of  beef.  Their  ankles  and 
toes  are  decorated  with  gold  and  filver  rings,  to  which 
fthey  fometimes  attach  .iinall  bells. 


SECT- 


SECT.  XXIT. 


EFFORTS  OF  EUROPEANS  IN  THE  CONVERSION  OF  TJIE: 

NATIVES. 


Cakuiia,  Dec.  1796. 

SvERY  European  nation,  that  has  hitherto  acquired 
territorial  polfellions  in  India,  as  if  convinced  of  the 
deftru£live  influence  of  the  Brahminical  fyftem  on 
knowledge,  induflry,  and  virtue,  have  laboured  with 
confiderable  perfeverance  and  zeal  in  order  to  refcue 
its  votaries  from  that  ignorance  and  degradation  in 
which  this  fuperdition  has  involved  the  great  body 
of  the  people. 

Missionaries  have  beenfent  out  from  Europe  to 
reclaim  the  natives  from  their  error,  both  on  the  part 
of  government,  and  of  individuals  j  but  no  fruit  has 
been  reaped  from  their  labours,  in  any  degree  corref- 
ponding  to  the  hopes  of  the  pious,  or  the  liberal  con- 
tributions of  the  parties  concerned.  The  Portuguefc, 
in  the  firil  fervour  of  their  zeal,  engaged  iathis  un- 
»  dertaking 
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dertakinc;  with  an  alacrity  that  feemed  worthy  of  its 
importance.     Their  worlhip,  by  the  number  of  it 
fhowy  rites,  being  in  fome  degree  alTimilated  to  thai 
of  their  own  country,  might   appear  well  fuited  to 
captivate  the  attention  of  this  fimple  people,  though 
it  might  not  greatly  enlarge  the  underflanding ;  ye 
have  the  effects  produced  in  India  by  all  their  endear 
vours  invariably  proved    inadequate   to  the  expec* 
tations  formed  by  the  projectors  in  Kurope. 


TkE  gi*eat  St  Francis  de  Xavier  himfelf,  who  was] 
long  regarded  as  the  apoflle  of  the  Eaft,  and  whol 
was  believed  by  many  to  have  wrought  miracles  in 
this  field  of  pious  induftry,  has  left  but  fcanty  proofsl 
or  his  fucCefs.     Though  the  number  of  his  nominal-] 
converts  was  fo  eonfiderable  as  to  obtain  for  him  the  i 
honour  of  canonization  after  his  death,  yet  it  cannot 
be  affirmed  that  he  has  added  much  to  the  knowledge, 
induftry  or  virtue  of  the  poor  pariahs,  who  liftened| 
with  devout  admiration  to  his  difcourfes. 


His  refidence  in  India,  during  a  period  of  tell 
years  preceding  1552,  is  faid  to  have  been  fignahfed 
by  a  number  of  converfions  in  Goa,  Comorin,  Ma- 
lacca and  Japan  ;  but  the  prefent  ftate  of  chriftianity 
in  thefe  parts,  aifords  but  fmall  corroboration  of  the 
preternatural  gifts  that  have  been  afcribed  to  this 
great  man.  The  annals  of  the  Portuguefe  church 
in  the  Eafl,  in  this  period,  arc  as  frequently  dif- 
graced  by  credulity  and  bigotry,  as  they  were  in  the 
parent  ftate. 
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The  Dutch,  though  that  nation  has  been  long 

;iore  diffinguifhed  for  its  avidity  in  the  purluits  of 

:ommerce  and  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  than  for 

^eal  in  difTeminating   religion,   has  not  left  the  talk, 

untried   of  converting^  the  natives  of  its  donunions 

n  Afia.     Chaplains  have  been  regularly  ellablifliedy 

lot  only  in  Batavia,   but  at  Chinfura  and  Calcapore 

n   Bengal.     At  the  fonner  fettlement,  I   have  not 

lieard  of  their  fuccefs  ;    but  in  the  two  latter,   the 

jircumftances  of  the  furrounding  inhabitants,  being 

the  fanie  with  thofe  of  our  own,  their  labours  have 

ibeen  equally  unpro-fitabie» 

A  fociety  of  well  difpofed  perfons  in  Britain  col- 
ifefked  a  fund  many  years  ago,  and  fent  out  milHon- 
:ries  ;  and  though  that  eftablifhment  ftiil  fubfifls  in 
C^alcutta,  no  converfions  of  any  moment  have  ever 
dignified  its  labours.  It  has  for  fome  time  been 
lunited  with  a  Danifh  fociety,  formed  upon  a  fimilar 
plan,  and  with  the  fame  views  :  after  thus  combining 
.  jtheir  efforts  and  their  refources,  the  miflion  is  at  pre- 
fent  in  a  more  languiflring  ftate  than  ever.  An  ele- 
gant church  has  been  erected,  but  none  of  the  na- 
tives, even  of  the  lowed  call,  have  as  far  as  I  can  leam,- 
ever  condefcended  to  come  under  its  roof :  the  edi- 
fice is  therefore  ufed  as  one  of  the  ordinary  places  of 
worfhip  for  the  Englifh  inhabitants.  Excepting  a  few 
of  the  pariah  tribe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras,- 
who  are  fometimes  feen  liflening  to  the  difcourfes 
of  the  Miflionaries,  with  much  greater  appearance  of 
wonder,  than  of  intelligence,  the  apoftles  of  the  eaft 

cannot 
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cannot  boafl  of  having  gained  to  their  foclety,  even 
thofe  unfortunate  Hindoos,  who  have  been  debaiTed 
all  communication  with  the  reft  of  mankind. 

Th'Se  confequences  are  the  unavoidable  refult  of 
the  labour  of  converfion,  as  it  has  been  hitherto  car- 
ried on  in  India  j  and  by  every  perfon  acquainted 
with  the  fituation  of  the  Hindoos,  they  muft  have 
been  forefeen.  Neither  the  zeal  of  our  Miffionaries, 
nor  that  of  their  employers,  has  been  dire<Sted  by 
knowledge. 

When  the  Spaniards  are  faid  to  have  converted 
thoufands  of  the  native  Americans  in  a  day  ;  and  their 
clergy  to  have  adminiftered  the  ceremony  of  baptifni 
to  fuch  multitudes,  that  they  were  no  longer  ^ible  to 
lift  their  hands,  their  enthufiafm  im.pofed  upon  them- 
felves,  and  led  them  to  impofe  upon  the  world* 
Thefe  new  converts  to  chriftianity  could  in  no  fenfe 
merit  that  honourable  appellation.  In  order  to  their 
being  chriflians,  it  w^as  firft  requifite  to  make  them 
reafonable  creatures,  a  title  to  which  favages,  with 
hardly  a  iingle  intelledual  idea,  have  furely  but  little 
claim. 

The  firft  fruits  of  the  American  vineyard,  were 
therefore,  ufelefs,  by  being  premature.  The  ac- 
quiefcence  of  the  fmiple  convert,  in  doctrines  to  him 
incomprehenfible,  could  be  attended  with  no  alteta- 
tion  either  of  belief,  or  of  conduft ;  no  additional 
Hght  w:is  conveyed  to  his  underftanding,    nor  any 

new 
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}new  motive  fupplfed  to  influence  him  in  the  practice 
of  duty.  His  name  and  appellation  were  alone 
changed ;  and  if  there  be  any  virtue  in  charms  or 
names,  he  was  a  complete  believer  from  his  child- 
hood. 

Were,  therefore,  the  whole  body  of  the  multi- 
tude of  Hindoflon,  from  caprice,  or  views  of  intereft, 
jat  once  to  abandon  their  fyflem  in  the  prefent  llate 
'of  their  intelledual  improvement,  the  circumdance 
might  be  a  triumph  to  the  miffionaries :  but  it 
icould  by  no  means  be  conflrued  into  a  victory  to 
Itruth  ;  nor  would  the  number  of  real  chriilians  be 
iaugmented  by  this  apoftacy.  In  their  prefent  igno- 
rance, not  of  rehgion,  but  of  every  moral  precept, 
to  lay  before  them  the  fublime  doctrines  of  chrifti- 
anity,  is  to  violate  its  prohibitions,  by  "  cafling  pearls 
before  fwine." 

That  mental  degradation,  and  univerfal  ignorance 
which  I  have  already  noticed  as  charafterifmg  the 
lower  ranks  of  the  Hindoos,  mult  be  previoully  re- 
moved before  they  can  either  comprehend,  or  profit 
by  any  religious  doftrine  whatever.    When  therefore 
the  miffionary  pitches  his  tent,  and  harangues  them 
in  the  lofty  ftrains  of  his  gofpel  eloquence,  his  labours 
I  have  been  followed  by  effeds  fuited  to  their  prudence. 
iln  Europe,  where  the  circumflances  of  this  people  are 
inot  attended  to,  or  perhaps  not  generally   known, 
imuch  regret  is  expreffed  at  this  uniform   want   of 
jfuccefs  in  the  work  of  converfion.    You  are  furprifed 
I     Vol.  I.  O  tha^ 
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that  miracles  are  not  wrought,  in  an  age  in  which 
you  profefs  to  believe  they  have  ceafed. 

In  his  prefent  ftate  of  ignorance,  and  under  the 
terror  of  excommunication  from  the  Brahmins,  by 
whom  all  his  opinions  are  implicitly  guided,  the 
converfion  of  a  Hindoo  may  certainly  be  regarded,  asj 
a  thing  fomewhat  miraculous.  To  fuppofe  him  able 
to  comprehend  the  doctrines  of  chriftianity,  and  at 
liberty  to  embrace  them,  while  no  converts  have  been 
made  by  them,  during  a  period  of  near  two  hundred 
vears,  in  which  they  have  been  preached  ;  would  be 
to  ailert  that  they  were  inferior  in  value,  or  fupportedj 
by  lefs  evidence  than  the  dodrines  of  that  fyftem  to 
which  he  condnues  to  adhere.  The  doctrines  ol 
chriftianity  are  addreifed  to  us  "  as  wife  men,"  who 
are  commanded  to  "judge  what  they  fay."  it  is 
therefore  no  objedion  to  them,  that  there  may  be  a| 
degree  of  ignorance  below  their  comprehenfion,  and' 
a  degree  of  fuperftitious  fear,  which  their  allurements 
but  ill  underftood,  cannot  overcome. 

There  muft,  in  every  mind,  be  fome  degree  ot^ 
informadon,  and  fome  ftrength  of  intellect,  before  a 
preference  can  be  give  to  any  arguments,  or  any 
fyftem  of  opinions  to  another — Over  total  ignorance, 
truth  has  no  power. 

In  Greece  and  Rome  when  the  pagan  fyftem  gave 
way  to  that  of  chriftianity,  a  large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple were  capable  of  comprehending  its  doctrines,  and] 
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jof  examining  the  evidence  by  which  they  are  fapport- 
bd.  A  general  knowledge  both  of  the  one  and  the 
pther,  were  difFufed  before  their  reception.  The 
bircumftances  of  the  people,  were  almofl  in  every  re- 
fpe£t  the  reverfe  of  what  they  are  in  India.  They 
,vere  neither  attached  to  their  theological  fyftem,  nor 
ts  practical  rites  by  any  infurmountable  prejudice* 

It  was  a  fabric  confhrufted  in  a  rude  age;  and  the 
ncreafe  of  knov/ledge,  in  fubfequent  times,  had  wide- 
y  expofed  its  grolTnefs  and  imperfection.  Horace, 
uvenal,  and  Lucian,  had  laflied  the  abfurdities  of  the 
j^flem,  and  the  characters  of  its  gods,  with  equal 
reedom  as  thofe  of  their  fellow  fubjefts  ;  and  before 
|heir  tin\e,  the  worfhip  of  other  gods  or  performinfi^ 
ifferent  rites  was  rather  deemed  a  mark  of  fuperior 
iety,  than  of  any  malignity  of  heart  againft  the  ejflab- 
(lied  deities  of  the  ftate.  When  therefore  a  fydem 
f  more  rational  piety,  or  finer  morals,  was  publicly 
nnounced,  it  met  with  a  fair  difcufiion  ;  and  the 
hipire  of  Jupiter  was  vanquiihed  by  that  of  truth. 

The  mod  dignified  characters  in  the  ftate  who  were 
lofen  to  perform  the  funftions  of  religion,  difcharg-^ 
1  their  office  with  outward  gravity,  and  much  in- 
ard  indifference:  they  beheld  with  little  avcrfion  the 
Ivancement  of  a  new  fyftem,  from  which  they  dread- 
1  no  evil.  There  was  no  numerous  hereditary  prieft- 
3od  to  oppofe  its  introdudion ;  or  who  forefaw  in  its 
f  abHfnmcnt  the  downfall  of  their  order.  All  thefe 
'•rcumftances,  in  the  condition  of  the  natives  of  India, 
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are  either  different,  or  diametrically  oppofite.  Here 
no  collifion  of  opinion  has  ever  awakened  their  cu- 
riofity  or  Iharpened  their  inteileds.  No  books  ever 
reach  their  hands,  to  convey  information ;  not  even  a 
newfpaper  is  printed  in  the  native  language ;  and, 
if  it  were,  only  a  few  of  the  higher  ranks  could  per- 
ufe  it.  Of  all  abftrad  ideas,  the  multitude  is  almoft 
entirely  deftitute  :  to  a  people  in  this  ftate,  it  is  in 
vain  to  propofe  abitraft  doclrines  for  difcuffion. 
There  is  hardly  any  fo  fimple,  as  they  fliall  under- 
fland,  and  hardly  any  too  grofs  for  their  belief. 

Unfortunately  for  them  the  Brahmins  will 
not  allow  them  to  excrcife  the  fmall  degree  of  reafon 
they  may  polTefs.  Any  departure  from  the  cufto- 
mary  rites,  is  held  up  as  of  all  things  the  mod  fmful, 
and  not  to  be  expiated  by  the  fevered  punifliment. 
Thus  the  attachment  of  the  Hindoo  to  his  faith  and 
woriliip,  is  guarded  equally  by  his  ignorance  and  his 
fears  :  and  it  is  the  care  of  the  priefthood,  M'ho  are 
here  the  fole  guides  of  opinion,  to  keep  him  under 
the  compleat  dominion  of  both.  They  watch  to  pre- 
ferve  ignorance,  not  to  diffeminate  knowledge,  every 
inlet  to  which  is  guarded  as  ciofely  as  the  avenues  of 
death. 

From  thefe  caufes  no  degree  of  fuccefs  has  ever 
fignalized  the  labours  of  European  miffionaries  in 
any  part  of  India.  They  feem,  at  lail,  weary  of  fo 
fruitlefs  an  attempt,  and  have  either  defifled  fromth^ 
purfuit,  or  carry  it  on  with  a  liillefs  indifference. 

3  whicl 


I  INDIAN  RECREATIONS.  213 

which  gives  no  countenance  either  to  the  wiflies  of 
the  pious,  or  to  the  lofty  expedations  of  miflionary 
zeal.  On  the  Malabar  coafl,  and  in  the  Myfore,  fome 
of  the  lower  claffes  have  attended  the  miffionaries, 
and  have  yielded  a  kind  of  affent  to  their  dodrines, 
jif  aflent  can  be  given  to  what  is  not  underftood. 

At  dixTerent  periods,  the  fervour  of  zeal,  or  the  ef- 
fyfions  of  humanity,  have  broke  forth,  and  produced 
new  efforts  in  favour  of  the  natives  :  but  thefe  tran- 
(lent  exertions   have  often   languiihed  before   they 
j reached  fo  diflant  a  fcene  of  a£lion  ;   or  they   have 
been  overborne  by   that  indolence    and    diffipation 
which  fo  frequently  charaderifes  Europeans  in  the 
Eaft.     There  has  lately  been  devoted  to  this  fervice 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  a  larger  fum  than  any  yet 
contributed  by  any  individual  :    three   miffionaries, 
fupported  by  the  interefl  of  this  fund,  are  intended 
to  be  fent  to   Benares,  the  great  ftorehoufe  of  the 
Brahmin  fuperftition  ;    there  to  combat  its  ufurpa- 
tions  at  the  very  center  of  their  power.     Among  the 
beft  informed  part  of  our  fociety,  no  fanguine  ex- 
pectations are  entertained,  that  this  projed;  will  ter- 
minate more  fuccefsfuUy  than  thofe  which  have  pre- 
ceded it. 

While  viewing  the  great  mofque  at  Benares,  I 
received  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  in  London,  ac- 
quainting me  that  this  projcft  was  for  the  time  laid 
afide,  from  a  refufal  of  the  Court  of  Directors  to  al- 
low the  milFionaries  to  dapart  for  India,     They  fuf- 
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pefled  that  the  perfons  chofen  would  mingle  politics 
with  religion.  No  wife  man  can  regret  that  thefe 
perfons  were  prevented  from  attempting  a  tafk 
which  has  miiforinly  difappointed  all  their  predecef- 
fo^s. 

The  befi  informed  perfons  here  are  fully  of  opi- 
nion, that  to  increafe  the  influence  of  pure  religion 
among  the  natives,  you   muft  begin  by  improving 
their  knowledge  ;  which  can  only  be  eftefted  by  iii. 
ftruccing  the  youth.     Happily  the  natives  have   no 
averfion   to  commiit  their  children  to  the  tuition  of 
Europeans :    they    are   rfither    ambitious   that  they 
fliouid  acquire  the  accomplifliments  of  reading  and 
writing  Englifli,  as  the  means  of  enabling  them  to 
profecute  fome  lucrative  branch  of  trade,  or  of  in. 
troducing  them  as  upper  fervants  in  the  employ  of 
the  Bririlh.      The  Hindoos   will   not   indeed  allow 
their  children  to   eat  or  fleep  under  the  fame  roof 
with  Europeans  ;  but  they  fuffer  them  to  remain  at 
a  day  fchool,  v^^hich,  for  thefe  purpofes,  is  fufficient. 


So  much  is  this  their  defire,  that  there  are  feveral  i 
of  their  children  now   taught  by  Europeans  ;   andi 
rnany  more  by  fuch  of  the  natives  thcmfclves  as  un-  i 
derfland  a  little  Englifh,    Where  neither  of  thefe  op- 
portunities can.  be  afforded,  there  are  many  inHances 
of  fpelling  books  in  our  language  being  found  in 
their  houfes,  and  copies  for  writing,   purchafed  by 
thofe  who  imagine  they  may  acquire  thefe  branches 
of  knowledge  by  their  ov.ii  private  application.    The 
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prefent  afieffor  of  the  taxes,  paid  by  the  natives  In 
the  town  of  Calcutta,  has  not  only  perfonally  wlt- 
nelled  all  thefe  particulars,  but  has  been  engaged  in 
the  inftruction  of  the  children  of  fonie  natives  of 
dillinOiion. 

The  Hindoos  of  all  ranks  are  extreraely  averfe  to 
part  with  their  money,  except  to  the  Brahmins  :  the 
teachers  appointed  behoved,  therefore,  to  be  provid- 
ed with  a  falary  to  be  increafed  by  the  contribution 
of  fuch  natives  as  could  afford  to  pay  for  the  inftruc- 
tion of  their  child.  In  every  other  cafe,  the  benefit 
of  knowledge  would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  na- 
tives by  being  conferred  gratuitoully. 

In  this  manner  the  children  of  half  a  million  of 
people  in  Calcutta  might  be  taught  to  read  and 
write  :  and  a  foundation  laid  for  putting  into  their  . 
hands  plain  inftrudive  books  of  morality  and  natu- 
ral religion  :  and  he  pays  chriffcianity  a  bad  compli- 
ment, who  imagines,  that  it  will  not  recommend  it- 
felf  to  fuch  as  are  tolerably  acquainted  with  thefe 
fubjects* 

There  has  always  been  much  difficulty  in  finding 
fober  and  dihgent  Europeans,  willing  to  confine  their 
profpefts  to  the  painful  drudgery  of  teaching  in  In- 
dia. The  taflv  of  inilrudHng  the  native  children 
might  probably  prove  the  mod  i^kfoine  of  any.  ""J'he 
profpect  of  making  a  large  fortune  in  the  cotton, 
fiik,  or  indigo  bufinefs,  how^ever  uncertain,  has  aU 
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ways  fufficient  pittraftions  to  withdraw  perfons  of  edu-  \ 
cation  from  a  line  of  life  unjuftly  deemed  unimpor-  | 
taut  and  degrading. 

In  the  prefent  circumftances,  this  obftacle  'could 
ealily  be  furmounted  in  Calcutta.  The  children 
born  to  Europeans  by  native  women,  are  every  year 
increafing  in  number,  and  employment  for  them  will 
foon  become  a  matter  of  ferious  attention  :  they  are 
at  prefent  excluded  by  the  regulations,  from  any  ap- 
pointment in  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  civil  or 
military.  Their  education,  and  their  Hmited  ambi- 
tion, feem  to  point  them  out  as  the  mofl  proper  per- 
fons for  the  tuition  of  the  native  children  ;  while 
their  numbers  are  more  than  fufficient  to  fupply  eve- 
ry appointment  of  this  kind,  which  either  the  bene- 
volence, piety,  or  zeal  of  the  prefent  age  appear  like- 
ly to  fuggeft.  The  contemplation  of  a  meafure  of 
this  kind,  is  the  more  pleafmg  ;  becaufe  if  it  fhall 
ever  be  adopted,  it  will  place  in  a  ufeful  profeffion  a 
numerous  clafs  of  unfortunate  youth,  who  for  no 
fault  of  their  own,  have  been  abandoned  by  their 
progenitors  on  one  fide  ;  and  on  account  of  their 
chriilian  education,  excluded  from  the  fociety  of 
thofe  on  the  other.  Had  one  half  of  the  fum  been 
beflov/ed  in  this  manner,  which  has  been  expended 
in  haranguing  the  ignorant  multitude,  by  ftill  more 
ignorant  miffionaries,  very  different  confequences 
might  have  been  tl^j  refult :  at  all  events,  the  con- 
tributors to  the  meafure,  would  have  the  fatisfaftion 
of  having  the  exercife  of  their  benevolence,  approved 
by  that  of  their  reafon, 

SECT. 
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THE  MAHOMEDAN  FESTIVAL  OF  MOHURRUM. 


Calcutta,  Jan,  1798> 

The  ferocity  and  enthufiafm  which  characlerifes  the 
Mahomedans  in  this  country,  is  particularly  difplayed 
during  the  feflival  of  Mohurrum.  This  is  the  name 
of  the  firfl  month  of  their  year,  during  the  firlt  ten 
days  of  v/hich  all  the  followers  of  the  feci  of  Ali, 
lament  the  death  of  Imaum  Holfein,  the  fecond  fon 
of  that  prophet,  by  Fatima. 

On  the  death  of  Ali,  who  was  affaffinated,  a  dif- 
ferent houfe  fucceeded  to  the  Caiiphat ;  in  the  reign 
of  Yezzed,  the  fecond  of  his  family,  the  inhabitants 
of  Cufa  fent  an  embaffy  to  Holfein  at  Medina,  to 
requefl  him  to  afl'ume  the  government,  and  to  aflure 
him  of  their  fupport.  HofTein,  upon  this  invitation, 
fet  out  from  Cufa  with  his  family,  and  a  confiderablc 
number  of  troops.     Yezzed  receiving  intelligence  of 

his 
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his  march,  difpatched  after  him  an  army  of  10,000 
men,  which  occupying  the  ground  between  hira  and 
the  river  Euphrates,  cut  off  his  fupply  of  water. 
This  event,  in  the  fakry  cHmate  of  Mefopotamia, 
where  life  even  with  that  necefl'ary  article,  can 
fcarcely  be  fupported  againft  the  exceffive  heat, 
brought  on  the  crifis  of  his  fate.  His  adherents, 
terrified  at  the  profpeO:  of  perilliing  with  thirft,  for- 
fook  him  in  fuch  numbers,  that  he  foon  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  only  a  fmall  retinue  of  fe- 
venty-two  perfons,  chiefly  his  relations. 

After  fuffering  various  diftrefles,  and  eticoun- 
tering  feveral  fkirmiihes,  this  fmall,  but  detertoiined 
band,  was  furrounded  on  the  tenth  of  Mohurrum  by 
the  army  of  Yezzed,  and  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  In 
this  little  troop,  Alher,  the  infant  fon  of  Hoffein, 
was  killed  by  an  arrow,  in  the  arms  of  his  father : 
and  Hoffein  himfelf  at  lafl  fell,  exhauiled  with  fa- 
tigue, and  fainting  under  numberlefs  wounds.  His 
tent  was  plundered,  his  women  infulted,  and  his 
head  was  carried  to  Damafcus,  the  refidence  of  his 
rival  Yezzed. 

All  thefe  events  are  reprefented  by  the  Mufful- 
mans  and  their  priefts  during  the  Mohurrum ;  on 
the  firft  day  of  which  the  latter  mount  the  pulpits, 
and  begin  the  recital  of  the  hfe  and  alliens  of  Ah, 
and  his  fons  Haffun  and  Hoffein,  defcribing  particu- 
larly the  melancholy  circumftances  that  attended  the 
i;Ue  of  the  latter,  with  all  the  pathos  of  which  their 

elo- 
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'  eloquence  Is  fufceptible.  The  efFeft  of  thefe  har- 
rangues  on  the  enthufiaftic  multitude  is  remarkable ; 

j  they  ftrike  their  breafts  with  frantic  violence ;  they 
weep  ;  they  exclaim,  ah  HofTein,  Heif  ax.  Hoffein, 
alas  for  Hoffein !  Some  parts  of  this  tragical  ftory 
are  in  verfe,  and  recited  or  fung  in  a  doleful  ca- 
dence. 

During  each  day  of  the  folemnity,  fome  parti- 
cular ad:  of  the  ftory  is  reprefented  by  people  fele6;- 
ed  for  perfonating  the  different  characters  concerned. 
Effigies,  and  large  machines  are  carried  in  procef- 
fion  through  the  ftreets  :  crowds  follow,  perfonating 
the  armies  of  Yezzed,  and  of  Hoffein,  each  under 
their  refpeclive  banners  and  enfigns.  One  pageant 
reprefents  the  Caliph  Yezzed  feated  on  a  magnifi- 
cent throne,  and  furrounded  by  his  guards :  every 
part  of  the  machinery,  though  conftrufted  merely 
for  the  occaiion,  is  burniflied  with  filver  and  gold  j 
and  in  point  of  grandeur  and  fplendid  fcenc-ry, 
the  whole  exhibition  probably  furpaffts  the  fhowy 
proceffions  in  the  Roman  Catholic  countries  of 
Europe. 

On  fome  occafions,  the  facrcd  pigeons,  v/hich 
the  pious  Muffulmans  believe  carried  the  news  of 
Hoffein's  death  to  Medina,  are  reprefented  with  their 
beaks  dipped  in  blood,  as  a  confirmation  of  their 
intelligence  :  on  other  days  the  horfes,  on  v.'hich 
Hoffein  and  hi^  brother  Abbas,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
rcdc,  are  reprefented  to  tlie  people,  and  are  painted 

as 
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as  covered  with  wounds,  and  fluck  full  of  arrows. 
By  thefe  reprefentations  the  zeal  of  the  mukitude  is 
raifed  to  a  degree  of  ardour  approaching  to  phrenzy  j 
fome  vokmtarily  inflid  wounds    upon  thernfelves ; 
fome  engage  in  conflicus  with  daggers  and  fwords, 
and  feem  to  court  death :  many  in  the  courfe  of  the 
Mohurrum  are  llain ;  and  as  often  as  this  happens, 
it  is  their  uniform  behef,  that  the  fouls  of  the  de- 
ceafed  are  infLantaneoufly  wafted  to  Paradife.     The 
pious    Mahomedan,    it  is  faid,   abftains  almofl  en- 
tirely from  water  during  the  ten  days  of  this  folem- 
nity,  in  commemoration  of  the   dreadful  fufferings 
endured    by  this  faint  from  the  want  of   that  ele- 
ment ;    many    abllain    from    the    bath,    and    from, 
changing  their  cloaths  during  that  period  of  forrow. 
On  the  tenth  day  the  coffins  of  thofe  llain  in  battle 
are  brought  forth,  ftained  with  blood  ;  on  them  are 
laid  the  fcimitar  and  turban  of  the  deceafed,  adorned 
with  feathers.     After  the  corpfe  have  been  folemnly 
interred,  the  prieits  mount  the  pulpit,  and  again  read 
the  tragical  hiftory  ;   and  the  w^hole  fervice  is  con- 
cluded v/ith  pious  curfes  and  imprecations  upon  the 
Caliph  Yezzed,  and  all  his  adherents, 

Hdssein. — This  holy  Imaum  is  believed  not  only 
to  have  been  a  faint,  but  a  martyr  ;  and  throughout 
the  whole  hiftory  he  is  dignified  with  the  appellation 
of  Shehecd^  (martyr.)  It  is  their  firm  belief  alfo, 
that  he  foreknew  his  deftiny,  but  fufFered  a  volun- 
tary death",  as  an  expiation  for  the  fins  of  all  who 
believe  in  his  name,  and  are  the  faithful  followers  of 

Ali, 
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All*.  All,  therefore,  who  truly  lament  the  death  of 
I  their  Imaum,  or  pioufly  commemorate  his  fufferings, 
it  is  held,  {hall  find  acceptance  at  the  day  of  judge- 
'  ment,  and  the  remiihon  of  their  fms.  So  great  was 
his  pow^er,  it  is  ailerted,  that  had  Hoflein  exercifed 
the  divine  energy  communicated  to  him,  the  whole 
world  could  not  have  prevailed  againfl  him ;  but  on 
his  part  his  fufferings  and  death  were  voluntary,  that 
his  followers  might  obtain  everlafting  life.  Hence 
among  the  followers  of  Ali,  it  is  an  eifential  point  of 
faith,  that  at  the  day  of  judgment,  Fatima,  the  mo- 
ther of  the  two  faints  Haflun  and  HoiTein,  .will  pre- 
fent  herfelf  before  the  throne  of  God,  with  the 
head  of  the  latter  in  one  hand,  and  the  heart  of  the 
former  in  the  other,  demanding  abfoluticn  and  par-r 
don  in  their  name  for  the  followers  of  Ali  5  nor  is'  it 
doubted  that  God  will  grant  her  requell. 

The  fplendor  and  magnificence  with  which  this 
folemnity  is  obferved  in  Perfia  *,  and  throughout 
Hindoflan,  conftitutes  an  article  of  heavy  expence 
to  individuals.  The  Nabob  of  Bengal  lafl  year  ex- 
pended on  the  pageantry  of  this  ceremony  what 
would  have  been  an  independent  fortune  to  a  mo- 
derate man ;  and  even  the  common  people,  his  no- 
minal fubjefts,  difcovered  a  liberality  in  their  con- 
tributions which  they  never  difplay  on  any  other 
occafion, 

*  Franklin's  observations  on  a  tour  to  Persia. 

Ac  ERE- 
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A  ceremony  fo  fplendid  and  expenfive,  accom- 
panied with  a  degree  of  zeal  far  more  ardent  than 
they  have  witneffed  among  themfelves,  fails  not  to 
attra6t  the  notice  of  Europeans-  They  generally 
turn  out  on  their  firfl  vifit  to  India,  to  fee  the  fpec- 
tacle  and  combats  during  the  Mohurrum  ;  and  no 
one  who  feels  an  intereft  in  human  happinefs,  can 
be  an  unconcerned  fpeclator.  The  pious  muft  la- 
ment, that  fo  much  zeal  fhould  be  direfted  to  a 
vrrong  objeil ;  and  that  a  faith  fo  lively  fhould  be 
unfupported  by  truth.  Every  man,  friendly  to  the 
interells  of  virtue,  muft  regret  that  future  happinefs, 
or  the  favour  of  Fleaven,  fhould  be  held  up  as  at- 
tainable by  other  means  than  the  practice  of  piety  or 
morality. 

In  a  political  view,  the  celebration  of  the  Mohur- 
rum for  fo  long  a  period  as  ten  days,  muft  be  re- 
garded as  pernicious  to  induftry,  and  expenfive  to 
the  people ;  while  the  gentle  and  humane  affeftions, 
Y/hich  every  good  government  fiiould  cherifli,  muft 
be  weakened  or  effaced  by  the  annual  reprefentation 
of  maifacre  and  bloodflied. 


SECT. 


SECT.  XXIV. 


I 


REIJGIOUS  RITES. 


Mirzapouvy  Dec.  12,  1797. 

Jn  order  to  have  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the 
pra6tical  rites  in  fuch  univerfal  refpeft  in  this  coun- 
try, I  this  day  went  to  hear  prayers  from  a  celebrated 
devotee  of  that  clafs,  called  Faqueers  among  the  na- 
tive Mahomedans,  and  Saniaffee  by  the  Hindoos. 
The  profeilion  fomewhat  refembles  that  of  the  Men- 
dicant Friars  in  Europe :  it  is  aflumed  by  all  the 
clafles  as  well  as  the  Brahmins ;  and  feems  to  be 
adopted  chiefly  from  indolence  and  pride  operating 
on  weak  minds.  This  religious  man  has  long  at- 
tracted the  veneration  of  the  ignorant ;  and  the 
means  he  pradifes  for  this  purpofe  feem  perfedly 
fuited  to  operate  upon  minds  of  their  llender  and 
dark  complexion. 

His 
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His  face  was  painted  red,  intcrfperfed  with  white 
patches  ;  his  body  covered  with  robes  adorned  with 
fhining.  fhells  and  rings  ;  his  whole  countenance  and 
manner  indicated  a  mixture  of  vanity  and  frantic 
pride  which  defies  language  to  exprefs.  He  dif- 
covered  evident  marks  of  fatisfadion  at  our  coming 
to  vifit  him  ;  and  feemed  to  entertain  no  doubt  that 
we  felt  much  veneration  for  his  facred  perfon.  He 
oiFered  up  prayers  to  the  Supreme  Being,  in  our  fa- 
vour, if  thofe  bowlings  and  frightful  gefticulations 
which  he  exhibited,  can  merit  that  appellation.  He 
held  feveral  holy  manufcripts  of  Sanfcrit  Scripture 
in  his  hands,  which  he  frequently  pretended  to  read, 
but  to  us  he  appeared  totally  blind,  and  is  faid  to 
have  never  been  capable,  even  in  his  youth,  to  read 
that  language.  His  long  beard  was  of  immenfe 
bulk,  and  plaited  with  additional  hair,  fo  as  to  tie 
iu  wreaths  about  his  neck. 

This  frantic  votary  of  fuperftition  conilantly  fat 
in  a  fmall  inclofure  refembling  a  pig-ilye  ;  and  op- 
pofite  to  him  there  flood  a  fmall  altar  covered  with 
various  images  of  the  gods,  who  are  the  objecls  of 
popular  worfhip.  Behind  him  flood  a  facred  cow, 
which  the  piety  of  the  natives  enabled  him  to  keep 
well  fed,  and  in  good  order.  In  his  company  there 
are  always  two  or  three  natives,  who  feemed  to  feel 
peculiar  admiration  of  his  fanftity,  and  who,  it  is 
faid,  were  receiving  initiatory  infiruftion,  as  a  pre- 
paration for  embracing  the  fame  profeflion.  Vows 
of  abflinence,  and  of  celibacy,  are  ufually  taken  on 

entering 
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entering  Into  this  holy  order,  which  appear  to  have 

been  the  original  of  the  monadic  vows  fo  well  known 

in  Europe.     Indeed,  the  corruptions  of  chriltianity 

among  every  ignorant   people,  affume  a  flrong  re- 

femblance  to  the   fuperllitious    obfervances    of   the 

!  Hindoos.     There    is    in    both    the   fame  ignorance 

land  contempt  of  moral  duties  ;  the  fame  veneratioil 

for  images,    holy  water,    and  frivolous  rites;     the 

I  fame  difcrimination  of  days,  of  food;  and  a  fimilar 

multiplicity  of  objefts  of  worfhip. 

The  Faqueer,  of  whom  I  now  fpeak,  on  being  of- 
Ifered  money,  displays  anger,  and  a  contempt  for  that 
I  article,  too  marked  to  be  fmcere:  his  reafons  for  re- 
ifufmg  it,  were  however  fufficiently  plaufible  :  '  What 
!  need,  faid  he,  have  I  of  money  ?  I  no  fooner  appear 
'  among  the  people,  than  they  piously  fupply  me  with 
every  thing  I  want  ;  I  am  as  independent  as  a  king.' 
When  his  fmall  (lore  of  fubfiftence  is  exhaufted,  he 
failles  forth  from  his  cell  into  the   public  market- 
place, uttering  the  frantic  gefticulations  and  cries  of 
his  piety.     There  the  multitude  crowd  around,  and 
give  fmall  contributions  of   money  and  proviiions; 
and  fo  deep  is  their  ignorance  and  delufion,  that  this 
is  a  fource  of  fupply  which  he  can   never  exhauft. 
It  is  extremely  unfortunate,  that  the  induflry  and 
■wealth  of   the  people  fhould  thus  be  fubjeded   to 
a  continual  wafte,    which,    in  its  effefts,    can  only 
contribute  to  confirm  their  ignorance,  and  flrengthen 
the  ties  of  fiavery,  by  adding  to  them  the  bonds  of 
fuperflirion.     Hardly  any  clafs  of  the  people  is  pro- 

P  hibited 
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hibited  from  embracing  this  idle  and  pernicious  life  ; 
and  while  indolence  and  pride  are  predominant  fea- 
tures in  every  charader  of  Aha,  they  mufl  operate 
as  powerful  motives  for  its  adoption  *. 

Several  young  perfons  attended  this  religious 
cell,  with  a  view  of  initiation  to  its  rites  ;  they  are 
diftinguifhed  by  their  perfed  nakednefs,  and  the  ex- 
pofure  of  thofe  parts  of  which  modefty  enjoins  the 
concealment.  Their  numbers  are  in  fome  of  the 
upper  provinces  fo  great,  that  the  patient  and  cre- 
dulous liberality  of  the  natives  is  inadequate  to  their 
fupport  y  from  want,  therefore,  they  iffue  from  their 
retreats  in  the  woods  and  mountains,  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  all  induftry  in  the  diflriO:  ;  and  their  fup- 
preilion  by  mihtary  force  is  one  of  the  mod  frequent 
and  arduous  efforts  of  the  police. 

Their  number  even  here  is  confiderable ;  but  as 
they  generally  are  fmgle  individuals,  they  make  few 
violent  attacks  upon  property.  Adjoining  the  cell, 
which  I  have  attempted  to  defcribe,  there  is  another 
devotee  feen  fitting  in  the  open  air  upon  the  ruin  of 
an  old  Hindoo  temple,  which  has  been  undermined 
by  the  Ganges.  He  alfo  is  in  pur  is  natiiralibiis, 
only  his  body  is  walhed  over  with  a  compofition  of 
afhes  and  cow  dung  ;  and  he  is  remarkable  for  a  vow 
that  he  has  made  of  living  upon  allies  as  his  food. 

This 

*  Their  number  has  been  estimated  at  110,000. 
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jThis  aftonlfhing  violation  of  the  dictates  of  nature, 
it  is  faid,  he  faithfully  adheres  to,  only  ufing  the  ne- 
ceffary  precaution  of  mixing  up  his  alhes  with  a  little 
jfweet  milk.     Sitting  in  fackcloth  and  afhes,  was  a 
fwell   known  expreffion  of  forrow  and  repentance 
iamono-  the  Jews  :    how  far  they  may  have  been  in- 
'debted  to  the  Hindoos  for  its  origin,   I  do  not  pre- 
'tend  to  determine.     It  is  certain  that  many  of  the 
culloms  of  Hindoftan  nearly  refemble  thofe  of  an- 
cient Egypt  and    Judea ;    and  the   conjefture  that 
thefe  nations,  and   after  them  the  Europeans,   have 
derived  much   of  their  knowledge,  and  many  cuf- 
toms  from  India,    is    daily  receiving   eflablifhment 
from  new  fads  and  refemblances,  difcovered  in  this 
country. 

The  antiquity  of  the  Hindoo  religion,  learning, 
and  civil  inititutions,  is,  I  believe,  at  prefent  con- 
I  tefted  by  no  perfon  of  information  ;  while  the  extent 
I  of  their  attainments,   and  the  value  of  their  acqui- 
ifitions  is  conllantly  controverted    upon  more  folid 
!  grounds.     Hardly  a  fmgle  art  in  Europe  has  de- 
rived its  improvement  from  our  knowledge  of  India. 
The  religion,  aftronomy,  jurifprudence,  and  moral 
I  fcience  of  the  country  is  daily  becoming  better  un- 
derllood,  but  nothing  has  yet  been  found  fuperior, 
or  even  equal  to  our  own.     And  it  is  farther  to  be 
remarked,  that  every  thing  valuable  in  knowledge  is 
here  confined  to  the  few.     From  every  thing  like 
\  fcience,  the  vulgar  are  wholly  excluded,  as  a  boon 
I  to  them  uncommunicable.     To  the  rational  comforts 
!  P2  of 
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of  religion,  they  are  utter  ftrangers,  unlefs  the  ob- 
lervance  of  the  painful  ceremonies  of  their  fuperflltion-, 
by  foothing  their  terrihed  imagination,  or  gratifying 
their  religious  pride,  can  comfe  under  that  Idea. 

The  exaggerations  of  Oriental  attainments  iir 
fclence  and  learning,  which  fo  often  appear  in  print, 
are  to  be  afcribed  to  that  admiration  and  furprife 
with  which  men  view  monuments  cf  ancient  tafte 
and  literature.  Contemptible  as  the  progrefs  of 
Hindoo  fcience  and  religious  knowledge  has  been, 
when  compared  to  the  duration  of  that-  people,  they 
are  ftill  entitled  to  our  indulgence  and  refpect.  For, 
whatever  reafon  we  may  have  to  regard  the  religion 
we  profefs,  as  more  dignified  In  its  origin,  and  more 
rational  in  its  precepts,  we  ought  not  to  look  upon 
the  fnicere  believers  of  another,  with  fe verity  or  con-  |1 
tempt.  To  hat€  or  defplfe  any  pespk,  becaufe  they 
do  not  profefs  the  fame  faith  with  ourfelves,  or  be-- 
caufe  they  have  not  made  the  fame  attainments  in 
knowledge,  is  to  violate  the  humane  and  liberal  fpi- 
rit  of  our  own  fyftem  ;  which  enjoins  charity  anct 
benevolence  to  all.  If,  of  them  to  whom  much  has 
been  given,  much  fliall  be  required,  forbearance 
and  mutual  love  muft  be  expe£l:ed  from  Chriillans 
on  the  moft  equitable  grounds  ;  becaufe  thefe  duties 
conilitute  a  fundamental  part  of  their  religion. 

In  my  different  flrictures  on  the  Hindoo  manners'j, 
I  have  purpofely  avoided   any  difcuflion  of  their  ab- 
ilrad  theological  tenets,  and  their  fimiiarity  or  dif- 
ference 
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Ibrence  with  thofe  of  Egypt  and  Greece.  Thefe 
enquiries  have  ever  appeared  the  mod  fruitlefs  and 
unprofitable  in  the  whole  field  of  fcience.  To  pur-  I 
fue  the  abfurd  fictions  and  puerile  wanderings  of  the 
human  mind  in  rude  ages  upon  this  myflerious  fub- 
jed,  is  a  difEcult  tafk ;  and  though  attainable,  is  per- 
haps the  lead  ufeful  upon  which  the  mind  can  be 
employed.  We  are  ,as  yet  too  little  acquainted  with 
Sanf<:rit  books,  to  determine  what  was  the  flate  of 
religion  in  Hindoftan  in  the  earlier  ages  ;  and  when 
a  more  complete  knowledge  of  thefe  writings  is  at- 
tained, we  fhall  probably  difcover  a  few  well  known 
fentiments,  difguifed  by  a  mixtu/e  of  abfurdity  and 
error ;  and  'fliall  find  that  the  Hindoos,  as  well  as 
.every  other  people,  have,  by  the  improvements  of  ■ 
of  fcience,  reached  the  knowledge  of  fome  ufefu! 
truths,  while,  in  other  inftances,  they  have  been  le(J 
aftray  by  its  illufions. 

It  Is  comfortable  to  refleft,  that  amiJH  fo  deep  a 
gloom  of  ignorance  and  fuperflitlon,  in  which  fo 
many  millions  of  our  fellow  creatures  in  this  part 
of  the  world  are  involved,  there  fhould  be  found 
fo  little  fubverfive  of  fociety,  and  fo  much  that 
feems  to  promote  its  ends.  Human  victims  to  ap. 
peafe  divine  wrath,  are  not  now  often  facrificed  in 
any  part  of  Hindoflan,  whatever  might  have  been 
praftifed  in  ruder  periods.  I'he  ofterings  made  at 
^he  temples,  confifl  of  money,  fruit,  fiov/ers,  rice, 

P  3  incenfe. 
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incenfe,  and  fplces,  with  the  offering  *  made  at  the 
new  and  full  moon,  on  account  of  the  dead,  called 
the  fraadha. 

In  their  facred  writings,  mention  is  made  of  the- 
facrifice  of  the  Horfe,  of  ihe  White  Elephant,  of  the 
Bull,  and  even  of  Man :  but  the  animal  to  be  facri- 
ficed  muft,  to  be  acceptable,  have  fo  many  peculia- 
rities, that  it  can  never  be  found.  This  humane 
commentary  of  the  Brahmins  precludes  the  exercife 
of  cruelty  f. 

It  is  fortunate,  that  in  a  country  where  the  great 
body  of  the  people  are  occupied  by  the  rites  of  a 
worfbip  fo  grofs  and  illiberal,  a  few  fhould  retain  a 
knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  worfhip  him 
without  the  intervention  of  images,  in  a  manner 
fuited  to  his  nature.  '  The  followers  of  the  Nar- 
genny  Pooja,  or  worfhip  of  the  invifible,  are  deifts  ; 
men  of  cultivated  minds,  on  whom  the  grofs  fables 
of  the  Brahmins  have  no  hold.  One  of  them,  a 
perfon  of  rank  and  property  in  Calcutta,  informed 
me,  that  feveral  men  of  rank  and  education  were  of 
that  perfuafion,  and  acknowledged  no  deities  but  the 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the  world  ;  whofe  fervice 
was  the  obfervance  of  the  laws  of  morality.  In 
every  country,  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  moderates, 

and 

*  Vide  Sketches  of  the  manners  of  the  Hindoos. 
f  Asiatic  Researcher,  Sir  W.  Jones'  Discourses. 
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and  fometimes   overpowers  fuperftition  among  the 
'  'fuperior  ranks. 

Though  fuperftition  mixes  ^vith  every  adiori  of 
a  Hindoo's  life,  yet  there  are  dated  times  for  public 
worfhip,  at  which  the  people,  after  having  bathed, 
refort  to  the  temple.  When  they  come  from  the 
Tank,  they  leave  their  flippers  on  its  bank,'  and  are 
admitted  to  a  veftibule  before  the  temple,  where  the 
idols  are  placed.  There  amidft  the  profound  re- 
verence of  the  people,  the  Brahmins  perform  the 
ceremonies  of  worfliip  ;  whilft  the  dancing  women 
1  perform  their  exercife  in  the  court,  fmging  at  the 
fame  time  the  praifes  of  the  divinity,  to  the  found  of 
various  inftruments. 

The  Hindoos,  in  the  exercife  of  Individual  and 
private  devotion,  as  well  a^  public,  found  a  bell, 
and  blow  a  conch  or  fnell.     Then   too,  they  have 

I  an  idol  of  gold,  or  filver,  or  wood,  placed  upon 
a    throne ;    a  cenfer   is  kept    continually  burning. 

I  The  idol  is  wafhed  in  a  metal  bafon ;  and  cups 
containing  rice,  fruit,  and  fweetmeats,  are  placed 
before  it ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  v/orfhipper  is  re- 
peating his  prayers  ;  and  the  Bramin,  after  having 
marked  the  forehead  of  the  idol  with  a  colouring 
fubftance,  impofes  a  fnnilar  one  on  the  worfhipper. 
Hence,  in  walking  along  the  ftrcets,  you  meet  the 
people  with  marks  of  various  fhapes  and  colours, 
according  to  the  fed  and  tribe  of  each.     The  cere- 

monv 
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mony  concludes  by  dividing  the  iruit  and  fweetmeats 
among  thofe  prefent,  and  carefully  wrapping  up  the 
idol  and  his  throne,  which  are  laid  up  till  another 
a6t  of  worfhip  is  to  be  performed. 


SECT. 


SECT.    XXV. 


OF  THE  CRUELTY  OF  THE  MAHOMMEDANS  IN  INDIA. 


•  • 


Allahabad,  1798. 

T^E  mufTulman,  probably  owes  his  ignorance  of  all 
polite  learning,  more  to  the  exclufive  zeal  and  bigot- 
try  of  his  religious  fyflem,  than  to  any  defect  of  na- 
tijre.  All  knowledge  but  that  of  the  Coran,  to  him 
appears  not  only  profane,  but  heretical  and  fmful. 
Thofe  who  differed  from  the  all-fufficient  fyflem  of 
his  faith,  were  deemed  not  merely  contemptible,  but 
odious:  hence  his  pious  enthufrafm  decreed  war  and 
deflruftion  againft  mankind,  and  the  recorded  know- 
ledge of  pafl  ages,  A  competent  knowledge  of  the 
arts  and  fciences,  befides  its  ictrinfic  value,  and  the 
immediate  advantages  it  confers  upon  fociety,  gene- 
rally bellows  alfo  its  befl  ornaments.  Generofity, 
poHtenefs  and  humanity,  have  always  been  the  at- 
tendants, if  not  the  effeds  of  literature. 

Scilicet  ingeimas  didicijfe  fideliter  artes 
Ejnollit  inorcsy  mcfmit  ejfefcros. 


Had 
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Had  the  Roman  poet  lived  in  our  days,  he  mightl 
have  illuftrated  his  maxim  by  the  hiftory  of  the  Mo. 
guls  :  their  ignorance  and  contempt  of  learning  hasj 
ever  been  accompanied  with  cruelty  and  barbarity  tol 
the  vanquiftied.     When  that  people,  under  Zengis,] 
had  fubdued  the  northern  provinces  of  China,  it  was] 
ferioufly   propofed,   not  in   the  hour  of  victory  anw 
paffion,  but  in  calm  deliberate  council,  to  extermi- 
nate all  the  inhabitants  of  that  populous   country,] 
The  execution  of  this  horrid  defign  was  averted,  byj 
the  dextrous  management  of  a  mandarin,  who  en- 
gaged their  avarice  in  behalf  of  his  countrymen,  by| 
reprefenting  the  immenfe  riches  thefe  provinces  would 
yield  by  the  produce  of  their  manufaftures. 

"  In  the  cities  of  Afia,  fays  Mr  Gibbon  *,  the  in- 
human abufe  of  the  rights  of  war,  was  exercifed  with 
a  regular  form  of  difcipline :  The  inhabitants  who 
had  fubmitted  to  their  difcretion,  were  ordered  to 
evacuate  their  houfes,  and  to  affembie  in  fome  plain 
adjacent  to  the  city;  when  a  divifion  was  made  of  the 
vanquifhed  into  three  parts.  The  firft  clafs  confiiled 
of  the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  and  of  the  young  men 
capable  of  bearing  arms  ;  and  their  fate  was  inflantly 
decided  :  They  were  either  malTacred  on  the  fpot, 
or  eniifted  among  the  Moguls,  who,  with  pointed' 
fpears,  and  bended  bows,  had  formed  a  circle 
round    the  captive   multitude.      The    fecond    clafs 

compofed 

*  Decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  vol.  iii,  p.  567. 
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compofed  of  the  young  and  beautiful  women,  of  the 
artificers  of  every  rank  and  profeffion,  of  the  more 
weakhy  or  honourable  citizens,  from  whom  a  private 
ranfom  might  be  expected,  was  diftributed  in  equal 
and  proportionable  lots.  The  remainder,  whofe  life 
or  death  was  alike  ufelefs  to  the  conquerors,  were 
permitted  to  returu  to  the  city  ;  which  in  the  mean 
time  had  been  {tripped  of  its  valuable  furniture  ;  and 
a  tax  was  impofed  on  thofe  wretched  inhabitants  for 
the  indulgence  of  breathing  their  native  air. 

"  Such  was  the  behaviour  of  the  Moguls,  when 
they  were  not  confcious  of  any  extraordinary  rigour. 
But  the  moft  cafual  provocation,  the  flighteil  motive 
of  caprice  or  convenience,  (he  might  have  added 
zeal,)  often  provoked  them  to  maffacre  a  whole  people. 
The  ruin  of  fome  flourifhing  cities  was  executed  with 
fuch  unrelenting  perfeverance,  that,  according  to 
their  own  expreffions,  horfes  might  run  without 
tumbling  on  the  ground  where  they  once  flood. 
The  four  great  capitals  Khorailan,  Maru,  Neifabour, 
and  Herat,  were  deftroyed  by  the  armies  of  Zengis  ; 
and  the  exact  account,  which  was  taken  of  the  flain, 
amounted  to  4,347,000  perfons.'* 

TiMUR,  the  founder  of  the  dynafty  lately  on  the' 
throne,  v;as  educated  in  a  lefs  barbarous  age,  and  in 
the  profeflion  of  the  Mahomedan  faith  ;  but  the  zeal 
of  the  milTionary  feems  to  have  filenced  the  dictates 
of  humanity.  His  profefl  admirer  and  hiftorian, 
Sherefeddin  Aly,  informs  us  that  he  maffacred  in  his 

3  camp 
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camp  before  Delhi,  100,000  Indian  prifoners  who 
had  fmiled  when  the  army  of  their  countrymen  ap- 
peared in  their  fight.    Several  lofty  towers  were  erec- 
ted by  him  of  human  fcuUs  ;  and,  for  thefe  ftruclures 
Ifpahan  furnifhed  70,000,  while  Bagdat  was  condem- 
ned after  a  revolt  to  fupply  90,000  heads  *.     In  imi- 
tating fuch  favage  monilers  of  his  nation,  the  celebrat- 
ed Attila  might  juftly  affume  the  well-earned  epithet 
of  the  Scourge  of  God,  as  a  title  of  his  royal  dignity. 
Did  not  our  own  experience,  and  the  prefent  condud 
of  the  Moguls,  fo  ftrongly  countenance    thefe  facts 
recorded  in  hiilory,  it  would  ,be  abnoil  impoflible  to 
yield  our  aifent  to  their  truth.     Since  the  arrival  of   , 
many  Europeans  now  in  India,  a6Hons  equally  bar-  '  t 
i'^arou.s  have  been  committed  under  their.eye,  though  '  i 
the  weaknefs    of  the    prefent    Mahomedan   princes 
may  have  confined  the  extent   of  their   cruelty  to  a 
narrower  fphere.  The  fortune  of  war  has  placed  feve- 
ral  European  and  native  detachments  in  the  power  of 
Jlyder  Ali  and  of  Tippoo,  and  the  treatment  they  in  ji 
general  received  was  equally  inhuman,  and  perhaps 
as  incredible  as  any  of  the  above.     In  detailing  fadls 
that  fo  deeply  affe£l  the  character  of  a  whole  people, 
vou  have  a  rio-ht  to  the  beft  authoritv.    I  fhall  jrladlv  i 
relieve  myfelf  from  the  refponfibility,  by  giving  you  i  i 
the  very  words  of  a  refpeftable  officer,  w4io  has  been  H 
himfelf  a  witnefs  to  the  fufferings  he  defcribes,  and   ' 
ivhich  he  has  had  the  misfortune  to  fliare. 

"TpE 

*  Jderci,  in  a  note,  p.  368. 
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"  The  Chief,  to  whom  Colonel  Baillie  held  up 

|the  flag  of  truce,  treated  it  at  firfl  with   contempt, 

raid  at  the  fame  time  endeavouring  to  cut  off  the  Co-' 

lonel.     A  few  minutes  after  this,  our  men  received 

orders  to  lav  down  their  arms,  with  an  intimation 

that  quarter  would  be  granted.     This  order  was  no 

fooner  complied  with,  than  the  enemy  rulhed  upon- 

them  in  the  mod  ferocious  manner^^:  feven  eighths  of 

the  whole  were  put  to  the  fword  ;   and  but  for  the 

humane  4nterpofition  of  the  French  commanders, 

Lally  and  Pimoran,  who  implored  and  inlifted  with 

the  conquerors  to  fhew  mercy,  the  gallant  remains 

i  of  our  little  army  mud  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  that 

I  lavage  third  of  blood  with  which  the  tyrant  difgraccd 

I  his  vidlory. 

"  While  the  enemy's  horfe  and  elephants  march- 
ed again  and  again  in  barbarian  triumph  over  the 
field  of  battle,  the  wounded  and  bleeding  Englilh, 
who  were  not  indantly  trodden  to  death  by  the  feet 
of  thefe  animals,  lingered  out  a  miferabk  exidence, 
expofed  in  the  day  to  the  burning  rays  of  the  verti- 
cal fun,  and  in  the  night  to  the  ravages  of  foxes, 
jackals,  and  tigers,  allured  to  that  horrid  fcene  by 
the  fcent  of  human  blood.  Many  officers,  as  well 
as  privates,  dripped  of  all  that  they  had,  after  pro- 
tracing  hour  after  hour,  and  day  after  day,  in 
pain,  miferably  perilhed  :  others  rifmg,  as  it  were 
from  the  dead,  after  an  incredible  lofs  of  blood, 
which  induced  for  a  time  the  mod  perfect  infenfi- 
bility  and  dupefadion,  found  means  to  rejoin  their 

frientis 
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friends  in  chains,  with  whom  they  were  deftlned  for 
years  to  fhare  the  horrors  of  a  jail,  rendered  flill 
more  dreadful  by  frequent  apprehenfion  of  that  af- 
faffination,  which  they  had  the  mod  undoubted 
proofs,  had  been  praclifed  on  numbers  of  their  fel- 
low fufferers,  difperfed  in  different  places  of  con- 
finement, throughout  the  dominions  of  a  barbarous 
enemy. 

"  Many  of  thefe  unfortunate  officers  were,  in  faft, 
cut   off  by  poifon,   after   fuffering   every   indignity 
which  the  mofl  wanton  cruelty  can  inflift.     Under 
thefe  hardfhips,  feveral  died,  and  were  caft,  not  into 
a  grave,  but  into  a  jungle,  where  the  jackals  de- 
voured their  emaciated  carcafes.     Some  were  driven 
to  madnefs,  a  few  were  compelled  to  em.brace,  at 
leaft  outwardly,  the  Mahomedan  religion,  and  were 
forced  to  fubmit  to  the  difgraceful  rite  of  initiation. 
This  was  in  general  the  fate  of  the  boys  ;  >;v'ho  were 
intended   to  recruit  and  improve  the   army  of  the 
conqueror.     Their  lot  was,  perhaps,   the  moil   ex- 
cruciating of  all ;  fmce  it  was  embittered,  not  m.erely 
by  perfonal  fuffering,  but  by  a  feehng  of  degradation 
and  felf-reproach  for  their  involuntary  apoflacy.    As 
often  as  they  were  feen  by  their  countrymen,  from 
the  jail,  performing  the  exercife  under  the   lafli  of 
their  maflers,  and  in  Mahomedan  drefs,  tears  from 
fhame,  rather  than  from  pain,  were  feen  to  drop 
from  their  eves. 

«  That 
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*'  That  this  treatment  was  not  more  charaderiftic 
of  the  tyrant's  cruelty,  than  that  of  his  flaves,  the 
iprifoners  witnefled  many  mortifying  proofs.  The 
!men  who  carried  the  doolies  of  the  fick,  as  well  as 
fome  others  of  the  lower  cafts  of  people  in  Hyder's 
.dominions,  frequently  reviled  them  in  terms  too 
grofs  to  be  repeated.  They  told  them  that  they 
Ihould  be  forced  to  eat  their  own  dung,  and  ex- 
ipreffed  their  hope,  "  that  when  they  arrived  at  the 
jplace  of  deftination,  Hyder  would  not  fail  to  put 
I  them  to  death." 

! 

I     You  will,  from   declamations   you  hear  a^ainfl 
European  rapacity  in  the  Eaft,  be  led  to  attribute 
Ithefe  feverities  to  the  antipathy,  or  revenge  of  the 
i  Myforean  king  ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  fimi- 
iar  circumftances,  he  would  have  treated  his  coun- 
Lrymen,  or  even  his  own  fubjects  with  greater  hu- 
jmanity.     The  emperors   of  Hindoilan  have  always 
j  been  in  the  habit  of  treating  their  enemy  with  cruel- 
I  ty ;   and  the  head  of  a  fallen  foe  has  ever  been  the 
moft  grateful  prefent  a  dutiful  fubje£t  could  offer  to 
his  fovereign.     Stratagems,  treafons,  and   maffacre, 
comprehend  the  whole  fcope  and   range  of  Indian 
pohtics ;   nor  is  the  man  who  fuccefsfully  pradifes 
them,  regarded  with  "fo  much  abhorence  as  admi- 
ration.    When  a  defpot  dies,  hereditary  fucceffion  is 
not  fo  invariably  the  rule  of  fupplying  the  vacant 
throne,  as  the  power  or  addrefs  of  the  competitors  : 
and  the  elevation  of  a  fon  to  the  Muftiud  is  the 
fignal  of  death  to  all  his  brothers.     During  the  mofl 

flouriihing 
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jRourifliing  period  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  the  hypo- 
critical Aurengzebe  wrefled  the  fceptre  from  his  owi 
father  *  ;  and  imprifoned  him  for  life  in  his  palace, 
by  the  inftrumentality  of  his  grandfon.     While  the] 
iifurper  committed  this  outrage  lagainll  filial   duty,] 
he   was  religioufly   worfhipping  at  the  tomb  of  his 
grandfather  Acber  ;  and,  as  the  reward  of  his  trea- 
ibn,  he  enjoyed  the  thfone  of  Hindollan  for  near  hali 
a  century,  and  tranfmitted  his  name  as  an  example,! 
not  as  a  warning,  to  his  pofterity.     The  prefent  em« 
peror,  after  having  his  eyes  put  out  by  his  rebellious] 
fubjeccs,   fuffers  daily   indignities    worfe  thad  death 
to  a  mind  of  any  fenfibility. 

The  prefent  Nabob  of  Oude,  after  the  elevation 
of  his  brother,  had  frequent  attempts  made  againfl 
his  life  by  poifon  ;  which  he  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
retaliate  in  the  fame  manner  ;  nor  have  either  of 
thefe  intended  aflaffins  forfeited  the  efteem  or  alle- 
giance of  their  fubjefts.  It  is  firmJy  believed,  that 
the  fliort  reign  of  Vizier  Ali,  which  intervened  be- 
tween that  of  the  brothers,  was  marked  by  two  dif- 
ferent attempts  to  murder  the  Englifli  officers,  and 
the  Governor-General.  Colonel  Dow,  unable  to  de- 
ny this  propenfity  to  cruelty,  or  controvert  fuch  a 
train  of  fafts,  endeavours  to  palliate  it  by  urging  the 
neceffity  laid  upon  every  individual  of  royal  birth, 
who  has  no  alternative  between  the  throne  or  a  grave; 

'but 

*  Shab  Jehan,  vide  Dow's  Hist.  Hinclostatv. 
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but  this  very  neceflity  originates  in  the  cruel  maxims 
of  Mogul  government ;  and  the  dreadful  effed  of 
cruelty,  is  by  him  inadvertently  held  up  to  palliate 
its  guilt. 


O  SECT. 


SECT.  XX VL 


OF  SOME  DETACHED  CUSTOMS  AMONG  THE  NATIVES, 


6 


Mirzapour,  Dec.  9,  1798. 

An  European  on  firft  beholding  the  cottages  of  the 
Hindoos,  is  ftruck  with  the  meannefs  of  their  ap- 
pearance.  The  whole  flock  of  furniture  and  clothing 
of  a  family,  make  a  very  humble  ftore  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  fix  or  eight  perfons  :  but  thefe  wants  are  in 
general  proportioned  to  the  means  of  fupply,  and  in 
a  year  of  ordinary  plenty,  a  native  of  this  country  is 
not  much  more  at  a  lofs  for  the  necelfaries  of  life 
than  an  European.  A  family  that  has  never  drank  any 
thing  flronger  than  water,  nor  eat  a  more  fubftantial 
meal  than  rice  and  vegetables,  is  placed  as  nearly  as 
human  beings  can  be  beyond  the  reach*  of  fortune. 

Amidst  all  their  penury,  therefore,  the  Hindoos 
apparently  enjoy  a  larger  ihare  of  domeftic  comfort 
than  could   be  looked  for  in   fuch    circumftances. 

The 
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i 

I 

I  The  members  of  a  family,  like  thofe  of  the  flate,  pay 

implicit  fubmiffion  to  the  head  of  it;  and  look  up  to 
him  with  great  refpect.  There  are  here  few  inftances 
of  undutifulnefs  to  parents ;  fo  far  otherwife,  a  fon 
will  not  fit  down  in  the  prefence  of  his  father,  im- 
iefs  he  receives  his  command  fo  to  do.  The  women 
are  remarkable  for  gentlenefs  and  fubmiffion  :  their 
feclufion  from  fociety  is,  among  the  lower  ranks,  but 
I  partially  inforced  *,  and  where  it  is  mod  rigid- 
ly adhered  to,  probably  occafions  little  regret,  as 
ideas  of  happinefs  are  much  influenced  by  habit;  and 
a  Hindoo  female  is  equally  furprifed  how  enjoyment 
fliould  be  found  in  company,  as  an  European  lady 
lean  be  at  her  bearing  the  horrors  of  confinement. 
Ejpofed  to  few  of  the  afperities  of  life,  and  ilrangers 
to  ambition,  a  native  family  enjoys  not  only  tranquil- 
lity, but  contentment  and  cheerfulnefs ;  and  even 
under  defpotic  government,  is  perhaps  lefs  frequently 
difturbed  in  its  noifelefs  tenor  of  life,  than  one  in  the 
fame  fphere  in  Europe, 

In  the  private  merrymakings  of  the  Hindoos,  great 
ufe  is  made  of  mufical  inftruments,  as  well  as  vocal 

Q  2  performances. 

*  From  every  enquiry  I  have  made  of  tlie  inliabitants  in  the 
interior  parts  of  India,  I  find  where  there  are  few  strangers  they 
do  not  conane  their  women.  The  people  are  naturally  shy,  and 
from  religious  prejudices  refrain  from  intercourse  with  stran- 
gers. Dr  Robertson  is  probably  well  founded  in  his  conjecture, 
that  the  degree  of  restraint  in  which  the  Hindoo  women  are 
kept,  is  borrowed  from  their  Mahommedan  conquerors. 


i 
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performances.  The  airs  are  fimple  and  not  unplea- 
fant.  Fire  works  have  been  a  principal  amufement 
at  public  rejoicings  from  the  earliefl  periods.  Fire 
balls,  or  blue  lights,  employed  in  befieged  places,  to 
obferve  the  motions  and  pofitions  of  the  enemy  du« 
ring  the  night,  are  in  ufe  all  over  India,  and  in 
greater  perfection  than  in  Europe.  In  thofe  parts 
that  have  never  been  vifited  by  Europeans  or  Ma- 
homedans,  rockets  are  found,  a  weapon  almoft  of  j 
univerfal  ufe  in  Indian  war.  This  inflrument  con- 
fifts  of  a  tube  of  iron  about  eight  inches  long,  and 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  clofed  at  one  end. 
It  is  filled  and  faflened  to  a  bamboo  about  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  walking  cane,  and  about  four  feet  long, 
which  is  pointed  with  iron.  At  the  oppofite  end  of 
the  tube  from  this  point,  is  the  match  :  the  man 
who  ufes  it,  points  the  end  of  the  {baft  which  is  Ihod 
with  iron,  to  the  objeft  at  which  he  aims;  and  fet.. 
ting  fire  to  the  match,  it  flies  off  with  great  velocity. 
From  the  irregularity  of  its  motion,  the  rocket  is 
difficult  to  be  avoided,  and  it  fometimes  acts  with 
confiderable  effeft,  efpecially  among  cavalry. 

The  late  emibafly  to  China,  has  eftablifhed  the 
great  proficiency  made  by  that  people,  in  every 
fpecies  of  fire-work,  and  particularly  in  their  noftur- 
nal  illuminations  ;  yet  it  does  not  appear,  that  either 
they  or  the  Hindoos  were  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of 
artillery  before  the  Europeans.  In  the  Gentoo  laws, 
there  is  a  prohibition  of  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  but  the 
words  fo  tranllated,  may  be  equally  truly  rendered 

ami 
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arms  Oii  fire.  Mention  is  made  in  Sanfcrit  of  fhe- 
tagney,  or  the  weapon  that  kills  an  hundred  men  at 
once,  which  has  been  tranflated  cannon  ;  but  thefe 
expreffions  afford  hardly  any  proof  of  the  Hindoos 
being  poffeffed  of  fuch  a  difcovery.  Guns  are  now 
ufed  over  all  Hindoftan,  and  had  they  been  equally 
common  at  the  period  when  the  country  was  firft  vifit- 
ed  by  Europeans,  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that 
they  would  have  attracted  their  obfervation. 

The  final  folution  of  that  queftion  which  has  been 
confiderably  agitated  of  late,  whether  the  eaftern  or 
European  nations  firfh  underftood  the  ufe  of  fire  arms, 
will  probably  reft  in  favour  of  the  latter  ;  a  fubflance 
poffeffing  many  of  the  properties  of  gun  powder,  was 
known  in  Afia  long  previous  to  its  difcovery  in 
Europe,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  applied 
much  to  the  improvement  of  the  art  of  war,  and  for 
the  ufe  of  artillery,  not  at  all. 

Several  changes  in  that  art  are  however  certainly 
introduced  in  Afia.  The  ufe  of  chariots  is  frequent- 
ly mentioned  in  the  Sanfcrit  writings,  and  from  thefe 
it  appears  that  the  infantry  were  placed  in  the  center, 
cavalry  on  each  flank  of  the  arriiy,  and  beyond  thefe 
chariots  of  war*. 

(;i^  The 

*  Vide  tlie  Heetopades,  translated  by  Mr  Wilklns      Qui'^- 
is  Curtius  mentions  the  same  fact,  lib.  3.  c.  14. 
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The  Hindoo  code  contains  feveral  regulations, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  their  law  of  nations,  and 
which  charafterife  them  as  a  humane,  and  in  fome 
refpefts  a  civilized  people.  It  prohibits  not  only  the 
weapons  termed  fire-arms,  but  all  poifoned  inftru- 
ments.  It  forbids  alfo  violence  to  all  incapable  of 
defence,  or  who  foHcit  quarter.  It  forbids  the 
ilaughter  of  any  one  who  has  no  means  of  efcape  j 
of  a  perfon  who  is  fitting  down ;  of  him  who  is  na- 
ked, or  afleep;  and  in  fhort  of  every  perfon  not  ac- 
tually engaged  in  hoflilities. 

The  inftitutions  of  the  Hindoos,  like  thofe  of  eve- 
ry other  nation  in  an  imperfed  Itate  of  improvement, 
retain,  along  with  thefe  humane  provifions,  an  un- 
feemly  mixture  of  their  priftine  barbarifm.  Trial 
by  ordeal,  which  was  formerly  fo  com.mon  among 
the  half  civihzed  nations  of  Europe,  ftill  keeps  its 
place  in  the  Hindoftanee  code  :  various  fpecits  of 
this  trial  are  there  particularized,  and  the  precife 
mode  of  conducting  them  defined.  Fire  or  water  is 
mod  ufually  employed,  but  other  methods  are  fome- 
times  adopted  by  choice  of  the  parties  *.  A  perfon 
of  rank  being  accufed  of  correfponding  with  the 
enemy  in  time  of  war,  thus  writes;  "  Let  my  accufer 
be  produced  ;  let  me  fee  him  face  to  face  ;  let  the 
mod  venemous  fnakes  be  put  into  a  pot  ^  let  us  put 

our 

*  Vide  Asiatic  Pv.esearches,  wliere  this  mode  of  trial  Is  de- 
scribed at  large. 


iNDIAN  RECREATIONS.  24^ 

)\ir  hands  into  it  together ;  let  it  be  covered  for  a 
,:ertain  time ;  and  he  who  remains  unhurt  fhall  be 
■nnocent.'* 

A  mode  of  trial  which  leaves  the  decifion  of  a 
caufe  to  chance,  or  the  immediate  interpofition  of  a 
miraculous  power,  certainly  indicates  a  (late  of  fo- 
ciety  not  far  advanced  in  the  fcience  of  jurifpru- 
dence.  Yet  when  the  caufe  is  perplexed,  fuch  an 
appeal  feems  natural  enough  to  a  limple  people.  It 
vas  adopted  by  the  Jews  in  an  early  period :  and 
among  them  it  was  accompanied,  as  it  is  here,  with 
all  the  folemnity  of  a  religious  ceremony,  to  render 
it  more  awful  and  impreffive  upon  the  minds  of  the 
parties. 

There  feems,  as  formerly  obferved,  to  be  a  con-> 
fiderable  fmiilarity  between  fome  of  the  rites  and  re- 
hgious  obfervances  of  the  Jews  and  the  eaftern  na- 
tions. The  Sanniafles  or  Faqueers,  who  feparatc 
themfelves  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  in  confequence 
of  a  vow,  refemble  the  Nazarites  among  the  Jews, 
whofe  conduct  was  regulated  by  certain  legal  injunc- 
tions. Vide  Numb.  ch.  ii.  v.  2.  "  Speak  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  and  fay  unto  them,  when  either 
man  or  woman  ihall  feparate  themfelves  to  vow  a 
vow  of  a  Nazarite,  to  feparate  themfelves  unto  the 
Lord,  &c." — V.  5,  "  All  the  days  of  the  vow  of* 
his  feparation  there  fhall  no  razor  come  upon  his 
head  j  until  the  days  be  fulfilled,  in  which  he  fepa- 
rateth  to  the  Lord,  he  fhall  be  holy,  and  Ihall  let  the 

Q  4  locks 
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locks  of  the  hair  of  his  head  grow." — ^v.  6.  "  All 
the  days  that  he  feparateth  himfelf  unto  the  Lord  he 
fhall  come  at  no  dead  body.'*  This  particular  relat- 
ing to  approaching  a  dead  body,  is  ftriclly  a  part  of 
Hindoo  manners  at  prefent.  A  party  coming  from 
the  Ganges  with  water,  if  met  by  a  dead  perfon  car^ 
ried  thither,  pour  out  the  water  as  impure,  and 
bring  another  load. 

Thi  law  of  retaliation  was  obferved  among  both 
nations :  both  were  difpofed  to  fubftitute  certain 
rites,  inflead  of  religious  duty  :  circumcifion  is  the 
initiatory  ceremony  to  the  religion  of  both ;  and  a 
Jew,  as  well  as  a  Muflulman,  refted  his  hope  of  fal- 
vation  upon  that,  and  other  obfervances  equally  fri^ 
volous.  It  required  ftrong  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
firfl  teachers  of  Chriftianity,  to  convince  the  former 
that  rectitude  of  conduft  was  of  more  importance 
than  outward  fhow  ;  and  that  "  neither  circumcifion 
nor  uncircumcifion  availeth  any  thing,  but  a  new 
creature."  We  find  that  they,  as  well  as  other  un- 
informed nations,  paid  a  fuperftitious  regard  to  cer* 
tain  days,  and  entertained  an  averfion  to  certain  fpe- 
cies  of  food ;  though  in  this  they  were  not  en- 
couraged, but  difavowed  by  their  befl  teachers  who 
declared  "  their  falls,  their  new  moons*,  and  their 
fabbaths  to  be  an  abomination."  The  fimple 
dodrine  which  teaches  to  "  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and 

learn 

*  The  Mussulmans,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  pay  a  kind  of  wor- 
ship to  the  new  moon. 
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iearn  to  do  well,'*  has  been  unpopular  with  the 
liiultitude  in  all  countries.  To  them  the  belief  oF 
myftery,  and  the  practice  of  fuperllition  is  eafy  ;  but 
.the  reformation  of  life,  is  like  the  afcent  from  hell. 
Hie  labor,  hac  oj^us* 


SECT. 


SECT.  XXVII. 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  LITERATURE  AMONG  THE  NATIVES 

OF  INDIA. 


Allahabad,  July  1797. 

The  learning  of  the  Hindoos  and  Muflulmans,  asi 
to  the  quantum  of  it,  has  of  late  been  the  fubjed  of' 
much  difcullion.  Parties  have  been  formed,  each 
with  a  fyftem  to  defend  ;  one  carrying  their  preten- 
fions  to  knowledge  above  all  reafonable  bounds  j 
and  the  other  attempting  to  depreciate  their  attain- 
ments in  fcience  to  a  flandard,  perhaps,  lower  than 
the  truth. 

Few  of  their  books  have  yet  been  tranflated  into 
the  European  languages,  or  made  the  objeds  of  im- 
partial criticifm.  All  their  flock  of  knowledge, 
whether  great  or  fniall,  is  confined  to  the  various 
nianufcripts,  either  preferved  in  the  public  libraries,- 
©r  in  the  cabinets  of  the  learned, 

1  Tiy( 
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The  art  of  printing  being  unknown,  or  at  leaft 
never  pra6lifed,  literature  in  India  has  always  necef- 
farily  been  confined  to  a  very  narrow  circle  :  the 
author  of  Seir  Mutakhareen,  giving  an  account  of  the 
learned  men  who  flouriftied  in  the  time  of  Ali  Verdi 
Khan,  furniflies  a  few  hints  that  will  ferve  as  a  bafis 
for  forming  an  impartial  eftimate  of  the  flate  of  Ma- 
homedan  literature.  Whether  his  prejudices  led 
him  to  overlook  the  Hindoo  fages  of  that  period,  or 
whether  their  want  of  merit  rendered  them  unwor- 
thy of  his  notice,  is  a  point  which  we  do  not  venture 
to  decide :  the  fa£t  is  certain  that  he  particularizes 
•lone  of  the  unbelievers. 

The  firft  of  this  illuflrious  body  who  decorated 
the  reign  of  Ali  Verdi,  was  Moluvy  *  Naflyr,  born 
in  the  province  of  Behar.  This  man,  we  are  told, 
was  "  a  fcholar  of  fo  great  credit,  that  he  followed 
his  mailer  into  Perfia  ;  and  though  his  poverty  ob- 
liged him  to  walk  all  the  way  on  foot,  he  did  not 
omit  a  leffon  any  one  day.**  His  attainments  are  faid 
to  have  correfponded  with  this  ardour  of  purfuit : 
for  he  is  reprefented  as  profoundly  verfed  in  aftro- 
nomy,  mathematics,  and  algebra.  He  attained  to 
the  rank  of  fecond  meffenger  from  the  Perfian 
court,  to  carry  its  difpatches  to  the  governors  on 
the  frontier  provinces  towards  India.  He  returned 
at  laft  to  India,  where  he  obtained  a  jaghir  in  his 

native 

*  Moluvy  Is  the  title  corresponding  to  JDcctor. 
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native  province,  near  Patna,  where  his  poflerity  now 
live." 

Such  is  the  account  given  of  this  great  man,  by 
Golam  HofTein  Khan.  With  regard  to  his  aflro- 
nomy  and  algebra,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe 
fciences  were  chiefly  employed  in  calculating  nati- 
vities, and  predifting  future  events,  from  the  pofition 
of  the  heavenly  bodies.  According  to  this  author's 
own  teftimony,  every  prince  or  governor  of  a  pro- 
vince kept  in  his  retinue  a  number  of  aflrologers, 
whom  he  confulted  on  every  enterprize,  nor  would 
they  move  from  their  ftation  on  the  moll  urgent  bu- 
fmefs  till  a  favourable  hour  had  been  decided  upon 
by  thefe  fages.  Even  at  prefent,  after  two  hundred 
years  intercourfe  with  the  Englifh,  their  appetite  for 
divination  and  prophecy  has  not  much  abated.  The 
Nabob  of  Oude  confults  his  aflrologers  what  dre  fs  it 
"will  be  mofl  lucky  to  appear  in  each  day ;  at  what 
door  he  is  to  go  out,  and  by  which  to  enter  his  pa- 
lace after  an  excurfion.  The  pooreil  of  the  people 
will  ilrlp  off  their  rags  to  engage  a  fortune-teller  to 
declare  their  future  deftiny ;  and  for  this  they  will 
part  with  a  dinner,  though  they  may  not  have  a  meal 
befides.^  Probably  the  greatefl  merit  of  the  cele- 
brated Moluvy  Naflyr  confided  in  his  knowing  the 
language  of  the  north  of  India,  and  interpreting  to 
men.  in  office  from  the  Perfian  Court. 

This  panegyrifl  declares  that  he  became  "  a  pro- 
ficient in  the  whole  circle  of  the  fciences,'*  fpecifying 

the 
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the  mathematics  as  one  fource  of  his  renown ;  how- 
ever you  will  recoiled,  that  as  there  was-  at  this 
period  no  fort  regularly  conftrudted  in  India,  nor 
any  tolerable  train  of  artillery,  the  Rev.  Moluvy*s 
mathematics  mufl  have  been  chiefly  fpeculative. 

The  next  In  rank  among  the  Mahomedan  fcholars, 
[is  the  fon  of  NalTyr,  Daood  Aaly  Khan.  It  is  faid 
of  him,  "  that  having  obtained  the  whole  paternal 
eflate,  by  the  partiality  of  his  father,  he  portioned 
it  out  among  the  different  members  of  the  family,  in 
the  manner  regulated  by  the  laws  of  God*." 

After  having  In  this  manner  arranged  his  affairs, 
we  are  informed,  "  that  he  felt  himfelf  fired  with  a 
defire  of  vifiting  the  gate  of  the  pontif  of  this  worldf: 
of  beholding  the  completion  of  muffulmanifm|  ;  and 
of  kiffmg  the  threfhold  of  that  door  which  is  watch- 
ed by  hods  of  angels  ||. 

"  After  having  enjoyed  to  his  contentment  the 
meafure  of  happinefs  after  which  his  heart  panted,  he 
returned  to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  paffed  away 
his  time  in  affifting  the  Seyds  and  neceffitous§.     In 

the 


*  That  is  of  the  Coran. 

f  Nedjef.  t  Mecca. 

II  Medina,  where  is  the  tomb  of  Mahomet. 

§  Seyds  are  the  descendents  of  AH. 
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the  number  of  caufes  daily  brought  before  him  for! 
his  decifion,  for  he  was  both  a  cafuifl  aPxd  a  magif- 
trate,  his  fole  view  was  to  cut  fhort  differences  toi 
the  fatisfaftion  of  both  parties.  He  alfo  contented 
himfelf  with  his  legal  fees  ;  and  this  pittance,  joined 
to  his  portion  of  the  paternal  eftate,  he  managed  with 
fo  much  economy,  as  to  enable  him  to  relieve  the 
needy,  and  to  adminiller  comfort  to  widows  and  or- 
phans  whom  he  admitted  to  his  table ;  without  at- 
tempting to  live  on  better  fare  in  private  by  himfelf." 

This  alludes  to  the  Indian  method  of  giving  enter* 
tainments:  which  if  judged  by  our  notions,  is  ftrong- 
ly  marked  with  indehcacy.  The  guefls  all  fit  upon 
a  fquare  carpet ;  the  mafter  of  the  feafl  being  placed 
at  the  north  fide.  A  number  of  feparate  difhes  are 
placed  before  him ;  and  a  different  affortment  lefs 
delicate  along  the  two  fides,  according  to  the  rank 
of  the  guefls.  Towards  the  farther  end  of  the  car- 
petting,  the  guefls  of  inferior  note  are  feated,  and 
the  difhes  are,  before  them,  greatly  inferior  both  in" 
number  and  quality.  This  management  fo  indelicate, 
according  to  our  ideas,  was  confpicuous  even  at  the 
tables  of  the  mofl  illuflrious  Romans.  A  different 
fpecies  of  bread,  and  an  inferior  wine,  were  ferved 
to  the  guefls,  from  that  ufed  by  the  giver  of  the  en- 
tertainment.    Vid  Juvenal.  Sat.  V. 

"  It  would  be  difficult"  fays  the  biographer  on 
this  fubjecl,  "  to  give  him  all  the  praife  he  defer ves, 
nor  does  the  hiflorian  find  any  hefitation  in  acknow- 
ledging 
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[edging  the  impotence  of  his  pen  upon  that  extenfive 
fubjed.  It,  however,  ought  not  to  be  omitted, 
:hat  after  his  return,  and  after  having  kifled  the  fac- 
red  and  fublime  threfiiold,  he  altered  his  name  from 
:  Daood  AaH  Khan,  to  that  of  Zair  Hoffein  Khan, 
which  he  then  aflumed,  and  ever  after  gloried  in  the 
ilteration/' 

It  is  common  after  a  pilgrimage  to  aflume  a  new 
tiame,  with  the  title  of  faint ;  thefe  names  are  ftill 
more  fantailical  than  thofe  appellations  of  our  faints 
!n  the  days  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  One  perfon  at  Ala- 
habad  aifumed  the  name  of  Shahcotta,  or  faint  dog, 
the  female  of  which  cottee,  has  fometimes  been  the 
title  of  religious  women.  Fame,  however  much  i: 
may  be  concealed  from  the  religious  .devotees  them- 
felves,  feems  to  be  the  great  end  of  their  peregrina- 
tions, and  vanity  the  motive  for  undertaking  them. 

This  account  which  is  written  with  fome  eloquence 
and  much  fimplicity,  I  have  confiderably  abridged  ; 
whatever  impreffion  it  makes  with  regard  to  the 
learning  of  the  venerable  perfon  mentioned,  it  ofFens 
'  |a  very  favourable  idea  of  his  moral  chara^er,  and 
therefore  the  Moluvy  will  command  efteem  from 
thofe  who  may  think  differently  from  the  noble 
author  on  the  fubje£t  of  his  learning. 

The  third  ornament  of  this  period,  according  to 
our  author,  "  was  Meer  Mahmod  Alim,  one  of  the 
'  moft  virtuous  and  mod  venerable  perfojis  of  Azima- 

bad 
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bad  (Patna).     His  knowledge  was  in  much  repute,  f: 
and  his  compofitions  in  much  efteem  and  cekbrity  j 
but  1  cannot  fpeak  properly  of  them,  having  no  per- 
fonal  knowledge  of  either." 

This  flvctch  is  truly  charaQ:eriftic  of  the  learned 
in  a  country  where  the  art  of  printing  is  unknown. 
An  author  of  the  firfl  celebrity  has  never  been  read  by 
a  learned  nobleman,  who  was  almoft  his  c  ntempo- 
rary.  The  Perfian  news  paper,  (Acber)  is  flill  in 
manufcript,  after  an  mtercourfe  with  Europe  of  two 
hundred  years. 

"  MoLuvY  Mahmed  Aaref  is  the  fourth  of  the  lite- 
rary charafters  of  the  age ;  he  was  eminent  for  know- 
ledge, and  one  of  thofe  men  fond  of  corners  and  re- 
tirement. He  died  early  in  the  reign  of  Aliverdi^ 
Khan,  and  was  entombed  in  the  caftle  of  Azimabad*, 
■where  he  always  refided.  One  of  his  difciples  Shah 
Gurg  t,  was  a  pious  man  whom  I  have  often  feen. 
He  hved  at  a  diilance  from  the  world  in  fohtude  and 
ceHbacy,  and  fpent  his  time  in  prayer. 

''  The  fifth  was  Meer  Ruftem-aaly,  a  man  fatisfied 
with  his  comer  I ,  but  not  deftitute  of  fcience  and 
erudition  :  this  at  leaft  is  the  chara6:er  given  of  him, 

by 

*  The  tombs  of  religious  mussulmans  are  visited  by  pilgrims} 
and  are  illuminated  by  perpetual  lamps,  placed  in  a  niche  at 
the  end. 

f  Saint  Wolf,  t  Literally  translated. 
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oy  tllofe  perfons,  that  much  frequent  religious  men*. 
1  know  him  but  little  :  he  pafled  for  a  man  verfed  in 
the  Coran,  and  capable  of  all  the  fubtleties  of  ex- 
planation. 

"  The  fixth  learned  perfon  was  Shah  Mahmed-a° 
men,  who  lived  in  celibacy  ;  a  man  much  verfed  in 
the  Coran,  and  fo  very  intelligent,  as  to  be  inferior 
only  to  an  angel.  Intent  both  interiorly  and  exteriorly 
on  the  fervice  of  God,  hefeemed  brim-full  of  the  rays 
of  bis  maker* s  love  t«  His  words  and  anions  made  fo 
much  impreffion  on  my  mind,  that  when  I  went,  on 
the  fame  of  his  charafter,  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  I  felt 
v/ithin  myfelf,  on  entering  his  dwelling,  fuch  a  difguft 
at  the  avocations  of  this  world,  and  fo  ftrong  an  in- 
clination to  abandon  this  borrowed  habitation,  and 
to  addict  myfelf  wholly  to  the  love  of  God,  that  I 
had  nearly  taken  a  final  refolution  on  that  fubjeft. 
He  palfed  the  night  in  adoration  and  mortification, 
always  awake,  and  lleeping  by  day  hardly  a  fmgle 
hour.  His  dwelling  was  conftantly  thronged  by  vi- 
firors;  v.hile  he  was  fo.  intent  upon  the  objedt  of  his 
love,  and  pronounced  the  ejaculation j  0  my  beloved! 
with  fuch  emphafis,  and  drew  from  his  breaft  fuch 
deep  fobs,  that  the  hearts  of  his  vifitors  were  fet  on 
fire.     Shah-Mahmed  his  m.after  was  celebrated  at 

Vol.  I.  R  Azimabad 

*  Sovereign  princes  paid  Visits  to  learned  ifien  j  and  pros- 
( rated  thenijelves  before  them;  and  when  visited  by  them, 
ihey  went  to  meet  them,  and  placed  them  on  the  samq  musnud. 

f  Persian  idiom,  preserved  in  this  phrase. 
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Azimabad  for  miracles  and  prodigies;  and  he  for 
reading  lectures  publicly,  when  his  temper  foftened, 
for  he  was  fomewhat  rough  and  paffionate.  '* 

There  are  a  few  other  fages  celebrated  by  this  hif- 
torian,  but  it  is  probable  that  you  have  by  this  time 
formed  a  tolerably  accurate  notion  of  the  ftate  of  fci- 
ence  among  the  conquerors  of  India:  their  celebrity  is 
acquired  and  upheld  by  means  exaftly  fimilar  to  thofe 
pradiifed  by  our  faints  in  the  darkeil:  ages  of  papal  ig- 
norance. The  fame  merit  is  attached  to  their  celibacy, 
their  retirement  from  the  world,  their  miracles  and 
their  devotion :  and  a  fmiilar  reverence,  or  rather 
worlhip  is  paid  to  their  afhes,  as  our  learned  and 
pious  anccllors  paid  to  thofe  of  St  Dunflan,  or  Tho 
mas  a  Becket. 


The  fame  of  faintlhip  and  profound  learning,  is 
perhaps  more  eafily  acquired  among  the  highefl  claffes  | 
in  Afia,  than  it  ever  was  in  Europe  among  the  vulgar : 
for  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  worthies  here  cele- 
brated all  lived  in  the  prefent  age,  were  of  the  high- 
eft  rank,  and  enjoyed  the  admiration  of  princes. 

No  notice  is  taken  of  any  Hindoo  of  literature  by , 
this  author  :  nor  is  this  probably  owing  to  his  bigot- 
ted  attachment  to  INIahomedanifm  ;  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  there  are  any  at  prefent  of  fufficient  merit 
to  entitle  them  to  a  place  in  his  lift,  fuch  as  it  is. 

When 
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When  fuch  are  the  acquifitions  of  men  of  the 
higheft  rank  and  learning,  you  may  conjeclure  the 
deplorable  ilate  of  Ignorance  in  which  the  great  body 
of  the  people  are  involved.  They  are  deluded  and 
plundered  by  every  rude  pretender  to  fanclity : 
their  rehgion  confifts  vv'holly  of  rites,  and  their  fclence 
of  charms.  To  gaui  their  admiration,  it  is  fufficient 
to  alTume  a  fantaftic  drefs,  and  to  utter  fobs  imd 
ejaculations. 

Abu  I.  Fazel,  the  minifter  of  Acber,  fubmitted  to 
the  tuition  of  learned  pundits,  for  many  years,  and 
has  written  an  abftract  of  Hindoo  fcience  at  once  in- 
fipid,  fubtle,  and  unintelligible  *.  The  fame  thing 
happened  to  Dara  Sheko,  the  elder  brother  of  Au- 
rengzebe,  who,  after  many  years  profourrd  refearch, 
has  left  a  fketch  of  his  attainments,  that  demonftrates 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  futility  of  his  purfuit. 

Sir  William  Jones  himfelf,  who  carried  on  the 
{ludy  of  Sanfcrit  literature  wdth  greater  fuccefs  than 
any  other  man,  feems  often  bewildered,  and  becomes 
unintelligible  to  himfelf  in  purfuing  thefe  fubtleties 
nnd  conceits,  which  have  been  dignified  with  the 
name  of  fcience  :  and  it  may  fafely  be  affirmed  that 
on  no  fubjeft  did  he  ever  bellow  fo  much  labour, 
and  derive  fo  Httle  ufeful  knowledge.  In  a  paper 
upon  this  fubjecl,  communicated  to  the  Society  in 

R  2  Calcutta, 

It  is  contained  in  the  ^d  vol.  of  Ayeen  Acbery, 
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Calcutta,  he  thus  concludes  :  "  It  refults  from  this 
analyfis,  (of  Hindoo  literature,)  that  the  Veda,  Upa- 
veda,  Vedanga,  Purana,  Derma,  and  Derfana,  are 
the  fix  great  faflras,  in  which  all  knowledge,  divine 
and  human  is  fuppofed  to  be  comprehended.  When- 
ever we  direft  our  attention  to  Hindoo  literature, 
the  notion  of  infinity  prefents  itfelf ;  and  the  longeft 
life  would  not  be  fufficient  for  the  perufal  of  near 
500,000  ftanzas  in  the  purana,  with  a  million  more, 
perhaps,  in  the  other  works  before  mentioned.  " 


SECT. 


SECT.   XXVIII. 


OF  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  JUSTIC?. 


I  The  police  of  India,  as  conduced  by  the  later  em- 
I  perors  of  Hindoftan,  forms  an  important  fubjedt  of 
enquiry.  The  principles  of  it  were  meant  to  be  ad- 
hered to  by  the  Europeans  who  fucceeded  to  their 
power,  while  its  abufes,  which  had  crept  in  during 
the  decline  of  the  empire,  were  to  be  correded. 


Unfortunately  the  whole  knowledge  obtained 
in  thefe  branches  of  adminiflration,  by  Europeans, 
was  at  firfl  gained  from  their  deputies,  clerks,  and 
other  fervants  ;  who,  though  well  acquainted  with  all 
the  arts  of  peculation,  and  the  perquifites  to  be 
gained  in  -each  department,  could  give  no  proper 
account  of  the  duties  each  officer  was  bound  to  difr 
charge. 


'  € 


R  3  Thf 
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The  Nizam  was  the  principal  officer  in  each  pro- 
vince, or  viceroyalty  :  if  feveral  of  thefe  were  united 
under  the  government  of  one  perfon,  he  was  then 
denominated  a  Subadar,  and  enjoyed  the  higheft 
rank  among  the  Imperial  Officers,  next  to  the  Vi- 
zier. He  had  the  fupreme  direction  of  all  the  offi- 
cers of  his  province:  his  trufl  was  almoft  unlimited, 
and  his  pov/er  fo  great,  that  during  many  of  the 
latter  reigns,  the  viceroys  fcarcely  acknowledged,  or 
feldom  felt  their  dependence ;  and  at  lafl  their  fub- 
jedion  to  the  Imperial  Court  was  merely  nominal. 

Next  to  the  Nizam,  the  Foujdars  were  the  high- 
eft  military  officers  :  they  v/ere  allotted  to  each  Su- 
badary,  or  vice-royalty,  in  number  proportioned  to" 
its  extent,  and  to  that  of  the  refractory  zemindars 
which  it  contained.  The  Foujdar  had  under  his 
command  from  one  to  two  thoufand  horfe,  and  his 
military  rank  was  in  general  greater  than  his  aduail 
command.  Military  rank  is  eftimiated  by  the  num- 
ber of  horfe,  and  is  often  nominal ;  the  rank  of  a 
thoufand  being  given  without  any  actual  command. 
Their  quarters  were  in  fome  town  or  fort,  in  the 
diftrivt ;  and  they  marched  with  a  kettle  drum,  and 
ftandards  difplayed,  the  infignia  of  their  office  and 
rank,  v/hich  wa«  confidered  as  noble.  Bengal,  ex- 
clufive  of  Dacca,  contained  ten  Foujdaries  j  and  Be- 1 
bar  was  divided  into  eight. 

The   duty  of  this  officer  was  to  reduce  to  fub- 
je<^on  all  refradtory  landholders  ;    to    fupprefs  all 

riots  i 
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riots  and  infurreclions  ;  to  difperfe  and  apprehend 
troops  of  banditti  and  thieves,  with  which  the  coun- 
try has  at  all  times  been  infefted.  They  were  alfo 
to  afford  protection  to  the  Altimglias,  or  charity 
lands  beftcwed  on  the  neceffitous.  They  and  their 
deputies  were  to  aid  and  affift  the  Nizam  on  any 
emergency,  which  might  require  the  combined  mi- 
litary force  of  tlie  province  *. 

The  Daroga  of  the  Adawlet,  that  is,  prefident  of 
the  civil  court,  was  the  fupreme  civil  magiftrate  of 
the  province.  The  Emperors  retained  in  their  own 
hands  the  decifion  of  all  caufes  of  importance  in  the 
laft  refort ;  and  for  this  purpofe  they  fet  apart  two 
days  of  every  week.  The  ordinary  diftribution  of 
juftice  was  left  to  the  Adawlet,  over  which  the  Da- 
roga prelided,  with  a  falary  annexed  to  his  office, 
and  a  jaghir,  to  remove,  by  the  poffefficn  of  inde- 
pendence, every  temptation  to  corruption. 

From  day  break,  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  this 
judge  continued  upon  his  tribunal,  where  he  receiv- 
ed the  complaints  of  all  ranks  ;  and  gave  a  fpeedy 
decifion  on  every  fubjecl  in  litigation.  In  matters  of 
fmaller  moment,  his  decifion  was  final ;  in  cafes  of 
difficulty,  a  reference  was  made  to  the  Emperor  and 
his  council. 

R  4  This 

*  Golam  Hossein  Khan.  Seir  Mutakharfeen,  vol.  3.  p,  170. 
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This  office,  like  every  other,  on  the  decline  of  the 
empire,  became  venal ;  and  inftead  of  being  often 
refufed,  as  a  fitualion  of  great  refporiiibiliiy,  it  was 
undertaken  by  whoever  could  purchafe  it  ;  and  was 
converted  into  an  inftrument  of  opprelTion,  and  the 
means  of  fecuring  a  fortune  to  the  judge  and  his  de- 
puties. Under  the  Englilh,  the  practice  of  the  judges 
was  ftlll  more  flagitious  than  ever  ;  from  their  igno- 
rance of  the  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  their  ina- 
bility to  detect  the  malverfadon  of  thofe  who  a6ted 
under  them.  In  1782,  it  was  vefted  in  the  Enghlh 
gentlemen  themfelves,  which  proved  a  great  relief ; 
in  as  far,  hov/ever,  as  the  minute  details  are  execut- 
ed by  the  natives,  fo  far  probably  does  their  avarice 
taint  the  fountain  of  juftice.  This  is  boldly  afferted 
by  the  Golam  HoiTein  Khan,  a  nobleman  of  great 
worth  and  refpe6tabihty,  who  has,  like  another  Cla- 
rendon, written  a  hiftory  of  his  own  times  with  as 
much  truth  and  impartiality  as  poilibly  could  be  ex- 
pected from  a  perlon  in  fuch  circumftances.  The 
Mahomedan  noblemen  were  the  great  agents  of 
the  Imperial  government ;  they  filled  every  ofiice  of 
honour  or  emolument :  thefe  being  now  executed 
by  the  Englifh  perfonaily,  the  ancient  families  of 
diftinftion  have  fuffered  by  our  conqueil  almofl  a 
total  overthrow  of  rank  and  confequence,  as  well  as 
wealth. 

The  exaggerated  lamentations  of  this  author,  and 
his  impreffive  defcription  of  the  grievous  ftate  of  op- 
prefiion,  which  the  natives  fuffcr  under  our  govern- 
ment, 
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ment,  and  the  partial  panegyric  bellowed  on  the 
Mahomedan  fyftem  of  government,  is  no  more 
ihan  what  was  to  be  expefted  from  his  feehngs  and 
his  prejudices.  Where  thefe  do  not  interfere,  he 
gives  a  decided  approbation  to  the  juflice  and  Hbe- 
rrJity  difplayed  by  our  countrymen  upon  every  oc- 
cafion. 

The  Cazi  was  the  next  judge  in  the  Mahome- 
dan  adminiflration  ;  he  declared  the  laws  in  fuch 
criminal  and  civil  cafes  as  were  connected  with  re- 
ligion, and  may  be  regarded  as  the  fupreme  eccle- 
fiallical  judge.  He  had  an  ample  penfion  and  jag- 
hir  ;  as  any  corruption  in  his  function  would  have 
been  deemed  peculiarly  dif^raceful  to  law  and  reli- 
gion. 

Some  crimes,  fuch  as  fornication  and  proflitution, 
came  particularly  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Ca- 
zi ;  he  inflicted  fevere  puniihment  upon  fuch  as  kept 
flave  girls  in  their  houfesj  or  proftitutes,  or  even  con- 
cubines, except  confecrated  by  the  prefcribed  forms 
of  law.  The  muficians  were  under  his  immediate 
infpeclion,  all  dii^erences  among  them  were  decided 
by  him  ;  and  to  prevent  extravagance  at  feaii?,  no 
man  was  allowed  to  hire  a  greater  number  of  them 
than  was  fuitable  to  his  rank. 

'    "  This  inftitution,  fays  Golam  HcfTein,*  has  long 
been  perverted  into  an  inftrument  of  taxation ;  the 
ofEce  has  been  regarded  as  a  patent  entitling  to  cer- 
tain 
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tain  fees,  and  has  been  leafed,  and  underleafed  ta 
any  fordid  perfon  that  would  become  a  purchafer, 
whether  he  were  acquainted  with  muflulmanifm  or 
not.  Fees  have  been  invented  by  the  low  fubftituteif 
of  this  office,  at  burials,  at  circumcifion,  and  at 
marriage.  The  poor  have  been  deluded  into  a  be- 
lief,  that  till  the  Cazi's  depute  has  received  his  fee, 
the  fpirit  of  the  deceafed  does  not  quite  the  houfe ; 
till  it  is  produced,  the  poor  relations  are  deemed  im- 
pure, and  are  fliunned  by  all  their  acquaintances* 
To  difcharge  this  debt,  the  perfon  will  fell  his  landj 
his  eifefts,  or  even  rob  upon  the  high-way.  Thdj 
fame  pernicious  confequence  followed  their  incapa-| 
city  to  difcharge  the  fees  for  marriage  and  circum- 
cifion *. 

The  Suder  ul  Sooder,  or  Great  Almoner,  was  an 
officer  of  very  high  authority,  whofe  bufmefs  was  to 
guard  the  diftribution  of  the  charity  lands :  to  pre- 
vent their  refumption,  or  their  alienation  into  other 
hands  than  thofe  of  the  poor  :  he  was  alfo  intrufted- 
vvith  the  fuperintendence  of  the  Cazi's  office  ;  to 
prevent  fuch  as  were  ignorant  of  Mahomedanifm 
from  entering  into  that  facred  function.  His  bufmefs 
was  alfo  to  prevent  encroachments  upon  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  Exchequer.  This  office,  from  the 
great  difcretionary  power  annexed  to  it,  proved,  in 
the  hands  of  an  unprincipled  man,  the  fource  of  a 

thoufand 

*  Vide  Seir  Mutakhareen. 
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thoufand  pectilations  :  inftead  of  pfoteftlng  the  poor, 
it  became  the  gulph  which  fwallowed  up  the  fub- 
riftence  of  the  needy  ;  and  under  the  pretence  of  al- 
moner's fees,  entailed  a  loald  of  mifery  upon  the  un- 
iiappy  jipor*  The  abufe  of  this,  and  the  preceding 
office,  had  become  fiprj^ormous  as  to  attract  the  no- 
tice of  Mr  Haftings,  who  had  the  merit  of  abolifh- 
mg  fees  within  the  EngHfh  territories,  or  at  leaft 
confining  them  to  the  moderate  rates  cullomary  in 
the  mofl  virtuous  reigns. 

The  clerk  of  the  market,  (Mhutafib,)  was  an  of- 
ficer of  great  importance,  whofe  duties  are  now- 
abandoned,  and  a  perfon  appointed  to  fill  it,  who 
uplifts  the  cuftomary  fees  as  a  kind  of  perquifite. 
The  mhutafib  infpeded  the  weights  and  meafures ; 
fixed  the  price  of  commodities  and  fettled  difputes  : 
he  preferved  the  peace  of  the  markets  by  puniihing 
riots  and  drunkards. 

The  author  of  Seir  Mutakhareen  complains,  that 
although  double  the  fees  and  perquifites  are  now  up- 
lifted by  the  mhutafib,  than  were  formerly,  yet  the 
flreets  and  lanes  are  crowded  with  diforderly  people ; 
every  corner  is  infefted  with  drinking  fliops  and 
utippiing  hoLifes,  while  the  rogueries  committed  by 
falfe  fcales  exceed  all  eflimation.  A  great  variety  of 
inferior  officers,  in  the  Nizam's  and  Foujdar's  de- 
partment, are  in  the  appointment  of  the  Emperor, 
and  of  confequence  independent  of  thefe  minifters. 
The  moit  remarkable  of  thefe  were  the  Vaaca  Navifc, 

or 
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or  gazetteer';  the  Sevanah  Navife,  or  hiflorlographer, 
and  the  Harcarah,  a  head  fpy.  It  was  their  duty  to 
commit  to  writing  the  principal  events  and  occur- 
rences of  each  day,  and  to  difpatch  them  on  che 
fubfequent  morning  to  the  Emperor ;  who,  by  this 
lingular  inftitution,  was  acquainted  with  every  thing 
of  note  that  happened  in  any  part  of  the  empire. 
Thefe  difpatches,  which  were  carried  to  Court  by 
regular  pofls,  were  prefented  by  a  Daroga  to  the 
Prince  each  day. 

By  thefe  provincial  intelligences,  which  often  de- 
fcended  to  very  minute  particulars,  the  Emperor  had 
it  in  his  power  to  redrefs  grievences  before  the  party 
had  time  to  ftate  them.  Some  imperial  itianufcripts 
of  Aurengzebe  are  ftill  preferved  of  his  own  diftion 
and  hand-writing.  Though  thefe  officers,  from  the 
nature  of  their  duty,  were  made  independent  of  the 
grandees  who  ruled  in  each  province,  even  a  fufpicion 
of  their  intimacy  was  fufficient  to  difmifs  them  ;  be- 
ing deemed  incompatible  with  the  integrity  of  their 
intelligence. 


1 


SECT. 


SECT.  XXIX. 


MANNERS  OF  THE  MUSSULMANS. 


Lucknow,  1798. 

The  manners  of  MufTulmans,  from  their  numbers, 
and  from  their  influence  on  fociety,  fince  the  con- 
quefl,  form  an  important  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Hin- 
Joftan.  By  them  almoft  every  department  of  go- 
vernment has  been  conducted ;  the  partiality  of  the 
conquerors  for  their  countrymen,  having  committed 
to  their  management  almoft  every  branch  of  the  ad- 
miniflration.  Their  tafte  for  fhow  and  fplendour,  as 
magiftrates  and  governors  of  provinces,  contributed 
indirectly  to  the  profperity  of  the  vanquiftied,  and  in 
feme  meafure  alleviated  the  fufferings  of  a  dependent 
land  opprelTed  people. 

In  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  and  Behar,  the  im- 

inenfe  eftablifhment  of  150,000  or  170,000  cavalry, 

i  offered  employment  to  many  of  the  poorer  claifes, 

whQ 


•< 
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who  fubfifled  by  furnifhing  them  with  food,  clothmg, 
and  furniture ;  while  the  civil  eflabhfliment  annexed 
to  judges,  colleftors  of  revenue  and  otlier  officers, 
provided  for  perhaps  an  equal  number  of  people, 
and  diftributed  among  them  with  rapidity  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  contributions  levied  in  each  pro-^ 
vince. 

The  nephews  of  Aliverdi  Khan,  though  only  the 
deputies  of  a  viceroy,  and  appointed  at  a  period 
when  the  country  was  harraffed  by  a  foreign  enemy,! 
lived  with  a  fplendour  more  refembling  fovereign 
princes,  than  perfons  invefled  with  temporary  and 
delegated  power.  Seyd  Mahmed,  the  youngefl  and 
leafl  afpiring,  had,  in  the  diflriQ:  of  Purneah,  an 
eflablifliment  of  15,000  cavalry  and  infantry,  befides 
a  vaft  number  of  elephants,  camels,  horfes  and  cari 
riages,  with  a  large  park  of  artillery.  His  court,  re- 
ceiving falaries,  was  numerous  and  fplendid,  without 
reckoning  a  train  of  dependents  who  received 
monthly  penfions,  from  one  to  five  thoufand  rupees* 
The  feraglio  confifted  of  five  hmidred  women,  be- 
fides eunuchs  and  other  fervants.  The  jewels,  table, 
and  equipage,  were  all  in  a  ftile  of  magnificence  that 
feems  to  vie  with  the  fplendour  of  the  Jewifh  kings, 
m  the  profperous  reigns  of  David  and  Solomon, 
thofe  illuflrious  Sovereigns  of  a  great  and  indepen- 
dent nation  :  yet  this  Seyd  Mahmed  was  only  the ' 
deputy  of  a  Soubadar  over  one  diftrid,  who  himfelf 
was  a  fervant,  paying  tribute,  and  acknowledging, 
fubjection  to  the  Imperial  Court.     His  eilablifliment 

8  is 
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is  partlcularlfed,  not  on  account  of  Its  fuperior  ex- 
pence  or  magnificence,  but  becaufe  it  has  been  faith- 
fully defcribed  by  a  hiftorian  of  rank  and  integrity, 
Iwho  enjoyed  a  confiderable  office  under  his  admi- 
niftration  *. 

The  two  other  nephews  of  Aliverdi  had  much 
more  confiderable  appointments  than  the  Governor 
of  Purneah ;  they  lived  in  ftill  greater  fplendour, 
and  yet  their  courts  were  only  images  of  the  gran- 
deur and  wealth  difplayed  at  that  of  Moorfiiedabad. 
This  provincial  capital  contained,  within  the  me- 
mory of  perfons  ftill  living,  fome  of  the  richeft  fub- 
jecls  in  the  world.  During  the  Mahratta  incurfions, 
the  houfe  of  Jugget  Seet  was  plundered  of  two  rail- 
lions  and  a  half  fterling.  In  filver;  an  accident  which 
fo  little  affecled  his  credit,  that  he  continued  to  grant 
bills  of  exchange  at  fight,  and  to  a  large  amount,  to 
;  government.  When  the  enormities  of  Surajah  ul 
I  Dowlah  had  rendered  his  government  odious,  Meer 
Jaffier,  aided  by  this  banker's  wealth,  which  fecured 
him  the  patronage  of  the  Europeans,  afcended  the 
throne.  The  domeftics  of  this  Jagget  Seet,  we  are 
told,  amounted  to  two  thoufand  perfons. 

During 


*  Golam  Mossein  Khan,  vol.  1st.  p.  666.  This  prince, 
says  he,  governed  Purneah  with  so  much  equity  and  attentloa 
to  the  subjects,  that  the  nobles  and  peasants  spoke  of  his  admi- 
nistration with  great  applause. 
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During  their  religious  feflivals,  the  MufTulman^ 
difplay  their  love  of  fiiow  in  a  remarkable  manner : 
the  whole  river,  upon  certain  occafions,  for  feveral 
miles,  difplays  one  blaze  of  light ;  their  mofques  are 
aifo  illuminated,  and  their  proceffions  dazzle  the  eye 
with  a  profufion  of  gilt  and  filvered  work,  and  or- 
naments of  artificial  flowers.  The  moll  pompous 
ceremonies  in  Europe  make  a  very  feeble  impreiFion 
upon  thofe  who  have  been  fpectators  of  Mahome 
dan  folemnities. 

In  the  court  of  Aliverdi,  this  palfion  for  magni- 
ficence was  tempered  by  a  religious  gravity,  and  au 
flerity  of  manners,  by  which  that  prince  was  diftin 
guiflied.  A  bigot  to  Shyifm,  and  foured  by  the 
narrow  principles  of  that  fett,  he  fhewed  a  marked 
averfion  to  wine,  and  illegitimate  connections  with 
the  fex.  He  ufed  to  awake  two  hours  before  day- 
break, fays  his  hiilorian,  and  having  performed  the 
ufual  ablutions,  and  prayers  of  divine  predept,  he  re 
peated  other  devotions  by  way  of  fupererogation^ 
"  His  breakfaft,  which  confifled  of  coffee,  v/as  finiili 
ed  before  feven,  when  he  gave  audience  in  a  public 
hall,  and  heard  petitions,  for  two  hours."  He  after- 
wards, with  the  great  officers,  or  with  his  relations, 
coRverfed  in  a  private  apartment,  fometimes  upon 
bufmefs,  but  oftcner  upon  cookery,  generally  "  or- 
dering fome  new  difli,  or  giving  fome  particular  di- 
reftions  for  dreffing  fuch  as  were  common." 


' 
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By  noon  dinner  was  over,  and  he  retired  to  fleep, 

'*  when  the  ftory  tellers  and  bed  watchmen  attended 

land  did  their  office  *."     In  Afia,  where  not  one  in  a 

Ithomand  can  read,  and  dill  fewer  have  an  incHnation, 

a  flory  teller  becomes  a  very  ufeful  profeflion  in  the 

i retinue  of  a  great  man  :  but  viith  ignorance  thc'-e  is 

i  generally  a  great  want  of  curiofity,  and  thefe  fiory 

tellers  are  employed  not  for  inftruftion,  but  to  lull 

their  mailers  afleep.     The  bed  watchmen  are  em- 

j  ployed  in  chaffing  or  rubbing  the  limbs,  which,  in  a 

ihot  country,  is  found  very  refrefhing  :  but  thefe  of- 

tices  are  fometimes  performed  by  women* 

A  fhort  repofe  during  the  hotted  part  of  the  day, 
is  perhaps  neceffary  in  this  cHmate ;  the  greater  part 
jof  the  Europeans,  and  all  the  natives,  indulge  them.- 
Ifelves  in  a  habit  fo  grateful  to  a  relaxed  frame.  The 
pious  Aliverdi  never  exceeded  one  hour  in  this  gra- 
tification, after  which  he  performed  his  cuflomary 
noon  prayers,  and  read  a  chapter  of  the  Coran ; 
having  refrefhed  himfelf  with  a  coohng  draught  of 
ice  water  f. 

About  one  or  two  in  the  afternoon,  audience  was 

jgiven  to  thofe  learned  and  pious  fages,  of  whom  a 

Vol.  I.  S  few 


*  Vide  Seir  Mutakhareen,  voL  3.  p.  680. 

f  Ice  is  preserved  for  creams,  and  for  cooling  v/ater  in  this 
:)untry,  by  a  process  now  almost  universally  known  in  Europe* 
Hiring  the  rains,  saltpetre  supplies  the  place  of  ice. 
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few  have  been  introduced  to  your  notice  on  A  former 
occafion.  By  fome  of  them  the  Goran  was  read  and 
explained  for  two  hours,  when  the  holy  men  retired, 
after  obferving  the  fame  routine  of  refpeclful  forma- 
lities by  which  they  were  introduced :  by  this  you 
are  not  to  underftand,  that,  like  fervile  courtiers, 
they  paid  their  obeifance ;  they  were  met  at  the  en-i 
trance  with  profound  refped  by  the  viceroy,  and 
one  of  them  placed  on  a  mufnud  direftly  oppofite  to 
his  own. 

So  incredible  is  the  power  of  cuftom,  that  even 
the  decorous  habits  of  Aliverdi  Khan,  could  not 
conquer  a  praftice  of  introducing  at  court  a  fet  ol 
buffoons  and  jefters,  common  iij  India  *.  After  2 
fhort  converfation  on  the  news  of  the  day,  whicli 
was  fupported  by  the  opulent  merchants  and  others. 
thefe  men  were  introduced,  who  bandied  about  a.; 
mongft  each  other  the  coarfeft  ribbaldry,  and  mofi 
indelicate  farcafms,  to  the  great  entertainment  of  th( 
dignified  perfons  who  were  their  hearers.  Thef( 
jefters  were  called  hermaphrodites,  (Hedjra)  and  hac 
merited  the  appellation  by  means  the  moft  unnatural 
and  for  purpofes  not  to  be  defcribed. 


T^] 


*  These  are  ordered  to  be  kept  by  the  magistrates,  In  th 
sacred  volumes  :  "  He  shall  retain  in  his  service  a  great  num 
ber  of  buffoons,  or  parasites,  jesters  and  dancers,  and  athletics 
and  he  shall  render  all  his  servants  contented  and  grateful."— 
Vide  Gentoo  Laws,  p.  118. 
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The  hour  of  fupper  was  about  twilight,  a  flight 
irepaft,  which  this  prince  partook  with  the  princef- 
Ifes,  his  relations,  his  daughters,  and  grand-daughters. 
Thofe  dancing  women,  who  conftituted  the  great- 
di  part  of  their  entertainment,  and  in  whofe  com- 
pany all  his  cotemporaries  fpent  a  large  portion  of 
their  time,  were  admitted  at  none  of  the  avocations 
3f  Aliverdi  Khan  *. 


You  mufl  not,  however,  conclude,  that  the  cor- 
red  and  auflere  manners  of  the  viceroy  guided  the 
condud  of  his  difTolute  courtiers  ;  or  that  ftricl  vir- 
tue was  maintained  by  thofe  dignified  ladies  who 
made  a  part  of  his  fociety.  This  whole  family  were, 
on  the  contrary,  the  foremofl  in  every  fcene  of  diffi- 
pation.  All  his  three  daughters  were  notorious  for 
their  intrigues  and  gallantry  in  a  part  of  the  world 
w  here  women  of  rank  live  in  the  greateft  privacy,  or 
ire  fecluded  from  all  mixed  company.  If  they  tra- 
vel, it  is  in  a  covered  carriage,  left  they  fhould  be 
prophaned  by  the  eyes  of  a  ftranger.  Such  car- 
riages are  deemed  facred  in  every  part  of  India,  nor 
are  they  interrupted  by  an  enemy  even  in  time  of 
war. 


This  cuftom,  eftablifhed  by  the  law  of  nations. 
For  the  protection  of  the  fex,  the  profligate  daughters 

S  2  of 

*  Some  part  of  the  Seraglio,  and  even  companies  of  dancing 
iromen,  generally  accompanied  tlie  Mahommedan  princes 
srhen  travelling,  and  frequently  attended  them  in  a  campaign. 


<■ 
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of  Aliverdi  availed  themfelves  of,  to  carry  on  their 
intrigues.  In  thefe  vehicles,  fecure  from  interrup- 
tion, they  were  conveyed  to  the  houfes  of  their  gal- 
lants, or  had  them  conveyed,  in  the  guife  of  women, 
into  the  Haram. 

SuRAjA  Dowlah,  the  fuccefTor  and  graridfon  of 
Aliverdi,  pradifed  at  the  earliefl  age,  and  often  in 
the  public  view,  all  thofe  debaucheries  which  are 
known  in  Afia.  By  fuch  conduft,  joined  to  an  in- 
folent  behaviour  to  his  officers,  he  elfeclually  alienated 
them  from  his  fervice ;  and  when  his  imprudence 
plunged  him  into  a  w^ar  with  the  Englifli,  a  nume- 
rous party  of  them  fought  an  opportunity  of  be- 
traying him.  This  they  found  at  the  memorable 
battle  of  PlafTey,  where  the  young  viceroy's  powe» 
received  a  fhock,  fi^om  which  it  never  recovered. 


SECT. 


T 


SECT.  XXX. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  HISTORIAN  GHOLAM  HOSSEIN 

KHAN. 


Cakuita,  Jan,  1798. 

IN  giving  an  idea  of  the  literature  of  India,  I  can- 
not omit  mentioning  Golam  Hoflein  Khan,  the  late 
author  of  a  work,  entitled  Seir  Mutakhareen,  or 
View  of  Modern  Times.  This  work  is  reirarded  as 
claffical  Perfian,  in  point  of  flile ;  and  contains  a 
civil  hiftory  of  Hindollan,  from  the  death  of  Aureng- 
:ebe  to  the  year  1781.  The  biographical  anecdotes 
found  in  this  work,  concerning  many  of  our  coun- 

i  trymen,  who  are  ftill  living,  renders  it  pecuharly  in- 
terefting  :  the  details  of  the  Englifh  conquefts  in  In- 
dia, and  his  (Iriftures  upon  the  Britifh  government  in 

I  that  country,  convey  the  ideas  of  cjiative,  of  high 
character,  upon  fubjecls  of  the  firft  importance. 
This   work,    though   tranflated   into  fomething  like 

I  Englifli,  by  a  renegado  Frenchman,  is  but  little 
known  even  to  Orientalilts,  except  by  name. 

S  3  This 
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This  Mogul  nobleman  was  a  partizan  of  the  pre- 
fent  emperor  during  his  falling  fortunes;  but  like 
the  great  Clarendon,  he  delivers  his  fentiments  with 
fpirit  and  impartiality  ;  and  with  a  force,  clearnefs 
and  fmiplicity  of  ftile,  rarely  to  be  found  in  Afiatic 
authors,  and  which  juflly  entitle  him  to  pre-emi 
nence  among  the  hiflorians  of  his  country.  The 
hiftory  of  his  life,  given  by  himfelf,  is  prefixed  to 
his  volumes  ;  fome  particulars  of  it  I  Ihall  infert,  for 
it  muft  be  interelling  to  know  the  hiftory  of  an  inde- 
pendent native,  who  has  difplayed  fo  much  penetra- 
tion, fagacity,  and  knowledge,  refpeding  the  con-j 
dud  of  the  Englilh  in  the  government  of  his  coun- 
try. 

GoLAM  Hoflein  Khan  was  born  in  Shah  Jehan 
abad  in  1140  of  the  Hegira  ;  and  being  related  by 
his  mother  to  Aliverdi  Khan,  the  future  Nabob  of 
Bengal,  he  repaired  to  that  province  with  all  his  con 
neclions.  "  Soon  after  our  arrival  in  Moorfhedabad 
fays  he,  fortune  began  to  favour  our  family.  All 
verdi  Khan  was  appointed  governor  of  Patna,  where 
my  father  accompanied  him,  and  where  our  family 
have  lived  to  this  day  in  affluence,  dignity,  and 
fplendour  :  for  the  houfes  we  bought,  and  the  lands 
we  acquired  by  purchafe,  gift,  or  otherwife,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Aliverdi,  are  to  this  day  in  our 
pofleffion.  In  the  year  116S,  I  v/as  induced,  unfor- 
tunately, to  become  fecurity,  to  a  confiderable  a- 
mount,  for  a  zemindar,  who  already  owed  me  the 
higheil  obligations,  and  from  whom  I  little  expefted 

fuch 
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rdch  a  return,  and  fo  much  perfidy  as  I  met  with. 
In  confequence  of  his  mifconduct,  I  was  called  upon 
by  the  Enghfh  government  to  pay  60,000  rupees  on 
his  account,  which  was  the  fum  for  which  I  had  be- 
come bound.  This  demand  coming  on  me  unex- 
pectedly, I  was  obliged  to  fell  my  jewels  and  plate, 
to  the  amount  of  31,000  rupees,  and  to  make  up 
the  balance  by  borrowing  it  from  the  banker.  In 
this  way  I  faved  myfelf  from  the  feverity  with  which 
I  would  have  been  treated  by  the  government  to 
whom  the  money  was  due,  and  from  the  flill  more 
unfeeling  rigour  of  the  aumils,  muttfudies,  and  other 
revenue  officers,  who  feemed  to  wait  with  a  mali- 
cious eye  for  the  fignal  from  government,  to  feize 
my  whole  property.  I  was  obliged  to  put  into  the 
banker's  hands,  as  a  fecurity  for  the  money  I  had 
borrowed,  the  portion  of  land  1  poffelTed,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  procure  fubfiltence  by  fome  other  means. 
But  I  was  unable  to  get  any  employment,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  interefl,  and  all  the  enquiries  which 
my  friends  made  in  my  behalf.  At  lad  it  pleafed 
fortune  to  give  me  a  friend  in  General  Coddart,  a 
man  of  merit  fo  confpicuous  as  to  need  no  praife, 
and  W'hofe  kindnefs  and  generofity  to  me  as  well  as 
to  many  of  my  countrymen,  entitle  him  to  my  laft- 
ing  gratitude.  Such  a  charader  is  not  often  met 
with  among  the  Englilh  in  Hindoftan. 

"  He  was  about  this  time  appointed  refident  at 
Chunar^?;hur ;  foon  after  which  he  came  to  Azim- 
iibad,   (Patna.)  where  he  made  fome  flav.     Being 

3  4  aii 
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an  old  acquaintance,  I  went  to  fee  him.  He  had  the 
kindnefs  to  enquire  about  my  affairs,  and  he  heard, 
with  cordial  concern,  the  calamity  which  had  befal- 
len them.  "  I  am  truly  forry,  faid  he,  to  hear  what 
has  happened  ;  but  as  I  fee  no  likelihood  of  your 
getting  employment  here,  you  had  better  come  along 
with  me,  and  we  will  live;  upon  what  we  can  get." 
I  cheerfully  accepted  of  the  propofal,  looking  upon 
it  as  one  of  the  fecret  refources  which  Providence 
had  kept  in  ftore  for  me.  I  accordingly  got  myfelf  |f 
ready  and  accompanied  him  to  Chunar.  But  on 
General  Goddarc's  arrival  there,  he  found  that  the 
fituation  to  which  he  was  appointed,  was,  in  point  of 
emolument,  much  below  what  he  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pect, and  indeed  fcarcely  fuflicient  to  defray  his  ne- 
ceilary  expences.  This  circumftance  difabled  him 
from  aiTiiLing  me  as  he  wifhed  ;  but  he  committed 
to  my  care  whatever  concerned  the  revenue  matters 
of  that  town.  He  allotted  alfo  for  my  accommoda- 
tion an  excellent  houfe,  which  had  been  fitted  up 
for  himfelf ;  and  fent  his  own  boats  to  bring  my  wife 
and  family.  When  they  arrived,  he  gave  them  a 
penlion  of  300  rupees  a  month.  After  behaving  to 
me  in  this  very  handfome  manner,  it  was  natural  in 
him  to  receive  my  vifits  with  that  particular  diftinc- 
tion  which  he  fhewed  me. 

*'  I  have  already  obferved,  that  General  Goddart's 
income  at  Chunar,  was  much  below  his  expendi- 
ture :  in  confequence  of  this,  he  now  determined  to 
reiinquifli  his  fituation,  and  get  permiflion  to  enter 

into 
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iiito  the  fervice  of  Azof  ul  Dowlah,  having  heard 
J I  that  that  prmce,  diiTatisfied  with  his  old  troops,  had 
difmifled  them,  and  intended  to  raife  a  new  army,  the 
difcipline  of  which  he  wifhed  to  commit  to  the  charge 
of  an  Enghfli  officer  of  rank.  My  friend  conceived 
that  fuch  an  employment  would  be  more  fuitable  to 
his  turn  of  mind,  than  the  ilation  he  held  at  Chu- 
nar  j  and  that  it  would  likewife  prove  more  profita- 
ble both  to  himfelf  and  me.  But  as  he  had  no  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr  Brifliow,  who  was  then  minifter 
at  Lucknow,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  make 
nny  perfonal  application  to  him  on  the  fubjeft.  On 
liis  afiving  my  opinion  of  the  matter,  I  propofed  that 
j  he  fliould  give  me  a  letter  to  another  Englifhman,  a 
friend  of  Mr  BriftoVs,  to  whom,  by  that  means,  I 
Hiould  find  a  ready  introduftion  ;  and  thereby  be 
able  to  found  him  in  regard  to  the  object  in  view, 
without  mentioning  his  name.  Of  this  he  approved; 
and  giving  to  me  the  letter  to  the  gentleman  at 
Lucknow,  he  wifhed  me  a  fuccefsful  journey." 

After,  however,  obtaining  the  confent  of  Mr 
Briftow  to  this  meafure^  all  the  views  of  the  General 
and  Golam  were  defeated,  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr  Middleton  as  refident  in  the  room  of  Mr  Briilow. 
Though  this  was  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  the 
General,  from  whofe  frlendfliip  he  expected  much, 
he  totally  difapprovcd  of  the  meafure.  On  the  i'ai- 
Jure  of  this  fcheme,  and  the  appointm.ent  of  General 
Goddart  to  join  the  army  in  the  Deccan,  all  con- 
netliou  between  Iiim  and  our  author  was,broken  off. 

At 
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At  a  more  early  period  of  his  life,  he  had  been  em-:  J 
ployed  in  the  courts  of  Aliverdi  Khan,  and  that  of 
his  nephews,  in  confequential  fituations ;  and  after 
having  received  various  difappointments  and  reverfes 
of  fortune,  he  fettled  at  lalt  at  Patna,  where  on  a 
fum  of  money  left  by  his  friends,  he  was  enabled  to 
fupport  his  family  comfortably.  It  was  there  alfo, 
that  during  a  period  of  quiet  and  retirement,  he  tells 
us  he  compofed  the  Seir  Mutakhareen.  In  the  fame 
city,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  he  witnefied  the 
mafl'acre  of  the  Englifli,  a  cruelty  which  he  repro- 
bated, but  which  he  could  not  prevent.  He  con- 
ferred, however,  fome  obligations  on  Mr  Fullarton, 
the  only  perfon  who  efcaped  from  that  bloody  ca- 
taflrophe. 

The  military  and  civil  tranfadions  of  his  time, 
which  occupy  the  mod  coniiderable  part  of  thefe  vo- 
lumes, have  not  precluded  the  author  from  inferting 
large  biographical  anecdotes,  which  impart  greater 
variety  and  interefl  to  his  work.  He  has  fpoken  fre- 
quently of  the  charader  of  authors,  and  difcuffed  the 
merits  of  their  writing;  in  this,  however,  his  candour 
and  benevolence  of  mind,  appear  to  far  greater  advan- 
tage than  his  literary  attainments.  From  the  praifes 
which  he  bellows  on  the  contemptible  reveries  of 
fanatics,  we  can  draw  no  favourable  opinion  of  Mo- 
gul  literature  at  this  period  ;  nor  does  it  appear,  that 
in  any  tera  of  the  Empire,  they  ever  role  above  the 
kumbleit  mediocrity. 

3  When 
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When  travelling  in  purfuit  of  bufmefs,  he  fre- 
quently ftepped  afide  to  vifit  what  he  terms  the 
abodes  of  learned  men;  and  as  often  as  he  fpeaks  of 
character,  it  is  generally  from  perfonal  obfervation 
and  acquaintance.  In  his  journey  from  Chunar  to 
Lucknow,  mentioned  above,  he  went  by  way  of 
Juanpore,  and  flopped  there  for  fome  days;  becaufe, 
to  ufe  his  own  words,  "  he  underflood  it  was  be- 
come the  refidence  of  the  iiluilrious  and  venerable 
Seid  Mahmed  Afkheffy,"  of  whom  he  had  heard  fo 
much.  "  I  fent  to  defire  leave  to  pay  him  a  refpeclful 
vifit.  Being  admitted  to  his  prefence,  I  fpent  two 
hours  v/ith  him.  His  converfation  delighted  me, 
even  beyond  what  I  expected :  it  was  replete  with 
the  many  excellencies  for  which  he  was  celebrated  ; 
and  I  took  my  leave  of  him  fully  fatisfied,  that  fame 
in  her  encomiums  had  fallen  fhort  of  v/hat  I  had  feen 
and  heard.  To  this  day  I  remember  his  venerable 
afpeft,  and  enchanting  converfation ;  and  they  have 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  my  mind,  that  I  mull 
fufpend  the  narrative  of  my  own  actions,  to  give  the 
reader  a  glimpfe  of  the  talents  and  virtues  which 
adorned  that  diflinguillied  man. 

*'  He  was  of  a  family  of  Seids,  that  ranked  for 
many  ages  amongfl  the  mod  refpectable  of  that  fecl^ 
in  the  city  of  Juanpore." 

"  This  Seid  of  virtuous  difpofnion,  and  fme  geni- 
us, wTote  a  book  of  practical  morality,  all  the  rules  of 
which  he  extracted  from  his  own  pra(5ticc ;  fo  that 

tliis 
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this  book  v/as  a  commentary  on  his  Hfe.  Very  dif- 
ferent this  fi"om  the  generahty  of  morahfls,  whofe 
principles  and  praftice  are  completely  at  variance ; 
who  preach  up  the  utility  of  moral  conduct,  yet  lead 
a  life  of  fin. 

"  His  fpeech  was  fuch,  that  it  feemed  to  flow  from 
the  fountain  of  wifdom ;  and  his  advices  and  coun- 
fels  were  fo  many,  remedies  againft  ficknefs  and  for- 
row  of  heart. 

*'  Hp:  poiTeffed  a  very  extenfive  knowledge,  graced 
with  fo  much  modefty,  that  he  inftructed  all  who 
converfed  wifh  him,  without  making  them  feel  their 
own  inferiority.  He  lived  upon  a  fmall  income, 
without  a  wifh  to  increafe  it. 

''  It  is  true,  he  was  not  regularly  initiated  in  the 
fciences ;  but  the  richnefs  of  his  mind,  and  the 
ftrengih  of  his  judgment,  amply  fupplied  that  want. 
By  the  force  of  his  own  genius,  he  had  become  a  re- 
pofitory  of  all  the  arts  and  fciences,  practical  as  well 
as  abllraft.  No  wonder  then,  that  his  houfe  was  re- 
forted  to  by  all  the  learned  perfons  of  that  city  and 
neighbourhood,  and  by  numbers  who  travelled  thi- 
ther from  diftant  countries,  being  learned  themfelves, 
or  pofleffing  a  love  of  knowledge. 

"  The  natural  turn  of  his  mind  v/as  to  candour 
and  modeity ;  fo  that  he  was  as  forward  to  acknow- 
ledge the  merit  of  others,  as  he  was  Itudious  to  con- 
ceal 
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[ceal  his  own.  He  gave  his  time  to  reading  lectures, 
which  is  the  nobleil  of  all  occupations ;  the  nobleft 
and  mod  pleafmg  thing  of  all  being  to  bring  to  light 
the  treafures  of  hidden  knowledge.  Whenever  any 
[one  in  his  prefence  introduced  a  difcourfe  in  difpraife 
[of  a  man's  charafter,  either  direftly  or  indiredtly,  he 
had  too  much  poiitenefs  to  flop  and  reprimand  him ; 
but  he  would  with  great  addrefs,  and  peculiar  fehci- 
ty,  turn  the  difcourfe  to  another  fubjeft,  without 
giving  the  fpeaker  the  fmalleft  offence. — This  vene- 
rable man  died  at  the  age  of  feventy." 

In  this  flrain  does  this  amiable  writer  criticife  his 
cotemporary  authors  ;  men  far  inferior  to  himfelf, 
either  in  judgment,  knowledge  of  the  world,  or 
even  literature.  Perhaps  it  may  be  owing  to  this 
candour,  and  mildnefs  of  difpofition,  that  he  has 
treated  fome  parts  of  the  mifconduft  of  the  Englifh, 
as  magiftrates,  with  fo  lenient  a  hand.  He  deems 
their  conduft  meritorious  upon  the  v/hole,  and  their 
government  advantageous  ;  though  the  Mahomedans 
of  rank,  whom  it  has  difplaced  from  all  the  more  lu- 
crative official  fituations,  are  perhaps  the  only  clafs  of 
men  whofe  circumflances  it  has  injured. 

One  difad vantage  arifmg  from  our  fituation  in 
India,  he  has  feen,  and  laments,  which  arifes  from 
the  temporary  refidence  of  individuals  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  proportionably  fmall  interefh  they  can 
feel  in  its  welfare,  Men,  he  obferves,  who  leave 
their  native  country  with  the  fole  view  of  acquiring 

an 
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an  independency,  and  then  to  return  to  it,  can  hare 
little  inducement  to  confer  upon  their  temporary  re- 
lidence  any  permanent  improvements.  The  merito- 
rious bufinefs  of  planting  topes,  digging  wells,  ma- 
king roads,  and  various  employments  fuitable  for  the 
wealthy  part  of  a  community,  individuals  will  feldom 
undertake  in  a  country  which  they  hope  foon  to  leav6. 
As  the  Europeans,  according  to  our  fyftem,  have  not 
been  allowed  to  colonize  in  India,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  juftice  of  Golam  lioffein's  remarks  on 
this  particular. 

Of  injuftice  and  corruption,  as  judges,  he  entirely 
acquits  our  countrymen  ;  and  of  cruelty  and  oppref- 
fion,  as  rulers,  he  brings  not  the  flightefl  imputa- 
tion :  from  his  intim.ate  acquaintance  with  this  fub- 
jeft,  and  his  bias,  if  he  felt  any,  being  wholly  againft 
us,  we  may  applaud  our  countrymen  for  having  ob- 
tained this  honourable  teflimony  of  their  charader. 
From  want  of  knowledge  in  the  language,  which 
frequently  has  happened  to  the  junior  fervants,  he 
does  accufe  them  of  fometimes  fuffering  themfelves 
to  be  impofed  on  by  their  bannians  and  circars ;  nor 
does  he  conceal  that  injuftice  is  fometimes  committed 
through  their  interference.  Perfian  writings,  and 
books,  are  not  committed  to  the  prefs  and  diflemi- 
nated  by  publication  as  in  Europe.  This  author's 
manufcripts,  for  many  years,  were  handed  about 
privately  among  the  natives :  he  could  therefore 
have  no  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  Englilh  by 
what  he  brought  forward.     This  is  indeed  apparent 

from 
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fl-om  many  flriclures  he  has  written  abundantly  fe- 
vere ;  nor  does  there  feem  any  intention  to  pleafe  by 
flattery  in  a  work  that  was  never  fubmitted  to  the 

I  perufal  of  the  EngUfh  :  the  praifes  of  General  God- 
dart,  and  of  many  other  individuals  to  be  found  in 
thefe  volumes,  are  no  exception  to  this  remark,  fnice 
they  are  evidently  the  effufions  of  fmcerity  and  grati- 
tude ;  and  fome  of  them,  as  that  of  Mr  Fullarton, 
were  written  long  after  the  parties  concerned  had  left 
the  country.  Without  having  any  knowledge  of  civil 
liberty  in  the  abftract,  this  author  poflefTed  the  fulleft 
1;  enjoyment  of  it ;  and  from  this  circumflance  his  tefti- 

j  mony  has  become  of  fo  great  importance. 


SECT. 


SECT.  XXXf, 


Oi-  THE  AYEEN  ACBERY  ; 


4  StatiJ} teal  Account  of  Hindojlan  during  the  "Reign  of  Achet\ 


Caunpore,  yan.  1799, 

This  voluminous  v/ork  Is  the  production  of  the  cele- 
brated Vizier  of  Acber,  Abulfazel,  a  minifter  equal- 
ly renowned  for  his  talents  and  integrity  :  he  ferved 
his  mafcer  with  fidelity  till  the  forty-feventh  year  of 
his  reign ;  at  which  period  he  was  murdered  by 
fome  banditti  on  his  return  from  the  Deccan.  There 
are  few  countries,  even  the  moil  civilized,  who  are 
in  poiTeiTion  of  fo  great  a  fiiare  of  authentic  informa- 
tion regarding  their  own  internal  policy,  as  this  book 
contains.  Of  its  eftimation  among  the  natives  we 
have  ample  proof  in  the  writings  of  Mahpmed  She- 
reefF  Motamed  Khan,  who  publiflied  about  fifteen 
years  after  t]ie  death  of  Acber,  the  following  cha- 
racter of  Abulfazel's  hiftory. 

8  *'  To 


INDIAN   RECREATIONS.  2H0 

"  To  the  learned  it  is  well  known  that  Alamy 
Sheikh  Abiilfazel,  by  the  command  of  the  Emperor 
Jillaledeen  Mahommed  Acber,  wrote  the  hiflory  of 
that  monarch,  from  the  commencement  of  his  reign, 
till  the  time  of  his  own  death,  and  which  he  entitled 
Acbernamch,  It  is  compofed  of  three  volumes  r  the 
firil  confifts  of  a  fummary  account  of  the  Emperor's 
ancellors ;  the  fecond  volume  contains  the  occur- 
rences' of  Acber's  reign,  from  his  acceilion  to  the 
throne,  down  to  the  47th  year,  that  in  which  the 
author  died ;  the  third  contains  the  Emperor's  in- 
ilitutes,  which  is  entitled  the  Ayeen  Acbery."  This 
hifl  volume  has  lately  been  tranflated  from  the  ori-« 
ginal  Perfian  by  Mr  Gladwin,  and  is  divided  into 
three  parts,  containing  the  Emperor's  regulations  for 
every  department  of  government ;  a  hillorical  and 
geographical  defcription  of  the  twelve  viceroyalties 
of  Hindoflan ;  and  the  work  clofes  with  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  religion  of  the  Hindoos,  their  writings, 
and  the  fe£ts  into  which  they  are  divided. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  manner  in  which  the  hific- 
rical  part  of  this  volume  is  executed  by  the  author, 
his  account  of  the  Soubah  of  Agra  is  fciecled  :  it 
contained  the  capital  of  the  empire,  and  the  place  of 
the  author's  nativity. 

"  It  is  fituated  in  the  fecond  chmate :  in  length 
from  Gatimpoor,  which  bounds  it  on  the  fide  of  Al- 
lahabad, to  Pulwul,  which  bounds  it  on  the  fide  of 
i)elhi :    it  meafures   175  cofs  (350  miles),  and  its 

Vol.  I,  T  breadth 
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breadth  is  from  Kinouge  to  Chundery,  in  MLiKvafi- 
It  is  bounded  on  the  cail:  by  Gatimpoor  ;  on  the  wefi 
bv  Pulwul  ;  on  the  north  by  the  river  Ganp;es  ;  and 
cn  the  fouth  by  Chundery. 

"  In  this  Soubah  are  many  rivers;  the  chief  of 
which  are  the  Jown,   (Jumna,)   and   the  ChumbuL 
A  great  many  fituations  in  the  fouthern  mountains, 
parts  of  this  Soubah,  are  remarkably  pleafant  andij 
healthy.     Agriculture  is  here  in  perfection  ;  there  is 
abundance  of  fiovv-ers,   and  fweet-fcented  oils  ;,  and  ; 
very  excellent  betle   leaf.     They   have  melons  and  i 
grapes,  as  fine  as  are  produced  in  Iran  and  Turan. 

*'  Agra  is  a  lar;:^e  city,  the  air  of  which  is  efteemr  | 
ed  very  healthv.     I'he   river  Jovvii  runs  thro^Hi  it 
for   five    cofs ;    and    on   both    fides    are   delightful 
houfes,  inhabited  by  people  of  all  nations,  and  vvhere;, 
are  difprayed  the  prDdu<5lions  of  every  climate,     llij 
Majefty  has  ereded  a  fort  of  red  (tone  ;  the  hke  oil 
which   no  traveller  has  ever  beheld*.     It  contain^ 
alone  five  hundred  ftone  buildings  of  furprifing  con-{ 
flrucHon,   in  the  Bengal,  Gujerat,  and  other  fliles  ;| 
and  the  artificers  'have  decorated  them  with  beautifu^ 
paintings.     At  the  eaftern  gate,   are  carved  in  fioneJ 
two  elephants,  with  their  riders,  of  excellent  work-j 
juanfliip. 

"   Ilsl 

*  Still  in  repair,  and  at  present  garrisoned  by  Dowlet  Re 
Scindla's  troops,  under  M.  Perron. 
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"  In  former  times,  Agra  was  a  village  dependent 
on  Byaneb,  where  Sultan  Jecunder  Lowdy  kept  his 
court.  Here  his  Majefty  has  founded  a  moft  magni- 
ficent city.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is  the 
Charbagh,  (four  gardens,)  a  monument  of  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  inhabitant  of  Paradife*.  The  author 
cf  this  book  was  born  on  that  fide  of  the  river  ;  and 
there  are  the  tombs  of  his  anceilors,  together  with. 
that  of  his  elder  brother  Sheikh  Fizu,  -dnd  many 
other  eminent  perfons  are  alfo  interred  there. 

"  Near  the  city  of  Agra,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river  Jown,  in  a  village  called  Rungleh,  is  a  famous 
place  of  Hindoo  wor&ip. 

"  FutTEK-PooR  w'as  formerly  dependent  on  Bya- 
neh,  and  then  called  Suckery.  Upon  Agra  being 
made  the  feat  of  government,  it  alfo  became  a  city : 
it  is  fituatcd  at  the  dipLance  of  twelve  cofs  from  the 
city  of  Agra.  It  has  a  ilone  fort,  containing  magni- 
ficent buildings,  and  over  one  of  the  gates  are  two 
aftonifhing  elephants  carved  in  ftone.  The  royal 
palace,  and  the  houfes  of  the  nobility,  are  built  upon 
the  mountain,  but  the  plains  are  alfo  decorated  with 
many  buildings  and  gardens.  His  Majefty  has  cauf- 
ed  to  be  erected  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  a 
mofque,  a  college,  and  a  monaftery,  for  Soffees, 
^'hich  are  the  admiration  of  travellers.     iVdjoining. 

T"  2  to 


*  Humayun,  the  King's  fatncr. 
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to  the  city  is  a  lake,  extending  twelve  cofs,  and  upon 
the  edge  of  it  his  P»lajefly  has  built  an  amphitheatre, 
with  high  minarets.  The  amphitheatre  is  ufed  for 
the  game  of  Chowgong  ;  and  here  are  alfo  exhibited 
the  elephant  fights.  In  this  neighbourhood  is  a 
quarry  of  red  flone,  out  of  which  they  cut  flabs  and 
pillars  of  any  dimenfions. 

"  In  Agra  they  manufadure  blankets,   and  fine  | 
fluffs;  and  here  are  alTembled  artificers  of  every  de- 
nomination. 


'•  Byaneh  in  former  times  w?.s  a  capital  city. 
It  has  a  larrre  fort  containina:  manv  fubterraneous  ca- 
vcrns,  where  there  are  now  found  warlike  indru- 
.ijiients,  and  kitchen  utenfils  ;  and  here  is  a  very  high 
tower.  The  mangos  of  this  place  are  excellent ; 
and  fome  of  them  v/eigh^  above  two  pounds.  This 
town  is  famous  for  very  white  fugar  :  here  is  a  well, 
with  the  water  of  which  they  knead  the  fugar  into  a 
pafte  like  flour,  and  form  it  into  cakes,  which  they 
call  Gundoreh,  and  it  is  carried  to  great  diftances 
as  a  rarity ;  for  it  cannot  be  made  with  any  other 
water.  The  indigo  of  this  place  is  very  fine,  felling 
from  ten  to  fixteen  rupees  per  maund.  Excellent 
henna,  of  a  high  colour,  is  alfo  to  be  procured  here; 
This  tov/n  is  the  burial  place  of  many  illuflrious 
men.  Toodeh  Bheem  is  a  place  at  the  diftance  of 
three  cofs,  where  is  a  cave  full  of  water,  whofe  depth 
is  unfathomable.  Mines  of  copper,  and  turquoifes 
have  been  found  here ;  but  they  will  not  defray  the 

expenc? 
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expence  of  being  worked.     Mehterah  is  a  city  upon 
*  the  banks  of  the  Hver  Town,  where  are  many  idola- 
trous  temples,  to  which  the  Hindoos  refort. 

"  Calpee  is  alfo  a  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Jown, 
and  where  are  the  tombs  of  many  great  perfonages. 
Very  good  fagar  is  to  be  procured  here.  At  the 
time  that  the  Sherkian  dynafty  firft  eftabhilied  them- 
felves,  the  Princes  of  Calpee  were  tributary  to  Del- 
hi. When  Kudder  Khan,  who  governed  here,  re- 
belied.  Sultan  Howfl^iing  came  from  Malwah,  re- 
ceived his  fubmiliion,  and  then  reinftated  him  in  his 
government.  Sultan  Mahmood,  of  the  Shekian 
dynafty,  took  it  from  Nuiier  Khan,  the  fon  of  Kudder 
Khan. 

"  KiNoUGE  was  in  ancient  times  the  capital  city  of 
Hindoftan*.  , 

"  GuALiOR  is  a  famous  fort,  in  wliich  there  are 

many  ftately  buildings  ;  and  there  is  a  ftone  elephant 

over  the  gate.     The  air  and  water  of  this  place  are 

both  efteemed  good.  ,   It  has  aUvays  been  celebrated 

.  for  fine  fingers  and  beautiful  yv"omen. 

"  Ali.ore  has  confiderable  manufaclures  of 
woollen   carpets,   and  glafs.     At  Beeral  are  feveral 

T  ;3  .  copper 

*  The  ruins  are  still  extant  j  they   extend  over    a   space   of 
fifteen  miles. 
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copper  mines  fo  profitable,  that  cat  cf  a  maunde  of 
ore,  they  extract  t^^irty-five  feers  of  metal.  Here  has 
alfo  been  difcovered  a  filver  mine,  but  it  is  not  worth 
workings 


ig- 


"  Near  the  mountains  of  Narnole,  is  a  well^ 
which  the  tlradoos  worfhip :  and  when  the  Titte 
Amavus  *  happens  upon  a  Friday,  the  water  flows 
over  at  fun-rife. 

"  There  are  aifo  copper  mines  at  Singonoh  Da- 
dypoor,  and  at  Kotepotely :  and  at  the  town  of  Kan- 
wery  are  many  cold  and  hot  fprings. 

"  Teiis  Soubah  contains  thirteen  fircars,  fubdi- 
vided  into  two  hundred  and  three  pergunnahs.  The 
meafured  lands  are  two  crore  feventy-eight  lacks  of 
biggahs,  and  eighteen  bifwahs.  The  amount  of  re- 
venue is  fixty-four  crore,  fixty-two  lacks,  fifty  thou- 
fand,  three  hundred  and  four  dams  ;  or  in  Sicca  ru- 
pees, 16,156,257;  of  which  there  are  of  Seyurgal, 
one  crore,  twenty-one  lacks,  five  thoufand,  feven 
hundred  and  three  drams ;  Siccah  rupees  255,392. 
This  Subah  furniflies  50,6C0  cavalry ;  577,570  in- 
fantry, and  221  elephants." 

It 


*  The  laft  divifion  of  the  montli  correfponding  t6  the  thir- 
teenth day;  this  fpace  corrcfponds  with  twelve  degrees  cf  ths 
moon's  progrefs. 
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It  nlay  be  obferved  of  this  account,  that  fome  ar- 
ticles exceed,  while  others  fall  ihort  of  the  contribu- 
tions levied  on  the  reft  of  the  empire.  Six  hundred 
thoufand  troops,  allowing  an  equal  number  tor  the 
other  eleven  Soubahs,  would  bring  the  imperial 
army  to  feven  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  men  ) 
while  we  find,  by  the  fame  author,  that  its  acf ual 
;amount  did  not  reach  five  millions. 

If  the  m.ilitary  contribution  levied  on  the  Soubah 
(of  Agra,  exceeds  that  of  the  other  portions  of  the 
.empire,  the  money  aiTeiTment  falls  much  below  itj 
though  we  fhould  have  expefted  a  different  refult, 
fmce  weaMi  naturally  flows  to  the  feat  of  government. 
The  fura  afforded  by  this  province  is  only  two  mil- 
lions of  our  money,  which  gives  for  the  twelve  Sou- 
bahs, an  affeffment  of  twenty-four  millions.  We 
find,  however,  that  the  ufual  revenue,  during  the 
reign  of  Acber,  amounted  to  thirty-fix  millions  Ster- 
ling ;  a  fum  moderate,  when  compared  to  the  extent 
and  population  of  the  Mogul  empire. 

The  revenue  here  given  in  .the  grofs,  is  detailed 
in  an  after  part  of  the  work,  entitled  Tuckfeeni 
Jummah,  (affeffment  of  land,)  where  the  total  fum  is 
diftributed  among  each  feparate  malil,  and  diftrid;  of 
the  country. 

As  nearly  a  third  part  of  the  Mogul  empire  is*  at 
prefent  under  the  proteclion  of  the  Britilh  govern- 
ment, it  cannot  fail  to  ftrike  the  Englifli  reader  that 

T4 
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-  u  vafl  faving  of  hands  is  aftorded  to  agriculture  and 
manufactures  by  the  introdu6lion  of  European  di- 
fcipHne  among  the  native  troops,  and  the  confequent 
redudlion  of  their  number.  On  the  fame  fcale  with 
the  Mogul  eftablifhment,  our  army  in  India  fliould 
amount  to  two  millions ;  but  a  more  correct  difci- 
piine  has  enabled  us  to  execute  the  fame  fervice,  and 
^  in  a  much  more  efFeftual  manner,  by  a  twentieth  part 
of  the  number  of  men.  This,  however,  is  by  no 
means  the  only  immediate  advantage  refulting  from 
European  conquefts  in  India.  War  is  a  much  more 
rare  occurrence  now  than  formerly :  when  it  does 
happen,  it  is  carried  on  to  a  conclufion  in  lefs  timcj 
and  with  more  humanity ;  while  the  grand  purpofe 
of  an  army,  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  is  fe- 
cured  in  a  degree  fuperior  beyond  all  comparifon. 
"When  the  Englifli  army  firft  entered  the  province  of 
Behar,  againll  the  prefent  Emperor,  we  have  the  tefti- 
mony  of  a  native  author  of  high  confideration,  "  that 
they  hardly  injured  a  blade  of  grafs*  ;"  and  if,  in 
fubfequent  times,  they  have  been  guilty  of  irregula- 
rities, thefc  will  bear  no  comparifon  with  the  evils  in- 
variably attendant  on  the  prefence  of  a  native  army. 


SECT. 


*  Golam  Hcsselu  Khan,  in  his  Seir  Mutakhareen. 


SECT.  XXXIi. 


^^F  TRADES  AND  PROFESSIONS  AS  PRACTISED  AMONCy 
THE  NATIVES  OF  INDIA. 


Caunpore,  "Jan,   1798. 

Three  caufes  have  been  affigned  for  the  fmall  pro- 
grefs  made  by  the  Oriental  nations  in  the  arts  ;  the 
tyranny  of  their  defpotic  governments  ;  the  ener- 
vating heat  of  the  climate  ;  and  their  attachment  to 
ancient  ufages.  By  a  reflecting  mind,  however,  thefe 
will  be  found  eafiiv  reducible  to  the  fecond  ;  for  if 
the  energies  of  body  and  mind  are  injured  by  the"  ef- 
fects of  climate,  defpotifm,  the  molt  fimple  of  all 
forms  of  government,  will  of  confequence  arife  ;  and 
cuftom  will  become  naturally  a  guide  when  the 
po\7ers  of  intellect  are  weak. 


The  prefent  itate  of  almoil  all  the  arts,  compared 
with  the  ancient  monuments  of  them  which  flill  re- 
main, demonftrates  that  they  have  long  continued 

ftationary. 
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Ilationary,  and  ofi'ers  a  flrong  prefumpticn  that  they 
never  will  be  carried  to  a  very  high  degree  of  per- 
i'edion.  Unfortunately  the  art  of  government  has 
always  been  the  leail  perfect  of  any  ;  as  adminifter 
ed  by  the  Indian  princes,  it  lias  never  afforded  a 
Heady  encouragement  to  the  fciences,  nor  any  ade 
quate  rev.ards  to  ,.their  profeffors.  Educated  in  the 
iloth  and  ignorance  ,o.f  a  feraglio,  the  fovereigns  of 
India  could  not  appreciate  in  their  fubjects  qualities 
of  which  they  -were  deilitute  rhemfelves  :  they  were 
accuilomed  to  pay  their  artifts  by  the  day,  like  the 
nieanefl:  mechanic .;  .and  their  fcholars,  if  they  had 
anv,  were  fuffered  to  live  and  die  in  the  fame  mife- 
rable  -obfcRrity,  as  if  they  had  handled  the  fpade  or 
the  plough,.  ;If  ever  their  pleafures  aflumed  a  more 
manly  complexion,  dill  it  was  only  one  trade  that 
they  encouraged  :  war  was  their  profelTion,  and  pro^ 
perty  their  plunder^ 

TVhat  is  faid,  by  a  good  obferver,  of  the  fiiate  of 
painting  among  the  Hindoos,  is  applicable  in  a  great 
meafure  to  the  other  arts  ;  they  are  conducted  by  no 
fcientitic  principles  ;  and  the  effeft  produced,  is  the 
refiilt  of  patient  exaclnefs,  or  a  happy  knacky  rather 
than  of  a  well  conceived  defign.  "  La  peinture  chej5 
Ls  Indiens  eft,  ct  fera  toujours  dans  I'enfance :  ik 
troiivcnt  admirable  un  tableau  charge  de  rouge  e't:  de 
bleu,  et  dont  les  perfonnages  font  vctus  d'or.  lis 
iv'ente-Jent  point  le  clair  obfcur,  n'arrondiffent  ja- 
mais les  ci-ijeti^,  et  ne  fa  vent  pas  les  mettre  en  per- 

fpeclive  ; 
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ipeclive  ;   en  iin  mot  leurs  meilleures  ptintures  nc 
font  que  de  mauvaifewS  cnluminures  *.'* 

Perhaps  their  painted  cloths  are  more  indebted 
to  the  brilliancy  of  the  colours,  and  the  goodnefs  of 
the  water,  than  any  friill  of  the  artift,  for  that  admi- 
ration with  which  they  have  been  viewed.  It  muit 
be  acknowledged,  that  feme  of  our  European  natu- 
ralills  have  found  excellent  draftfmen  among  the  na- 
tives, who  have  executed  drawings  of  many  fpcci- 
mens  of  natural  hidiory,  with  much  ncatnefs  and  ac- 
curacy. The  laborious  exa£lnefs  with  which  they 
imitate  every  feather  of  a  bird,  or  the  fmalleil  iibr;.- 

n  the  leaf  of  a  plant,  renders  them  valuable  airul- 
:ints  in  this  department ;  but  farther  than  this  they 
cannot  advance  one  Hep.  If  your  bird  is  to  be  placed 

n  a  rock,  or  upon  the  branch  of  a  tree,  the  draftf- 
man  is  at  a  ftand  ;  the  objeft  is  not  before  him  ;  and 
his  imagination  can  fupply  nothing.  Sculpture  among 
the  Hindoos,  labours  under  the  fame  imperfection 
Vvith  painting :  the  niunberlefs  ftatues  which  Ave  fee 
in  their  temples,  are  poorly  deugnedjand  worfe  exe- 
cuted ;  nor  do  thefe  religious  edifices  imprefs  the 
mind  with  a  more  favourable  idea  of  th^  architec- 
ture, than  the  fculpture  of  India.  The  columns  and 
pillars  which  adorn  their  imraenfe  pagodas,  are  dt- 
llitute   of  any  fixed    proportions,    and    the    edifices 

Iienifeives  are  fubjecled  to  no  rules  oi  archite<5lurc. 

I  ne 

*  Voyages  de  Sonnerat  aux  Indes,  Tom.  i.  p.  99. 
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The  celebrated  maufoleum  at  Agra,  commonly  cal- 
led the  Tage  Mahl,  which  has  fo  often  been  defcrib- 
ed  by  travellers,  has  little  to  boail  of,  either  in  fim-  , 
plicity  or  elegance  of  defign.     The  immenfity  of  its 
fize,  its  coflly  ornaments,  and  the  minute  exactnefs 
of  its  decorations,  in  particular  parts,  are  worthy  of ' 
notice  ;  but  they  afford  much  flronger  proofs  of  the 
wealth  and  magnificence  of  Shah  Jehan,  than  the 
correftnefs  of  his  talle.     In  China,  Egypt  and  India, 
where  a  numerous  ^population,  plenty  of  provifions, 
and  defpotic  power,  in  the  hands  of  a  fmgle  perfon, 
have  enabled   the   monarchs  to   execute  works,  in 
extent  far  more  vaft  than  thofe  in  Europe,  that  cir- 
cumftance,  however,  cannot  eftablifh  their  claim  to 
equal  proficiency  in  the  arts,  nor  to  the  fame  fldll  in 
the  principles  of  fcience. 

If  we  are  to  judge  merely  from  the  number  of  in- 
flruments,  and  the  frequency  with  which  they  ap* 
ply  them,  the  Hindoos  might  be  regarded  as  confi- 
derable  proficients  in  m.ufic,  yet  has  the  teftimony 
of  all  flrangers  deemed  it  equally  .imperfect  as  the 
other   arts.       Their  warlike  inflruments   are  rude, 
noify,   and    inartificial:    and    in    the  -temples,  i thofe 
employed  for  the  purpofes  of  religion.,  are  managed 
apparently  on  the  fame  principle  ;   for,  in  their  idea., 
the  moll  pleafant  and   harmonious,   is   that   which 
makes  the  loudeft  noife.     in  this  country,  mufic,  or 
rather  noife,   is  a  neceflary  adjunct   of  wealth  and 
dignity  :  the  beating  of  the  Nagari  (great  drum)  is 
the  emblem  .of  fovereign  power  ;  and  the  various  de- 
legations 


I- 
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^gations  of  it  are  typified  by  fome  particular  inflru- 
ments.  The  different  claffes  of  jugglers,  and  parti- 
!cularly  thofe  who  charm  ferpents,  make  ufe  of  an 
inftrument  which  they  call  magondi ;  by  the  found 
of  which  they  not  only  make  them  dance,  but  charm 
idiem  otit  of  the  houfes,  put  them  into  bafkcts,'  and 
icarry  them  about  as  an  exhibition  to  amufe  the 
people.  It  is  generally  the  fame  clafs  of  Itrollers 
who  perform  feats  of  dexterity  and  legerdemain,  in 
prder  to  coUeQ;  money  from  the  crowds  who  follow 
them ;  and  it  muil  be  allowed,  tli2.t  in  thefe*feats 
jhe  Hindoos  excel  all  mankind. 

The  Hindoo  tradefmen  of  all  defcriptions,  are 
characterifed  by  the  fmiphcity  of  their  tools,  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  number,  and  by  the  want  of  all 
complex  ma.chinery.  In  the  manufadure  of  fine 
muflin,  in  which  they  excel  all  the  w^orld,  the 
wheel,  the  reel,  and  the  loom,  are  of  a  fnnple  and 
artlefs  iirudure,  yet  the  work  produced  cannot  be 
equalled  by  European  machinery,  aided  by  every  ef- 
fort of  ingen.uity  and  fkilh  This,  however,  is  per- 
haps the  only  manufacture  in  which  the  fuperior  art 
and  capital  of  Europeans  has  not  yet  enabled  them  to 
furpafs  their  teachers .;  for  in  the  common  piece 
goods,  all  the  variety  and  elegance  pf  pattern  is  of 
Britifli  origin. 

The  articles  furniflied  by  the  black  fmith,  filver 
;ind  gold  fmiths,  cannot  be  compared  cither  in 
llrength   or  elegance  with   the  prod.ucfions  of  Eil- 

rope, 
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rope,  though  they  furprife  by  the  inefficiency  of  tlie 
tools  by  which  they  are  fabricated.  The  brazier  andlfe^ 
blackfmith  renerally  carry  about  with  them  theirlp-'' 
fcanty  flock  of  implements,  confifling  of  little  moreP'^ 
than  a  hammer,  a  file,  and  pair  of  tongs,  with  a  bel-P^ 
lows  :  the  forge  is  foon  conftruded,  the  anvil  being  P' 
frequently  a  (lone  :  and  when  the  work  is  fmifhed, 
they  pack  up  their  utenfils,  and  fet  out  in  queil  of  al^^ 
new  employer.  The  carpenter  has  feidom  any  m 
ftrunient  beyond  the  faw,  the  hammer,  the  chifei, 
and  cfn  ill  contrived  adze  :  the  ground  is  his  bench, 
and  his  foot  holds  the  wood  ;  but  the  work  which  |il 
occupies  him  a  month  \vould  be  completed  by  our 
workmen  in  three  or  four  days.  w- 

In  all  the  more  laborious  profcliions,  tlie  want  of 
proper  implements  and  machinery  is  ftill  mere  fen- 
libly  felt :  the  thrafhing  and  grinding  of  corn  are 
tedious  and  fevere  procefTes  in  rural  labour,  which 
the  Hindoo  ingenuity  has  m^ade  no  eifeclual  eixort  to 
Shorten  or  facilitate.  A  water  mill,  or  fleam-engine, 
guided  by  a  fmgle  perfon,  performs  in  one  day,  more 
than  the  labour  of  an  hundred  women,  at  the  hand 
mill :  and  it  is  probable  that  the  invention  of  ma- 
chinery has  abridged  the  tedious  labour  of  fpinning 
cotton  to  lefs  than  a  fiftieth  part. 

In  naval  architecture,  as  a  fcicnce,  the  Orientals 
were  totally  deficient  on  the  firfl  arrival  of  Euro- 
peans  ;  it}  its  praflice  as  an  art,  they  were  flow  and 
awkward.     This  employment  requiring   the  united 

appli- 
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DpHcatlon  of  (kill  and  machinery,  and  hard  labour, 
the  work  of  a  fingle  carpenter  is  equal  to  that  often 
natives ;  his  wages,  however,  are  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion, and  (hip-building  is  nearly  of  equal  expence 
■\^"hether  executed  by  European  or  native  labour. 
The  bufmefs  of  fhip-building  affords  a  happy  illuftra- 
',  rion  of  the  mutual  benefit  derived  from  their  inter- 
courfe  bv  thefe  two  races  of  men.  European  capi- 
tal and  fkill,  has  enabled  the  Hindoos  to  build  many 
of  the  befl  fliips  that  navigate  the  fea,  who  formerly 
could  execute  nothing  fuperior  to  the  wretched  craft 
that  had  for  twenty  centuries  plied  upon  the  Ganges. 
The  warm  climate  of  India  would  have  rendered  the 
linowledge  of  Europeans  ufelefs  and  inefficient,  un- 
:  m's  they  had  been  fupplied  with  operative  hands  ha- 
.ituated  to  thefe  tropical  regions. 

The  different  occupations  of  tanners,  leather  fel- 
brs,  v^nd  fhoemakers,  equally  demonflrate  the  imper- 
feciion  of  the  Indian  artifls,  and  the  benefit  they 
liave  received  from  their  intercourfe  with  Europe-. 
Formerly  thefe  tradefmen  were  treated  as  the  vilefl 
and  moit  worthlefs  of  human  beings  :  they  had  no 
implements,  but  their  laft,  their  knife,  and  awl  ;  no 
provifion  of  leather,  or  ftock  of  goods  :  whoever 
needed  a  pair  of  ihoes,  had  to  pay  the  price  in  ad- 
vance to  the  tradefman,  who  bought  the  animal  whofe 
hide  v.-as  to  furnifn  the  material.  So  ill  conducted 
was  the  whole  procefs,  that  in  a  few  days  he  prepared 
tlic  leather,  and  delivered  the  flioes.  Their  worldng 
in  leather,  and  eating  of  fleih,  has,  in  the  eyes  of  the 

2  Hin- 
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Hindoos,  call;  a  degree  of  infamy  upon  their  cad 
which  no  efiort  of  Europeans  can  remove  ;  they  art 
ftiil  ranked  among  the  moft  degraded  of  men  ;  anc 
dwell  in  huts  feparate  from  the  towns  and  villages  ;' 

•  but  new  procefles  in  tanning  have  been  introduced, 
-and  flioes  are  manufactured  by  them  nearly  equal  tc 

thole  imported  from  Europe,  and  at  one  third  of  the; 
■  price.  The  countenance  of  Europeans  being  with- 
held by  no  prejudice  againfl  their  profeiTion,  it  is  pof- 
fible  that  their  humiliating  condition  has  been  in 
fome  degree  foftened  of  its  rigour. 

The  watering  of  land  in  a  hot  climate,  is  an  ope- 
ration as  necelfary,  as  it  is  laborious  and  fatiguing : 

•  in  no  part  of  India  is  this  work  much  abridged  by 
machinery  ;  in  many,  parts  it  is  drawn  from  wells 
by  the  flrength  of  cattle  ;  in  others,  it  is  lifted  from 

-refervoirs  by  human  labour,  by  the  moft  inartificial 
method.  A  common  baiket,  made  water-tight  with 
a  fort  of  pitch,  is  attached  to  a  rope,  and  fwung  by 
two  men,  one  on  each  fide,  holding  the  rope ;  in  one 
part  of  the  circumference  it  defcribes,  it  is  filled  with 
water,  wdiich  is  emptied  as  it  afcends  to  a  higher  ele- 
vation. This  is  far  more  laborious,  and  lefs  effectual 
than  the  water-wheels  of  the  Chinefe  ;  which,  awk- 
wardly as  they  are  conftrufted,  raife  many  tuns  of 
water  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours. 


SECT, 
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THE  STATE  OF  MARRIED  WOMEN  AMONG  THF, 
MAHOMEDANS. 


«    4     •    « 


Caunpore,  Jan.  179S. 

[)f  this  important  part  of  domeftic  economy  among 
fiifiatics,  Europeans  are,  notwithftanding  all  that  has 
jeen  written  upon  the  fubjecl,  worfe  informed  than  ot 
iny  other.  The  very  name  of  the  apartments  deftin- 
4  for  the  refidence  of  married  women,  Haram,  (for- 
>idden,)  implies  the  exclufion  of  all  ftrangers,  par- 
icularly  males,  from  thefe  abodes.  Our  medical 
gentlemen,  (and  even  with  them  the  occurrence  is 
^ery  rare,)  are  the  only  perfons  ever  fuffered  to  ap- 
)roach  the  dwelling  of  a  married  woman  of  rank : 
«fhen  in  cafe  of  any  dangerous  illn^fs  a  phyfician  is  ap- 
plied to,  he  is  only  permitted  to  approach  the  door 
)f  the  apartment,  which  is  covered  with  a  fcreen, 
md  there  he  mufl  prefcribe,  without  feeing  her,  ac- 
;ording  to  the  replies  he  receives  to  his  enquiries  re- 
nting to  her  complaint.  Hence  the.  various  rela- 
r,  Vol.  I.  U  tions 
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tioiis,  regarding  the  privileges,  cuftoms,  and  em-j 
ployment  of  Afiatic  females,  are  generally  the  off- 
fpnng  of  the  narrator^s  vanity,  and  may  be  regarded 
as  deilitute  of  truth  and  accuracy,  fmce  the  writers 
enjoyed  no  opportunity  of  better  information.  Of 
the  general  faft,  only,  the  feclufion  of  all  females  of 
rank,  an  European  can  decide  ;  and  when  he  urges 
the  advantages  of  a  freer  intercourfe  on  the  female 
charafler,  he  can  fpeak  on  no  lubjecl  on  which  he  is 
lefs  likely  to  perfuade.  To  a  MuiTulman,  our  no- 
tions regarding  the  treatment  of  fem.ales,  always  ap- 
pear abfurd,  and  ridiculous ;  and  he  feldom  feems 
more  fatisfied  with  his  wifdom,  than  when  he  expa- 
tiates on  the  bad  ccnfequences  which  are  fometimes 
the  refult  of  them. 

It  was  to  a  converfation  on  this  fubjed,  with  a 
learned  MuiTulman,  who  lately  vifited  England,  that 
we  are  indebted  for  "  A  Vindication  of  the  Liber-* 
ties  of  Afiatic  Women,"  written  in  Perfian  by  Abii 
Taleb  Khan,  a  native  of  Lucknow,  in  the  province 
of  Owde.  This  paper,  the  production  of  a  learned 
Afiatic,  upon  this  interefting  fubjeft,  has  been  tranf- 
lated,  and  preferved  in  the  Afiatic  Annual  Regifter, 
as  a  more  authentic  document,  than  perhaps  the- 
public  are  yet  in  polTeffion  of,  relating  to  the  married 
ilate  of  the  Orientalifts. 

"'One  day,  fays  Abul  Taleb,  in  a  certain  com- 
pany, the  converfation  turned  upon  liberty,  in  re-'- 
fpeft  of  which  the  Englifli  confider  their  own  cuf- 

tonis 
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r'jms  as  the  mofl  perfect  in  the  world.     An  Englifli 
idy,  addrefTmg  herfelf  to  me,  obferved,  that  the  wo- 
men of  Afia  had   no   Hberty   at   all,   but   hve   Hke 
Haves,  without  honour,   and   without    authority,  in 
he  houfes  of  their  hufbands ;  and  fhe  cenfured  the 
:>ien  for  their  unkindnefs,   and  the  women  alfo,  for 
fubmitting  to  be   fo   undervalued.     However  much 
I  attempted,  by  various  ways,   to  undeceive  her,  by 
'bferving,   that  the  truth  is  exaftly  the  feverfe,  (fbt 
t  is  the  European   women  who   do  not   poflefs   fo 
much  power,)  yet  it  did  not  bring  conviction  to  her 
mind.     She,   however,  began  to  waver  in  her  own 
opinion,   and  falling  into  doubt,   requefted  of  me  to 
write  fomething  on  the  fubjeft,  the  purport  of  which 
fhe  might  comprehend  at  one  view,  and  be  enabled 
io  diftinguifii  the  truth  from  falfehood, 

"  Since  the  fame  wrong  opinion  is  deeply  rooted 
in  the  minds  of  all  other  Europeans,  and  has  been, 
frequently  held  forth,  I  confidered  it  neceffary  to 
write  a  few  lines  concerning  the  privileges  of  the  fe- 
tnale  fex,  as  eftabiifhed  both  by  law  and  cuftom,  in 
Afia,  and  in  Europe,  emitting  whatever  was  com- 
ftion  to  both,  and  noticing  what  is  peculiar  to  each, 
in  the  manner  of  comparifon,  that  the  diftinOiion 
fhay  be  the  more  eafily  made,  and  the  real  ftate  of 
the  cafe  become  evident  to  thofe  capable  of  difcern- 
thent. 


*'  It  mufi:  firfl  be  laid  dovni  as  a  general  maxim, 
lat  in  focial  order,  refpeft  to  the  rules  of  politencfs, 

U  2  and 
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and  forbearance  from  Injury,  is  a  necefTary  condi- 
tion ;  for,  otherwife,  the  liberty  of  one  would  be  de* 
flrudive  of  the  liberty  of  another :  thus,  if  a  perfon 
be  at  liberty  to  do  in  his  own  houfe  what  may  en- 
danger the  fafety  of  his  neighbour's,  this  mull  be  in 
dired  oppofition  to  tlie  liberty  of  that  neighbour  j 
or,  if  in  order  to  free  himfelf  from  the  inconvenience 
of  the  hot  weather^  he  fliould  vifit  his  friend  in  his 
dreffing  gown,  or  night  fhirt,  although  it  would  be 
eafe  and  liberty  to  him,  yet  it  would  be  fowing  the 
feeds  of  ill-breeding ;  therefore  the  obfervance  of 
thefe  rules  is  effential. 

* 

"  Those  things  which  make  the  liberty  of  the 
Afiatic  women  appear  lefs  than  that  of  the  Euro- 
peans, are  in  my  opinion  fix  :  Firji,  The  little  inter- 
courfe  with  men,  and  concealment  from  view,  agree* 
able  to  law,  and  their  own  habits ;  and  this  is  the 
chief  of  the  whole  j  for  it  has  been  the  caufe  of  thofe 
faife  notions  entertained  by  European  women,  that 
the  inclination  of  the  Afiatic  females  leads  them  to 
walk  out  in  the  flreets,  and  market  places,  and  that 
their  hufbands  keep  them  Ihut  up,  and  fet  guards 
upon  their  door.  It  may  be  here  obferved,  that  the 
advantages  of  this  littk  intercourfe,  which  prevents  all 
the  evils  from  the  admittance  of  ftrangers,  and 
affords  fo  much  time  for  employment  and  ufeful 
work,  are  fo  very  manlfeft,  that  they  need  not  be 
enlarged  upon :  the  practice  in  London  of  keeping 
the  doors  of  the  houfes  Ihut,  and  the  contemptible 
condition  of  the  Dutch  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 

ar^ 
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ai*e  fufficient  proofs.     If,   nou^ithflanding  this,  the 
cuftoni   of  intercourfe   of  the  fexes   is   allowed  in 
'England,  it  is  owing  both  to  the  force  of  cuftom, 
and  good  morals  among  the  Englifli,  and  to  the  ap- 
preheniion  of  greater  inconveniences  in  the  contrary 
nraftice.     The   chief  of  thefe   inconveniencies   are 
lOLir  ;  firfl  the  high  price  of  all  things,  and  the  fmali 
number  of  fervants,  and  rooms  ;  for  were  there  a  fe- 
parate  houfe  and  table,  and  equipage  for  the  wife,  the 
expence  would  be  too  great  to  be  borne ;  and  there- 
fore of  neceffitv  both  hufband  and  wife  eat  their 
jod,  with  their  guefts  in  one  place,  ileep  together  in 
he  fame  chamber  ;  and  cannot  avoid  being  always 
:n  each  other's  company  :  whereas  in  Afia,  where, 
':y  the  cheapnefs  of  work,  the  women  have  feparate 
partments   for  themfelves,   they  have  not  to  make 
•heir  time  and  convenience  fait  that   of  their  huf- 
lands.     When  their  particular  friends  are  with  them, 
hey  do  not  defire  their  hufband's  company,  for  fe- 
eral  days,  but  fend  his  victuals  to  him  in  the  mur- 
ianna,    (men's   apartment) ;    and,   in   like   manner, 
'hen  the  hufband  wifhes  to  be  undifturbed,  he  eats 
nd  fxeeps  in  the  murdannah. 

"  Kfecond  reafon  for  this  Intercourfe  in  England 
^,  the  coldnefs  of  the  climate,  which  requires  exercife- 
and  walking,  and  the  hufband  to  ileep  in  the  fame 
bed  with  his  wife  :  but  concealment  from  view  is  in- 
compatible with  walking  ;  and  as  for  the  fecond  cafe, 
le  want .  of  room  is  the  caufe  :  for  it  is  natural  for 
unkind,  v/hen  under  diftrefs  and  affliction  of  mind, 
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to   wifli  frequently  for  retirement  and  privacy,  hf 
fleeping  alone. 

"  A  third  caufe  is,  the  people  here  being  all  of  ong 
race  ;  for  in  this  kingdom,  placed  in  a  corner  of  the 
globe,  where  there  is  no  coming  nor  going  of  fo-r 
reigners,  the  intercourfe  of  the  fexes  is  not  attended 
with  the  fame  confequences  of  a  corruption  of  man^ 
ners,  as  in  Afia,  where  people  of  various  nations 
dwell  in  the  fame  city  ;  and  to  allow  the  women 
fuch  a  liberty  there,  where  there  is  fuch  danger  of 
corruption,  would  be  an  encroachment  upon  the  li- 
berty of  the  men,  which  (as  ftiown  in  the" beginning) 
is  contrary  to  juftice.  That  ^  corruption  of  manners 
inufl  enfue,  where  various  kinds  of  people  mix  to-r 
gether,  is  too  evident  to  need  demonftration.  Be-: 
fore  the  Muifulmans  entered  Hindoilan,  the  women 
did  not  conceal  themfelves  from  viev/  ;  and  even  I 
now,  in  all  the  Hindoo  villages,  it  is  not  cuftomary  : 
and  it  is  well  known  how  inviolable  the  Hindoos 
preferve  their  own  cuftoms,  and  how  obftinately  they 
are  attached  to  them  :  but  now  fo  rigidly  do  women 
in  the  great  towns  obferve  this  practice  of  conceal-; 
ment  from  view,  that  the  bride  does  not  even  fliow 
herfelf  to  her  father-in-law,  and  the  fifler  comes  but 
feldom  into  the  prefence  of  her  brother, 

"  A  fourth  caufe  of  the  cuilom  in  Europe  is,  the 
neceflity  which  the  women  there  have  to  acquire  ex- 
perience in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and  to  learn  va- 
rious arts  on  account  of  the  duty  laid  upon  them  of 
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uiking  part  in  their  hufl^and's  bufinefs.  This  expe- 
rience could  not  be  obtained  by  keeping  in  con- 
cealment ;  whereas  the  duties  of  Afiatic  women  con- 
iifting  only  in  having  the  cuilody  of  the  hufband's  pro- 
perty, and  bringing  up  the  children,  they  have  no 
occafion  for  fuch  experience,  or  for  laying  afide  their 
own  cuftom  of  concealment.  What  has  been  juft 
laid,  was  to  Ihow  that  the  Afiatic  women  have  no 
neceffity  to  expofe  their  perfons  ;  but  it  mufl  alfo  be 
obferved  that  they  have  many  reafons  for  preferring 
privacy.  One  is  the  love  of  leifure,  and  repofe  fr(5m 
the  fatigue  of  motion ;  a  fecond,  their  defire  of  pre- 
ferving  their  honour  by  not  mixing  with  the  vulgar, 
nor  fullering  the  infults  of  the  low  and  rude,  who 
are  always  paffing  along  the  ftreets.  This  feeling 
they  have  in  common  with  the  wives  of  European 
noblemen,  who,  to  preferve  their  dignity,  are  never 
feen  walking  on  the  ftreets ;  and  alfo  with  ladies  in 
private  life,  who,  when  walking  out  at  night,  and 
even  in  the  day,  are  always  attended  by  a  male 
friend,  or  fervant,  who  protects  them. 

"  The  notion  which  the  European  women  have, 
that  the  women  of  Afia  never  fee  a  man's  face  but 
their  hufband's,  and  are  debarred  from  all  amufe- 
mcnt  and  fociety,  proceeds  entirely  from  mifinfor- 
mation :  they  can  keep  company  with  their  huf- 
band's and  father's  male  relations,  and  with  old 
:ieighbours  and  domeftics ;  and  at  meals  there  are 
ilways  many  men  and  women  of  this  defcription 
prefent:    and    they  can   go   in   palankeens   to   the 
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houfes  of  their  relations,  and  of  ladies  of  their  own 
rank,  even  though  the  hufbands  are  unacquainted  j 
and  alfo  to  walk  in  the  gardens,  after  flrangers  are 
excluded ;  and  they  can  fend  for  muficians,  and 
dancers  to  entertain  them  at  their  own  houfes ;  and 
they  have  many  other  modes  of  amufement  befides 
thofe  mentioned. 


a 


The   fecond  caufe  v^'hy  the  liberty  of  Afiatic 
women  appears  lefs  than  that  of  Europeans  is,  the 
privilege  of  the  hulband,  by  law,  to  marry  feveral 
wives.     This,  to  the  European  women,  feems  a  grie- 
vous oppreffion ;  and   they  hold   thofe   very  cheap 
who  fubmit  to  it.     But,  in  truth,  the  caufe  of  this 
law  and  cuflom  is  the  nature  of  the  female  fex  them-?- 
felv.es,  v/hich  feparates  them  from  the  hufband,  the 
feveral  Isjft  months  of  pregnancy,  and  time  of  fuck- 
ling  ;  and  befides   thefe,   the  Afiatic   women  have 
many  other  times  of  being  feparate  from  their  huf- 
bands.    This  privilege  not  being   allowed   by   the 
Englifli  law,  is  indeed  a  great  hardlhip  upon  the 
Englilh  hufbands ;  whereas  the  Afiatic  law  pern^it- 
ting  polygamy,  does  the  hufband  jufticc,  and  wrongs 
not  the  wife  ;  for  the  honour  of  the  fir  ft,  and  equal 
.,    wife  is  not  affected  by  it :  thofe  )yomen  who  fubmit 
I  to  marry  with  a  married  man,  not  being  admitted 
I  into  the  fociety  of  ladies,  as  they  are  never  of  high 
i-  or  wealthy  families,  no  man  of  honour  ever  allowing 
'  his  daughter  to  make  fuch  a  marriage. 
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^'  The  mode  in  which  thefe  other  wives  live  is 
this  ;  thofe  w^ho  are  of  genteel  extradion,  have  a  fe^ 
parate  houfe  for  themfelves,  like  kept  miftrelTes  in 
England  ;  and  thofe  who  are  not,  live  in  the  houfe  of 
the  equal  wife,  like  fervants,  and  the  hufband  at  times 
conveys  himfelf  to  them  in  a  clandefline  manner. 
Befides,  thefe  wives  cannot  invade  any  of  the  rights 
of  the  equal  wife ;  for  although  they  and  their 
children  are  by  law  entitled  to  inheritance,  yet  fmce 
the  equal  wifp  never  marries  without  a  very  large 
dowry  fettled  upon  her,  all  that  the  hufband  leaves 
goes  to  the  payment  of  this  dowry,  and  nothing  rcr 
mains  for  his  heirs.  The  opinion,  that  the  men  of 
Afia  have  three  or  four  wives,  is  very  ill-founded, 
for  in  common  they  have  only  one ;  out  of  a  thou- 
fand  there  will  be  fifty  perfons  who  have  from  ,one 
to  two,  and  ten  out  of  thefe  who  have  not  more 
than  two.  The  fear  of  the  bad  confequence  of  po- 
lygamy makes  men  fubmit  with  patience  to  the  times 
of  fepai*ation  from  the  equal  wife,  as  much  the  better 
way  ;  for,  from  what  I  know,  it  is  eafier  to  live  with 
two  tygrelfes  than  two  wives. 

"  The  third  caufe,  is  the  power  of  dvorce  being 
in  the  hands  of  the  hufband.  This  is  ordained  by 
law,  but  not  praftifed  ;  for  if  a  great  offence  be  the 
motive  to  divorce  a  wife,  and  if  it  be  proved  againft 
her,  llie  receives  punifliment  by  the  order  of  the  ma- 
gifti-ate,  or  from  the  hufband,  with  the  concurrence 
of  all  her  relations  ;  and  if  the  offence  be  of  a  trivial 
nature,  fuch  as  a  difference  of  temper  and  infociabi- 
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lity,  the  hufband  punifhes  her  by  leaving  the  female 
apartment  and  living  in  his  own.  But  the  reafon  for 
divorce  being  the  will  of  the  hufband,  lies  in  the 
very  juftice  of  the  law,  and  the  diftinftion  of  the 
male  fex  over  the  female,  on  account  of  the  greater 
fhare  they  take  in  the  management  of  the  world ;  for 
all  the  laborious  work  falls  to  their  lot,  fuch  as  car- 
rying heavy  burdens,  going  to  war,  repulfing  ene« 
inies,  &c.  and  the  women  generally  fpend  their  lives' 
in  repofe  and  quiet.  Neverthelefs,  if  a  wife  eftablifh 
a  criminal  offence  againft  her  hufband,  fuch  as  an 
unfair  diilribution  of  his  time  among  them,  or  a  di- 
minution of  the  neceiTaries  of  life,  fhe  can  obtain  a 
divorce  in  fpite  of  him. 

'•  The  fourth  is,  the  little  credit  the  law  attaches 
to  the  evidence  of  women  in  Afia  ;  for,  in  a  court  of 
juilice,  every  fa  ft  is  proved  by  the  teflimony  of  two 
men  ;  but  if  women  be  the  witneffes,  four  are  requi- 
red. '1  his  does  not  arife  from  the  fuperiority  of  the 
one  over  the  other,  but  it  is  founded  on  the  lit  le  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  women  poifefs,  and  the  fic- 
klenefs  of  their  difpofition. 

"  The  fifth  is,  the  Afiatic  women  having  to  leave 
off  going  to  balls  and  entertainments,  and  wearing 
Inewy  dreiies  and  ornaments,  after  the  death  of  their 
hulbands.  This  is  owing  to  their  great  afl'eclion  for 
their  huiband's  memory ;  and  their  own  modes  and 
habits  ;  for  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  woman  from 
doing  otherwife.  or  m.arying  a  fecond  hufband,  but 
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r-e  dread  of  expofing  herfelf  to  the  ridicule  and  cen- 
iure  of  women  of  her  own  rank. 

"  The  fixth  is,  the  Afiatic  daughters  not  having 
the  hberty  of  choofing  their  hulbands.    On  this  head 
nothing  need  be  faid  ;   for  in  Europe  this  hberty  is 
nearly  nominal,  fmce  without  the  will  of  the  father 
and  mother  the  daughters  choice  is  of  no  avail ;  and 
in  its   etfecls,  it  ferves  only  to  encourage  running 
away  (as  the  male  and  female  Haves  in  India  do,)  and 
to  breed  coldnefs  and  trouble  among  the  members  of 
a  family.    But  granting  that  fuch  a  liberty  does  exift 
in  England,  the  defpair  and  mifery  it  mull  always  en- 
tail are  very  evident.    The  choice  of  a  girl  jufl  come 
from  the  nurfery,  and  defirous  by  nature  to  get  a 
hufband,  in  an  affair  upon  which   the  happinefs  of 
her  whole  life  depends,  can  neither  deferve  that  re- 
fpect  nor  conlideration  which  is  due  to  the  choice  of 
her  parents,  who  have  profited  by  experience,  and 
are  not  blinded  by  pafTion, 

"  But  what  the  Afiatic  wornen  have  niore  than 
the  European,  both  by  law  and  cuftom,  may  be  rank- 
ed under  eight  heads :  "  Firft,  Their  power  over  the 
property  and  children  of  the  hufband  by  cuftom;  for 
the  men  of  Afia  confider  the  principal  object  of  mar- 
riage, after  the  procreation  of  their  own  fpecies  for 
the  worihip  of  God,  two  things,  the  one  to  have  their 
money  and  effects  taken  care  of,  and  the  other  tQ 
have  their  children  brought  up,  fo  that  they  them- 
felves  being  entirely  difengaged  of  thefe  concerns, 
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may  turn  the  whole  of  their  endeavours  to  the  attain- 
ment of  their  various  purfuits.  The  ciiief  part,  there- 
fore, of  whatever  wealth  they  may  acquire,  they  give 
in  charg-e  to  their  wives,  and  thus  the  women  have  it 
in  their  power  to  annihilate  in  one  day,  the  produ6b 
of  a  whole  life.  Although  this  feldom  happens,  yet 
it  often  occurs,  that  the  hufband,  who  has  amalTed  a 
large  fortune  in  youth  and  power,  and  has  delivered 
it  in  charq-e  to  his  wife,  when  he  demands  it  back  in 
old  age  and  neceffity,  flie  does  not  allow  him  more 
than  daily  fupport,  and  lays  the  reil  up  in  a  place  oi^ 
fecurity  for  the  fake  of  her  children.  And  fo  great 
is  the  power  they  poifefs,  as  to  the  difpofal  of  their 
children,  that  frequently  they  are  brought  up  without 
any  education,  or  die  in  cliildhood  ;  for  the  women, 
on  account  of  their  little  fenfe,  are  never  pleafed  to 
part  with  their  children,  by  fending  them  to  fchool, 
and  to  acquire  experience  by  travelling  ;  and  when 
tacy  fall  lick,  they  give  them  improper  medicines,  by 
the  advice  of  their  ov/n  confidents ;  or,  from  their- 
foftnefs  of  heart,  indulge  them  in  whatever  it  is  the 
nature  of  the  fick  to  take  a  longing  for,  and  thus 
they  caufe  their  death, 

"  Second,  Their  power  by  cuHom,  as  to  the 
marriage  of  their  children,  and  choice  of  their  religi- 
ous faith  ;  for  if  the  hufband  wiflies  to  give  one  of 
tlicm  in  marriage  to  a  perfon  the  mother  difapproves 
of,  the  match  does  not  take  place,  but  in  the  other 
way  it  generally  does.  All  the  children,  both  male 
and  female,  from  being  moflly  in  the  company  of  the 
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inother,  and  looking  upon  her  as  their  proteclo? 
againft  the  father,  whom,  on  account  of  his  wilhing 
to  have  them  educated,  they  confider  as  their  tor-* 
mentor,  follow  the  religious  tenets  of  their  mother, 
and  remain  perfect  ftrangers  to  thofe  of  their  father. 
It  often  happens  where  the  wife  is  a  Schiah,  and  the 
huPjand  a  Sounie,  the  children  having  been  Shiahs 
from  their  own  natural  difpofition,  and  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  the  mother,  fpeak  difvefpedfully  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  Sounie  fed,  in  their  father's  prefence  ;  and  he 
who  never  all  his  life  bore  fuch  language  from  any 
perfon,  but  was  ready  to  put  the  fpeaker  of  it  to  death, 
has  no  redrefs  but  patiently  to  hear  it  from  them,  as, 
on  account  of  their  want  of  underftanding,  they  are 
excufeable  :  and  thus  by  frequent  repetition,  his  at-^ 
tachment  to  his  faith  is  fliaken,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
time,  he  either  forfakes  it  entirely,  or  remains  in  it 
with  lukewarmnefs, 

"  Third,  Their  authority  of  their  fervants  ;  for 
the  fervants  of  the  Murdannah,  the  keeping  and 
changing  of  whom  is  in  the  hands  of  the  huihandy 
through  fear  of  expofing  themfelves  to  the  difpleafure 
of  the  wife,  when  Ihe  finds  a  proper  opportunity,  by 
their  committing  fome  fault,  which  fervants  are  con- 
ftantly  doing,  are  more  obedient  to  her,  than  their 
own  mailers  :  and  the  fervants  of  the  Zenana,  whom 
the  wife  has  the  care  of  retaining,  or  turning  off,. 
fland  fo  much  in  awe  of  their  miflrefs,  that  many  of 
them  pafs  their  whole  lives  in  the  Zenana,  without 
ever  once  coming  into  the  prefence  of  the  hulband. 
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Some  of  them  never  perform  any  fervlce  for  liliri  jit 
all,  and  others  who  do,  enter  not  into  difcoiirfe  witii 
him  ;  and  the  women  are  fo  obftinate  in  this  refpeO:, 
that  their  hulhands  never  can  turn  off  one  of  the 
fervants,  but  his  very  complaint  againft  them  is  a 
recommendation  ;  and  his  recommerrdation  has  the 
effeft  of  a  complaint,  by  fubjecting  them  to  their 
miftres's  refentment. 

"  CoNTRAPvY  to  this  is  the  manner  of  the  F.uro- 
pean  ladies,  who  have  not  their  own  will  with  their 
children  and  fervants,  but  hve  more  like  free  and  fa- 
miliar guefts  in  their  hufl:)ands'  houfes ;  and  the 
houfehold  eflablifliment  and  equipage  being  common 
to  both,  if  any  part,  as  the  carriage,  for  example,  ii 
previouily  employed  by  the  one,  the  other  has  to 
wait  till  it  is  difengaged  :  of  this  there  is  no  doubt, 
that  if  a  quarrel  enfues  between  an  Englifli  hufoand 
and  wife,  the  wife  has  to  leave  the  houfe,  and  feek 
her  dinner,  either  at  her  father's,  or  a  friend's  ; 
whereas  in  Afia,  it  is  the  hufband  who  has  to  go  out; 
for  frequently  the  utenfils  of  cookery  are  not  kept  in 
the  murdannah. 

'•  Fourth,  the  freedom,,  by  cufiom  of  the  Afia- 
tic  women  froni  allifting  in  the  bufmcfs  of  the  huf- 
band, or  fervice  of  his  guefls  ;  v/hereas  this  is  gene- 
rally the  bufmefs  of  European  wives,  whether  their 
hufbands  be  of  a  gent(^l  bufmefs,  fuch  as  jewellery, 
mercery,  or  perfumery,  or  the  more  fervile  ones ;  I 
have  feen  many  rife  from  their  dinner  to  anfwer  the 
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demands  of  a  purchafer :  and  although  all  tbcfe  du- 
ties are  not  requh-ed  of  the  ladies,  yet  fome,  efpecial- 
ly  the  entertaining  of  the  guefts,  carving  and  helping 
the  diflies  at  table,  and  making  the  tea  and  coffee,  are 
generally  performed  by  them.  Now  the  Afiatic  la- 
dies have  no  fuch  duties  at  all ;  but  live  in  the  man- 
ner before  defcribed. 

"  Fifth,  the  greater  deference  the  Afiatic  ladies 
find  paid  to  their  humours,  and  prefcriptive  right  of 
teazing  their  hufbands  by  every  pretext,  which  is 
confidered  as  an  effential  quality  of  beauty  :  for  if  a 
wife  does  not  put  thefe  in  praftice,  but  is  fubmiffive 
to  her  hufband's  will  in  every  thing,  her  charms  very 
foon  lofe  their  briUiancy  in  his  eyes.  Thus  when  a 
wife  goes  to  vifit  her  father,  ihe  will  not  return  to  her 
hu(band,  till  he  has  come  himfelf  federal  times  to 
fetch  her  ;  and  being  as  often  vexed  by  her  breaking 
her  promife.  And  every  da)^  when  dinner  is  ferved^ 
by  pretending  to  be  engaged  at  the  tim.e,  flie  keeps 
her  hufband  waiting,  and  does  not  come  till  the  meat 
is  cold ;  and  in  the  fame  manner,  at  bed-time ;  for 
returning  quickly  from  their  father*s  houfe,  is  con- 
fidered as  a  fign  of  fondnefs  for  the  hufband,  which 
looks  ill,  as  they  think ;  and  coming  foon  to  dinner, 
in  their  opinion,  betrays  the  difpofition  of  a  hungry 
beggar.  In  thefe  and  fuch  cafes,  the  hufband  ha& 
nothing  for  it  but  parience  ;  nay,  it  ever  pleafes  him, 
I  have  known  many  beautifLd  women,  conflant  in 
their  affeftion,  and  obedient  to  their  hufbands  night 
and  day,  whom,  for  want  of  thefe  qualities,  their  huf- 
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bands  quickly  grew  tired  of,  and  unjuftly  deferted(,> 
for  the  fake  of  plain  women  who  poiTeffed  them, 

"  Sixth,  The  greater  reliance  placed  by  the  Afia- 
tic  hufbands  in  their  wives'  virtue,  both  from  hw  and 
cuflom.  Although  European  ladies  can  go  out  of 
doors,  and  difcourfe  with  ftrangers,  yet  this  is  not  al- 
lowed, unlefs  they  have  a  trufty  perfon  along  with 
them,  either  of  the  hufband's  or  the  father's  ;,  and 
fleeping  out  all  night  is  abfoluteiy  denied  them.  The 
Afiatic  ladies,  on  the  contrary,  when  they  go  to  the 
houfe  of  a  lady  of  their  acquaintance,  though  their 
hufbands  be  entire  ftrangers,  are  not  attended  by  any 
perfon  of  the  hufband's  or  father's,  and  they  fpend 
not  only  one  or  two  nights  in  that  houfe,  but  even  a 
whole  week :  and  in  fuch  a  houfe,  though  the  mafter 
is  prohibited  from  entering  the  apartments  where  they 
are,  yet  the  young  men  of  fifteen,  belonging  to  thd 
family  or  relations,  under  the  name  of  children,  have 
free  accefs,  and  eat  with  and  enter  into  the  amufe- 
ments  of  their  guefts. 

"  Seventh,  Their  fliare  in  the  children  by  law. 
For,  if  a  divorce  happens,  the  fons  go  to  the  father, 
and  the  daughters  to  the  mother,  contrary  to  the  cuf- 
tom  in  England,  where,  if  a  divorce  happens,  the  mo- 
ther, who  for  twenty  years  may  have  toiled  and  con- 
fumed  herfelf  in  bringing  up  her  children,  has  to 
abandon  all  to  the  father,  and  full  of  grief  and  afflic- 
tion, leave  his  houfe. 

"  Eighth, 
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"  Eighth,  The  eafe  both  by  law  and  cuflom, 
with  which  the  wife  may  feparate  herfelf  from  her 
hufband,  when  there  may  be  a  quarrel  between  them, 
without  producing  a  divorce.  Thus  the  wife,  in  an 
hour's  time  after  the  difpute,  fets  off  with  the  chil- 
dren and  her  property  to  the  houfe  of  her  father,  or 
relations,  and  until  her  hulband  makes  her  fatisfac- 
tion  fhe  does  not  return :  and  this  ilie  can  always  do 
without  a  moment's  delay. 

"  Besides  thefe  eight,  as  above  noticed,  of  the 
fuperior  advantages  the  Afiatic  women  enjoy  over  the 
European,  there  are  many  others  here  omitted  for 
brevity's  fake.  What  has  been  faid  is  enough  for 
people  of  dilcernment*." 

Vol.  I.  X  SECT. 


*  Abu  Taleb  Is  a  man  of  high  rank  and  character,  and  has 
been  employed  in  situations  of  great  trust  by  the  government 
of  Oivde,  and  by  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  :  he  is  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  than  any  European  can  pretend  to 
be  j  yet  as  he  seems  to  have  a  cafe  to  make  out  in  this  vindica- 
tion of  the  rights  of  Asiatic  wives,  he  is  probably  not  to  be 
believed  to  the  full  extent  of  every  assertion,  though  upontlie 
whole  a  credible  evidence. 


SECt.  XXXIV. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  AN  EUROPEAN  C.INTONMENT 


Cannpore,  "Jan.  179S. 

This  is  the  largeft  military  ftation  in  this  part  of 
India  ;  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  head-quarters  of 
the  field  army  in  the  pay  of  the  Nabob  Vizier.  The 
buildings  creeled  at  the  public  expence,  are  barracks 
for  the  European  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery, 
with  a  general  hofpital  for  the  reception  of  the  ficki 
Thefe  are  conduced  with  economy  and  neatnefs,  af- 
ter a  regular  plan,  and  are  perhaps  better  adapted 
for  the  fervice,  than  the  more  expenfive  erections  at 
Dinapore,  Barhampore,  and  the  Prefidency.  The 
officers  of  every  defcription,  provide  their  own  lodg- 
ings, which  confift  of  very  commodious  and  elegant 
Bungalows,  built  without  any  regularity,  on  a  fpace 
extending  about  fix  miles  along  the  Ganges. 

Each 
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Each  Bungalow,  with  its  garden,  out-houfes,  and 
iappendages,  is  called  an  eftate  ;  in  the  purchafe  of 
which,  and  the  pofition  of  his  buildings,  every  indi- 
vidual was  left  to  confult  his  tafte,  convenience,  or 
caprice.  You  can  therefore  expeft  no  regularity  or 
arrangements  in  the  cantonments :  what  is  flill  more 
inconvenient,  the  buildings  are  fo  much  fcattered 
and  detached,  that  they  cannot  be  protected  againft 
thieves  by  all  the  troops  they  contain.  Each  pro- 
prietor of  a  houfe  is  obliged  to  hire  a  number  of 
Cbokedars  (v/atchmen)  proportioned  to  his  property, 
and  upon  thefe  terms  only  can  he  depend  on  pro- 
tection. Thefe  watchmen  are  enrolled  under  a  chiefs 
and  are  either  thieves  themfelves,  or  fo  intimately 
connecled  with  the  profeffion,  that  they  are  found  by 
experience  to  be  the  bed  qualified  to  detedl  them. 
One  thing  is  pretty  certain,  whoever  pays  the  Cho- 
kedars  is  fecure ;  whoever  neglects  to  hire  them  is 
plundered. 

Caunpore  is  fituated  in  the  upper  part  of  that 
vafl  plain,  which  extends  from  the  bay  of  Bengal  to 
the  mountains  of  Thibet ;  an  immenfe  valley  far  fur- 
J)afrmg  the  extent  of  Egypt,  and  probably  unequal- 
led in  any  part  of  the  globe.  The  foil  is  not  only  all 
arable,  but,  with  proper  cultivation,  capable  of  be- 
ing rendered  extremely  fertile.  A  rnofi;  eflential 
branch  of  hufbandry  is  watering ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  the  wells  are  innumerable.  You  cannot  ride 
Out  in  any  direction  without  meeting  with  fo  great  a 

X  2  number. 
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number,  that  'accidents  are  not  unfrequent  of  horfes 
tumbling  into  them  with  their  riders. 

Another  annoyance  of  the  troops  at  this  ftaticn, 
and  which  they  cannot  poffibly  avoid,  is  the  dull  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  dry  feafon.  From  the  middle 
of  October  till  the  middle  of  June,  there  is  feldom  a 
fmgle  Ihower  of  rain.  The  ground  becomes  parch- 
ed to  a  cinder  ;  and  all  vegetation  except  on  the 
watered  fields  ic  deflroyed.  The  tread  of  horfes,- 
camels,  and  bullocks,  loofens  each  day  a  certain 
quantity  of  dud  upon  the  furface,  which  the  hot 
winds  beginning  regularly  to  blow  in  the  afternoon, 
raife  into  the  air  in  the  fonfi  of  a  thick  cloud,, 
which  not  only  hides  the  fun,  but  envelopes  the 
whole  ftation  in  midnight  darknefs.  At  this  feafon, 
contending  v/arriors  are  firlh  difcernible  to  each  other 
by  the  clouds  of  dull  which  hover  about  them ;  nor 
can  an  individual  of  either  be  diftinguilhed  till  they 
are  almofl  in  contaft,  when  the  artillery  and  mufke-*^ 
try  ha-s  the  appearance  of  thunder  burfting  from  a 
cloud.  The  hiftory  of  the  country  affords  many  in-^ 
{lances  of  battles  loil  or  won  by  the  direftion  of  the 
dud ;  a  windward  pofition  gives  an  army  an  advan- 
tage fomewliat  fnnilar  to  the  weather  gage  in  an  ac- 
tion at  fea. 

To  inhale  into  the  lungs  for  feveral  months  to* 
gether  an  atmofphere  loaded  with  duft,  muft  prove 
hurtful  as  well  as  diiagreeable ;  yet  neither  the  Hin- 
doos nor  Mahommedans  have  fallen  upon  any  con- 
trivance 
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irivance  to  remedy  this  evil.  Before  the  arrival  of 
the  Europeans  there  was  not  a  houfe  in  all  India  fur- 
niihed  with  glals  windows ;  even  at  prefent,  when 
giafs  is  fo  common  here,  I  believe  none  of  the  na- 
tives have  availed  themfclves  of  fo  obvious  a  remedy, 
Glafs  is  confidered  by  the  Europeans  as  an  indifpen- 
fible  requifite  in  the  conftruftion  of  every  Bungalow 
at  the  upper  (lations :  they  have  even  introduced 
the  ufe  of  it  into  the  camp.  Several  officers  carry, 
on  their  march,  a  frame  of  glafs,  which  they  fix  in 
the  windward  door  of  their  tents,  during  the  hot 
winds,  fnould  the  fervice  call  them  into  the  field  at 
that  feafon. 

It  has  been  propofed  to  protect  this  cantonment, 
by  drawing  a  kind  of  rampart  from  the  Ganges  at 
the  upf>er  bank,  to  the  lower  end  of  the  ftation  ;  a 
line  of  about  fix  miles  in  length.  Againfl  an  ene- 
my this  would  prove  hardly  any  defence  ;  from  the 
thieves  it  would  probably  afford  ftill  lefs  protection, 
fnice  the  far  greater  part  of  them  are  juftly  fufpected 
of  refiding  within  the  cantonments.  It  would  how- 
ever protect  the  native  huts  from  the  incurfions  of 
the  wolf,  an  animal  from  which  they  fuffer  frequent 
and  dreadful  alarms.  Hardly  a  night  paffes  in 
w^hich  they  do  not  dafli  into  fome  corner  of  the 
camp,  where  their  purpofe  is  to  carry  off  the  children 
that  may  be  found  ftraggling  near  the  huts  ;  and  it 
is  painful  to  reflect  how  often  they  are  fuccefsful. 
Their  ftrength  enables  them  to  carry  off  a  child  of 
three  or  four  years,  though  clofely  purfued  by  the 

X  3  parents 
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parents,  who  are  pierced  with  the  cries  of  theii* 
child  without  any  poffibility  of  affording  it  reHef, 
The  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of  Europe  are  much 
annoyed  by  the  wolf,  but  in  India  he  is  far  more  de- 
Itrudive  ;  becaufe  here  the  audacity  of  every  preda- 
tory animal  is  increafed  by  the  experience  they  all 
have  of  the  averfion  that  the  Hindoos  entertain  to 
the  fliedding  of  even  the  blood  of  noxious  beafls. 
If  they  are  ever  roufed  to  enfnare  thefe  animals,  it  is 
by  the  Europeans,  who  pay  them  a  certain  fum  for 
bringing  them  alive  for  the  purpofe  of  affording  them 
fport  in  the  chace. 

The  method  in  which  the  natives  defend  their 
prop  from  the  granivorous  animals,  fnows  how^  flrong- 
ly  their  rehgious  prejudices  operate  in  this  particular. 
The  watchmen  are  provided  with  no  offenfive  wea- 
pons, excepting  a  fling ;  on  the  contrary,  they  con- 
tinue the  whole  day  Handing  in  one  fmgle  pofition 
upon  a  pillar  of  clay  raifed  about  ten  feet,  where  they 
remain  bellov/ing  continually,  that  they  may  terrify, 
without  hurting,  the  birds  who  feed  upon  the  crop. 
Every  confiderable  field  contains  feveral  fuch  centi- 
nels  flationed  at  different  corners,  who  repeat  the  call 
from  one  to  another  fo  inceffantly,  that  the  invaders 
have  hardly  any  opportunity  of  making  good  a  live- 
lihood in  the  field. 

The  occupation  of  watching  a  lield  in  India,  muft 
prove,  one  Ihould  imagine,  one  of  the  'fnofl  tedious 
and  difagreeable  in   which   a  human    bsing    could;. 

he 
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be  placed.  To  ftand  for  days  and  months  expo- 
fed  naked  to  a  vertical  fun,  without  the  power  of 
moving  fix  inches  from  the  fpot,  is  a  (late  compared 
to  which  a  prifon  in  England  may  be  regarded  as  af- 
fording the  luxury  of  a  prince.  Yet  how  many 
thoufands  here  are  doomed  to  limit  their  intelleflual 
and  bodily  enjoyments  to  this  narrow  fphere  ;  and 
what  is  ftill  more  furprifmg  with  apparent  content- 
ment. The  wants  of  nature  are  here  few  ;  and  the 
mental  exertions  neceffary  to  fupply  them,  however 
fmall,  are  fufficient  to  occupy  a  mind,  enlarged  but  a 
a  little  beyond  that  of  a  brute. 

The  real  wants  of  nature,  whatever  they  may  be, 
muft  be  fupplied  ;  the  foxes  have  holes  ;  the  birds 
have  nefts  :  fo  our  field  watchmen  are  forced  during 
the  rains  to  ered,  inflead  of  a  clay  pillar,  a  fcaf- 
folding  of  wood  as  high  as  the  crop,  over  which 
they  fufpend  a  roof  of  ftraw  to  flielter  their  naked 
bodies  from  the  rain.  This  though  conftruded 
with  much  lefs  labour  and  ingenuity,  than  many  ani- 
mals difplay  in  preparing  their  dwelling,  has  the 
fame  effeft  :  it  protects  them  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  elements  to  which  they  muft  otherwife  fall  a 
facrifice.  Thefe  watchmen  are  entertained  over  and 
above  the  complement  of  herdfmen  for  the  cattle, 
and  their  number  is  much  greater.  Experience 
muft  have  afcertained  their  ufe ;  to  an  European  it 
would  appear  that,  as  birds  muft  have  fupport,  they 
probably  fnatch  that  fupport  from  theie  watches 
f'nher  by  day  or  during  the  night:  to  him  therefore 

.     X  4  i 
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it  appears  fuperfluous  to  refifl  demands  that  one  way 
or  other  mufl  be  fatisfied. 

A  concourfe  of  Europeans  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  alv/ays  draws  after  it  a  proportional  number 
of  natives  :  a  battaUon  cannot  march  in  any  direction 
without  an  accompanyment  of  camp  followers  thrice 
its  own  number.  Ten  thoufand  foldiers  fhationed  foi* 
any.  conliderable  time,  will  bring  a  population  of  five 
times  that  amount  to  their  neigiibourhood.  Mer- 
chants, tradefmen,  and  fervants  of  every  denomina- 
tion, find  their  account  in  following  the  train  ;  and 
no  inconfiderable  portion  of  the  pay  of  the  army  re- 
verts to  the  fame  fource  from  which  it  was  drawn,  to 
the  former  for  cattle,  grain,  and  vegetables,  and  to  the 
artificer  for  his  labour. 

Hence  agriculture  in  the  vicinity  of  Caunpore, 
has  profited  by  the  flimulus  of  an  European  market, 
and  high  prices.  Not  only  Indian  corn,  but  gram, 
barley,  and  wheat  are  cultivated  to  an  extent  equal 
to  the  demand.  Turnips,  cabbages,  and  European 
vegetables,  are  at  this  fea^on  in  great  abundance, 
not  only  in  the  gardens  of  officers,  but  in  the  fields 
cultivated  by  the  natives.  Grapes,  peaches,  with  a 
profufion  of  fruit,  have  long  fmce  been  fupplied 
by  the  Europeans.  The  culture  of  the  grape  in  In- 
dia requires  care,   and  appears  to  be  of  European 


extraction. 
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The  fugar  plantations  are  neither  numerous  nor 
cxtennve  ;  I  fuppofe  from  the  want  of  confumpt  in 
this  interior  fituation.  The  few  fields  I  have  feen 
are  remarkably  abundant,  and  rich  :  the  crop  is  at 
prefent  nearly  ripe,  and  nothing  can  evhice  the  fer- 
tility of  the  foil  more  flrongly,  than  the  comparifon 
of  the  fugar  with  the  adjoining  crops  ;  the  former 
though  tall,  and  fo  thick,  as  to  render  it  impene- 
trable to  the  rays  of  the  fun,  is  yet  far  furpalfed  by 
the  juar,  and  palma  chrilli,  which  here  rife  to  the 
height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet.  Nothing  in  nature  can 
furpafs  in  luxuriance  a  country  covered  with  fuch 
crops ;  but  unfoi»tunately  cultivation  is  here  fre- 
quently interrupted  by  the  intervention  of  extenfive 
wades  refembling  the  large  commons  in  England. 
Thefe  are  at  this  feafon  fcorched  to  barrennefs,  eve- 
ry particle  of  verdure  being  burnt  up,  nothing  meets 
the  eye  except  barren  fand  or  duft  floating  with  the 
wind.  The  foil  of  thefe  wailes  feems  to  be  effentially 
the  fame  as  that  which  is  fo  fertile  under  cultivation, 
and  did  the  population  require,  it  could  be  rendered 
equally  produftive  by  the  labour  of  a  fingle  fe£ifon. 
Incomplete  as  the  hufbandry  is,  the  value  of  the  ze- 
mindary  around  our  cantonments  muft  have  increaf- 
ed  in  a  hisfh  degree  fince  this  was   made  a   (lation. 

o  o 

In  what  proportion  this  increafed  value  is  fliared  by 
the  Zemindar  and  the  Nawaub,  I  have  not  learnt. 
No  event  alters  the  condition  of  the  Ryut  :  po- 
verty is   invariably   his   lot   however  circumflanccs 


may  change. 
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MODE«OF   LIVING    a:^.10NG  THE    MILITARY  AND    CIVIL 

OFFICERS. 


Caunpore,  Jan.  179S-, 

The  mode  of  living  in  this  part  of  India  has,  within 
the  laft  ten  or  {ifieen  years,  undergone  a  very  great 
alteration.  Before  that  period  the  civil  and  military 
fervants  of  the  company  of  the  firfl  rank  were  lodged 
in  Bungalows  v/orfe  than  thofe  of  a  fubaitern  of  the 
prefent  day  :  as  the  praftice  of  feeding  beef,  mutton, 
perk,  and  poultry,  was  not  then  introduced,  their 
tables  were  very  poorly  fupplied ;  even  vegetables 
ivere  not  to  be  had  ;  though  an  article  indifpenfibly 
necelTary  in  this  climate.  Thefe  inconveniences  v/ere 
aggravated  by  a  conflant  routine  of  irregularity.  Af- 
ter dinner  it  was  the  ufual  cuftom  to  go  to  ileep,  in 
the  hotteft  time  of  the  day;  from  this  every  party  was 
av/akened  in  the  evening,  to  partake  of  a  fupper, 
which  protraded  a  drunken  federunt  till  a  late  hour 
of  the  next  morning.    • 

Amidst 
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Amidst  continued  repletion,  and  frequent  irregu- 
'arity,  the  climate  operated  with  fatal  influence;  for 
irying  as  Bengal  flill  is  to  alinofl  every  European 
conflitution,  there  was  a  time  when  it  was  deemed 
ar  more  hoflile.  A  reformation  highly  commenda- 
ble has  been  effected,  partly  from  neceflity ;  but 
more  by  the  example  of  a  late  governor  general, 
whofe  elevated  rank  and  noble  birth  gave  him  in  a 
great  meafure  the  guidance  of  fafhion.  Regular 
hours  and  fobriety  of  conduct  became  as  decidedly 
the  tefl  of  a  man  of  fafliion,  as  they  were  formerly 
of  irregularity.  Thoufands  owe  their  lives,  and  ma- 
ny more  their  health,  to  this  change,  which  had  nei- 
ther been  reckoned  upon,  nor  even  forefeen  by  thofe 
who  introduced  it. 

One  fpecies  of  difTipatlon  often  leads  to  others : 
the  late  hours  and  hard  drinking  induced  gaming, 
which  prevailed  to  a  degree  ruinous  to  many  indivi- 
duals :  the  fame  nobleman,  above  alluded  to,  by 
giving  this  practice  his  decided  difapprobation,  and 
promoting  fuch  as  refrained  from  it,  has  in  a  great 
degree  lefl'ened  the  habit,  by  bringing  it  into  difgrace. 
Much  diffipation,  however,  (till  remains  :  it  is  the 
prevailing  vice  of  the  miliiary  char6ler  in  every 
country  ;  and  the  prevalence  of  it  in  India  fome  have 
regarded  as  the  deftruclion  of  our  power  in  the  Eafh: 
they  allege  "  That  this  has  gradually  weakened,  and 
at  laft  diffolved  the  connection  of  every  country 
with  its  diflant  dominions,  and  that  we  are  not  to  ex- 
pect a  miracle  v/rought  in  our  behalf  to  eflect  an  ey- 
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emption  from  the  common  cataflrophe  of  nations. 
What  Mr.  Hume  fays  of  defpotifm,  may  be  with 
equal  jiidice  afferted  of  the  grouth  of  felfifh  and  dif- 
folute  manners,  it  is  the  Euthanajia  of  our  empire  in  | 
this  part  of  the  world."  ' 

They  fuggeft  too,  "  That  other  circumftances 
may  intervene  to  prevent  either  a  natural  or  an  eafy 
difiblution.  An  independent  army,  involved  in  debt 
by  extravagance,  or  flimulated  by  avarice,  may  feize, 
brevi  manu,  all  our  pofieffions  for  themfelves,  while 
the  infamy  of  the  treafon  may  fnik  or  difappear, 
amidft  the  univerfal  depravity.  Where  the  principle 
of  promotion  is  length  of  fervice,  without  any  other 
confideration,  the  moft  worthlefs  and  diffolute  may 
look  forward  to  command  with  as  much  confidence 
as  the  moil  meritorious  officer.  If  diligence,  brave- 
ry, and  good  conduft  be  attended  with  no  advantage, 
they  will  be  foon  abandoned  and  ridiculed  as  ufelefs 
qualifications.  A  perfon  receiving  a  commiffion, 
inflead  of  regarding  it  as  an  obligation  to  difcharge 
the  diities  of  a  laborious  profeffion,  will  confider 
it  a  kind  of  freehold  property  yielding  him  a  certain 
annual  fum,  which  nothing  but  death  can  deprive 
him  of.'* 

They  alfert,  "  That  among  thofe  who  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  command,  an  independent,  haughty,  and 
imperious  charafter  becomes  unavoidable,  unlefs  they 
are  in  their  turn  fubjefted  to  the  control  of  a  fupe- 
rior.     This  control,  howcYer,  is  entirely  aboliflied, 

the 
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the  moment  you  allow  an  officer  to  regard  every  ftep 
of  promotion  as  a  right  pofitively  conferred  by  his 
own  fervice  independent  of  the  will  of  any  fuperior.'* 

"  That  if  with  all  thofe  circumftances,  you  grant 
a  liberty  to  each  ofScer  who  applies  for  it  to  remove 
into  any  other  corps,  as  often  as  interefl  or  caprice 
fliall  fuggeft,  even  the  fubaltern  will  be  releafed  from 
every  tie  of  fubordination.  Does  his  conduQ:  give 
offence  to  his  fuperior  officer,  he  exchanges  into  ano- 
ther regiment,  and  bids  him  defiance.  Subordina- 
tion among  officers  not  only  ceafcs  j  but  the  difcip- 
line  of  the  private  men  is  totally  neglefted.  The  di- 
hgent  and  faithful  officer,  by  this  fyilem,  can  look 
for  no  more  than  he  v/ho  is  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  fen'ice*  That  in  this  climate,  without  fome 
motive  to  induftry,  there  will  not  long  remain  the 
appearance  of  exertion  j  Parade  duty  will  foon  be 
neglecled,  and  neither  offi.cers  nor  men  will  retain 
fuffi.cient  knowledge  of  their  duty,  to  be  of  any  fer- 
vice, except  drawing  their  monthly  allowances." 

"  That  fubalterns  rendered  independent  of  their 
fuperior  officers,  begin  to  treat  them  as  their  equals, 
and  defpife  their  authority  ;  hence  by  attaching  the 
general  officers,  you  by  no  means  fecure  the  duty  or 
attachment  of  the  army  :  it  becomes  in  your  hands  a 
rope  of  fand,  and  only  to  be  guided  by  its  own  intereft 
or  caprice.  That  an  army,  efficient  in  point  of  num- 
ber, may  thus  become  altogether  inadequate  to  the 
defence  or  prote61:ion  of  the  country  :  to  its .  employ- 
ers 
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ers  only  it  can  prove  formidable  ;  they  may  be  con- 
fidered,  as  at  its  difcretion ;  or  rather  they  may  be 
regarded  as  having  conflructed  an  unwieldy  and  tot- 
tering edifice,  which  muff  crufh  them  by  its  fall.'* 

*'  That  fiiould  no  dangerous  enterprizes  be  un- 
dertaken by  an  army  in  this  independent  and  infub- 
ordinate  ftate,  its  difcipline  will  foon  fo  far  decline, 
that  hardly  any  military  appearance,  fave  that  of  the 
uniform,  fhall  appear.  The  whole  ftudy  of  officers 
will  he  to  fecurc  fituations  of  emolument,  or  fuch 
parts  of  the  fervice  as  may  fuit  their  convenience  or 
pleafure.". 

"  That  thefe  effeds  have  not  been  difcovered  in 
the  Company's  army  in  India,  they  allege,  is  highlysi 
to  the  credit  of  the  individuals  who  compofe  it.  In 
that  mixture  which  compofes  our  military  force  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  you  meet  with  French, 
Dutch,  Portuguefe,  and  wanderers  from  every  na- 
tion in  Europe:  among  thefe,  however,  there  are  not 
a  few  of  refpeftable  families  in  Britain,  v/ho,  them- 
feives  men  of  character,  hope  to  return  and  fpend 
in  comfort  the  little  competence  acquired  in  the 
fervice.  Any  enterprize  involving  the  tranquillity 
of  their  country,  or  their  own  efiimation  at  home, 
would  preclude  fuch  hopes,  and  therefore  is  avoided. 
Whatever  may  be  the  views  of  others  of  a  different 
defcription,  nothing  can  be  undertaken  without  a  ge- 
neral concert  and  co-operation  :  hence  it  has  been 
the  fortune  of  our  India  poifeffions  to  hang  by  a 

thread. 
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thread,  which  their  defenders  have  not  yet  agreed, 
with  one  heart  and  one  mind,  to  touch ;  though, 
perhaps,  fecretly  confcious,  that  with  the  firfl  breath 
of  commotion  it  would  be  for  ever  broken." 

These  conclufions  may  appear  plaufible,  but  they 
proceed  on  the  fuppofition,  that  mlhtary  gentlemen 
in  this  fervice,  are  equally  incapable  of  difcerning 
their  own  intereft,  and  of  eflimating  their  power. 
The  revenues  of  India,  under  a  military  government, 
would  probably  ceafe  to  be  coiifiderable ;  and  would 
certainly  fall  to  be  engroffed  by  one  or  a  fev/  mili- 
tary defpots,  who  had  transferred  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment to  their  own  perfons.  Their  inferiors  would 
only  be  treated  with  regard  fo  long  as  they  were  the 
neceflary  tools  of  their  ambition  :  the  power  of  each 
v^fould  be  no  fooner  fecured,  than  he  would  fpurn 
thefe  aflbciates,  as  the  abettors  of  one  treafon,  or 
dread  them  as  the  projectors  of  a  fecond.  On  the 
moft  favourable  fuppofition,  that  of  unanimity  among 
the  officers  on  the  divifion  of  their  fpoils,  a  circum- 
fiance  which  perhaps  never  yet  happened,  a  few  only 
could  command.  The  lot  of  the  far  greater  part 
would  be  that  of  hirelings  to  a  military  ufurper, 
whofe  government  and  fervice  liad  no  knov/n  rules, 
either  of  law,  cultom  or  difcretion.  He  pays  nahigh 
compliment  to  the  difcernment  of  any  fet  of  men, 
who  fuppofes  that  they  would  (abitracling  from  the 
immorality  of  the  bufmefs,)  prefer  fuch  a  fituation 
to  the  prefent  fervice,  grievous,  as  in  fomc  inftances, 
it  may  appear. 

It 
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It  would  be  doing  injullice  to  fo  numerous  a  body 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  conlequences  are  not  forefeen 
and  fully  weighed  by  many  of  them ;  on  the  idea  that 
a  change  of  government  could  be  efFefted  by  the  mi- 
litary force  in  India  :  But  the  poffibility  of  their  ac- 
comphiliing  fuch  an  objed,  Teems  more  than  doubt- 
ful. The  European  part  of  the  army  is  a  motely 
mixture  of  all  nations,  a  fmall  bribe  might  engage 
them  in  any  enterprife  ;  but  they  are  the  mofl  de- 
bauched and  unprincipled  troops  any  where  to  be 
met  with ;  and  would  give  no  fufficient  fupport  to 
any  caufe,  whether  good  or  bad. 

The  native  troops,  in  every  thing  the  reverfe  of 
the  European,  would  be  guarded  by  their  integrity 
from  fuch  meafures,  unlefs  difguifed  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  duty.  Such  a  deception  would  not  be 
long  fupported,  and  as  foon  as  the  truth  was  dif- 
covered,  they  would  be  more  apt  to  revenge  them- 
felves  upon  their  betrayers  than  to  fight  their  battles. 


Suppose,  hov/ever,  all  thefe  obftacles  overcome, 
and  the  country  in  pofleilion  of  the  troops,  how  is  a 
fucceffion  of  European  officers  and  privates  to  be  pro- 
cured for  the  fupport  of  difciplinc :  In  a  few  years 
the  prefent  race  muft  yield  to  the  feverity  of  the 
climate,  and  the  difcipline  of  a  native  corps,  would 
not  farvive  the  officers  for  fix  months.  Then  the 
Indian  army  would  fall  back  to  its  original  ftate 
under   native   difcipline,   and   could  give  no   more 

effeftual 


INDIAN  RECREATIONS.  337 

effectual  oppofitlon  to  Europeans  than  when  they  at 
firjfl  conquered  this  country. 

In  America  the  caufe  of  revolt  was  conflantly  fup- 
ported  and  flrengthened  by  a  growing  fpirit  of  in- 
dependence in  every  individual.  In  India  fuch  a 
fpirit  never  was  felt,  nor  could  ever  be  infufed  into  a 
hundred  perfons.  The  two  caufes  are  in  dire6t  op- 
pofition,  and  the  refult  would  be  totally  different.  I 
know  that  fome  perfons,  more  accullomed  to  fpeak 
than  to  think,  have  fancied  they  faw  in  India  another 
America ;  but  in  the  two  countries  every  thing  is 
contrafted  :  manners,  education,  habit  and  religion. 
And  the  man  who  imagines  that  a  change  in  favour 
of  freedom  could  be  effefted  in  the  one  as  eafily  as 
in  the  other,  muft  be  ignorant  of  both* 

With  a  powerful  fleet,  it  will  long  be  in  the  pow- 
'  er  of  Britain  to  tranfport  a  confiderable  force  to  India; 
while  without  a  continual  fupply  of  European  officers 
no  difcipline  can  be  fupported  in  native  troops  to  op- 
pofe  that  force.  A  day  of  retribution  very  foon 
would  unavoidably  come,  when  the  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion would  be  avenged  on  its  perfidious  fervants  : — 

Manet  alta  mente  rcpoftwn 
'Judicium— fpreti  injuria  regni* 
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IDEA  OF  THE  MOGUL  EMPIP>.E  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  ACBER. 


Caunpore,  Jan.  1798* 

The  reign  of  Acber  Is  an  important  cera  In  the  an- 
nals of  Hindoflan  :  it  continued  half  a  century,  and 
may  be  regarded  as  the  Auguftan  Age  of  the  Ma- 
_homedan  Emperors.  Fortunately  for  the  infor- 
mation of  pofterity,  his  intelligent  minifler  Abul  Fa- 
zel,  has  left  a  tolerably  correct  and  detailed  account 
of  his  government,  and  the  flate  of  the  country  at 
this  period  :  large  allowance  however  muft  be  made 
for  the  pompous  defcriptions  of  the  grandeur  of  the 
monarch,  and  the  fulfome  adultation  paid  to  his  wif- 
dom,  which  are  confpicuous  throughout  this  work, 
which  he  has  entitled  the  Ayeen  Acbery,  or  Mirror 
of  Acber. 

At  the  death  of  this  monarch  in  1 605,  his  domi- 
nions extended  from  the  Thibet  mountains  on  the 

north, 
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north,  to  the  province  of  Viziapoor  and  Golconda 
on  the  fouth  ;  and  from  the  borders  of  Aracan,  Af- 
fam,  and  Bootan  on  the  eaft,  to  the  river  Attock, 
and  CubuHftan  on  the  weft.     It  confiftedj  according 
to  the  account  of  Abul  Fazel,  of  one  hundred  and 
five  provinces,  and  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  dlf- 
trl£ls  :  a  vaft  territory  comprehending  the  fineft  and 
richeft    countries  in  the  penlnfula.     For  the  more 
convenient  admlnlftratlon  of  the  government  of  this 
vaft  empire,  Acber  divided  his  dominions  Into  fifteen 
Subahs,  over  each  of  which  he  appointed  a  Subadar 
or  viceroy,  with  various  fubordlnate  officers.     The 
names  of  thefe  Subahs  were  Delhi,  Agra,  Allaha- 
bad,  Oude,   Agimer,   Ahmedabad,  Bahar,   Bengal, 
Cabul,  Lahore,  Multan,  Muterah,  Berar,  Candelfh, 
and  Ahmednagur.     According  to  the  accurate  de- 
tail of  this  fubjecl,  given  in  the  Afiatic  Reglfter,  the 
empire  thus  divided    was  governed   nearly  on    the 
fame  principles  as  the  ancient  Hindoo  ftates.     The 
Emperor,  however,  ruled  with  a  more  abfolute  fway 
than  the  ancient  Rajahs,  who  were  cramped  by  the 
interference  of  an  arbitrary  fyftem  of  religion.  Inter- 
woven with  the  civil  code  ;   and  by  a  domineering 
hierarchy,  which  in  that  code  is  placed  above  the 
prince  In  the  order  of  fockty,  and  which  operated 
with  a  commanding  Influence  upon  both  the  opi- 
nions and  the  adions  of  the  fovereign. 

Both  as  a  warrior  and  a  ftatefman,  Acber  poflef- 
fed  fingular  merit.  As  he  enlarged  his  dominions 
beyond  the  limits  tranfmitted  to  him  by  his  anceftors,. 

Y  2  .       if. 
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it  was  alfo  his  glory  to  govern  them  by  a  flricter  re- 
gard to  juftice  than  the  precedents  which  they  had 
left  him.  What  particularly  diftinguiihed  him  above 
every  Mahomedan  prince,  is  the  liberality  of  his  re- 
ligious fentiments,  and  the  unlimited  toleration  which 
he  allowed  to  every  clafs  of  his  fubjecls.  Both  the 
prince  and  his  minifter  difplay  an  enlargement  of 
mind  on  this  fubjeft  far  beyond  what  we  fhould  ex- 
peft  from  the  adherents  of  the  Mahomedan  faith  ; 
and  a  liberality  in  his  treatment  of  Schifmatics, 
which  at  the  fame  period  no  European  m.onarch 
feems  to  have  poifeifed. 

"  In  the  dominions  which  he  conquered,  as  well 
as  thofe  which  he  held  by  hereditary  right,  he  ^not 
only  reftored  the  Hindoos  to  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion,  but  alfo  to  many  of  their  civil  rights*. 

"  In  the  ancient  Hindu  fiate,  it  would  appear 
from  every  document,  that  the  prince  was  the  abfo- 
lute  and  fole  proprietor  of  the  foil ;  that  the  land 
throughout  his  dominions  was  apportioned  in  fmall 
allotments  to  the  hufoandmen,  by  whom  it  was  cul- 
tivated upon  the  tenure  of  a  perpetual  hereditary 
leafe  ;  that  the  grofs  produce  of  the  foil  conftituted 
the  revenue  of  the  (late,  and  that  one  fixth  part  only 
t)f  that  produce,  with  fome  variations,  had  from  cuf- 
tom  immemorial  been  demanded  by  the   prince.'* 

Of 

*  Vide  Asiatic  Reg.  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 
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Of  this  grofs  produce,  part  was  paid  ia  kind,  and 
\?art  in  money.  The  ftate  of  landed  property  in 
Hindoftan  continued  nearly  the  fame  for  the  firft- 
three  centuries  after  the  Mahomedan  cbnquefts. 

The  rude  and  ferocious  fanatics  of  the  Ghlznian 
race,  rather  over-ran,  than  fubdued  the  weftern  pro- 
vinces.   With  the  fliort-fighted  avarice  of  barbarians, 
they  preferred  the  immediate  plunder  of  moveable 
property,  to  the  more  permanent  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  well  protected  hufbandry.     They  were 
fucceeded  by  the  Afghan  dynaily,  characterized  in 
general   by   the  fame   qualities  ;    and    though    their 
power  was  better  eftabhlhed  and  more  permanent, 
they   eftablifhed    no   defined   mode  of  payment,   or 
fettled  fyftem  of  contribution.     If  the  Ryut  w?s  not 
driven  into  the  woods  by  actual   violence,  he  pined 
under  the  mod  rigorous  exaftions,  which  feemed  to 
have  no  limits  but  his  ability  to  pay.     During  the 
earlier  reigns  of  the  Mahomedan  princes,  very  i'can- 
ty  details  are  afforded  by  their  hiftorians  of  the  ordi- 
nary   meafures    of  internal  adminiftration.      When 
the  horror  of  the  fcene  becomes  deepened  by  the  de- 
vaftations  of  fome  new  conqueror,  they   are  more 
circumftantial  than  in  the  common  routine  of  vulgar 
oppreflions ;  and  it  may  upon  the  whole  be  aflerted 
of  the  beft  of  thcfe  princes,  that  whilft  the  treafuVy 
was  kept  tolerably  full,  they  were  little  anxious  about 
the  fources  from  which  it  was  fupplied. 

Y  3  0^^ 
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On  the  acceffion  of  Acber,  a  fyjftem  of  moderation 
was  immediately  adopted  ;  all  arbitrary  impofitions 
under  the  name  of  Jehaat,  and  Sayer  Jehaat,  were 
abolifhed ;  though  thefe,  we  are  informed  by  his  hif- 
torian,  had  in  fome  reigns  equalled  the  whole  quit- 
rent  of  the  empire.  All  merchandize,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  were  permitted  to  pafs  free  of  duty  ;  and 
the  practice  of  forcibly  recruiting  the  army  from  the 
Hindoo  labourers  was  difcontinued.  Thefe  regula- 
tions, which  were  of  themfelves  fufficient  to  alter  the 
whole  conftitution  of  government,  were  followed  up 
by  a  variety  of  others  in  the  fame  fpirit,  which  have 
diftinguifhed  the  reign  of  this  monarch  with  a  high^ 
but  jufl  reputation. 

In  the  complicated  bufmefs  of  the  affeifment  of 
revenue,  this  prince  availed  himfelf  of  the  talents  of 
Rajah  Tudor  Mull,  a  Flindoo,  dillinguifned  through- 
out Hindollan  for  his  financial  abilities.  Abul  Fazel, 
a  fLatefman  no  lefs  eminent  in  political  fagacity,  was 
raifed  to  the  management  of  the  civil  government ; 
and  the  various  reforms  v/hich  he  effefted  in  every 
branch  of  affairs,  give  at  once  an  high  idea  of  his 
talents,  and  of  the  prudent  choice  of  the  monarch. 
The  inflitutions  of  Acber  eftablifhed  in  every  pro- 
vince of  the  empire  a  fyflematlc  order  and  regularity, 
not  only  in  executing  the  affairs  of  government,  but 
in  the  adminiftration  of  juilice. 

The  Subadar,  or  viceroy,  was  the  immediate  re- 
prefentative  of  the  Emperor  j  and  along  with  the 

Sunnud, 
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Sunnud,  or  order  for  his  appointment,  he  received 
a  written  code  of  inftruftions,  the  injunctions  of 
which,  fuch  as  that  forbidding  to  fwear,  or  ufe  foui 
language,  though  apparently  minute  and  ridiculous, 
mud  have  had  neverthelefs  much  influence  in  ftimu- 
lating  his  induftry,  and  preferving  his  fidelity  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  duty  :  the  welfare  of  the  people  is 
held  out  as  the  great  end  of  all  his  endeavours,  and 
the  only  foundation  of  the  happinefs  of  the  ftate. 
Under  the  viceroy,  the  Foujdar  poifefTes  jurifdittion 
over  feveral  dillricls  :  he  is  confidered  as  an  execu- 
tive officer,  who  carries  into  efi'ecl  the  prders  of  the 
Subah.  His  duty  is  to  protect  the  hufbandmen,  and 
punifli  rebellious  or  refraftory  zemindars*. 

The  judges  of  Mahomedan  courts  were  the  Cazy 
and  the  Meer  Adul :  the  firft  tried  caufes,  and  the 
other  paiTed  fentence.  All  caufes  whether  civil  or 
criminal  were  fubmitted  to  their  cognizance,  when 
the  parties  were  Mahomedans  ;  but  in  litigations  be- 
tween Hindoos  only,  the  decifion  was  left  to  two 
Pundits,  who  tried  and  determined  each  cafe  accor- 
ding to  the  ordinances  of  the  Hindoo  code. 

Each  province,  city,  and  even  each  quarter  of  the 
fame  city,  was  put  under  the  infpection  of  a  police 
officer,  named  a  Cutwal.  This  officer  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  Emperor,  and  was  refponfiblc  to  deliver 

Y  4  up 

*  Ayeen  Acbery,  vol.     p.  368. 
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up  to  jufllce  every  perfon  who  fhoukl  be  guilty  of  an 
illegnl  Tift  within  his  jurifdiftion.  When  any  theft 
was  committed,  the  police  officer  was  aiifwerahle  for 
the  value  of  the  ilolen  goods,  if  he  did  not  fucceed 
in  apprehending  the  dehnquent.  The  inhabitants 
themfelves  feem  alfo  to  have  been  liable,  when  any 
robbery  was  committed,  if  tl-ey  did  not  difcover  to 
the  Cutwal,  or  fecure  the  offender.  By  thefe  regu- 
lations the  police  was  fo  vigoroufiy  enforced  that  tra* 
vellers  might  pafs  throui^h  the  country  in  perfe£t 
fafety  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  We  have  the  tef- 
timony  of  both  Bernier  and  Tavernier  with  regard  to 
the  fecurity  of  perfons  and  property,  that  arofe  from 
the  peculiar  vigilance  of  the  police  during  fucceeding 
reigns,  when  thefe  regulations  ftill  fubfifled  :  the 
latter  of  thefe  gentlemen  has  performed  in  various 
parts  of  India  more  extenfive  journies  than  any  indi- 
vidual, and  in  fafety,  though  poifelfed  of  valuable 
property. 

The  inhabitants  of  every  houfe,  in  each  town, 
were  regiftered  by  the  police-man  ;  the  ftreets,  lanes, 
and  public  roads  were  fuperintended  by  his  officers. 
During  night,  the  peace  was  preferved  by  armed  pa- 
troles,  fome  of  infantrv,  and  others  of  cavalrv.  To 
fecure  the  diligence  of  the  Cutwal,  and  to  prevent 
his  collufion  wiih  diforderly  perfons,  his  whole  con- 
duct was  watched  by  tv.'O  fpics  altogether  unknown 
to  him,  v/ho  wrote  to  court  every  month  a  particular 
account  of  every  occurrence. 
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By  this  vaft  eftablifhment  of  police  officers,  tran- 
quility was  not  only  fecured,  but  a  fort  of  moral 
difcipline  was  eflabiifhed,  which  feemed  not  unfa- 
vourable to  the  virtuous  habits  of  the  people;  though 
it  mufl  have  been  altogether  incompatible  either  with 
perfonal  or  civil  freedom.  Under  the  protection 
which  it  afforded  the  people  ;  and  from  the  fecurity 
of  property  which  it  effeded,  the  induflry  of  the 
Hindoos  was  ftimulated  to  Ibme  degree  cf  activity  ; 
and  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  internal  com- 
merce arofe  to  a  degree  of  profperity  equal,  perhaps, 
to  what  they  enjoyed  under  the  ancient  princes  of 
their  own  race. 

The  contributions  to  the  ftate  being  raifed  with 
mildnefs  and  equity,  were  borne  vAih.  great  eafe  and 
cheerfulnefs  by  the  peafant,  though  they  rofe  to  an 
amount  that  far  exceeded  whatever  had  been  raifed 
in  any  former  period.  Towards  the  end  of  Acber's 
reign  when  the  fahuary  etfeds  of  his  regulations 
had  time  to  operate,  the  taxes  amounted  annually  to 
thirty-fix  millions  fleriing.  In  a  country,  and  at  a 
period  v/hen  money  was  perhaps,  ten  times  the  value 
it  bears  in  Britain,  this  conflituted  no  doubt  a  large 
fum  ;  efpecialiy  to  be  drawn  almoft  wholly  from  the 
immediate  produce  of  land.  The  few  taxes  paid  by 
manufactures  and  merchandize,  were  of  little  conli- 
d^ration  in  the  amount.  Vaft  as  this  fum  may  ap- 
pear, it  did  not  amount  to  one  fourth  of  the  produce 
of  the  lands,  according  to  the  ail'eflmcnt  made  out  by 
Tudor  Mull  :  and  though  it  docs  not  feem  to  have 

com- 
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comprehended  the  provifion  for  the  poor,  the  boun- 
ties to  learned  men,  nor  the  penfions  given  to  decay- 
ed famihes,  yet  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  how  it 
iupported  that  immenfe  eftablifliment  civil  and  mili- 
tary, which  was  upheld  by  the  Mogul  Princes.  The 
Zemindary  troops,  a  fort  of  militia  which  was  main- 
tained exclufively  in  each  province  for  the  purpofe 
of  coliefting  the  revenues,  and  enforcing  the  police, 
amounted,  we  are  allured,  to  no  fewer  than  four  mil- 
lions of  men,  infantry  and  cavalry.  If  to  this  num- 
ber we  add  the  regular  army,  which  confifted  of 
eight  hundred  thoufand  men,  we  fhall  find  a  very 
fmall  allowance  to  each  foldier ;  even  though  we 
put  out  of  the  eftimate  all  the  expences  of  the  court, 
and  the  fuperior  officers  in  all  the  departments  of  the 
flate.  Either  the  Sebundy  troops  mull  have  ferved 
with  Httle  or  no  pay,  for  a  certain  part  of  the  year 
only  ;  or  the  author  of  the  Ayeen  Acbery  muft  have 
committed  fome  palpable  midake.  The  lands  allot- 
ted for  penfions  to  meritorious  officers,  and  provifion 
for  the  poor,  are  termed  Jagheer,  and  Seyurghal, 
and  are  not  enumerated  in  the  ordinary  revenues  of 
the  crown.  The  lad  were  immenfe  in  value,  and 
committed  to  the  difpofal  of  the  Suddar,  or  high 
almoner  ;  an  office  highly  important,  but  of  a  ^la- 
ture  fo  difcretionary,  that  the  faithful  difcharge  of  it 
was  frequently  found  to  be  a  talk  beyond  the  reach 
of  human  virtue.  Abul  Fazel,  the  author  of  Ayeen 
Acbery,  after  the  difgrace  of  feveral  great  perfonages, 
had  the  fuperintendance  of  this  department  com- 
mitted to  him  by  the  Emperor,  whof^  confidence  he 

feems 


INDIAN  RECREATIONS.  547 

feerns  to  have  fliared  as  completely  as  the  great  Sully 
did  that  of  his  mafter. 

The  colledlion  of  the  revenues  was  conduced  by 
a  numerous  body  of  officers,  whofe  fidelity  was  at- 
tempted to  be  fecured  by  various  checks  and  con- 
trols :  the  principal  of  thefe  checks  feems  to  have 
been  a  mixture  of  Muflulman  and  Hindoo  officers ; 
of  the  firfl  clafs  was  the  Aumil,  an  officer  appointed 
annually  by  the  Subahdar  ;  under  him,  of  the  fame 
religious  faith,  was  the  Tepukchy,  the  Zemindar 
Conongoe,  and  Karkun,  were  Hindoos  in  corre- 
fponding  fituations,  as  a  control  upon  the  firfl ;  but 
the  mofl  complete  contrivance  for  this  purpofe,  was 
the  appointment  of  two  Wakyanavees,  or  news 
writers,  who  feem  to  have  been  unknown,  or  at 
leaft  totally  independent  of  all  the  reft,  and  who 
tranfmitted  daily  to  the  prefence,  by  poft,  an  ac- 
count of  every  occurrence. 

In  the  appointment  of  the  Hindoo  officers  of  re- 
venue, and  particularly  of  the  Zemindar,  there  was 
a  pecuharity  which  has  occafioned  much  difcuffion 
in  the  Englifli  fyftem  of  finance.  This  office,  ac- 
cording to  the  Hindoo  law,  had  been  hereditary  : 
and  in  the  Sunnud,  or  written  appointment  from 
the  king,  the  office  of  coUeftor  is  conferred  as  an  in- 
heritance, on  the  fpecial  condition  of  executing  the 
truft  with  fidelity.  Along  with  their  appointment, 
thefe  officers  received  a  certain  portion  of  land 
termed  Nanker,  as  a  part  of  their  official  allowance, 

and 
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and  of  which  they  were  invefled  in  the  abfolute  pro- 
prietary right,  by  the  fame  tenure,  that  thty  iield 
their  office.  Thefe  portions  of  land  allotted  to  the 
'Zemindar,  being  intended  merely  as  a  provifion  for 
his  family,  were  frnail ;  and  their  productive  value 
was  deduced  from  his  pay,  which  was  ten  per  cent, 
upon  the  rents  which  he  colleded  for  government. 

The  office  of  Zemindar  feems  to  have  been  part- 
ly executive,  and  partly  judicial  ;  his  bufmefs  on  the 
part  of  government  v/as  fpecilied  in  the  Sunnud  of 
his  appointment :  it  conhited  in  realifmg  the  rent  a- 
greed  upon  for  his  diftridt ;  in  protecting  the  Ryut 
from  injullice  ;  and  in  puniiliing,  by  fine  or  chaflife- 
ment,  fuch  as  were  criminal  or  refiaftory :  and 
though  the  terms  of  his  appointment  conferred  here- 
ditary right ;  yet  it  was  cuftomary  for  government 
to  difmifs  Zemindars  from  their  fituation,  and  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  Nanker  lands,  or  their  being 
convicted  of  fraudulent  and  corrupt  practices,  or 
even  of  culpable  negligence  in  the  diicharge  of  their 
duty.  Their  fituation,  therefore,  bears  little  refem- 
blance,  but  in  name,  to  the  landholder  in  more  free 
countries,  where  the.  fove reign  does  not  aft  ais  the 
mailer  of  his  fubjects,  or  as  proprietor  of  the  foil. 

All  the  orders  of  government,  regarding  the  Ry- 
uts,  were  delivered  to  ihcm  by  the  Zemindar  ;  be- 
fore him  likewife  all  their  grievances  and  complaints 
were  preferred  :  he  was  the  oilenfible  agent  of  the 
fovereien,  in  whatever  related  to  the  revenues  of  the 

ftate. 
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Hate,  and  to  the  rural  economy  of  the  country.  But 
the  prudent  Acber  deemed  it  unfafe  to  confide  en- 
tirely to  Hindoos  in  matters  of  fuch  extenfive  im- 
portance ;  he  appointed,  therefore,  a  Mahomedan 
Aumil  and  a  Putchy  to  each  diftrift  of  the  country 
to  affift  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  and  to  be 
a  check  on  the  condu6l  of  the  Zemindars, 

The  inftitutes  of  Menu,  tranHated  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  and  the  digeft  of  Hindoo  law  tranilated  by 
Mr  Colebrook,  have  at  laft  fettled  beyond  contro- 
verfy  the  long  agitated  queftion  regarding  the  pro- 
perty of  the  foil.  It  appears  now  indifputable,  that 
the  proprietary  right  of  the  foil  was  veiled  in  the 
King,  both  by  the  Hindoo  and  Muffulman  fyftem  of 
government  ;  that  the  actual  cultivators  of  the  land, 
held  their  fmall  farms  immediately  from  the  King, 
by  perpetual  hereditary  leafes,  on  the  fpecihc  condi- 
tion of  paying,  at  ftated  times,  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  annual  produce  of  their  lands  ;  and  that  be- 
tween the  prince  and  the  hufbandman  there  was  no 
intermediate  proprietor  whatever,  and  that  the 
Zemindars,  who  have  been  fuppofed  proprietors, 
Were  only  hereditary  fervants  of  the  prince,  appoint- 
ed for  fpecific  purpofes. 

Such  is  the  brief  ftatement  of  the  civil  inflitutions 
of  Acber  ;  his  military  eftablifhment  was  equally 
extenfive.  Bcfides  thofe  irregular  troops,  command- 
ed by  the  Aumil,  the  Cutwall  and  Zemindar  in  each 
diftrict,  and  which  were  upwards  of  four  millions, 

the 
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the  regular  army,  which  confifted  of  MufTulmansj 
amounted  to  above  eight  hundred  thoufand  men. 
The  former  ferved  only  in  their  particular  diftricls, 
for  the  purpofes  of  police  or  revenue,  the  latter  fer- 
ved to  oppofe  the  enemies  of  the  flate,  on  whatever  | 
quarter  they  might  invade  it. 

The  imperial  army  was  divided  into  440  munfubs 
or  battalions,  of  unequal  numbers,  but  each  propor- 
tioned to  the  rank  of  the  commander,  called  a  mun- 
fubdar.  Each  of  thefe  munfubs  confifts  of  two-thirds 
cavalry,  and  one-third  infantry];  and  the  three  larger 
were  commanded  by  the  Emperor's  fons.  The  firft 
contained  ten,  the  fecond  eight,  and  the  third  feven 
thoufand  cavalry  having  each  a  third  of  that  nuniber 
of  infantry  attached  to  it.  The  cavalry  were  armed 
with  long  cutlaifes ;  the  infantry  with  bows  and 
arrows  ;  one  third  only  having  muikets,  or  more 
properlv  matchlocks,  which  they  denominate  bun- 
docks. 

A  PROPORTIONATE  number  of  artillery  was  at-- 
tached  to  each  munfub,  together  with  a  requifite  al- 
lowance of  elephants,  horfes,  camels,  and  carts  for 
their  baggage.  The  royal  palace,  and  perfon  of  the 
Emperor,  were  guarded  by  a  chofen  body  of  men,  in 
addition  to  the  regular  army :  to  which  alfo  were 
added,  as  occafion  might  require,  1C0,000  gladiators, 
(fhemflieerbaz,)  confifting  of  ten  different  corps, 
armed  differently  with  fhields  and  cudgels,  or  with 
daggers  and  poignards.     The  whole  of  this  army 
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was  formed  into  12  grand  dlvifions,  which  did  duty 
month  after  month  alternately  during  the  time  of 
peace  ;  and  officers  of  every  rank  were  obliged  to 
attend  to  their  flated  routine  of  duty. 

Irregularity  in  furnifhing  their  pay  has  ever 
proved  the  grand  defed  in  all  Afiatic  armies.  The 
difcontents  and  open  mutinies  arifmg  rrom  this  caufe, 
have  often  rendered  the  military  more  dangerous  to 
their  employers  than  to  their  enemies.  Here  the  dif- 
cernment  of  Acber  llione  confpicuous  :  for  on  the 
firfl  day  of  every  month  the  proper  officers  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  the  means,  and  direded  to  iiTue  their  pay 
to  the  troops — This  varied  not  only  among  the  offi- 
cers, but  the  private  foldiers,  according  to  the  corps 
in  which  they  ferved.  The  allowance  of  a  munfub- 
dar,  varied  from  60,000  to  one  thoufand  rupees  per 
month,  according  to  the  number  of  their  corps:  that 
_  of  the  foot  foldier  from  ten  to  thirty  rupees  ;  while 
the  allowance  of  a  trooper  rofe  from  twelve  to  ninety. 
The  omrahs,  who  commanded  the  grand  divifions  of 
the  army,  and  whofe  duty  correfponded  Vvith  that  of 
general  officers  in  European  armies,  had  very  fre- 
quently affignment^  of  certain  portions  of  land  al- 
lowed them  for  pay.  Thefe  were  held  during  life  or 
perpetuity,  on  condition  of  performing  mihtary  fer- 
vice,  and  fupporting  a  certain  number  of  troops,  rea- 
dy for  adlual  fervice  or  any  emergency.  The  cap- 
tains had  fimilar  confignments  made  over  to  them  ; 
but,  in  all  cafes,  it  was  provided,  that  the  holders  of 
diefe  Jaghiers,  fhould  make  no  alteration  in  the  lea- 
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fes  of  the  Ryuts,  by  requiring  greater  exa6tions  than 
had  been  paid  to  government. 

"  Such  was  the  manner  in  which  a  great  army 
was  conftru£led  and  paid,"  fays  a  judicious  writer, 
"  one  of  the  ablefh  and  mod  accomphfhed  princes 
that  ever  adorned  the  annals  of  Afia.  Yet  the  very 
formation  of  this  vafl  multitude  of  armed  men,  is  at 
variance  with  every  principle  of  military  fcience,  or- 
der, and  difcipline  j  and  is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  fliow, 
that  Acber,  with  all  his  talents,  very  little  furpaffed 
the  reft  of  his  countrymen,  in  his  ideas  of  military  af- 
fairs.— Twice  the  number  of  cavalry  to  that  of  infan- 
try J  fo  great  difproportion  in  the  number  of  men  of 
which  the  different  corps  was  compofed ;  fuch  a  wide 
diiference  between  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  fame 
rank,  are  defefts  of  fuch  magnitude  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  an  army,  as  muft  neceffarily  have  prevented 
its  ever  attaining  any  degree  of  fyftematic  difcipline, 
or  performing  the  common  evolutions  with  precifion 
and  effeft.  Yet  fuch  was  the  general  ignorance  of 
Afiatics  in  military  fcience,  that  this  cumbrous  army, 
which,  oppofed  to  a  body  of  30,000  Europeans,  muft 
have  been  defeated  by  its  own  radical  defedls,  never- 
thelefs  kept  all  the  furroundlng  nations  in  complete 
awe." 

XJnwarlike  as  the  furrounding  nations  were,  the 
Inefficiency  of  the  imperial  troops,  was  often  ftriking- 
ly  exemplified  in  their  contefts  v/ith  the  fubordinate 
■powers   of  tl\e   peninfula.-      The    four   Muifulman 
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princes  In  the  Deccan,  namely,  that  of  Golconda, 
Bijlpoor,  Colberga,  and  Telingah  were  not  fubdued 
during  the  whole  of  this  reign  :  the  two  firft  remain- 
ed independent  when  Tavernier  vifited  India  in  the 
time  of  Jehanguire :  and  though  the  imperial  policy 
was  continually  bent  upon  their  fubjugation,  there 
was  no  period,  even  in  their  moft  profperous  reigns, 
in  which  the  imperial  arms  obtained  the  complete  do- 
minion of  the  peninfula.  The  numerous  armies, 
and  the  immenfe  treafures  of  the  flate,  though  guided 
by  the  fuperior  wifdom  of  Acber,  were  continually 
wafted  in  fubduing  the  rebellions,  or  in  combating 
the  independent  members  of  this  community  of  na- 
tions. A  number  of  fmall  Hindoo  ftates  ftill  retain- 
ed their  independence ;  and  although  they  had  but 
little  direct  influence  on  the  politics  of  Hindoftan, 
yet,  by  combining  with  the  Muffulman  princes  of  the 
Deccan,  they  prevented  the  preponderating  power 
of  Delhi  from  gaining  a  complete  afcendant  over 
them.  When  the  Mahratta  tribes,  originally  a  pafto- 
ral  people  on  the  mountains  of  Berar,  afterwards  co-* 
alefced  into  a  nation ;  they  made  continual  predatory 
eruptions  into  the  adjacent  provinces  of  the  empire  ; 
and  though  frequently  driven  back,  they  were  never 
wholly  fubd,ued.  In  a  word,  the  whole  military  cfta- 
blifhments  of  the  Mogul  empire,  though  increafed  to 
the  incredible  amount  of  near  five  millions  of  men, 
were  not  fo  efficient  either  in  maintaining  Internal 
peace  or  profecuting  war,  as  the  more  energetic  fyf- 
lem  adopted  by  the  Britifh  Eaft-India  Company, 
Vol.  I.  Z  though 
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though  it  does  not  withdraw  from  the  induflry  of 
the  country  one-fortieth  part  of  the  number  of 
hands. 

The  expenditure  of  thirty-fix  mllHons,  in  the  pay 
of  officers  and  troops  of  every  defcription,  as  no  part 
of  this  vail  fum  was  carried  out  of  the  country,  im- 
plies a  powerful  demand  for  manufadures,  and  a 
ftrong  fcimulus  to  induftry :  yet  the  export  tradf  of 
Hindoftan  was,  probably,  not  equal  to  what  it  is  at 
prefent.  The  lofs  of  inhabitants,  and  the  deflruclion 
of  property,  occafioned  by  the  diilraclions,  and  final 
diffolution  of  the  Mogul  government,  mufl  have  ma- 
terially injured  the  profperity  of  the  country.  The 
Britifh  provinces  of  Bengal,  and  Bahar,  fuffered  for 
many  years  largely  by  thefe  dillraftions,  yet  their  re- 
venues, even  in  their  diminifhed  ftate,  will  not  be  dif- 
graced  by  a  comparifon  of  their  prefent  produdls, 
with  that  which  they  yielded  under  the  celebrated 
adminiflration  of  Acber. 

The  Subah  of  Bahar,  according  to  the  Ayeen  Ac- 
bery,  was  rated  annually  in  the  books  of  the  Exche- 
quer at  five  miUions  five  hundred  and  forty-feven 
thoufand  rupees,  at  a  reafonable  exchange,  equal  to 
.554,7001.  It  contributed  at  the  fame  time  above 
half  a  million  of  troops- — In  the  fame  volume  Bengal 
{lands  affeffed  at  14,961,482  rupees,  or  one  million 
and  a  half  Sterling,  while  it  contributed  824,000  fol- 

diers, 

*  Ayeen  Acbery,  Vol,  II.  p.  ip. 
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diers,  and  upwards  of  4000  cannon,  and  as  many 
boats. 

On  looking  Into  the  India  budget  for  1797,  we 
find  the  revenue  of  the  Bengal  provinces,  which  cor- 
refpond   with   thefe  fubahs  in   the  Ayeen  Acbery, 
ftated  at  above  fix  millions  Sterling* — Here  is  a  re- 
venue of  nearly  three  times  the  amount  of  that  ob- 
tained by  the  immortal  Acber,  from  provinces  that 
had  been  ravaged  by  the  Mahrattas  for  twenty  years 
before  they  fell  iuto  our  poifeffion,  and  in  a  manner 
which  the  old  inhabitants  fllU  defcribe  with  horror. 
Nor  can  the  prefent  impofl  be  regarded  as  more,  or 
even  equally  as  oppreffive  with  the  other,  fmce  the 
enormous  requifition  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  troops, 
with  boats  and  artillerv,  is  not  exacted  from  the  in- 
habitants. 

Fr.om  this  fmiple  flatement  of  fads,  it  will  appear 
with  what  juftice  fome  declaimers  hold  up  the  gran- 
deur, power,  and  profperity  of  the  Mogul  govern- 
ment, compared  to  the  prefent  (late  of  the  Britifli 
provinces  in  India.  The  complaifance  may  be  par- 
doned in  Abul  Fazel,  writing  under  the  eye  of  a  de- 
fpotic  prince,  whom  he  dreaded,  and  whom  he  pro- 
bably brought  himfelf  to  believe  to  be  endowed  with 
preternatural  powers,  fmce  he  confidently  aiferts,  that 
he  was  gifted  with  infpiration ;  but  from  what  bias 
modern  writers  are  led  to  afcribe  every  advantage  to 
pad,  and  every  evil  to  the  prefent  fyftem,  and  the 
prefent  times,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  conjedure,  as  it  is  to 

Z  2  provd 
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prove,  that  their  reprefentations  are  altogether  un- 
founded in  truth.  The  vaft,  unwieldy,  and  expenfive 
machinery  of  the  Mogul  government  is  proved  by 
the  concurring  teftimony  of  hiftory  to  have  been  very 
inefficient  in  promoting  either  the  peace  or  profperity 
of  the  people  :  bad,  however,  as  it  was,  had  the  Euro- 
pean fyftem  immediately  fucceeded  it,  the  advantage 
to  the  country  mud  have  been  immenfe.  -Eftablilhed 
as  the  latter  has  been,  upon  the  fcattered  fragments 
of  fociety,  and  the  mere  wreck  of  empire,  it  appears 
aftonilhing  to  contemplate  fo  fpeedy  a  renovation  as 
that  v/hich  it  has  effecled  ;  and  to  behold  a  new  fa- 
bric of  human  affoc'iation  rifing  from  the  ruins  of  the 
old,  of  a  more  feemly  and  convenient  flruclurc,  as 
well  as  of  more  durable  materials. 


SECT. 


SECT.  XXXVIL 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  ART,  AS  PRACTISED  BY  THE  MAHOME- 
DANS  AND  HINDOOS. 


Caunpore^  yan.   1798. 

It  Is  confeffed  by  all  oriental  fcholars,  that  there  is  In 
India  no  inftitution  for  the  ftudy  of  medecine  fcienti- 
fically.  After  all  his  attainments  in  Afiatic  learning, 
(which  were  certainly  confiderable ;)  Sir  William 
Jones  confeffed  ;  "  that  he  has  no  evidence,  that  in 
"  any  language  in  Afia,  there  exifls  one  original 
"  treatife  on  medecine  confidered  as  fcience :  Phyfic, 
indeed,  appears  in  thefe  regions,  to  have  been  from 
time  immemorial,  as  we  fee  it  at  this  day  pradifed 
by  the  Mahomedans  and  Hindoos,  a  mere  empi- 
"  rical  hiftory  of  difeafes  and  remedies.  " 

In  the  reign  of  Acber,  Abd  el  Jami,  commonly 
called  Mahomed  Acber,  publifhed  a  fet  oi  formulae 
entitled  Karab?,deen  Kaderi  (Pharmacopoeia  potensj* 

This 
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This  ornaliient  of  the  Auguftan  age  of  Indian  literature 
has  left  behind  him  fome  other  medical  writings  of  a 
fimilar  defcription;  which,  though  containing  merely 
a  loofe  and  defultory  hiftory  of  difeafes  and  cures, 
are  confidered  as  ftandard  books  by  the  phyficians 
of  the  Eaft.  Of  the  fame  character  is  the  Alfaz 
Adwyieh,  or  Materia  Medica,  ofNooredeen  Maho- 
med Abdullah,  phyfician  to  the  Emperor  Shah  Je- 
han :  this  work  written  originally  in  Arabic,  Perfian, 
and  Hindoftanny,  has  been  tranflated  into  Enghlh 
by  Mr  Francis  Gladwin.  The  clumfy  theory  of  Galen 
and  his  five  humours,  or  vitiated  ftates  of  the  fyftem 
from  which  all  difeafes  are  fuppofed  to  arife,  is  ftill 
in  full  vigour  among  the  Mahomedan  faculty,  who 
borrow  their  knowledge  from  the  Arabians,  with 
the  fame  fervility  which  thefe  lall  feem  to  have  done 
from  the  Greeks.  The  Ayiiranjedah  or  ancient  me^ 
dical  fyftem  of  the  Hindoos,  which  they  affert  to 
have  been  compofed  by  a  celebrated,  or  infpired 
phyfician,  happily  for  the  patient  Hindoos  is  almofl 
entirely  loft ;  fmce  a  revealed  fcience  muft  preclude 
all  improvement,  either  in  theory  or  praftice. 

But  though  raedecine  as  a  fcience  cannot  be  fald 
to  exifl  among  the  orientals,  many  ufeful  obferva- 
tions  have  occurred  in  praftice,  on  the  efieds  of  va- 
rious medecines,  and  their  application  in  different 
difeafes.  With  an  education,  perhaps  not  equal  to 
that  of  an  apothecary's  apprentice,  they  have  made 
themfelves  acquainted  with  the  virtues  of  many 
fimples,  the  knowledge  of  which,  might  often  afTifl 

the 
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ihe  mofl:  (kilful  European  practitioner.  It  has  not 
been  always  from  the  deduQiions  of  fcientific  men, 
that  the  mofl  beneficial  and  happy  difcoveries  have 
been  made  in  the  arts  :  neither  was  it  to  European  fai- 
ence, high  as  we  juftly  eflimate  it,  that  the  world  is 
indebted  for  the  ufeful  difcovery  of  inoculation  for 
the  fmall  pox  :  that  art  which  at  prefent  preferves 
fo  many  thoufand  lives,  was  flumbled  upon  amidfl 
the  obfcure  and  humble  walks  of  oriental  practice. 
The  ufe  and  application  of  fleam  as  a  moving  power 
in  our  various  machines,  which  fo  compleatly  de- 
monflrates  the  power  of  man  over  matter,  was  not 
firfl  taught  in  the  fchools  of  chemiflry,  but  in  the 
workfhops  of  Bolton  and  Watt ;  two  felf-taught  phi- 
lofophers,  whofe  ingenious  difcoveries  have  been  of 
more  advantage  to  the  manufadures  of  this  country 
than  perhaps  all  the  philofophers  of  the  prefent 
age.  Bertholet  and  Scheel,  perhaps  difcovered  the 
properties  of  oxygenated  muriatic  acid,  but  a  com- 
pany of  manufacturers  in  Glafgow  firfl  rendered  that 
fubflance  fubfervient  to  the  arts. 

We  find  accordingly  that  in  the  pra£tice,  the  Indian 
Hakims  are  far  lefs  deficient  than  in  the  fcience  of 
medecine.  Inoculation  has  not  only  been  praftifed 
among  the  civilized  parts  of  Hindoflan  time  imme- 
morial ;  but  that  ufeful  difcovery  has  been  fpread  by 

Z  4  them 


*   £ven  the  Jcnnerian  improvement  of  it,  is  confessed  to  be 
more  a  discovery  of  the  dairymen  than  the  doctor. 
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them  among  the  ruclcft  tribes  in  their  vicinity*.  The 
Rajah  Jay  Narrain  Zemindar  of  Sheerpoor;  on  hear- 
ing that  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  Garrow  hills 
were  affe<fled  with  this  fatal  diforder,  and  were  dying 
in  vaft  numj^ers  without  being  able  to  aflift  them- 
felves,  prcfuaded  them  to  receive  his  family  phyfician, 
who  is  reprefented  asa  man  of  talents;  and  has  intro- 
duced the  practice  of  inoculation  among  the  Gar- 
rors— an  objetl  ftill  unattained  in  many  parts  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  Hindoos  are  precluded  by  their  religious  fyf- 
tem  from  acquiring  any  confiderable  knowledge  of 
anatomy;  their  chirurgical  fkill  is  perhaps,  therefore, 
more  deficient  than  their  medical  practice  ;  yet  it  is 
allov/ed,  that  they  perform  fome  difficult  operations 
in  furgery  ;  and  that  they  are  acquainted  with  few- 
ing  up  deep  wounds,  and  capabable  of  praftifmg, 
what  Hudibras  has  ludicroufly  term.ed  the  Tahacotian 
art, 

Europeans  are  in  general  better  acquainted  with 
the  attainments  of  the  natives  in  veterinary  medecine, 
than  any  other  department  of  the  profeffion.  In  hu- 
man ailments  we  apply  to  our  European  phyficians, 
but  in  the  defeafes  of  our  cattle  of  every  defcription, 
we  have  recourfe  to  the  native  Salutries  (farriers) 
with  the  moft  confident  hopes  of  profiting  by  their 

expe- 

*  Vide.  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  3d.  a  paper  by  Mr  Elliot. 
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experience,  in  a  fubjed  which  they  have  long  made 
the  obje6t  of  great  attention.  Our  common  fervants 
that  are  in  charge  of  our  camels,  elephants  and 
horfes,  almoft  univerfally  pretend  to  fofne  Ikill  in  this 
art :  and  it  mull  be  allowed,  that  they  not  only  keep 
ihem  in  excellent  condition,  but  difcover  and  cure 
their  difeafes  in  fome  inflances,  where  Europeans  are 
totally  at  a  lofs.  It  is  upon  this  Ikill,  real  or  fuppof- 
ed,  thatjhey  univerfally  ground  a  claim  of  afmall  fum 
once  a  month  for  what  they  term  miiffula ;  a  multifa_ 
rious  compofition  of  pepper,  fait,  and  fpices,  which 
are  adminiftrated  conftantly  to  our  cattle,  even  while 
in  perfect  health.  This  practice,  however  abfurd  it 
may  appear  to  a  European,  is  perhaps  not  unnecef- 
fary  in  this  country,  where  the  cattle  receive  compa- 
ratively but  little  grafs,  and  are  fed  moftly  on  dry 
food  :  to  the  Hindoos  it  appears  perfectly  neceffary  ; 
for  With  all  their  parfimony  they  purchafe  a  fpecies 
of  fait  in  the  hot  feafon,  to  rub  the  palate  of  their 
fheep  when  fattening,  once  or  twice  a  week;  the  moft 
common  application  in  this  cafe,  is  the  Khari  noon, 
(or  native  fulphat  of  foda*.) 

Almost  all  animals  are  fond  of  fait ;  which  a- 
mong  the  human  fpecies,  is  found  fo  falutary  and  pa- 
latable a  ftimulant ;  it  probably  aids  their  degeflive 
powers,  and  accelerates  their  progrefs  m  fattening. 

The 


*  Vide,  Andersons  dissertation  on  tlie  Bitnoban,  or  KalU 
liirnucli  of  the  Hindoos. 


362  INDIAN  RECREATIONS. 

The  Hindoo  fyflem  of  veterinary  medecine,  does  not 
in  this  inflance  militate  againft  the  pradtice  of  our 
mod  enlightened  graziers  in  Britain.     We  have  the 
authority  of  Mr  Darkie  of    Bradon  for  the  prac- 
tice, one  of  the  mod  celebrated  economifts,  who 
mixes  fait  with  his  flooded  and  mouldy  hay,  8  lb. 
pr.  ton ;  and  afferts  that  his  Herefordfhire  oxen  did 
better  on  it,  than  others  on  the  bed  hay  he  had,  and 
declares  his  conviction,  "  that  the  hay  derived  its  good 
eifefts  from  the  fait."     The  praftice  recommended 
by  Lord  Sommerville,  of  giving  fait  twice  a  week, 
conveys  a  juil  idea  of  the  Hindoo  mulTula.     He  thus 
exprelTes  himfelf,  in  a  pamphlet  lately  publifhed  : 
*'  We  had  no  doubt  of  the  good  effects  of  fait,  but  it 
remained  to  be  proved  how  good  hay  which  had  not 
fpent  its  ftrength  in  premature  fermentation,  would 
bear  fuch  a  quantity  of  fait  as  would  invigorate  the 
ftomach,  quicken  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and 
excite  in  the  cattle  a  defire  to  drink  largely.     Some 
medical  men,  aware  of  our  practice,  conjectured  that 
fait  tends  to  decompofe  and  convert  the  water  into 
nourifhment  in  an  increafed  degree.     Whether  this 
is,  or  is  not,  to  be  accounted  for,  we  are  incompe- 
tent to  judge,  but  it  is  our  bufniefs  to  judge  of  the 
effe£t  it  has  on  the  flock  ;    and  we  do  know  that  it 
furpafies  all  belief."    Thus  we  fee  that  the  Hindoos, 
amidft  all  their  ignorance,  are  in  pofleffion  from  time 
immemorial,  of  a  beneficial  practice  in'rural  economy 
to  which  till  lately  we  were  wholly  ftrangers. 

There 
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There  are  in  all  probability,  many  medicines 
which  might  be  ufeful,  were  we  acquainted  with  the 
Hindoo  Materia  Medica,  and  the  furniture  of  nume- 
rous penzaries*,  which  are  open  every  where  from 
Midnapore  to  Annoplheer.  Many  of  the  mofh  valu- 
able natural  productions  of  India  are  as  yet  but  little 
underflood  ;  fuch  is  the  Sal  Indus,  Calamus  aroma- 
ticus,  the  Afpalathus,  Lepidium  Indicum,  Myroba- 
lani,  Spodium,  Malabathrum,  Cocculus  Indicus,  and 
many  others :  The  artificial  productions  of  the  Hin- 
doos, are  perhaps  ftill  lefs  known  ;  though  by  fome 
they  are  reckoned  our  fuperiors  in  the  arts :  in  that 
of  dying  in  particular,  both  experience  and  popular 
opinion,  feem  to  declare  their  pre-eminence,  however 
unwillingly  the  fa£t  may  be  admitted  by  the  chemifls 
jn  Europe. 

To  the  labours  of  the  Afiatic  Society,  and  of  our 
oriental  botanifls,  and  natural  hiftorians,  we  undoubt- 
edly owe  much ;  flill,  however,  the  remark  of  Mr 
Hodges  appears  juft  :  "  That  of  a  country  fo  nearly 
allied  to  us,  it  is  furprifnig  fo  little  fhould  be  known." 
Gentlemen  who  have  refided  long  in  India,  lofe  the 
idea  of  the  firft  imprefiion  which  that  remark- 
able, and  fmgular  region  makes  upon  the  mind  of  an 
entire  flranger  :  The  writer  of  this  article  was  himfelf 
warned  by  one  of  the  mod  intelligent  fervants-  of 
the  Company,  that  if  he  delayed  marking  down 
the  early  impreflions  made  by  the  different  objects, 
they  would  foon  ceafe  to  be  regarded  as  of  any  con- 

fequence 

*  Apothecaries  shops. 
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fequence  :  The  novelty  is  effaced,  and  the  mind,  by 
a  common  and  natural  operation,  foon  diredts  its 
view  to  more  abftraO:  fpeculations.  The  ufeful  pro- 
dudions  of  nature,  as  v/ell  as  of  art,  feem  in  In- 
dia to  be  better  known  to  the  merchant  than  the  man 
of  fcience  ;  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
either,  we  muft  vifit  the  native  fhops  and  manufacto- 
ries ;  and  fhall  certainly  fearch  in  vain,  if  we  expeft 
to  find  rules  for  making  their  ingenious  productions 
either  in  their  books  or  converfation. 

The  {team  of  hot  water  has  of  late  been  fucceff- 
fully  appHed  to  facilitate  the  procefs  of  bleaching  in 
England,  and  fharp  contefts  are  maintained  among 
the  artills  for  the  priority  of  the  difcovery  :  yet  there 
is  full  evidence  that  the  invention  belongs  to  the  Hin- 
doos, by  whom  it  is  pradifed  from  time  immemorial ; 
and  that  the  difcovery  was  cafually  picked  up  from 
the  converfation  of  a  gentleman  lately  returned  from 
that  country. 

The  calamus  aromaticus,  or  Cufleb  el  deriera 
of  the  Arabians,  known  in  India  by  the  common  ap- 
pellation of  Cheretta,  though  in  high  repute  here,  is  in 
Europe  fo  little  known,  that  the  botanical  charaders 
of  this  plant  in  the  Linnasan  fyftem  are  yet  unafcer- 
tained.  This  fubftance  ranks  very  high  in  the  native 
penzaries  as  a  ftomachic,  and  is  there  as  common  as 
Peruvian  bark  ;  yet  in  Europe  the  medical  writers, 
fmce  the  days  of  Diofcorides  and  Theophraftus,  have 
difputed  whether  it  be  a  root  or  a  reed,  till  a  learned 

phyfician 
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phyficlan  lately  defcribed  the  plant,  and  afferted  that 
he  has  not  the  fmallefl  doubt,  that  it  will  prove  a  moft 
valuable  addition  to  our  Materia  Medica.  In  India, 
as  in  Europe,  fome  medicines  have  obtained  the  cha- 
ra£ler  of  univerfal  fpeciiics  in  almoft  every  difeafe  : 
Of  this  the  Bit  Noben,  or  Sal  Indus  is  a  ftriking  ex- 
ample :  if  we  believe  fome  of  the  eaftern  practi- 
tioners, this  noftrum,  which  they  regard  as  the  pabu- 
lum falutis,  is  a  fort  of  panaccea  for  all  "  the  ills  that 
fiefh  is  heir  to."  Without  admitting  the  fanciful  and 
exaggerated  defcriptions  of  the  merit  of  particular 
medicines,  there  is  little  doubt  that  many  ufeful  dif- 
coveries  may  arife  from  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  Hindoo  pharmacy,  imperfed  as  it  has  bithertg* 
been  confidered. 


^FCT. 


SECT.  XXXVIIL 


OF  THE  SPORTS  AND  DIVERSIONS  OF  THE  NATIVES  OF 

HINDOSTAN. 


Calcutta,  Jan.  1798. 

The  amufements  and  diverfions,  both  of  the  Hin- 
doos and  Muffuhnans  in  this  country,  are  ftrongly 
charafteriftic  of  that  lifelefs  inactivity  which  fo  gene- 
rally prevails  in  all  hot  climates.  The  game  of  pau- 
cheefs,  (twenty  five)  which  bears  fome  refemblance 
to  chefs  or  drafts,  and  is  played  by  two  natives  re- 
clining on  their  fides,  with  a  fmall  chequered  carpet 
placed  between  them,  is  the  general  entertainment  of 
the  idle,  when  not  overpowered  with  lleep  or  intoxi- 
cation. 

Whole  days  are  fpent  in  watching  the  movements 
of  the  adverfary's  tefferas,  or  in  planning  evolutions  of 
their  own  ;  and  their  habits  are  completely  gratified, 
if  by  nightly  agitating  the  mind,  and  awakening  their 
attention,  a  confcioufnefs  of  exiflence  is  preferved,  and 
made  compatible  with  corporeal  inadion, 

3  The 
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The  ufual  languor  and  apathy  of  the  nurfery  and 
Zenana,  are  'bmetimes  animated  by  the  fong  and  the 
dance  ;  the  entertainment  is  purchafed  from  hired 
aerformers,  who  are  frequently  Perfian  ftrollers,  and 
ufe  the  poems  and  mufic  of  their  own  country.  A 
variety  of  inflruments  on  the  principle  of  the  drum 
and  guitar,  make  a  part  of  the  accompani- 
ment, but  it  is  only  on  feafons  of  mirth  and  feftivity, 
that  a  Hindoo  entertainment  aifumes  a  fpirit  of  viva- 
city fo  far  above  their  ufual  tone  of  animation.  Story 
telling  is  a  more  frequent  amufement ;  and  one  in 
which  they  are  faid  to  excel  ;  but  flrangers  feldom 
attain  fuch  proficiency  in  the  language  as  can  entitle 
them  to  judge :  They  are  equally  incapable  to  appre- 
ciate the  merits  of  the  Hindoo  fong,  which  is  fnnple, 
melodious,  and  lender;  but  as  the  fubjeft  generally 
turns  on  the  adventures  of  fome  favourite  prince  or 
warrior,  the  intereft  is  loft,  from  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  hiftory  to  which  it  alludes. 

Hunting  Is  a  favourite  occupation  among  ail 
nations ;  at  firft  it  is  purfued  from  neceiTity  of  fubduing 
the  ferocious  animals,  and  of  procuring  food,  and  is 
afterwards  followed  as  an  amufement.  In  Hindoftan 
which  abounds  in  all  kinds  of  game,  and  where 
many  of  the  fierceft  animals  are  ftill  imextirpated, 
the  labours  of  the  chace  are  purfued  with  the  fame 
earneftnefs  and  avidity,  as  in  thofe  ancient  days  when 
they  fignalifed  heroes,  and  diefied  Hercules.  In  no 
occupation  are  the  different  races  feen  more  cordi- 
ally to  cooperate,  than  in  fuch  exercifes  of  the  field ; 

Europeans, 
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Europeans,  Moguls,  and  Hindoos  are  there  equally 
divefled  of  their  habitual  indolence  and  natural  aver- 
fions,  and  concur  with  one  heart  and  one  mind,  in 
the  purfuit  and  dcflruction  of  the  common  enemy. 

When  the  Nawab  of  Oude  fets  out  on  a  hunting 
party,  he  is  accompanied  not  only  with  his  court,  con- 
fiding of  Europeans  and  natives,  but  efcorted  with  a 
large  detatchment  of  his  army.  The  officers  are 
mounted  on  elephants  or  horfes,  the  riders  are  arm- 
ed with  fpears  and  muilvets,  and  proceed  in  regular 
order  to  the  field  where  the  tygers  are  known  to  fre- 
quent j  there  by  thinning  their  ranks  and  deploying  to 
the  right  and  left,  they  furround  the  whole  dillrid : 
the  tyger,  and  ail  the  animals  enclofed  within  the 
circle  retreat  towards  the  center,  where  they  are 
gradually  followed  up  by  the  converging  ranks  tilt 
they  arrive  within  muiTiet  (hot  of  the  prey ;  then  a 
general  attack  commences,  and  the  poor  animals 
willing  to  fave  their  Hves  at  any  rifk,  pufn  through  the 
farrounding  multitude,  or  perifli  in  the  attempt.  In 
this  perilous  amufement  it  fometimes  happens  that  in- 
dividuals lofe  their  lives;  for  the  tyger  inthe  paroxifm 
of  rage  and  defpair,  tears  to  pieces  whofoever  comes 
jn  his  way  ;  nor  are  even  the  elephants  and  their 
riders' fecure  from  their  refentment ;  for  he  has  been 
known  to  leap  into  a  howdah  and  tear  away  the 
rider.  In  this  a^,  a  very  large  one  was  killed  by 
Sujah  Dowlah,  a  prince  who  was  remarkably  fond 
of  hunting,  and  was  efteemed  the  bed  m.arkefman 
of  the  age.   Private  hunting  pardes  of  Europeans  and 
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natives,  from  their  inferior  number  and  ftrength, 
generally  deem  it  prudent  not  to  furround  the  tyger 
completely,  but  allow  him  on  one  fide  free  egrefs, 
that  he  may  not  by  defpair  be  compelled  to  attack 
any  individual. 

The  deer,  which  are  here  in  vaft  number  and  va- 
riety, are  purfued  and  taken  in  nearly  the  fame  man- 
ner ;  only  they  are  fet  upon  by  the  chittar,  a  fpecies 
of  panther,  which  is  carried  by  four  men  in  a  co- 
vered palanquin,  and  placed  near  them. 

In  tyger-hunting  the  poor  ryuts  feel,  perhaps, 
greater  gratification  than  their  fuperiors,  for  in  fome 
fequeftrated  fpots,  the  tygers  are  a  fevere  annoyance 
both  to  the  natives  and  their  cattle,  who  fall  annu- 
ally a  facrifice  to  their  depredations.  The  natives 
are,  therefore,  well  pleafed  to  condu£l  a  party  of 
Europeans  to  the  haunts  of  the  tyger,  and  feem 
grateful  for  their  aid  in  dedroying  thefe  formidable 
animals,  "  In  1795,  as  a  party  of  gentlemen  were 
in  purfuit  of  fnipes  in  the  vicinity  of  Dum  Dum, 
they  unexpeftedly  roufed  a  royal  tyger,  which  had 
been  deftrutlive  to  the  neighbourhood.  The  ani- 
mal immediately  feized  on  the  firft  perfon  near  him, 
which  happened  to  be  a  native  fervant  who  carried 
a  gun,  and  killed  him  upon  the  fpot. 

•'  The  gentlemen,  though  alarmed,  did  not  retire 
from  the  place  when  the  accident  happened  without 
attempting  to  refcue  the  poor  man  from  the  jaws  of 
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the  monfter.  They  difcharged  their  pieces,  but  as 
they  were  all  loaded  with  fmall  fhot,  they  made  no 
fenfible  impreflion  upon  him. 

"  Intelligence  of  this  unfortunate  affair  Vv^as 
immediately  difpatched  to  Calcutta,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  fome  keen  fportfmen,  who  delight  in  the 
manly  exercife  and  dangerous  amufement  of  tyger 
hunting.  They  were  without  delay  armed  and 
mounted  on  elephants,  and  not  long  after  coming 
to  the  ground  they  found  the  tyger  weltering  in 
gore.  An  immediate  attack  began,  but  inftead  of 
retreating,  the  tyger  made  a  fpring  and  faftened 
upon  one  of  the  elephants.  The  driver  was  not  dif- 
mayed,  and  by  a  fevere  blow  flruck  with  his  hook 
on  a  tender  part  of  the  animal,  he  forced  him  to 
quit  his  hold.  Several  fliots  were  even  then  fired 
at  hiiii,  and  though  mod  of  them  took  place,  yet 
none  had  touched  a  vital  part.  The  animal  became 
furious  J  beyond  defcription,  run  at  and  charged 
every  thing  that  came  near  him,  till  one  of  the 
party,  well  known  for  his  prowefs,  intrepidly  ad- 
vanced, and  with  a  hog-fpear  pinned  the  monfter 
to  the  ground'*.* 

Hawking  is  a  frequent  diverfion  among  the  ^ 
natives  of  diftindion,  as  it  was  formerly  in  Europe.  1 
Hares  and  foxes  are  killed  by  the  larger  hawks,  ' 
*ind  patridges,  quails  and  other  game  by  the  fmaller 

kinds. 
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kinds.  Befides  falconers,  fowlers,  fifhermen,  and 
gangs  of  gamekeepers  for  the  chace,  men  of  for- 
tune In  Hindoftan  entertain  alfo  perfons  verfed  in 
the  pracllce  of  catching  wild  animals  by  allurement, 
difguife,  enfnaring,  ambuih,  fafcination,  and  other 
flratagems,  in  which  they  are  extremely  fuccefsful. 
Selling  wild  foxes,  jackalls,  and  other  animals  for 
fport  to,  Europeans  is  a  common  pradice  of  fome  of 
the  poorer  claiTes.  Almoft  every  kind  of  game  is 
to  be  purchafed  from  this  clafs  of  men  who  earn  a 
fubfiflence  by  killing  them  ;  they  are  called  Sigurce 
Wallachs,  in  the  native  dialed. 

Europeans  are  certainly  far  outdone  by  the  na- 
tives in  the  flratagems  employed  for  enfnaring  wild 
animals.  When  they  are  defirous  of  taking  jackalls 
alive,  two  men  approach  their  holes,  and  begin  to 
mimick  the  cries  of  the  young  ones,  while  they 
gambol  and  play  about ;  this  yelping  noife  foon  in- 
veigles the  male,  who  advancing  firft,  is  entangled 
in  a  fnare  laid  for  the  purpofe  ;  on  continuing  the 
fame  kind  of  noife  the  female  foon  follows  the  male, 
and  is  alfo  entrapped  by  the  fame  apparatus. 

A  GREAT  variety  of  fifh  is  fupplied  by  the  rivers, 
lakes,  and  tanks  of  Hindoftan,  and  there  is,  perhaps, 
no  art  or  device  praclifed  in  catching  them  in  Europe 
that  is  not  in  ufe  upon  the  Ganges  :  in  the  eaft,  how- 
ever, the  art  of  fifliing  is  oftener  pradifed  as  a  mean 
of  fubfiftance  by  the  poor,  than  as  a  diverfion  among 
the  idle. — Wild   duck   and   other  water   fowl   are 
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caught  in  India,  by  people  wading  or  fwlmming  the 
lakes,  either  with  an  earthen  pot  over  their  heads,  or 
the  artificial  reprefentation  of  a  duck,  failiioned  fo  as 
to  put  on  Hke  a  cap :  by  this  contrivance,  they  get 
clofe  enough  to  the  geefe,  widgeon  or  teal,  to  pull 
them  under  water  by  the  feet,  till  they  have  filled  a 
girdle  made  of  netting,  or  tied  or  twifted  one  of 
their  wings,  fo  as  to  let  them  fioat  on  the  water  with- 
out hazarding  their  efcape.  All  this  is  efFecled  with- 
out difturbing  the  reft  of  the  flocks  upon  the  Iake,_ 
and  with  fo  much  eafe  and  fuccefs,  that  they  can  af- 
ford to  fell  ducks  fo  taken  at  a  penny  or  three-half- 
pence a-piece. 

HiNDosTAN  is  probably  the  native  country  of  the 
Peacock  and  Barndoor  Fov/1 ;  for  they  are  here 
found  in  great  abundance  in  their  wild  ftate,  and  not 
only  afford  excellent  fport,  but  are  the  moil  beauti- 
ful of  the  feathered  race.  Domeftication,  it  would 
Teem,  however  much  it  may  encreafe  varieties  of  the 
different  tribes,  but  feldom  adds  to  their  beauty. 
•AccOrdiiigly,  all  the  varieties  of  the  pheafant  tribe, 
which  are  numerous  in  the  upper  parts  of  India,  dif- 
play  the  mofl:  rich  and  fplendid  plumage  ;  the  fpot- 
ted,  the  fpeckled,  the  golden,  and  Gorackpore  phea- 
fants,  are  perhaps  the  moft  brilliant  of  the  feathered 
race  ;  the  catching  of  thefcj  and  the  vaft  varieties  of 
game  in  India,  has  given  rife  to  numerous  gangs  of 
profefiional  hunters,  v/hofe  conftant  experience,  and 
great  dexterity,  has  enriched  their  art  with  many 
contrivances  unknown  in  the  weftern  world. 
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In  feats  of  agility  and  legerdemain,  the  Indians 
feem  alfo  to  enjoy  an  inconteftible  fuperiority  over 
us,  which  probably  arifes  from  the  fame  caufe  of 
purfuing  thefe  arts  as  a  diftinct  and  condant  profef- 
fion.  The  jugglers  feldom  ereft  a  ftage  in  any  part 
of  the  eaft  that  is  not  foon  crowded  with  numerous 
fpeclators  ;  and  the  feats  they  perform,  it  were  much 
more  eafy  to  relate,  than  to  command  the  reader's 
alfent  to  their  reahtv  and  truth.  Their  feats  in  the 
management  of  fon>e  fnakes  exceed  all  credibility  : 
and  the  cruel  amufement  of  fighting  fom^  of  the  poi- 
fonous  kinds  with  the  mongoofe  is  attended  with  a 
circumflance  which  I  have  heard  denied  by  one  of 
the  greatefl  naturalifts  in  your  country.  The  mou* 
goofe  when  bit,  utters  piercing  cries  occafioned  by 
the  pain  of  his  wound,  till  he  reach  a  kind  of  grafs, 
which  he  no  fooner  taftes,  than  he  is  relieved,  when 
he  inflantly  returns  to  the  combat.  The  conflict 
continues  fometimes  for  an  hour,  in  the  lapfe  of  which 
he  may  have  been  bitten  tvv^enty  times  and  cured  as 
often  ;  till  taught  by  experience,  he  feizes  the  fnake 
by  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  from  thq  impoflibility 
of  its  then  biting  him  lie  is  enabled  to  fqueeze  it  to 
death.  The  field  of  battle,  after  the  clofeft  examina- 
tion, did  not  exhibit  on  its  furface  any  pecuUar  grafs 
— the  mofl  prevalent  was  the  doob,  or  common  grafs 
of  the  plain. 

In  balancing,  the  mod  furprifmg  feats  are  peribrm- 
ed  ;  becaufc  they  arc  the  cileel  of  mere  fkill  without 
any  poflibility  of  deception  :  a  frequent  exhibition  is 
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that  of  placing  five  of  the  common  earthen  Vvater  ■ 
pots  upon  a  man's  head  ;  a  girl  mounts  upon  the 
uppermoft,  and  thus  balancing  the  pots  and  the  girl, 
the  man  dances  round  the  field.  The  fame  perfon 
balances  a  pole  of  fixteen  feet  long,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  fixed  into  a  thick  cotton  fafh  or  girdle :  an- 
other man  gets  upon  his  back,  and  from  thence  run^ 
up  the  pole,  his  hands  aiding  his  feet,  with  the  nim- 
blenefs  of  a  fquirrel.  He  then  proceeds,  firft,  to  ex- 
tend himfelf  on  the  pole  upon  his  belly,  and  then 
upon  his  back,  his  legs  and  arnis  both  times  fpread 
out.  He  next  throws  himfelf  horizontally  from  the 
pole,  Avhich  is  all  the  while  balanced  on  the  girdle, 
holdingonly  by  his  arms.  This  attitude  among  the 
tumblers  is  called  the  flag.  Thirdly,  he  flands  upon 
his  head  on  the  top  of  the  pole,  holding  below  the 
fummii  with  his  hands.  Finally,  he  throws  himfelf 
from  this  lafl  pofition  backwards  down  the  pole,  hold- 
ing by  his  hands,  then  turns  over  again  holding  by  his 
feet,  and  this  is  repeated  over  and  over,  till  he  reaches 
the  ground.  Thefe  and  a  thoufand  other  feats  confii- 
tutethe  amufement  of  the  idle,  and  the  fubfiflence  of 
a  numerous  clafs  of  ftrollers.  A  detailed  account  of 
them  is  given  by  Colonel  Ironfide,  and  preferved  iii 
the  Afiatic  Regifter,  a  work  ably  executed,  and  con- 
flituting  the  moil  valuable  repofitory  of  oriental 
knowledge  hitherto  in  the  poffeiTion  of  the  F.nglilli 
yeader, 
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GENERAL  SKETCH  Of  THE  MAHRATTA  GOVERNMENT. 


Chunar^         179^. 

Before  I  left  Europe,  I  freely  own  that  I  entertained 
the  fame  erroneous  notion  regarding  the  influence  of 
the  Britifli  government  on  the  peace  and  fecurity  of 
the  natives  of  Afia,  which  were  then  prevalent  in 
England.  The  idea  of  foreigners  making  fuch  vafl 
and  rapid  conquells  in  a  diflant  country,  was,  in  my 
mind,  clofely  allied  v/ith  much  mifery,  rapine,  and 
oppreffion,  exercifed  againll  the  unwarlike  and  paf- 
live  Hindoos.  The  forcible  pofleflion  of  a  country 
which,  by  immemorial  prefcription,  the  bed  of  all 
rights,  was  their  own  ;  with  me  I  confefs  militated 
againfl  the  very  firH:  principles  of  juftice.  It  was 
only  by  the  irrefiflible  evidence  of  a  thoufand  facts, 
and  daily  obfervation,  that  I  have  been  forced  to  a- 
bandon  thofe  opinions  which  v/ere  cherifhed  not  mere- 
ly as  virtuous,  but  a  part  of  myfelf.     I  am  fully  con- 
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vinced  that  the  conqueft  of  Afia  by  Europeans,  has 
not  been  a  fevere  difpenfation,  but  a  grand  and  ufeful 
remedy  for  the  innumerable  evils  which  they  fufFered. 

Upon  your  mind  I  have  little  hope  of  producing 
the  fame  convidion :  The  Barbary  ftates  however, 
Egypt  and  the  whole  Turkilh  empire,  have  long  re- 
mained in  fuch  a  ilate  of  barbarous  anarchy,  that 
even  an  Englifhman  could  believe  they  might  be  bene- 
fited by  a  conqueft.  After  what  I  have  witnefled,  I 
have  no  difficulty  in  admitting  that  the  government  of 
the  moil  unprincipled  nation  in  Europe,  would  pro- 
duce a  defirable  amelioration  of  its  condition. 

The  Mogul  government  at  no  period  offered  full 
fecurity  to  the  prince,  flili  lefs  to  his  vaflals  ;  and  to 
J3eafg.nts  the  moft  fcanty  proteftion  of  all.  It  was  a 
continued  tilTue  of  violence  and  infurreftion,  treache- 
ry and  punifliment,  under  which  neither  commerce 
nor  the  arts  could  profper,  nor  agriculture  affume 
the  appearance  of  a  fyilem :  Its  downfall  gave  rife  to 
a  ftate  ftill  more  aiHidive,  fmce  anarchy  is  worfe  than 
mifrule.  The  Mahomedan  r;;overnment,  wretched  as 
it  was,  the  European  nations  have  not  the  merit  of 
overturning.  It  fell  beneath  the  weight  of  its  own 
corruption,  and  had  already  been  fucceeded  by  the 
multifarious  tyranny  of  petty  chiefs,  whofe  right  to 
govern  confided  in  their  treafon  to  the  ftate,  and 
whofe  exa(5lions  on  the  peafants  were  as  boundlefs  as 
their  avarice.  The  rents  to  government  were,  and 
where  natives  rule,  flill  are  levied  twice  a-year,  by  a 
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mercilefs  banditti,  under  the  femblance  of  an  army, 
who  wantonly  deftroy  or  carry  off  whatever  part 
of  the  produce  may  fatisfy  their  caprice,  or  fatiate 
their  avidity,  after  having  hunted  the  ill-fated  peafants 
from  the  villages  to  the  woods,  i^ny  attempt  of  the 
peafants  to  defend  their  pcrfons  or  property  Avithin 
the  mud  walls  of  their  villages,  only  calls  for  the  more 
fignal  vengeance  on  thofe  ufeful,  but  ill-fated  mortals. 
They  are  then  furrounded  and  attacked  with  mufliet- 
ry  and  field-pieces  till  refillancc  ceafes,  when  the  fur- 
vivors  are  fold,  and  their  habitations  burnt  and  level- 
led with  the  ground.  Hence  you  will  frequently 
meet  with  the  ryuts  gathering  up  the  fcattered  rem- 
nants of  Vv'hat  had  yefterday  been  their  habitation, 
if  fear  has  permitted  them  to  return  ;  but  oftener  the 
ruins  are  feen  fmoking,  after  a  fecond  vifitation  of 
this  kind  ;  without  the  appearance  of  a  human  being 
to  interrupt  the  awful  filence  of  defolation. 

This  defcription  does  not  apply  to  theMahomme- 
dan  chieftains  alone  ;  it  is  equally  applicable  to  the 
Rajahs  in  the  diftricls  governed  by  Hindoos.  Thefe 
two  races  of  men,  however  diftincl  they  continue  in 
certain  modes  and  obfervances,  are  very  much  afli- 
milated  in  barbarity,  and  in  ignorance  of  the  art  of 
governm.ent :  Their  neighbourhood,  occafions  a  per- 
petual intercourfe  of  war  or  contention,  which 
ftrengthens  every  malevolent  principle  to  a  degree,  in- 
compatible either  with  peace  or  improvement.  This 
is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  Hindoos  are  regain- 
ing the  fovereignty  of  their  ancient  poffefiions.     A' 
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prefent  the  Mahratta  people  extend  their  fway  m  one 
form  or  another,  from  the  bay  of  Bengal,  to  the 
river  Indus.  The  degraded  Hindoo  fovereign  is  re- 
inflated  in  the  Myfore,  fo  that  this  ancient  people  have 
recovered  more  than  one  half  of  India.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  this  immenfe  diftricl,  agriculture  is  in  a 
very  imperfecl  ftate,  and  in  that  llate  it  muft  continue 
from  the  oppreffions  of  petty  tyrants  in  their  own  dif- 
tiids,  or  the  external  evils  occafioned  by  the  wars  of 
contending  chieftains. 

The  following  obfervations  felected  from  an  ac- 
.  count  of  this  people  by  William  H.  Tone,  command- 
er of  a  regiment  in  the  fervice  of  the  Pefliwah,  are 
entitled  to  be  regarded  as  the  mod  authentic  that  have 
yet  been  communicated  on  this  fubjecl.  From  a  long 
refidence  in  the  country,  and  a  minute  perfonal  ob- 
fervation  of  their  manners,  this  gentleman  has  en- 
joyed very  fuperior  advantages  in  elucidating  ^his 
fubjecl. 

"  I  know  not  under  v/hat  precife  head  to  arrange 
the  form  of  the  Mahratta  government.  It  is  not, 
llriclly  fpeaking,  a  complete  monarchy:  they  have  no 
titled  nobility ;  of  confequence  it  does  not  come  un- 
der the  definition  of  an  ariftocracy  ;  the  people  have 
no  weight ;  it  is  therefore  no  democracy.  It  would 
perhaps  be  beil  defcribed,  by  refembling  it  to  the 
circles  of  Germany,  as  a  military  republic,  compofed 
of  chiefs  independent  of  each  other  ;  acknowledging 
as  their  fupreme  head,  the  Pefhwah,  who  is  himfelf 
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(he  fuppofed  minifter  of  the  Satarah  Rajah.     Their 
fubmiffion,  however,  Is  in  many  particulars  merely- 
nominal.     The  unfortunate   defcendant  of  Sevajee, 
though  lefs  than  a  cypher,  has  fome  occafional  at- 
tentions paid  to  him.     No  Pefhwa  can  be  appointed 
without  receiving   the  kelat  of  inveiliture  from  his 
hands.    Whenever  the  Pefliwa  takes  the  field  in  per- 
fon,  he  mufl  previoufly  receive  an  audience  of  leave 
from  the  Rajah.     The  country  circumjacent  to  Sat- 
tarah,  enjoys  an  exemption  from  military  depredations 
of  all  kinds  ;   and  whenever  any  chief  enters  this  di- 
flria,  all  enfigns  of  royalty  are  laid  afide ;   and  the 
nagara,  or  great  drum'  of  the  empire  ceafes  to  beat. 
Thefe,  I  believe,  are  the  o^ly  marks  of  attention  paid 
to  the  nominal  head  of  this  powerful  government;  in 
other  particulars,  he  is  a  clofe  priibner  on  a  very  mo- 
derate allowance.     The  prefent  Rajah  was  fome  few 
years  back,  a  private    filladar,  or  commandant   of 
horfe  ;  but  being  unfortunately  of  the  blood  of  Seva- 
jee, on  the  demife  of  his  predeceflbr,  he  was  exalted 
from  a  ftate  of  happy  obfcurity,  to  the  fplended  mi- 
fery  of  a  throne  and  a  prifon. 

Every  thing  refpecling  this  extraordinary  people, 
becomes  an  objeft  of  curi.ofity,  as  they  appear  a  kind 
cf  phenomenon  in  the  world  of  oriental  politics^ 
Their  principles  of  government  excite  our  attention^ 
as  they  difcover  a  mode  of  thinking  and  afting,  totaU 
ly  dilFerlng  from  the  regular  fyftem  of  European 
policy.  The  very  local  arrangements  of  empire  arc 
peculiar  j  the  territory  of  the  different  chiefs  being 

blende^ 
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blended  or  inteiTperfed  with  each  other.  Part  of  the 
Pciliwa's  dominions  lie  on  the  fea  coaft,  and  part  on 
the  northward  of  Delhi.  It  is  alfo  no  uncommon 
thing  for  a  pergunnah,  fometimes  a  fingle  town,  to 
belong  to  two  or  three  different  chiefs :  fome  are  even 
the  joint  property  of  the  Pefnwa  and  the  Nizam,  A 
difpofition  fo  chequered,  ftrikes  me  as  having  a  ten- 
dency to  weaken  the  combined  ftrength  of  the  whole; 
but  whether  this  be  the  effect  of  pohcy  or  accident, 
I  confefs  I  cannot  determine. 

The  Peihwa,  though  the  acknowledged  head  of 
the  empire,  has  but  very  little  territory  in  his  own 
hands:  the  Soubadary  of  Amedabad,  worth  about 
fixty  lacks  a  year,  is  the  largeft  diftricb  he  poffeffes. 
Some  of  the  great  perfonages  of  the  Pognah  Sircar 
hold  jagheers  from  the  ftate  by  right  of  office,  which 
being  independent  of  the  Pefliwa,  are  very  valuable. 
That  lately  held  by  Purferam  Bow,  was  worth  thirty 
lacks  annually.  Ruflia  Foncia,  or,  as  he  is  termed,  the 
Tope  Koonah  Walla,  an  officer  correfponding  to  our 
mailer-general  of  ordinance,  Firkia  and  many  others, 
have  very  confiderable  revenues ;  but  the  mere  land- 
ed income  in  the  hands  of  the  Peihwa,  is  very  trifling : 
His  refources  depend  upon  the  contributions  of  the 
other  members  of  the  empire,  which  every  thing  in- 
cluded, do  not  exceed  four  crore  of  rupees  a  year. 

In  the  great  durbar  of  Poonah,  all  the  higher 
offices  are  hereditary.     The  Dewan*,  Furnavefe^f 

'ChiiJtavefe 
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Chilnavefe*,  and  even  the  commander  in  chief  oi* 
holder  of  the  jerry-put  f  are  all  fituations  held  by 
defcent ;  and  fo  much  is  this  rule  adhered  to,  that  no 
pelhwa  has  ever  prefumed  to  invade  it.  The  cuflom, 
however,  does  not  obtain  in  the  inferior  durbars. 

It  is  one  peculiar  feature  of  the  Mahratta  govern- 
ment, that  the  empire  always  confiders  itfelf  as  in  a 
Hate  of  war.  This  circumflance  entirely  refults 
from  the  unfettled  and  fluftuating  Itate  of  the  inter- 
nal government :  their  recent  acquifitions  in  Hin- 
doftan  are  held  only  by  the  fvvord  ;  and  they  are 
under  the  neceffity  of  compelling  the  payment  of  the 
Chout,  always  given  with  reludance,  or  extorted  by 
a6tual  force.  But,  independent  of  thefe  motives, 
war  is  with  them  a  fource  of  revenue  ;  as  the  diffe- 
rent chiefs  of  the  empire  make  annual  campaigns  in 
the  few  diftrifts  which  have  not  yet  been  brought  to 
a  flate  of  fubjection,  or  actual  fervitude.  Thefe  mi- 
litary excurfions  are  termed  Muluk-ghere,  two  Per- 
fian  words,  which  fignify  taking  poifeiTicn  of  ter- 
ritory. 

This  eternal  warfare  is  the  caufe  of  an  enormous 
expence  ;  to  fupply  which  the  Mahrattas  have  many 
modes  of  finance  ;  but  the  mofl  prevailing  one  is 
that  of  anticipating  their  revenues.  It  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  enlarge  on  the  defects  of  a  fyftem  fo  ob- 

vioully 
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vloully  pernicious.     Thefe  mortgages  upon  the  ter-» 
ritorial  revenue  are  negociated  by  wealthy  Soucars, 
between  whom  and  the  minifter  there  always  exifts 
a  proper  underftanding ;   they   are  frequently  at  a 
difcount  of  thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  and  then  paid  in 
the   moil  depreciated  currency.     This  ruinous  me- 
thod of  raifmg  the  fupplies,  arifes  from  the  unfettled 
flate  of  the  country,  which  induces  government  to 
prefer  a  certain  fum  in  hand,  though  at  an  enormous 
ufury,  to  the  poiTible  receipt  of  a  precarious  reve- 
nue at  the  expiration  of  three  or  four  years,  to  which 
extent  they  are  frequently  anticipated.     In  fuch  di- 
ftrifts  as  remain  in  the  management  of  the  Sircar, 
the  taxes  are  raifed  according  to  the  ufages  of  the 
highell:  antiquity,  and  are  generally  very  moderate. 
The  duties  on  common  commodities,  on  a  grofs  efti- 
mate,  never  exceed  five  per  cent,  except  on  Ghee, 
which  amount  to  fifty.     The  revenue  refulting  from 
the  proprietary  right  to  the  foil,  which  is  one  half  of 
the  produce ;   the   Chout  paid  by  the  Nizam,  and 
the  plunder  raifed  by  Moulukghere',  form  the  grand 
pecuniary  refources  of  the  Mahratta  empire.     Thefe, 
though  amounting  to  a  vafl  fum,   are  far  fhort  of 
the  current  expences.     The  conquered  country  in 
Hindoftan,  exhaufled  by  continual  depredations,  is 
no   longer  capable   to  furnifli  a  fmgle  rupee.     The 
entire  wealth  of  this  once  rich  country,  is  buried  in 
the  private  treafuries  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  and  loft 
to  all  the  purpofes  of  circulation.     So  great  is  the 
fcarcity  of  fpecie  in  the  upper  provinces,  that  for 
thefe  two  years  paft,  §cindia  has  been  obliged  to  ex- 
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tort  money  from  the  Poonah  government  for  the 
payment  of  his  vaft  armies  in  Plindoftan. 

In  the  different  governments  of  the  native  powers, 
as  in  the  mofl  defpotic  ones,  the  prince,  milefs  he 
poffeffes  great  talents,  is  merely  a  cypher  ;  the  De- 
wan,  or  minifler,  has  all  the  authority  in  his  hands. 
This  office  is  univerfally  beftowed  on  the  perfon  who 
gives  the  greatefl  nuzzur,  or  more  properly  fpeaking, 
can  furnifli  a  fum  to  anfwer  fome  particular  exigence 
of  the  ftate  :   for  an  inability  to  fupply  money  for 
current  expences,  is  always  fure  to  difpiace  a  mini- 
fter.     The  prince  having  taken  the  bribe,  often  a- 
mounting  to  many  lacks  of  rupees,  the  objeft  of  the 
purchafer  is  to  remburfe  himfelf.     Here  the  great 
door  to  corruption  is  thrown  open  :   every  office  is 
fet  up  to  au£lion,  and  knocked  down  to  the  highcft 
bidder,  without  regarding  any  qualification  but  the 
price.      Every  fituation,  Komifdars,  Killadars,  and 
places,  are  difpofed  of  in  public  market.     No  check 
can  be  given  to  confequential  peculation.     He  that 
fiiould  puniffi  the  delinquent,  has  himfelf  fet  the  ex- 
ample, and  is  equally  implicated  in  his  guilt.     The 
very  man  that  has  bought  his  office,  is  not  certain  of 
holding  it  a  year  :  this  confideration  gives  additional 
keennefs  to  his  avarice,  till  it  gets  whetted  to  the 
highefl  degree,  and  he  extorts  from  the  unfortunate 
Ryut  the  produft  of  his  labour,  without  compunc- 
tion.     Thus  he  plunders  without  mercy  the   very 
fubjecl  it  is  his  duty  to  protect:.    If  this  tyrant  be  re- 
moved, the  evil  is  by  no  means  removed  with  him ; 

for 
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for  his  fucceflbr,  if  he  buys  his  office,  (and  on  no 
other  terms  will  he  get  it),  will  moft  certainly  be 
equally  rapacious  and  unprincipled. 

It  is  from  caufes  of  this  kind,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
people  are  almoft  without  property.  Few  under  a 
Mahratta  government  have  any  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring wealth,  except  the  powerful  Brahmins,  who 
hold  offices  in  the  Durbar.  Their  avarice  is  infa- 
tiable  ;  and  if  ever  the  madnefs  of  accumulation 
was  marked  with  the  highefl  degree  of  folly,  it  is  in 
the  prefent  inflance :  for  although  the  Brahmin  may 
be  permitted  to  go  on  even  for  years  in  every  prac- 
tice of  extortion,  his  wealth  at  laft  excites  the  atten- 
tion of  the  piince,  when  he  is  obliged  to  difgorge, 
and  is  perhaps  ordered  to  a  Kella  for  life.  If  he 
happens  to  die  while  in  office,  his  property  is  gene- 
rally fequeftrated  by  the  Sircar.  In  this  cafe  his  fa- 
mily is  provided  for,  either  by  a  penfion,.  or  other- 
wife  ;  and  the  cuflom  of  plunder,  which  is  called 
Goonogere  *,  forms  one  very  confiderable  part  of 
the  contingent  revenue. 

Upon  the  v/hole,  I  believe,  there  is  not  upon  re- 
cord an  example  of  any  government  fo  little  calcu- 
lated to  give  protedion  to  the  fubjeft,  as  the  fluc- 
tuating and  unfceady  fyflem  of  the  Mahrattas  :  an 
adminiftration  formed  of  rapacity,  corruption,  and 

infla- 
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inftability,  affords  but  little  hope  of  domeftic  happi- 
nefs,  or  public  fecurity.     To  this  grand  fource  may 
be  afcribed  the  accumulated  mifery  of  the  people  ; 
opprelfion,  poverty,  and  famine,  which  lafl  appears 
the  appropriated  curfe  of  this  country.     When  we 
reflect  on  the  great  fertility  of  Hindoflan  in  general, 
it  is  amazing  to  confider  the  frequency  of  this  dread- 
ful vifitation.     It  is  evidently  not  owing  to  any  fleri- 
iity  in  the  foil  or  climate,  fince  there  are  many  fea- 
fons  that  yield  two  or  three  crops  j  the  evil  mud  be 
traced  to  fome  pohtical  caufe ;    and  it  requires  b.ut 
little  penetration  to  difcover  it  in  the  avarice  and  ex- 
tortion of  the  various  governments.     In  a  country 
fuch  as  this,  where  revolutions  are  fo  common,  the 
great  fpur  to  induftry,  that  of  fecurity,  is  taken  a- 
way  :  the  Ryut,  who  cultivates  his  ground  this  year 
is  by  no  means  fure  of  pofleffing  it  the  next :  if  he 
fliould,  it  is  highly  probable  that  under  a  govern- 
ment that  holds  its  fway  only  by  the  fword,  fome 
large  detachipent   may  be  quartered  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood :  no  greater  blow  can  be  given  to  induf- 
try;  for  a  Mahratta  army  is  more  indefatigably  de- 
ft ructive  than  myriads  of  locufts.     The  property  of 
friends  and  enemies  falls  equally  a  prey  to  their  un- 
diftinguifhing    depredations.     Hence  no  man  raifes 
more  grain  than  is  barely  fufficient  for  himfelf ;  and 
the  produce  of  the  year  is  juft  equivalent  to  its  con- 
fumption.    The  confequcnce  is,  as  there  are  no  pub- 
lic granaries,  that  the  tirft  unfavourable  feafon  pro- 
duces a  famine  :  the  inhabitants  abandon  their  fields, 
and  either  fly  to  the  coaft,  or  to  fome  ether  place. 
Vol.  I.  B  b  where 
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where  the  famine  has  prevailed  lefs.  This  new  ac- 
ceffion  of  people  produces  a  famine  there  alfo,  and 
the  evil  becomes  univerfal. 

It  is  at  this  period,  that  the  traveller  beholds  the 
greateft  of  all  human  miferies ;  hunger,  nakednefs, 
and  difeafe,  and  death,  which  in  this  cafe  is  the  ex- 
treme of  mercy.  He  fees  the  ftreets  ftrewed  with 
carcafes  ;  the  highways  with  fkeletons  5  and  every 
countenance  proclaiming  mifery,  wretchednefs,  and 
defpair.  It  is  owing  to  the  frequency  of  this  dread- 
ful calamity,  that  the  Mahrattas  are  total  flrangers  to 
charity,  and  pofl'efs  an  infenfibility  of  heart,  to  which 
other  nations  are  ftrangers.  The  feelings  become 
fteeled  with  a  repetition  of  diftrefs,  efpecially  in  a 
people  whofe  ruling  paffion  is  avarice.  A  Mahratta. 
will  fee  his  own  brother  expire  before  him  with  the 
mofl  phlegmatic  compofure.  Perhaps  the  man  who 
has  beheld  his  whole  family  die  around  him,  with- 
out exciting  one  fentiment  of  compaiTicn  on  his 
fellow-beings,  will,  when  the  evil  again  recurs,  find 
his  heart  hardened  againfl  mankind  from  a  recollec- 
tion of  their  barbarity,  rather  than  foftened  to  pity 
by  a  knowledge  of  their  diftrefs.  Such  is  the  effedl 
of  famine  upon  morals  ;  but  I  believe  it  has  never 
produced  one  infurre^tion  againfl  the  government, 
which,  for  the  mofl  part,  occafions  it.  The  Hindoo 
has  but  few  palTions ;  he  confiders  misfortune  as  his 
fate  ;  and  he  fubmits  without  a  (Iruggle. 


It 


INDIAN  RECREATIONS,  S87 

It  is  alfo  owing  to  famine,  and  its  concomitant 
depopulations,  that  fome  parts  of  India  are  fo  thinly- 
inhabited.  I  believe  it  may  be  fafely  afferted,  that 
through  the  whole  country  (Bengal  and  Behar  ex- 
cepted) one  acre  in  fifty  is  not  cultivated ;  and  the 
quantity  of  tilled  land  will  always  bear  a  proportion 
to  the  number  of  people  to  be  maintained  by  it.  It 
is  no  uncommon  circumftance  for  large  cities^  in  the 
time  of  famine,  to  lofe  three-fourths  of  their  inha- 
bitants ;  and  the  country  fuffers  in  the  fame  degree. 
Frequently  whole  diftricls  are  fwept  away,  and  for 
years  remain  a  jungle,  notwithftanding  the  climate 
is  fo  favourable  to  population.  Upon  the  whole, 
between  the  indolence  of  the  people,  and  the  rapacity 
of  the  gove?*nment,  famine  appears  to  be  the  prime 
curfe  of  this  country ;  yet,  incredible  as  it  may 
feem,  no  provifion  is  ever  made  againft  it;  but 
that  the  fault  is  not  in  nature,  or  the  natives,  may  be 
feen  by  turning  to  Bengal,  Vv^hich  enjoying  a  more 
fteady  adminiftration,  has  not  fuffered  famine,  I  be- 
lieve, fmce  that  v/hich  happened  in  1770,  or  1771, 
twenty-fix  years  ago ;  although  every  other  part  of 
India  has  been  frequer\tly  vifited  by  it  fmce  that 
period. 

Such  is  the  comparative  flate  of  the  Britifh  pro- 
vinces, and  the  reft  of  India,  drawn  by  a  difintereft- 
cd  fpeftator,  and  I  have  often  had  occafion  to  wit- 
nefs  its  accuracy  and  truth.  Upon  what  principle 
then  does  the  Abbe-  Reynal,  and  after  him  other  ig- 
norant declaimers,   give  out  that  the  Englifh   have 
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robbed  the  natives  of  their  pofleflions,  and  diftreffed 
them  by  their  cruelties  ?  The  Britifh  territories  are, 
in  truth,  the  only  part  of  the  country  which  they 
peaceably  poflefs  ;  the  only  afylum  where  they,  at 
this  hour,  enjoy  in  any  competent  degree  either  pro- 
tedion,  plenty,  or  comfort.  Among  a  people  fo 
long  accuftomed  to  anarchy  or  mifrule,  it  would  be 
too  fanguine  to  expedl  that  habits  of  induftry  or  fub- 
miffion  to  order  can  be  fpeedily  eftabliihed  ;  yet  that 
the  extenfion  of  European  dominion  over  this  vaft 
country,  above  defcribed,  has  proved  a  great  bleffing, 
is  a  truth  as  incontrovertible  as  any  in  the  fcience  of 
morals.  It  has  already  been  brought  to  the  tefl  of 
experience  ;  and  fo  far  as  it  has  yet  extended,  the 
truth  has  obtained  all  the  evidence  of  demonftration. 
When,  therefore,  you  hear  of  inflances  of  mifcon- 
duQ;  in  our  countrymen,  and  there  perhaps  have  been 
fome,  they  do  not  overturn  the  general  principle  ; 
for  affuredly  a  fyflem  in  fome  refpedts  bad,  may  be  a 
great  improvement  on  another  which  has  always 
been  effentially  and  radically  worfe. 


SECT. 


SECT.  XL. 


OF  THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  COUNTRY, 


Near  Patna^  Nov.  1 799, 

The  fecurity  of  fo  vaft  a  territory  as  the  Britifh  em- 
pire in  India,  mufl  be  regarded  as  a  momentous 
concern,  whether  you  view  the  fubjed  in  regard  to 
external  defence,  or  internal  protection.  The  moft 
populous  natioil  in  Europe  could  not  perhaps  fupply 
the  continual  drain  of  inhabitants  which  an  army 
adequate  to  this  purpofe  mud  neceflarily  require.  An 
hundred  thoufand  troops  could  not  prove  fufficient ; 
and  reckoning  the  life  of  a  foldier  in  India  at  the  ave- 
rage of  ten  years,  this  would  annually  withdraw 
ten  thoufand  of  the  moft  ufeful  and  enterprifmg  part 
of  the  community,  after  it  had  already  fupplied  the 
unavoidable  wafte  of  a  numerous  military  eftabUfli- 
ment  at  home.  Could  fuch  a  number  of  hands  be 
afforded  for  the  fupply  of  one  branch  of  the  fervice, 
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It  would  induce  a  debility  at  home,  or  a  depopulation 
which  no  foreign  dominion  could'  compenfate.  It 
was  perhaps  the  ovcrflrained  exertions  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  and  Spanifh  nations,  co-operating  with  a  more 
than  ordinary  corruption  of  manners,  that  has  lower- 
ed the  power  and  confequence  of  thefe  kingdoms  in 
the  fcale  of  Europe,  to  a  degree  which  no  acquifition 
of  wealth  can  retrieve. 

Happily  for  Great  Britain,  the  defence  of  this 
country  does  not  neceflarily  require  fuch  a  propor- 
tion of  its  inhabitants.  The  natives  are  themfelves 
excellent  foldiers  while  under  the  difcipline  and 
command  of  European  officers :  they  are  not  only 
expert  in  their  exercife,  but  difhinguifhed  by  a  cool 
and  fteady  bravery  which  would  do  honour  to  any 
troops.  The  revenue  of  the  country  will  always  be 
adequate  to  defray  the  charge  of  a  fufficient  number 
of  native  troops,  if  managed  with  any  economy  ;  and 
the  fubordination  which  they  have  ever  fhown,  is  a 
full  fecurity  for  their  fidelity.  The  army  has  on 
every  occafion  been  'fabmiffive  to  its  commanders ; 
the  individuals  of  which  it  is  compofed  have  facrificed 
to  difcipline  more  of  their  prejudices,  than  can  be 
found  in  any  other  inftance.  Brahmins,  and  perfons 
of  the  liigher  calls,  are  commanded  by  their  inferiors 
in  rank  without  a  murmur  upon  actual  duty.  Many 
inPtances  may  perhaps  be  produced  in  which  they 
have  been  deprived  of  part  of  their  fmall  allowan- 
ces, by  the  mean  artifices  of  their  fuperiors ;  but  I 

believe 
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believe  there  is  hardly  a   fmgle    example  of  their 
making  a  common  caufe  to  revenge  their  wrong. 

On  a  late  occafion,  a  corps  of  native  infantry,  up- 
on   a    miftaken  interpretation    of  their  inclination, 
was  ordered  to  be  embarked  as  marines,  a  fervice 
not  included  in  the  terms  of  their  covenant  with  the 
Company,  and  direftly  contrary  to  the  prejudices  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  Hindoos.     They  refufed  to 
comply  :  force  was  employed  ;  they  refilled  it  as  far 
as  they  were  able  ;  but  were  forced  to  fubmit.     This 
tranfadtion,  while  it  difplays  their  tenacity  to  their 
principles,  and  the  terms  of  their  agreement,  fhows 
alfo  their  implicit  fubmiffion,  where  we  have  a  right 
to  their  fervices.     This  refractory  corps  was  attacked 
by  another  of  their  own  countrymen,  and  foon  re- 
duced to  fubmiffion,  by  their  fteady  behaviour  under 
the  direftion  of  European  officers. 

This  tranfaclion,  however  much  it  may  reflefl 
upon  the  equity  of  our  conduft,  affords  the  fulleft 
evidence  of  the  want  of  a  general  fpirit  of  refiflance 
to  Europeans.  If  our  condudt  be  guided  in  any 
meafure  by  judice  or  humanity  we  can  have  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  a  general  combination  of  a  native 
army. 

There  is  probably  ftill  lefs  to  dread  from  a  general 
confederacy  of  the  independent  princes  of  the  coun- 
try againfl  us.  Their  mutual  jealoufies  and  animofi- 
ties  will  for  ever  defeat  fuch  a  fcheme.     The  advan- 
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lage  here  is  all  upon  our  part ;  for  during  a  late  war 
with  Tippoo  a  more  numerous  combination  was  form- 
ed by  us  againfc  that  prince,  than  the  monarchs  of 
India  could  ever  bring  to  co-operate  for  the  aifertion 
of  their  common  independence.  The  armies  of  In- 
dia refemble  thofe  undifciplined  bands  which  the  feu- 
dal princes  of  Europe  formerly  collected  around  them. 
They  are  compofed  of  the  dependants  of  the  great 
lords  of  court ;  are  retained  by  them,  and  meet  or 
difband  at  their  pleafure,  rather  than  by  the  orders  of 
the  prince.  A  combination  of  thefe  chiefs  may  prove 
formidable  to  their  own  fovereign,  but  never  to  a  fo^ 
reign  power. 

A  SEPOY  army  mud  then  prove  the  chief  defence 
of  our  poifeffions  ;  neither  its  number  nor  expence 
can  prove  a  burden  to  the  inhabitants  at  large:  their 
pay  is  fuperior  to  the  wages  of  common  labour,  and 
more  punctually  paid  ;  numbers  are  therefore  willing 
to  enliil,  for  a  limited  number  of  years,  during  which 
the  frugal  native  is  often  enabled  to  accumulate  what, 
to  him,  is  an  independent  fortune. 

It  is  from  this  circumflance  that  they  fo  frequents 
ly  afk  leave  to  retire  from  the  fervice ;  a  thing  more 
injurious  to  the  fervice  in  appearance,  than  in  reality. 
Their  independent  and  eafy  circumftances  attracts 
others  to  fupply  their  place  ;  while  there  is  little  to 
be  apprehended  from  their  engaging  in  the  army  of 
any  holtile  power.  A  native  foldier,  after  a  few 
anontlis  difufe,    becomes  as  completely  ignorant  of 

hiyS 


INDIAN  RECREATIOTSIS.  S93 

his  duly,  as  if  he  had  never  learnt  it.     The  reduc- 
tion of  a  body  of  men  to  mere  mechanical  motions, 
in  which  the  excellence  of  difcipline  has  been  fup- 
pofed  to  confifl,  is  the  work  of  nature  herfelf  upon 
the  natives  of  India.     Deprive  them  of  the  officer, 
who  may  be  regarded  as  the  afting  fpring,  and  they 
are  unable  to  execute  any  movement  however  fmiple  : 
difcontinue  their  exercife  for  a  iliort  time,  and  they 
will  refume  it  with  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own  in- 
capacity ;  every  trial  is  ineffectual  till  again  they  are 
wound  up  anew  by  the  labour  of  freih  inftrudion. 
The  natives  are  therefore  incapable  of  carrying  Eu- 
ropean difcipline  into  a  foreign  army ;  as  often  as  the 
country  powers  have  attempted  this,  they  have  pro- 
cured officers  from  that  fervice  to  introduce  it. 

Native  troops  are  alfo  preferable  from  the  fmall 
expence  of  their  eflabliffiment.  A  battalion  of  a 
thoufand  men,  exclufive  of  the  pay  of  officers,  may 
be  kept  up  at  a  fmalier  charge  than  fome  individual 
fervants  coft  the  Company.  Our  dominion  in  In- 
dia, therefore,  will  probably  prove  coeval  with  our 
economy  and  public  virtue  :  fhould  proiufion  fo  far 
increafe,  that  a  few  favourites  (hall  engrofs  and  dif- 
fipate  the  means  of  fupporting  our  power,  it  mud 
fall  like  an  edifice  that  has  been  undermined  in  its 
foundation. 

From  the  infubordination  or  revolt  of  its  native 
armies,  Britain  has  nothing  to  fear ;  from  their  in- 
capacity 
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incapacity  to  repel  hoflile  attacks,  it  has  probably 
ftill  lefs.  It  is  to  the  difiblute  and  corrupt  habits  of 
its  fervants  ;  or  to  the  treachery  of  its  European 
troops,  that  it  mufl  look  for  the  gradual  decay,  or 
the  fudden  overthrow  of  its  pov/er  in  India. 


SECT.  XLI. 


OF  THE  SERVANTS  OF  THE  INDIA  COMPANV. 


Calcutta,  Dec.  1799. 

The  whole  of  the  Hon.  Company's  civil  and  military 
fervants  holding  appointments,  by  the  mofl  accurate 
lifts  publifhed,  do  not  amount  on  this  eftablilliment 
to  more  than  two  thoufand.  This  muft  certainly 
appear  a  fmall  number  of  perfons  to  engrofs  with 
their  falaries  fo  large  a  fum  as  that  Avhich  conllitutes 
the  eftabliflied  charge  of  this  prefidency. 

The  far  greater  part  of  the  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany however  enjoy  only  moderate  appointments  ; 
whether  you  regard  the  facrince  made  to  attain  them, 
or  the  duty  required  in  their  faithful  execution.  The 
man  who  removes  fo  far  from  his  native  land,  and 
breaks  off  every  tie  whether  of  affection  or  of  blood, 
certainly  merits  fome  compenfation  for  the  pofitive 
comforts  and  advantages  which   lie  thus  foregoes. 

When 
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When  to  this  you  add  the  dangers  incurred  from  the 
cUmate,  which  even  in  its  mod  favourable  operation 
foon  debihtates  the  conflitution,  and  certainly  ihortens 
the  period  of  life  ;  it  may  readily  be  admitted  that  the 
enterprifmg  fpirit  of  the  Company's  fervants  is  not 
extravagantly  rewarded. 

That  a  fubahern  in  the  army,  or  a  junior  civil 
fervant,  after  having  incurred  the  expence  of  a  long 
voyage,  and  a  genteel  education,  fliouid  receive  a 
competent  fubfiftence,  for  here  it  is  no  more,  is  cer- 
tainly v/hat  he  is  entitled  to  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
But  from  this  frugality  and  decorum  in  the  payment 
of  the  Company's  fervants,  there  have  crept  in  many 
wide  deviations. 

You  will  in  fome  inftances  find  a  fmgle  individual 
snd  his  family  in  the  receipt  of  an  annual  falary  al- 
moft  fufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary  charge  of  a  fepoy 
battalion..  Whether  this  be  profufion,  partiahty,  or 
a  generous  retribution  of  fervices,  all  mud  allow  that 
It  encroaches  fev6rely  upon  that  revenue,  by  which 
the  empire  in  this  part  of  the  world  muft  be  defended. 
But  withdrawing  the  means  of  defence  is  by  no 
means  the  only  efFecl  of  this  unequal  diftribution  of 
the  revenue ;  it  tends  in  various  ways  to  increafe  its 
danger. 

Splendid  fortunes  fuddenly  accumulated,  hold 
up  a  dazzling  but  falfe  picture  of  the  riches  of  our 
Indian  pofieflions.     The   attention  not  only  of  th€ 
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country  powers,  but  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  is 
turned  towards  them  with  a  jealous  avidity.  If  any 
circumflance  more  powerfully  than  another  can  pro- 
voke invafion,  it  is  this  pernicious  difplay  of  ima- 
ginary, becaufe  individual  wealth. 

Excessive  affluence  in  the  hands  of  a  few  is  im- 
mediately deftruftive  to  every  branch  of  the  fervice. 
Irregular  living,  gaming,  and  profufion,  are  the  im- 
mediate confequences  to  all  in  the  vicinity  of  one  dif- 
fipated  civil  fervant  of  the  Company.  Young  of- 
ficers and  writers  are  tempted  to  partake  in  all  the 
indulgences  of  luxury :  they  engage  in  play,  con- 
traft  debt  on  exorbitant  intereft,  and  ruin  approaches 
with  irrefiftible  rapidity.  Hence,  v/hile  the  excef- 
five  opulence  of  individuals  holds  up  a  bait  to  the 
enemies  of  the  country,  it  debilitates  and  renders  un- 
ferviceable  that  body  of  men  who  are  entrufted  with 
its  defence. 

It  is  in  this  circumftance  that  a  reflecting  mind 
would  probably  trace  the  decline  of  the  Britifii  power 
in  India.  Extravagant  fortunes,  accumulated  in  the 
Eaft,  are  carried  home  to  be  dilfipated  in  all  the 
taftelefs  profufion  of  new  gotten  wealth.  Manners 
become  corrupted  at  home ;  new  adventurers  more 
diifolutc  than  the  former  arrive,  who  inftead  of 
checking,  improve  upon  the  vices  of  their  predecef- 
fors.  The  army  becomes  diflblule  and  neceffitous  ; 
a  (late  in  which  it  has  ever  provetl  lefs  formidable  to 
its  enemies  than  its  emplovers. 
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The  proper  guidance,  and  virtuous  adminillra- 
tion  of  a  government  fo  expenfive  as  that  of  India  ; 
and  the  upright  diftribution  of  its  revenue,  proves  an 
effort  too  great  for  the  energy  and  virtue  of  any  in- 
dividual. In  fuch  a  ftate  of  manners,  effeminacy, 
corruption,  debts,  and  treafon,  have  gradually  arifen, 
and  have  in  the  courle  of  ages  dilfolved  the  connec- 
tion of  every  European  nation  and  its  Afiatic  pro- 
vinces, whofe  hiftory  has  ever  yet  been  recorded. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  certain  grounds  upon  which 
you  can  claim  an  exemption  to  the  Britifh  empire 
from  the  common  cataftrophe  of  nations.  It  is  hov/- 
ever  comfortable  to  obferve,  that  its  government  in 
India  has  hitherto  continued  to  improve ;  both  in 
the  fecurity  and  protection  yielded  to  its  native  fub- 
jeds,  and  in  the  equity  of  its  condudl  to  the  neigh- 
bouring powers.  In  the  infancy  of  our  power  there 
was  no  regular  controul  over  its  operations.  The 
ambition  of  a  commander,  or  the  exigencies  of  the 
treafury,  were  fomiCtimes  fufficient  motives  to  at- 
tack an  independent  and  unoffending  neighbour  : 
and  what  is  ftill  more  pernicious  and  difgraceful, 
the  ingenuity  of  his  avarice  might  difcover  treafon 
in  a  province,  merely  to  afford  a  pretence  for  its 
depredation. 

In  proportion  as  Indian  politics'  have  become 
better  known  in  Britain,  remedies  have  been  regular- 
ly provided  for  thefe  evils.  His  prefent  Majefty,  to 
whofe  care  Providence  has  committed  the  prote£lion 
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of  a  larger  portion  of  Afiatic  fubjeds,  than  ever  fell 
under  the  dominion  of  any  European  monarch,  en- 
joys alfo  the  peculiar  felicity  of  feeing  them  better 
governed.  For  with  all  its  imperfedions  the  Britifh 
government  in  India  has  operated  vidth  a  more  fyfte- 
matical  and  conftant  effect  to  the  fecurity  of  the  na- 
tives, than  that  of  any  other  pov»'er  that  has  ever  ac- 
quired dominion  in  Afia. 

From  the  difl'erent  checks  arlfmg  from  its  confti- 
tuent  parts,  we  have  not  now  to  apprehend  violent 
or  unprovoked  attacks  againfl  neighbours,  nor 
the  depredation  of  its  provinces  by  unprincipled 
commanders.  There  is  more  imminent  danger  from 
a  weak,  inefficient  adminiftration,  unable  to  overawe 
the  difafFefted,  check  the  diffipated,  or  to  intimidate 
the  corrupt.  The  tendency  of  future  times  will  per 
haps  lead  to  a  government  of  expenfive  jobs  and  ex- 
pedients for  the  provifion  of  relations  and  favourites. 
In  an  age  not  remarkable  for  the  fternnefs  or  inflexi- 
bility of  its  virtue,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  an  indi- 
vidual of  integrity  and  firmnefs  to  refill  the  folicita- 
tions  of  favourites ;  and  to  do  juflice  to  the  claims 
of  merit  or  of  fervice.  Farther  accumulations  of 
offices  and  emoluments  may  yet  be  heaped  upon 
individuals  and  their  friends  ;  and  thofe  feeds  of 
degeneracy  already  begun  to  difclofe,  may  ripen  into 
the  full  maturity  of  depravity  ;  a  ftatc  clofely  bor- 
dering upon  difgrace  and  ruin.  The  revenue,  in- 
ftead  of  being  employed  to  encreafe  the  inveftments, 
or  to  augment  the  military  force,  may  be  fquandered 
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away  in  empty  parade,  or  lavifiied  in  the  erection  of 
phantaftic  buildings  under  the  pretext  of  magnifi- 
cence ;  but  in  reality  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  a  weak 
and  unprincipled  governor. 

In  a  quarter  of  the  world  fo  remote  as  India,  Great 
Britain  has  perhaps  more  to  fear  from  the  difloyalty 
of  its  army,  than  from  its  diflipation.  The  diitant 
polTeffions  of  the  Romans  were  more  frequently  loll 
by  the  revolt  of  their  legions,  than  by  their  inability 
to  defend  them  againfl  foreign  enemies.  Britain  it- 
felf  proclaimed  one  of  its  commanding  officers  em- 
peror, and  was  for  a  while  loft  to  the  ftate.  The 
legions  in  Germany  frequently  mutinied  ;  thofe  en- 
trufted  with  the  defence  of  the  Afiatic  provinces 
were  often  guilty  of  the  greatefl  exceifes*. 

All  thefe  misfortunes  feemed  the  unavoidable 
confequences  of  a  Jilfolute  army,  entrufted  to  an 
unprincipled  commander.  The  fupreme  executive 
power  was  never  for  a  moment  entrufted  to  other 
hands  than  the  fenate  or  the  emperors.  They  had  no 
officers  fixed  for  life  in  particular  provinces,  which 
the  executive  power  had  not  an  acknowleged  right 
to  recal,  and  order  upon  whatever  fervice  the  gene- 
ral exigencies  of  the  ftate  might  require.  When  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  officers  gradually  lofe  their  attach- 
ment to  the  parent  ftate  5  ail  their  interefts  centre  in 
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particular  diftrid  to  which  they  are  attached,  and 
thefe  they  may  confider  as  directly  oppofite  to  that 
of  the  empire  at  large.  A  body  of  ofiicers  whofe  at- 
tachments to  their  native  country  mufl  be  weak- 
ened in  proportion  to  the  time  they  have  left  it,  and 
to  the  diftance  of  their  profpetl  of  returning,  will 
unavoidably  be  influenced  by  an  esprit  du  corps  dan- 
gerous to  the  ftate.  The  fituation  of  all  is  hmilar  j 
their  interefls  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  ;  and  it  is 
impofEble,  while  they  feel  uncontroulable  power  in 
their  poffeffion,  that  they  fliould  not  exert  it  for 
their  individual  interefl,  rather  than  for  that  of  their 
country. 

In  fuch  a  fituation,  it  is  in  vain  to  imagine  that  you 
can  attach  them  to  their  country  by  conferring  rank 
and  emolument.  The  beft  paid  troops  in  every 
country  have  ever  become  the  moft  diiTolute  and  un- 
principled ;  and  a  privileged  corps  with  fuperior  pay, 
mufl  in  the  end  prove  as  dangerous  as  the  Pretoriau 
bands  of  Rom£,  or  the  janiiTaries  of  Conftantinople. 
If  they  are  conflituted  without  your  authority,  and 
are  guided  by  a  different  power,  you  in  reahty  ac- 
knowledge their  independence.  Their  numbers,  and 
their  diflance,  render  controul  difKcult,  or  impoffible. 
They  will  foon  feel  this,  and  arrange  not  only  their 
own  fervice,  but  the  government  of  their  province 
agreeably  to  their  own  ideas,  that  is,  their  own  pe- 
cuniary interefl.  In  the  form  of  humble  advice, 
petition  or  remonflrance,  or  in  whatever  language 
they  may  choofe  to  veil  their  conducl,  it  will  always 
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prove  to  their  country  the  didates  of  an  army  from 
whom  it  mud  receive  the  law. 

If  our  troops  therefore,  in  India  continue  to  ad 
with  the  moderation  and  difmtereftednefs  of  dutiful 
fubjefts  for  a  feries  of  ages,  they  will  overcome  a 
temptation  which  has  always  proved  irrefiftible  to 
the  reft  of  mankind ;  and  exhibit  to  the  world  an  ex- 
ample of  virtue,  of  which  its  hiftory  has  not  yet  re- 
corded any  well  attelted  example. 

The  fudden  acquifition  of  fuch  an  extent  of  do- 
minion as  the  Britifh  have  obtained  in  Afia,  has  pro- 
duced a  fituation,  for  which  its  government  had  not 
lufficient  experience  to  enable  it  at  once  to  frame  a- 
dequate  regulations.  Farther  experiments  in  main- 
taining power  over  diflant  territories  will  communi- 
cate more  knowledge,  and  fuggefl  other  expedients 
more  fuitable  to  this  purpofe  than  a  local,  permanent, 
and  independent  army.  It  is  probably  owing  to 
their  diffidence  of  each  other,  or  of  the  unenterprif- 
ing  character  of  our  feapoys,  that  the  empire  has  not 
already  fuftained  irreparable  lofs,  or  been  torn  afun- 
der  by  fuch  a  dangerous  machine. 

Into^  thefe  general  ftriftures  on  the  ftate  of  India, 
no  allufion  either  to  the  praife  or  cenfure  of  any  in- 
dividual at  prefent  ading  upon  the  fcene,  has  been 
admitted.  A  particular  detail  of  the  character  and 
adions  of  thofe  men  who  have  conduced  its  affairs, 
cannot  be  done  with  impartiality  till  fome  ages  after 
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ihe  individuals  have  retired.  The  perfon.  who  would 
venture  into  the  dangerous  precindts  of  our  recent 
biography,  would  probably  foon  have  equal  reafon 
with  the  poet  to  exclaim. 


'  Incedo  super  ignes 
Suppositos  c inert  doIosoJ' 
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In  the  records  of  the  Portugueze  we  may  per- 
haps read  our  own  fate ;  or  at  lead  may  behold  a 
pidure  of  their  manners,  which  at  fome  future  pe- 
riod may  prove  too  exaft  a  refemblance  to  our  own. 
It  is  thus  delineated  by  the  Abbe  Raynal,  a  writer 
who,  however  loofe  and  inaccurate  in  detailing  fome 
particular  fads  and  cufloms,  had  ample  means  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  great  outlines  of  the 
Portugueze  condud  in  Afia. 

"  In  a  fhort  time  they  preferved  no  more  humani- 
ty, or  good  faith  with  each  other,  than  with  the  na- 
tives. Almoft  all  the  ftates,  where  they  had  the 
command,  were  divided  in  factions. 

"  There  prevailed  every  where  in  their  manners 
a  mixture  of  avarice,  debauchery,  cruelty,  and  de- 
votion. They  had  mofl  of  them  feven  or  eight  con- 
cubines, whom  they  kept  to  work  with  the  utmolt 
rigour,  and  forced  from  them  the  money  they  gain- 
ed by  their  labour.  Such  treatment  of  women  was 
very  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  chivalry. 

C  c  2  "  The 
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"  The  chiefs,  and  principal  officers,  retained  a 
multitude  of  thofe  finging  and  ^dancing  women,  with 
which  India  abounds.  Effeminacy  introduced  itfelf 
into  their  houfes  and  armies.  The  officers 'marched 
to  meet  the  enemy  in  palanquins.  That  brilliant 
courage  which  had  fubdued  fo  many  nations,  ex- 
ifted  no  longer  among  them.  The  Portugueze  were 
with  difficulty  brought  to  fight,  except  where  there 
was  a  profpeft  of  plunder.  In  a  fliort  time  the  King 
of  Portugal  no  longer  received  the  tribute,  which 
was  paid  him  by  three  hundred  and  fifty  eaftern 
princes.  This  money  was  lofl  in  its  way  from  them 
to  him.  Such  corruptions  prevailed  In  the  finances, 
that  the  tribute  of  fovereigns,  the  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vinces, which  ought  to  have  been  immenfe,  the 
taxes  levied  in  gold  and  filver,  and  fpices,  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  continent  and  iflands,  were  not 
fufficient  to  keep  up  a  few  citadels,  and  to  fit  out  the 
Ihipping  that  was  necelfary  for  the  protection  of 
trade." 


END  OF  VOLUME  FIRST, 
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